My guest today is Chris Joondeph.Heis a travel contentcreatorbehind the brand Authentic
Traveling, where he has over 3 millionfollowers on social media.

With a focus on food, culture,and unique storytelling, Chris is all about getting the local experiencein
orderto understandaplacethrough the perspective of thoselivingthere.

He is known for his fun, engaging videos that make it feel like you're traveling along with him. Originally from
the United States, hehas now traveled to over 170 countries together with his Nigerian wife.

He runs atour company in Nigeriathatfocuses on small-grouptoursdesigned to showthebest of Nigerian
culture, food, and genuine local experiences.

Chris, welcometo the show.
ChrisJoondeph: Thank you so much for having me. Very excited to be here.

Man, | am so excited to haveyou here. Let's just start off though by talking about where we
are recording fromtoday. | am actually in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Asheville, North Carolina,on the
east coast of the United States today. And whereareyou?

ChrisJoondeph:I'mherein Lagos, Nigeria. Ikeja, to be specific.

I haverecorded anumber of podcast episodes fromLagos, Nigeria, one of my favorite cities.
| am super excited to diveinto that, butl feel like agreat place to start this conversationis with the name of
your brand; Authentic Traveling. Everyone says they wantauthentic travel, but almost nobody definesit.

So, what does authentic travelactually mean? And how do you know when you've achieved it?

ChrisJoondeph: Yeah, | think that's agreat questionand somethingthat | even still struggle to fully define
myself. But for me, it's really been aboutgettingaway from some of that mass-market tourism and really
trying to understand aplace throughthe eyes ofalocal.

So, alotofthings | like to do whentravelingis maybe stay withsome family, stayin theirhome, and really
experiencewhat their lifeis like beyond some of those major attractions.

And so, | feel like when you're looking for thatauthentic traveling experience, it's that opportunity to
interact with people,toreallyunderstandaplace, to see what it is like from their perspective, rather than
more mass-market tourismwhereit's jump in, take y our picture, and leave.

Andthat was somethingl've always been really looking forin travel.

It's all about learning, and | want tolearn as much as possible. And whatbetter than the people who live
thereand their experience?

When did you first realize that there was a huge difference between visiting acountry and
understandingacountry?

ChrisJoondeph:I'vebeento 170 countries, and so I've traveled to alot of places that don'tnecessarily
havethebestreputation, are “considered dangerous”, considered places not recommended togo.
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Places like Syria, Iran, even Nigeria, where | currently am, often get anegative reputation in the media. And |
felt likeyou can only learn so much from what is written aboutit, whatis shownin the media, even reading
books and thingslike that, which maybe have aless biased opinion.

You canreally learn about a countryby actually goingthere and by meetingthe people and gettingthat
experience. And so that's something I've seen consistently throughout my travels.

When you travel tothese countries, yousee something one way in the media, but then when youactually
go andyoutalkto the peoplethereandyoulearn whatit's like, youhave acompletely different perspective.

Andyourealizethat some ofthese places arereally not accurately portrayed as they are. And that's
something | really enjoyabout traveling, is gettingto continually learn and challenge my perceptions about
theworld.

Even thoughl've seen this so many times, it's always the same every timel go to anew country.

I recently wentto Yemen, and it's kind of, okay, here we go again. Yemen. I've heard aboutall thisin the
media. | know intellectually that'sprobablynottrue, butl'm still alittle scared.

Andyou gothere, and someofit'strue,someofit's not. And there's really much more nuancethatisn't
quitetalked about.And so that's something | really seek out when| travel.

So, I'm curious for you, how do you knowwhen you've actually started understandinga
place?

Becauseforme, when | went to Lagos, for example, | went to Lagosfor amonth.Andlamso glad that|
wentto Lagos for amonth becauseifl had only goneto Lagos for aweek or even two weeks, my
experience and understanding of that city wouldbe very different.

Ittook melonger, | feel, to understand Lagos than it did some other cities that I've been to. And so | feel like,
depending on the place, sometimes the duration of time there or the level ofimmersion that you haveis
important for understandingacity that has layers or that may be more difficult to connect withon ashort -
termtrip.

Andthesamething when I lived in Cairo, Egypt. My experience and understanding of that city, havinglived
thereforayear, is super different from alot of people that just kind of go for aweek.

So, I'm curious foryou, having traveledto all of those different places, howdo youknowwhen you actually
startunderstanding aplace?

ChrisJoondeph: | think that's areally great question. | thinkit's really hard to appropriately put any sort of
timeframe or anything like that. I thinkit always dependson whatyoudo and how you experience that
place.

Obviously, moretimeis better. The longer you spendthere, of courseyou're goingto have more
experiences.

Butyou could spendayear there and mostlyhaveyourhead downworkingand notreally experience
anything.You go towork, come back home, cometo your apartment, go tothe gym, and not really
understandthe countryatall.



And atthe sametime, you could spend ashortamountoftimeand go really in depthand have awide
variety of experiences in different places and get adeeper understanding.

And o, | thinkit's less aboutthe actual amount of time that you spend there and more aboutmaybethe
thingsyou do and the variety ofthings you do.

So, Egyptis an example. You might, of course, visitthe pyramids. That's animportant part of Egypt. But
understandinghow afamily lives in Cairoisawhole other part.

And alot of people might come for aweek, come for a month, and reallygo into depthwithalot ofthe
ancient history, butnotquite understand the country.

Andso, ononehand, you visitsome of the historic sites, but also youmaybe see how people live.Maybe
you go to areally nicerestaurant and see how the other side lives and get this full comparisonofthe highs,
thelows, everythingin between, as bestyou can.

And I think that,to me, is always amore fulfilling travel experience than only doing one thing.

Andsolthinkyou canreallyget closer to understandingaplace better in ashorteramountoftimeifyou're
really puttingin that effortto seeit from different angles.

Totally agree.Well, | wouldlove to at this pointshare a little bit aboutyour background and
your journeyofhow you got to whereyou are today. | feel like agreat placeif you can just start sharinga
little bit about your family heritage, where you grew up, and whatyour early travel experiences were like as
akid.

ChrisJoondeph: So, both of my parentsare first-gen Americans, so their parents werebornabroad.

On my mother's side, family from Germany,and on my father's side, fromEastern Europe—sort of Ukraine,
Belarus, which was actuallyin Poland around the time they were born.

And so that's the heritage of my family.
They came tothe U.S. and were very focused on workand getting ahead in life.

I was bornin Detroit, Michigan, and had aunique experience when | was about 10 years old to live abroad
in New Zealand.

My dad's adoctor, and it was very interesting. A doctor is not atypical person whowould mostly travel
abroad forwork, exceptin some cases. But he had an opportunityto work abroad in New Zealand for three
years, and wewent there.

I wentto local schools, and that was areally formative experiencein my life.

And moreso interesting, | think, when I moved to New Zealand, | was quiteyoung. Butwhen | came back to
theU.S., Iwas about 13, so | actuallyfelt like a Kiwi.

Andthenlwas coming back to livein the U.S. We moved to Denver, Colorado, and that was a bigger culture
shock and adjustment for me. I[twas actually moving back.

And so, these were some formative experiences in my life. Living between different cultures and getting
that perspective, | think, hasreally influenced how | seetheworld alot today.



And so, growingup,wedidn't travel aton exceptforthose experiences livingabroad. That was obviously
very important.

Butit wasn'treally untill gotto my college years thatl started tohave some opportunities to do some more
travelon my own.

So, | did a study abroad in Argentina. | traveled around Southeast Asia a little bit. And ultimately, | got my
firstjob out of college as an English teacher in Thailand.

Andthat was areally formative experience for me—Iliving abroad, learning Thai as alanguage, and living in
a more, hot quite rural, but provincial capital.

And getting that experience and opportunity to travel around Southeast Asiareally inspired mytravel
journey and ultimatelyled to the pointl'm at now, at 170 countries.

Well, | know today you are married to aNigerian woman, and one of thethingsthat you do
togetherisfacilitatetrips for Black Americansto reconnect with the continent.

And [I'm curiousforyou, whenyouwere growing up in the U.S. how connected were youwith the black
community and black cultureinthe U.S. at thattime?

ChrisJoondeph: | would say, to be honest, notveryconnected.| grew up mostly in Denver, Colorado,
whichis an extremely diverse city. | had afew Black friends growingup, butnothingl would consider a part
of a Black community or anything likethat.

And it wasn't really until | started traveling in Africa in my mid-20s—traveling in West Africa and East Africa,
starting to make travel contentand build an audience, and really getting to knowalot of people on the
continent—that| started to buildthese connectionswith Black Americans back in the United States.

And I haveareally interesting storyaboutthat, or how some of these connections were built.
So, | would travel to Nigeriafrequently, and this is how | met my wife, living here.

And | would make thesevideos about me goingto local markets and justexploring and doing different
things. And peoplewerereally shocked. They were kind of like, "Wow, this white guyis going outand doing
all of thesethings."

And | was backin Atlanta—this was like ayear ago—and| met someone.And hetoldme, he said, "l met
this girlonlinein Nigeria, and | always wanted to go visither, butl was so afraid. And thenl saw that you,
thiswhite guy, were going there to the markets and dating this Nigerian and doingall these things. And|
was like, ifhe can doit, 'mnot even going tobe going tothe markets. |'m justgoingto be goingand meeting
thisgirl. Ifhe can go there, | can go there."

And so hewent to Nigeria, he met his now wife, and then | was in Atlanta,and bothofthemwerethere.
Andhewasintroducingmeto her.

And itwas so coolto beable to facilitate one of those connections.

I've always felt like not only Nigeria, butothercountries, have this negative reputationthatisn't entirely true
aboutthem.



Andtobeabletoreally dispel amyth like that and build connectionsbetween two differentcultures was
such arewarding and honoringexperience, to be able to facilitate something like that.

That's amazing, man. So as a kid who did not travel much growingup, other thanthe New
Zealand experience, what inspired your travels in college to go toSouth Americaand some of those other
types of places? And what was the impact of those types of trips? What do you remember from those trips?

Chris Joondeph: | wanted to see something different. That was my desire.

Sol wasin college, and everyone was doingstudy abroad in Prague. Prague was the placeto go.And then
Florence, Italy. And I was like, | don't wantto go tothe same place everyone's going.

And | found this program in Buenos Aires. This was backin 2010. It was a pretty roughplace back then and
quite out thereto go.And | was like, okay, let me do this experience.

Andon my way down, | had afriend from college. We were goodfriends, and she was from Ecuador
originally.And | wentto visit her onthe way down.

| arranged theflights so thatl would stop in Quitofor five days, and thenl would continue onward. And |
was so blown away by that experience—seeinghow shelives, howher family is, and howlifeis in Ecuador.

My only experience was knowing her in schoolin Orange County, California. Knowingher in that sort of
environmentand then seeing lifetherein Ecuador was something thatreallyopened my mindto alot of
things and really encouraged me to want to see more and want to explore more of the world.

And so, kind offrom then on,l was set. | didn't know where | was going togo. | didn't knowhow| was going
todoit. Butlreally had adesireto seemore.

Andthat's oneofthoseinitial travel experiences that | always remember.

So, lwant to also ask about yourchoice to moveto Thailand after college to teach English,
because movingto liveand immersein aforeign countryis obviously avery differentexperiencethan just
taking trips to experience acountryfor the short term. So, what inspired that choice at that age after
college?

ChrisJoondeph: [t was the desire to see other parts of theworldand understandhow people live.

And so, when I wentto Thailand, | had actually gone there previously. When | was ajunior in college, | found
this surfcampin Bali. | found it on the Internet. It sounded really cool.

| was doing some surfingin Southern California. I'm not a big surfer now, butat the time | was into surfing,
and | went outthere. [t was areally cool experience.

I enjoyed my timein Bali, but on my way back, | had this flight where | was tryingto book aflight home, and
therewas a layover in Bangkok. Andl was like, oh, | didn't really knowthat muchaboutSoutheast Asia. |
had to kind of look up on amap wherethese places were.

And | was like, okay, well, | could do maybe three days there, do alittle extralayover, check it out.



And | really fellin love with Thailand that firstvisit.| thought the people were so nice. | loved that people
smiled and were so friendly. | loved thefood. Andl was like, | gotto come back here. I don'tknowhow!'m
goingtodoit, butlwantto find away to comeback here.

The desirewas, okay, | don't have very muchmoney, butl wantto travel. | want toseedifferent placesin
theworld. And the best way, obviously, is ifyou have ajob that can supportyouwhile doingthat.

And so, | found this program in Northern Thailand teaching English and kind of went on awhim, withthe
understandingthatifit was really bad, | at least had enoughmoneyto gethome. So, | had away out.

But I didn't really have much of an expectation. | was just excited by the opportunity. And | loved being there.
| loved the experience.

AndImadeareal effortto learn the Thailanguage. | was studyingevery day after school, foundatutor,
learned how to read the script, so thatl could communicate with locals because | had this desire to better
understandthe countrybeyond the surface level.

Andthatwas avery, very rewarding experience and ultimately led to this brand, Authentic Traveling, being
builtaround me. It started asablog.

I was travelingto these places in Northern Thailand. | would rent this motorbike, and | would justgo intothe
mountains and explore. Andl would find these people livingin these hill tribes, livingin remote places.
Theremight be a mention that there was ahomestay there on the Internet, butno contactinfo.

Andlwouldjustgoandfindit. Then I'd speak alittle Thai with them and figure out whatit was. Andlwas
like, | got to put thisall on ablog so people can find out aboutit and really learnhow they can get these
immersive experiences and understand how peoplelive.

And so that's howthewholethingstarted. It was ablog to help people travel deeper, find unique places,
and experiencethe sort of travel style that | love.

Was thereamoment in Thailand, maybe adinner table conversation,whereyou realized,
thisisthekind oftravel | want to do for the rest of my life?

ChrisJoondeph: | rented motorbikes, butl was not the best motorcyclist. And | wouldfall sometimes.
Usually they were little ones, butl fell on my way downthis mountain. It was enough tokeep riding, but|
wasin a little bit of pain, and | had to limp down.

And | found this gas station.l thinkthey sold gas, but it was just this little restaurant. It was getting dark,
andtherewas a lady workingthere. Andl was like, | need help.

And | could speak Thaiwith her, but | wasn'tsuper great at the time. Butl could ask, "How manykids do
you have?" "Oh,  havethree children.""Do you have any brothers or sisters?""Yes, | have two."

And answer those basic questions.But that was a cool experience because they tookmein, they
bandaged me up, they made medinner. They said, "Hey, we'vegotaplaceyou can stay."

They had theselittle chalets that youcouldrent that wereright next toit. And so, | rented one.

Anditwas cold. It wasin the middle of winter. We were in the mountains, so theyhad this little coal fire,
andwewere allhuddled around it.
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And | was like, wow, thisisreally cool. These are people | would never normally meet, never interact with,
and I'd haveto go out of my way to have these experiences.

Butherel'mlearning abouthow real Thaipeoplelive. Thisis not going to aluxury apartment in Bang kok or
visiting the Royal Palace. This is goingway intothe mountains and spending time withafamily. And | was
like, thisisthekind of travel | love.

Meeting these people and seeing their lifeis, for me, what it's really all about. And so that's what I've tried
to emulatethroughthe brand Authentic Traveling, which started as ablog and then eventuallymade its
way into short-formvideos and things like that.

So, after this incrediblyimmersive Thailand experience,you come back to the United States
to startyour career.

Andyou and | actually havealotin commonin thisregardbecausel lived in the Washington, D.C., area for
about sevenyears. | did my master'sdegreein D.C. at American University. | know you went to Johns
Hopkins foryours,butminewas in International Peace and Conflict Resolution.

Andthen | worked in the nonprofitsector foranumber of years. | knowyoualso ended up doing amaster's
degreein International Affairs. Prior to that, though, you worked on Capitol Hillin Washington, D.C., in
politics.

AndI'm curiousifyou canreflect back on that experience—maybe whatyouwere hoping for or anticipating
in going that route—and then, onceyougotthere, whatyoufound thatmadeyou disillusioned with the
political systemintheU.S.

ChrisJoondeph: So, I'd come back after this experience. | taught English. | had an opportunity to travel.

And throughout some of those experiences—livingabroad in Thailand and traveling—after | did this round-
the-world tripwhere | left Thailand, | wentto Central Asia. | went to Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, and Turkey.
From Turkey, | continued all the way through Europe and thenfinally back ho me.

So, I kind of went around the world the other way. And throughoutthatexperience, | got really interested in
trying to understand how the world works.

I was reading all these books onforeign affairs and found them very fascinating.| foundthis topic very
interesting.l was like, maybe |l wanttoworkin this international affairs type of field. | was like, well, what
better place than to go to Washington, D.C.?

And so, | got aninternship with, at the time, my local congressman from Colorado.| was ableto use some
peopleweknew in Denver to make the connection and then gotan interviewfor the job.

Anditwas a basic experience on Capitol Hill. You're answering the phone and just opening letters and stuff.
That'showyou start out. I'dbeen really interestedin my congressman because he worked on the House
Armed Services Committee. | was like, okay, maybe| could use this as an opportunityto get ajob in foreign
policy.

And | wasyoung and inexperienced, so people had advised me, okay, maybe ifyou work on his campaign,
you might make some connections. You'll be paid alittle better and have the opportunityto learn alittle bit
aboutthepolitical side, and thenmaybeyoucan get ajob after thereelection somewhere else.
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And so, | workedon his campaign.

[ felt like, throughout thatwhole experience, it was good for me personally. | learned alot of skills in digital
marketing, and thatwas goodfor my career—the hard skills | learned. Butl felt like all politics was
fundraising.

Ithad justbecome, ifyou're acongressman,all you dois sit on the phone, make phone calls, and try toget
peopleto giveyou money. Andthat'sit.

Everythingwas so flooded with campaign donations, and it was a really big turnoff for me.
Andlwas like, look, | don't wantto be apart of this. Maybe |l want to gointo the private sector.

And so that'swhen | pivoted and also realized that, forsome of these jobs, amaster's degreein
international affairs is often aprerequisite.

So, | pivoted to Johns Hopkins, wherel got my master's in International Affairs. They had areally unique
program where half of theincoming first-year class could studyin Bologna, Italy.

When linitially applied there, | was living in D.C. | was like, okay, well, thisis one of the schoolsin D.C. |
think l applied to American as well as Georgetown and all the schools there.

And | was accepted into Johns Hopkins. They said, "Do you want to do your first year in Italy or D.C.?" | said,
"I'mopen to whatever," becausel didn'tknowifl would even getin. | justsaid, "Open to whatever." And
they said, "Okay, you've been accepted to the Bologna, Italy program.”

And | was like, oh my gosh.l knowwhereltaly is. | don't know anythingaboutBologna. Let me look it up.
And as|lookeditup, | was like, okay, let me do some math here.

Therentis one-third of what it wouldbein Washington, D.C.,and | getto livein Italy. Thatsounds amazing.
Let mego ahead and do that.

And so, | took the opportunity and studied there my first year, studying Int ernational Affairs and Economics.

Andthen through thatprogram, | was thinking, okay, | want to gointo the private sector. | wasn'tnecessarily
interested in government.

Andwhat madethe most sense at thetimewas an MBA. So, | decided to do adual -degree program.
| applied to a few MBA programs and ended up gettingaccepted into the University of North Carolina.
I moved backtotheU.S. for oneyear at the University of North Carolina, doing my MBA.

Andthen, attheend ofthosethreeyears rather than four, | gotadegreein International Affairs and
Economics, as well asan MBA.

So ultimately you then end up working for Delta Airlines. Can youtalk about how thatthat
came about and what that facilitated for youin terms of flight benefits?

ChrisJoondeph: Theairlineindustry is areally fascinating, fun, dynamic industryto workin. And so, how|
gotinvolved— was afirst-year MBA student, and Deltawas one of thefirst companies to comeonto
campusto give their presentation.
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So, if you'rein an MBA program, what often happens is these major corporations cometo your school, talk
aboutwhatthey do, tellyouabouttheinternships theyhave,and these are agreat opportunityto network
yourway into some ofthoseroles.

And so, Deltacame. | metanumber of the people who were UNC alumni and was thinking, wow, thisis
really cool. Thisis an opportunity toreally combine my interest in travel and the world, my interest in
international affairs, and my interestin businessallinto one career. And fromthen on,l wasreally dead set
onworkingin theairlineindustry.

So, I did aninternship with Deltaand ultimately ended up working for them foranumber of years. Andit
was a really awesome experience because, as an airline employee, you getwhat are called flightbenefits.

Basically, you fly for free or at heavily discounted rates wherever theygo, and on partner airlines as well.
Andthat sounds greatintheory, butthere are some caveats.

So, it'sreally hard to go whereyouwanttogo. Obviously, there have to be open seats, youhave to be able
togetonaflightto gothere, and you haveto haveworked at the airlinefor along time. The longer youwork,
the higheryou are on aseniority list.

So as a new employee, it can be difficult to go where you wantto go. Butyoucan travel every weekend.
And so that was extremely helpfulin building up this country count, visitinga lot of different places, using
vacation wisely to stack it with long weekends and goon thesetrips. Butl had also done a lot of travel
beforel even started at Delta.

I think I had visited 100 countries, butthatreallyhelped meget to some ofthe onesthat wouldhave been
very expensivein terms of flights and all of that. And it was afascinating career and came with amazing
benefits that allowed meto travel the world like that.

So, what were some of the most unique or interesting places that you got togo withthose
travel benefits?

ChrisJoondeph: Therewere a lot of fascinating places.

Thereare two kinds of tripsthatyouend up goingon.Some are the totally unplanned ones that youdidn't
expect, and others aretheones whereyouusethose benefits in astrategic way to get somewhereyou
couldn't otherwise go.

So, | remember one of my favorite trips was this weekend| flew down to Santiago, Chile. Funnyenough, |
wastryingto get hereto Nigeria. | had tried on the Wednesday night,the Thursday night, and the Friday
night. | couldn't get on asingleflight to Nigeria. They were all full. So thatwas one of the challenges.

I was like, okay, well, it's Friday night. | can'tgeton.I'm notgoing togo to Nigeriafor 12 hours and come
back. I'lljust tell my girlfriend at the time, who's now my wife, that I'llcome back another time.

Butlwas like, okay, | seel could go to Santiago, Chile, this weekendifl want. So, | was like, but | don'th ave
winter clothes. So, | had to run home, pack awhole new bag, and comeback totheairport.

Next thing you know, I'min Santiago, Chile. And it was a surreal experience to be there duringwinter and
experiencing atotally differentworld. And then Sunday night, you're back on the plane and back to Atlanta.



And it was kind of cool to have this career where you're working, you're doingyour nine-to-five, and then,
on a Friday night, wow, nextthing you know, I'min anothercountryfor a briefvisit, and th en I'm back.

Butthen therewere othertrips.|thinkonelwent to that wouldhave been very challenging was Equatorial
Guineaon thoseflight benefits. Equatorial Guineais asmall country in West Africa. | tried acouple of
times to go before, but my visawasn'tapprovedin time.

Buteventuallyl was like, okay, I'm goingto get the visawellin advance and try to go. Andit was challenging
tovisit.

| had to go to Germany, and then there was aflight on Lufthansathat | could take down there. Only two
airlinesfly there. And so, it was avery challengingbut interestingand rewarding trip.

And Equatorial Guineais acountry that not many people know about. It's veryrich from oil money, but the
governmentis very suspicious of everyone. Andit's the only countryin Africawhere Spanish is spoken.

So, itwas a fascinating trip. | probably could have neverafforded to gothere on my own.And so beingable
to go forabout 100 bucks was an awesome benefit.

Well, | of course haveto ask you aboutyour amazing love story and the background of how
you metyour wife. | am abig fan of your content and my veryfavorite videos that youput outarethe ones
whereyou and yourwife arein thevideos together. Youare absolutely adorable together. Thevideos are
hilarious and delightful and | loveyoutwotogether asacouple.

So, | would love to hear the backstory. Justrewindingthe tape. How did youinitially meet and then
ultimately fallin love?

ChrisJoondeph: So, we met on what we could say is really my first trip toNigeria. It was in July 2021. And |
had previouslytried to cometo Nigeriajust before the pandemic. I'd gotten avisabut wasn't really able to
go. So, I stillhad my visavalid and wanted to come back.

And I was like, well, Nigeria—I hadn't really visited there. Let me go for aquick three-day trip, get an
opportunityto seeit alittle bit before going back over Fourth of Julyweekend.

Andbeforel'd goneout,l'd reached outtoanumber of people on Couchsurfingin Lagos. | was thinking,
maybel'lltry and find ahost to stay with toget adifferent side of the country, adifferent view into how life
is there.

And my wife was thefirst person to respond to me and was very enthusiastic. She was like, "Hey, you got
to come. | want to show you around." She'salways been really aboutpromoting Nigeriaand about how
great this countryis.

And shewas like, "l want to show you Abeokuta. We'lltravel outof Lagos for the day. I'll takeyou around.
You can meet some of my friends. Maybe we can go out for dinner and really get to see all these different
sides of Nigeria."

And | was like, wow, that's amazing. So, | went out and spentthe weekendwith her,and it was areally
incredible experiencein Nigeria. But | left thinking, thatwas really amazing.| was like, wow, | kind of like
this girl.



But | was thinking, okay, number one,| don'twanttocross thatbarrier with Couchsurfing. Thisis just for
friends only. Thisis not adating app.

And so that wasn'tin my mind. But the secondpiece was, shelivesin Nigeria. | can't getin a relationship
with someonethat far away.

I remember leaving thinking, | need to find someone like this,but maybein the U.S. who'salittle bit closer
tome. And | could neverfind that.So, | ended up comingback out here.

| came out again. Sheand | went to Benin and Togo.And | came out athird time to visit her grandmother's
village.

Her grandmother is from Ekiti State, which is afew hours from Lagos, maybe four hours by car. Andl had
told her I really wanted to experience a Nigerian village.

| asked, "Isthere may be a way you can help mefind something likethat?" And she said, "Well, my
grandmother lives in Ekiti State. Maybe we can make avisit.”

Anditwasreally funny how she planned this whole thing. She hadn't told her father yet about our
relationship. Actually, at the time, we weren't even officially datingor anything, so there was nothingreally
to tell. Butshehadn't told her father.

One ofthosethings in Nigeriais you can't tell your parents, "There's this guy," unless you're about toget
married. That's when youtell them.So that was somethingshe couldn'ttell her father, butshe still wanted
to bring this guyto her ancestralvillage. And it was like, how do we tell him this?

So, shetold her dad that | was her client and that she was taking me on atour.So, we were like, okay, we've
gotthestory.And so | went,and we spent the night with her grandmother. We went to the market, boughta
chicken, cooked it, and sleptin arural setting. There was no runningwater, just a little bit of electricity for a
light at night. And it was areally cool experience.

The next day, wewentto her actual village, where manyof her relatives arefrom and where her late
grandfatheris buried. And they all swarmed us. There were about 50 people surrounding us when we got
there. And they were saying, "Your husband!"

Becauseto them, if you're bringingthis guyto yourvillage, you're gettingmarried. So, they were thinkingwe
were getting married. We were like, "No. We aren't even dating yet. We're just comingto experience this
place."

Butit was a really memorable experience. Traveling with my wife and seeing how she sees the worldand
enjoying those experiences together was something that really attracted meto her. She also has thisvery
open and positive perspective, like me, and wants to learnmore.

And that was somethingthatl thinkwereally bonded over—learning about differentplaces. Shehas a
travel agency as well, so she has helped Nigerians travel abroad.

Atthetime, her business was growing, and shehad been doing some of her first few trips.

She wentto Senegal. She went to Kenyaand Tanzania and was gettingall of these experiences, sortof
seeing theworld.



And it was both of us, atthe sametime, travelingto these places and comparingnotes. And I thinkthat's
something wereally bonded over.

What did you learn from her about the way that she sees the world?
ChrisJoondeph: |'velearned alot from my wife, and | can maybe break it up into two different things.

My wife, being a Nigerian and being an African, has a different perspectiveon alot of things. Andit's really
funny when traveling.

One exampleis when wefirst went to Europe for thefirst time, and she was really surprised thatwe were
walking and taking the metro places.

Becausein Nigeria, if you walk, it means you don't have money tohireacar. You don't have money to hirea
taxi. Whereas the European perspectiveis, we all take public transportation, and we actually enjoy walking
places.

Andthethingis, we can afford the car, but we choose not to. Whereas they see us as extremely wealthy, so
weshould all be driving cars and not walkinganywhere.

And so, it was one ofthese surprising experiences. There are these little cultural differences thatl enjoy
when wetravel together. And so, I've enjoyed that aspect of travelingwith my wife.

Butlthink thedeeper partthatI'vereally appreciated is that my wife came from not much, andit'satrue
story for plenty of Nigerians as well. She has always had this really positive perspective on life and that
things willwork outand thegood times arein the future.

Inthe U.S., we can be negative and have anxiety about the world. Andher perspective has always been so
positive. I've always found thatto be something so grounding. It's a different view of things.

Becauseforherto go fromwhere shegrew up to being able to travel the worldis areally incredible story.
And | always enjoy, or tryto take on, much of that gratitude that she has aboutso many things. And I think
it's so important for meto carry that into my own life as well.

So, when did you realize thatshewasthe one? And can you shareyour storyofhowyou
proposed and howthe traditional dowry system works?

ChrisJoondeph: [t was over timethat | realized she was the one. But I thinkit really came downto our
values.

Whenyou'rein anintercultural relationshiplike we are, you definitely have different values, and you have to
be aligned on as many ofthem as possible. The big thingsarethe mostimportant. There are always going
to be cultural misunderstandings thatwe have on aregular basis, butthe big values are what really matter.
And | think wewerevery aligned on those.

Her view on life, her upbringing, her perspective, and her values were all things thatreally attracted meto
her and ultimately cemented her as the person | wanted to spend my life with.

And oncewegot married, the thinking initially, the plan was for her to moveto the U.S. and live withme. |
already had my career and a good salary, so it made sensefor herto comethere.



We applied foraU.S. visitor visafor her, but she was denied. We talked with someimmigration lawyers
becausewe wanted her to at least experience the U.S. before makingthe move, justto seeifit was the
rightfitfor her. Buttheytoldus, "They'renotgoing toapprove avisitorvisabecausethey'll assumeyou're
planning to get married. You need to applyfor animmigrant visainstead. Once that's approved, then she
can movetotheU.S."

We said, "Okay, let's do that."

Once wefigured out that was the path forward, we realized we needed to start planningawedding and
getting engaged. We werefacing alegal timeline, so we had to be strategic. Withimmigration, the earlier
you getinto the queue, the better, becausethe backlogis so long.

So, funny enough, we actually set our wedding date before | proposed. Afterthat, | thought, "Okay, now|
haveto figure out howI'm goingto propose."

She had justfinished leading a Europe tour with some of her Nigerian clients, and she was meeting mein
the Netherlands for the weekend. | flew out there and arranged for us to visitthe famous tulip fields. It was
the middle of April, so it was perfect tulip season.

| proposedto herrighttherein atulip field, which made for the perfect setting.

The way | did it was kind of funny. | set up atripod and told her we were just goingto take some pictures
together. Everything was perfectlyframed. Then | secretly hit record so | could capture the whole moment
onvideo and later pull still photos fromit.

So now wehaveboth thevideo and some amazing pictures fromthe proposal.

She knew aproposal was coming eventually because our wedding was only afew monthsaway, butshe
had no idea it was going to happen at that exact moment. So, it was still a perfect surprise.

Afew months later,we got married in Lagos. My family came out for the wedding, although| o nly brought
my immediate family. At the time, we thought we would be moving tothe U.S.much sooner and eventually
have another weddingthere withmore of my relatives, so we keptthe Nigerian ceremonyfairly small on my
side.

We had a beautiful traditional wedding at her family's home in Lagos with all of her relatives. Butone ofthe
mostinterestingpartsofthe experience was the dowry and everythingl had to do to prepare for it.

In Nigeria, as in many other African countries and parts ofthe Middle East, adowryis acommon tradition.
Essentially, the groom's family presents gifts to the bride's family as part of the marriage process.

In some cultures, that can involve large amountsof money. Inothers, it might include cows, goats, or other
valuableitemsto demonstratethat the groomis financially capable of supporting his future wife.
Sometimes those gifts stay with the bride's family, while in other cultures they're returned tothe couple. It
really depends on thetradition.

My wifeis Yoruba, and in Yoruba culture, the dowryis much more symbolic. | was given alist of about
twenty different items. None ofthem were particularly expensive, butevery single one had a special
meaning.



Forexample, oneitem was honey, symbolizing that ourmarriage wouldbe sweet. Another was an
umbrella, representing protection so that life's storms wouldn't fall upon us. Each item carried its own
significance.

One thingl also had to get—which | suspect her father mainly wanted for lunch afterward—was a live goat.
So, wewent to thegoat market and pickedout agoat. | got get yams and several other fooditems because
they would be used for the celebration after the wedding.

| decided to vlog the entire experience because | thought it was fascinating. | wanted to document
everything,notonlyfor my audience but alsoso our future children could one day watch the videos and
see how their parents gotmarried.

It wasreally funny because people at the marketimmediately recognized what | was doing. They saw the
combination ofthings | was buying and said, "Oh, you're preparing fora Yoruba dowry.” Some of them even
offered to gather everythingfor me. They said they could buyall theitems, bring them to me, and | could
simply pay them plus atip.

Butltoldthem, “No." I didn't wantsomeone elseto do it for me. | wanted to experience the process myself
One of my wife's friends helped me, and together we wentfrom market to market buyingevery itemon the
list. Ittook almosttwo or three days because different items were sold in differentmarkets, buteventually
we found everything.

Looking back, I think it made the weddingmuch more meaningful. [t wasn't justaboutpurchasingthe
items—it was about experiencing the tradition firsthand and learning about her culture through the process.

| learned the significance of things like alligator pepper and many ofthe other symbolicitems that are
importantin Yorubamarriage traditions.

I really enjoyed that experience, and | learned atremendous amountfromiit.

So, becoming part of her family. I'm curious, did shetell her family about the engagement?
Didyou haveto go speak to her father? One on One beforeyou asked her to marry you, and then how did
her family accept you? What was that process like?

ChrisJoondeph: | hadn'treally toldher yet thatl wanted tomarry her.It was somethingwe had talked
about, but nothing was official.

| said, "Hey, we've been dating for awhile, and I'd really like to meet yourfather.” So, we arranged an
opportunityfor meto meet her dad, but | didn't meet her mother.

Andthethinkingwas thatif her mother foundout, everyone wouldknow. We hadn'teven set awedding
dateyet, and the next questionwouldimmediately be, "When's the wedding?" Onceyou tell yourmother,
the news spreads pretty quickly.

We figured her father could keep the secret, so we decided I'd meet him first. | flew out to Lagos,and he
was incredibly warm, kind, and welcoming. It actuallygoes back to the storyl told you earlier about why he
liked me before we had even met. My wife had told him, "l wantto take my client tomeet my grandmother."



He had heard about thetrip from his own mother,and he'd seen the pictures of us together in the village.
What really impressed him was how excited| was to experience hishometown and embrace his culture—
to eat with his mother, spend timewith her, and take pictures together.

He told melater that he had already fallen in love withme because of that. He said, "If this guy is willingto
go alltheway outthere, wherethere'sno proper runningwater and very few comforts, and he's genuinely
excited to experienceit, then I really like him."

So, by thetimel actually met him, he already knew me as "the client," and meeting mein person simply
confirmed the positiveimpression he already had.

It madethatfirstintroduction veryeasy. | think it was duringour second meeting that | officially asked for
his blessing. By then,we had already chosenawedding date. | said, "We're planningto get married on this
date. Will that work foryour family ?"

Atthe same time, | had to check with my own family tomake sure they were available and ableto travelto
Nigeria. Once both families confirmed they could make it, we started working backward from there.

We realized we still needed to plan the proposal, buythering, organize everythingelse, and check off all
theremaining details.

So, it was a funny order in which everythinghappened. Butit all came down to theimmigrationtimeline.

We didn'twant to spend years waiting before even getting started, so wethought, "Let's lock in the
wedding datefirst, then workbackward and make everythingelse happen.” And that's really how it all
came together.

So, canyou describe the traditional Nigerian wedding that youhad and whatwas your
family's experience like coming over to Nigeriafor thefirst timeto be part of that?

ChrisJoondeph: They loved it. [t was such a positive experience for them.

Andthey do this beforethe wedding. There was a family introduction ceremony. | wish | could tellyoumore
aboutitbecausel actually wasn'tthere. Butit's atraditional gathering where the twofamilies officially
meet and get to know each other.

During that ceremony, Nike and | actually had towait outside in separate cars while our families met.

They spent time introducing themselves, exchanging gifts, offering words of welcome, and gettingto know
oneanother. It was thevery firsttime our families had ever met, and it turned out tobe awonderful
experience.

They really fellin love with each other.

The Nigerian side was incredibly warm and welcoming, justas Nigerians tend to be. My family loved the
traditional clothing,the beauty of the ceremony, and the overall atmosphere ofthe wedding.

Itwas such a positive experience for everyoneinvolved. For me, it just felt like the perfect match. Now my
father-in-law and my dad are actually friends. They message each other on WhatsApp all the time. Since
my dad is a doctor, my father-in-law willsometimes ask him for medical advice. He'll send messages like,
"What should | do about my high blood pressure?" or "Should | be taking thismedication or not?"



So, they'vegenuinelybecomegood friendsthroughthis whole experience, and that's been really special to
see.

For peoplethat arenotaware of how Nigerians are treated by the US Government. Can you
explain why youtwo cannot livein the U.S. rightnow even thoughyou've been married for acoupleyears?

ChrisJoondeph: We've been married for over two years.We got married in May 2024, and my wife has still
never been to the United States. We knew the process would take sometime, but it's certainly taken much
longer than we expected.

Forthosewho may notknow, ifyou're an American and you wantto bring aforeign spouseto the United
States, they need an immigrant visa. There are a couple of different ways to go aboutit.

One optionisthefiancévisa. Thisis wherethe TV show 90 Day Fiancé gets its name. You applyfor afiancé
visa, and onceit's approved, your partner comes to the United States. Fromthe day they arrive,youhave
90 daysto get married. Ifyou decide not to get married, they can simplyreturn home withinthose 90 days
without any issues.

The other optionisto get married abroad firstand then apply for animmigrantvisafor your spouse.That's
theroutewechose.

That process would oftentake severalmonths, butthings have changed significantly. The challengeis that
citizens of countries like Nigeria can't simply board aplane and travel tothe United States. They need a
visa.

Normally, someone mightapplyfor atouristvisa, butifthe U.S. governmentbelieves youhave aserious
relationship withsomeonein the United States and may not leave after arriving, they're very unlikely to
approvethatvisa.

Their concernisthat someone might enter onatouristvisa, get married, and then adjusttheirimmigration
status while already inside the United States. That'salegal process—as long as getting married wasn't the
originalintention when entering the country—but immigration officers are understandably cautiousabout
situations like that.

Because of that, my wife wasn't granted atourist visa. Marriage became our onlyrealistic path. So, we got
married, thinkingthe entire process mighttake aboutayearto ayearand a half.

The process has two major stages. First, you file a petition with the U.S.government, and they have to
determinethatyourmarriageis bonafide—thatit's agenuine marriage. That involves submitting a
tremendous amountof evidence: photos together, travel records, proof of every timeyou've met, your
marriage certificate, communicationrecords, and many other documentsshowingthatyour relationshipis
legitimate.

Today, that first stage alone can take about ayear to ayear and ahalf.

Once thepetition is approved, the nextstepis aninterview at the U.S.embassy in yourspouse's country.
Some countries move through that stage fairly quickly, while othershave much longerbacklogs.

In our case, we've been waiting ten months justfor an interview atthe U.S. Embassy in Lagos after our
petition was approved, and we still haven'treceived an appointment.



Atthis point, we probablywon't even have theinterview untilsometimein 2027.That's simply the current
backlog under normal circumstances. On top ofthat, there'sanother complication.

Atthemoment, immigrant visa processingfor Nigerians has been affected by U.S. governmentrestrictions,
along with applicants from anumber of other countries. | believe around 75 countries are currently
affected through various bansor pauses.

What that meansin practiceis that even if someone attends their interview and everything goes well, their
visamay not actually beissued immediately.

Iftheinterview doesn't go well,they could be denied. Butin many cases, applicantsaren't denied—they're
simply told thattheir applicationis on hold until processingresumes.

So, we're still waiting for ourinterview. Our expectationis that whenwefinally haveit, they'lllikelytellus,
"Everything looksgood, butwe can'tissuethevisaright now. Your case will remain on holduntilthese
restrictions are lifted."

Asaresult, we're currentlyin asituation where we don't knowwhen we'llbe ableto relocate to the United
States. For now, we're livingtogether here in Nigeria and waiting for the process to move forward now.

Sinceyou have spent so much timein Lagos, Lagos and Nigeria, I'm curious aboutyour
perspective now, if you can share what are some ofthe thingsaboutthe city that most tourists who maybe
swing throughforaweek to check it off their list often miss about Lagos.

ChrisJoondeph: | think Lagos is best experienced through alocal.

It doesn't haveto be someoneyoumet on Couchsurfinglikel did. It couldbe atourist guide, afriend, or
even someoneyou knowback homewho hasrelatives in Lagos thatcan show you around.

I really think that's one of the best ways to experience the city becauseit allows youto see Lagos beyond
the major tourist attractions.

Alot of people cometo Nigeria and travelindependently. Unless they're very experienced travelers, they
often don't havethebest experience, in my opinion, becausethey onlyvisit ahandful of well-known
sites—the Nike Art Gallery, the Lekki Conservation Centre, and places like that.

They'renot bad places by any means, but theydon'treallygive youthefull Nigerian experience.

When you have someonewho can showyouaround—take you to alocal market, bringyouto places like
theFelaShrineto experience Afrobeat music at night, introduce youto neighborhoodbars and
restaurants—that's whenyoureally begin to experience Nigeria.

Thosearethe moments that make thetrip special.

You'll quickly discover that Nigeriansare incredibly friendly, incredibly open, incredibly kind, and incredibly
welcoming.

Alot ofvisitors stay in five-star hotels and spendtheir time visiting art galleries. Whilethose experiences
are enjoyable, | don'tthink they capture what makes Nigeria truly special.



The magic happens when you spendtime with Nigerian people, share meals with them, hear their stories,
and experience everyday lifealongsidethem.

That's what transforms a trip from simply thinking, "This is abeautiful country.l had anice time," to saying,
"Wow, this was aonce-in-a-lifetime experience. My entire perspective of Nigeriahas completely changed'

Ithink when you experience Nigeriathat way, those are the memories that stay withyouforever.

For peoplewho don'tknow, | thinkit's important to understand thatNigeriais really the
artistic, musical, and cultural mecca of Sub-Saharan Africa.

The filmindustry is known as Nollywood, and the Afrobeat music coming out of Nigeria is taking the world
by storm.

That's actually what drew metherein thefirst place. | thought, "I've got togo to Nigeria. I'm goingto Lagos,
andI'mgoingto stay for at leastamonth."

I'm curious becauseyou've nowbeen therefor quite along time.

I remember that during my month in Lagos, everysingle week | felt like | peeled back another layer of the
city. | started to better understandhowit moves, howit functions,and how toconnect withthe aspects of
thecity that had drawn metherein thefirst place.

Itwasn't somethingthathappenedimmediately. It took time, and | had to work for it.

So now thatyou'velived there for so long, whatare some ofthe things about the city of Lagos that make it
so uniquely special toyou?

ChrisJoondeph: | think you mentioned many of the things thatmake Lagos special.
Of course, there'sthe music, the art, the nightlife—allof those thingsare trulyincredible.

I think more broadly, what makes Nigeria so special to me—and Lagos in particular—is something alittle
different. Onething that really stands outis that English is widely spoken.

IfEnglishis your first or even yoursecond language, you'll find it very easy to communicate with people.
That's truein many African countries, but I've traveled across mostofthe continent,and | feel that the level
of English fluencyin Nigeriais exceptionally high.

People certainly speak Englishin other countries as well, butin Nigeria, many people speak it extremely
well, which makes it much easier to connect with locals, have meaningful conversations, and experience
thecountry on adeeper level.

And so, it's very easy to communicate withlocals and understand. | feel like that firstis areally great thing
for Nigeria, andthen | think the second is the cultureis so different than anywhere else. So, it creates this
environmentwhereyou can interactwith people and understand them and have conversations with them,
butthey are so differentfromyou.And then on top of that, it's acountrythatit very seldomreceives
internationalvisitors.



And so, everythingis really raw and authentic. AndNigerians are willing to, like, share that culture with you,
are very open. And atthe sametime, there'sno mass tourism,so nobody's jaded by anything. Everyone's
very open and willing to, like, shareand bring you in.

And so, what makes Nigeria so special arethese opportunities to havethesereally authentic experiences
with peoplethat youcan communicate with and learn fromthat, that travelingthe world. There's not alot
of other places whereyou havethat combination of everything in one place. Andl thinkthat's what makes
Lagos and Nigeria such a fascinating placeto travel.

Well, oneofthethingsthatl did intentionallywhen | wentthere for amonthis | stayedin
Lagosthewholetime.

And the benefit of doing that, obviously, isthat youget this deeper,moreimmersive experiencein thecity.
Obviously,the downside of doingthatis that | did not get to travel around therest ofthe country.

I know you have nowtraveled extremely extensively in Nigeria, including places like the northeastern part
of the country wherevery few tourists go. And1l'm wondering ifyou can share alittle bit aboutsome ofthe
different parts of Nigeriaoutside of Lagos and what some of your favorite other parts of Nigeriaare and
why?

Chris Joondeph: Nigeriais a giant country. It's the mostpopulous country in Africa. Andyou can think of it
as almost threedistinctregions. There's the southwest, or even four: there's the east, the south-south, and
thenorth.

Thereare over 200 ethnic groups that they call tribes within Nigeria, and there are about three major ones:
theYoruba, Igbo, and Hausa.

And going and experiencing and learning fromthose different cultures and different places is what makes it
really unique. Because Lagosis nothinglike Enugu, which isin the east. It's nothing like Kano, whichis in
thenorth.

And so, seeing these different places really shows you the full Nigeria. In Lagos, you can see most because
everyone comestheresinceit's the economic capital. But really gettingto see those places and where
thosedifferent cultures arefrom.

And so, iflwereto think of afew top places | would recommend, | would say oneisto go out east, togoto
Enugu and to aplace called Obudu Cattle Ranch.

So, it's quiteadrive from Enugu, but worth itifyou're going togo for afew days. It'saranch resorthighin
themountains, closeto the Cameroon border. Because of its high elevation, it's alot cooler. It's very
peaceful, great for nature, and areally beautiful place to check outinthe country.

Anotheronelwould recommend isJos, which isin the north-central partofthe country. Thisis also
another high-altitude area, mountainous, and really greatfor hiking, withreally awesome views.

They grow alot ofthe producein Nigeria. So, acomplimentisyoucall someonea"Jos tomato." You'd call
your girlfriendthatbecause she's so sweet, and youhear that in Nigerian songs. They'll reference that
becausethey grow the best fruit. They grow strawberries and differentthings there,and it's areally
beautiful placeto check out.



Andthen finally, the north is so different. Kano is areally cool, ancient city. [t was aformer emirate and had
anold wallaroundit. Therearestill emirs in the north that control theirareas.

Andthecultureistotally different. There's alot of ancient history, ancient Trans-Saharan trade network
history.

The other placeyou mentioned, | also wentto the northeast, Maiduguri. It's tricky to visitbecause there are
always challenges with insecurity up there. That's where alot ofthe Boko Haram stuff started. So, there's
someinstability.

Butgoing there was such anincredible experience. The people were so incredibly kind and welcoming. And
I loved Maiduguri. It was everythingaboutNigeriatimes ten.

And it was areally cool experience because | had a coworker. She was Nigerian, but fromthenorth, and
was living in the U.S. | was saying, "Hey, | reallywantto go visitthe north of Nigeria." And she said she had
thisunclein Maiduguri.And | was like,"Can | get his contact?"

And so, she put meintouch with her uncle. Mywife and | flew up there, met her uncle, stayed with him and
his family. They fed us, they took us around, and really showed us Maiduguriin away wewouldn'tget if we
justcame up thereon ourown.

Anditwasincredible. So memorable. I'll never forget how kindthe people are in the north of Nigeria.

Well, you and your wife nowrun tours to helppeople cometo and experience Nigeria. Can
you talk about the founding of yourcompany, Authentic Traveling Tours? What was the void that you saw
that needed to befilled that inspired youto startthis company?

ChrisJoondeph: So, weinitially wanted todo just one tour to Nigeria. That was the plan.

So, forthoselistening, we nowdo these repeat toursto Nigeria, basically open to anyone. You can sign up
and jointhesegroup tours. They're on fixed dates, and yousign upand cometo Nigeria and travel withus
and visit different places.

And I had initially just done one, and the thinking was, okay, | wantedto visit some places in the southwest
of Nigeriathat | had never beento. And | was thinking of doingit over aweek. And | was like, "Hey, maybe
someother peopleon Instagram and social mediamight want tocome with me."

So, | threw up this Google Form on my story, and we had ahundredpeople apply. And | was like, "Whoa,
okay, there's alot ofinterest here. Thisis crazy."

And so, we sent outinvites and ultimately ended up with 10 people who came on that first trip. Andwe
went around southwestNigeria. We visited Badagry, where we learned aboutthetransatlantic slave trade
history. Wevisited Abeokuta, Ibadan, Osun State, the moreinterior heartland of the Yoruba culture,and
spent sometimein Lagos.

We did a cooking class and all these fun experiences—justthingsthat | personally wanted todo.

Most ofthethings onthetourl had never done. The only things | had done were some of the sites in Lagos.
Ifyou comehere, you'vegotto cometo places like Nike Art Gallery and some of these places, which are
great.


https://authentictraveling.co/

And so, wetookthemthere, but thatwas really some ofthe only things | had done.
And so, | was super excited for the tour,and we were just goingto do it once.

But aswe did it, we saw that, hey, there's this real opportunity here because people want to travel to
Nigeria, but they don't understand how, and they don'tfeel comfortable, and they might be afraid.

And Nigeriacan be a tough placeifyou don't know anyone.
| alwaystell people; you've gotto know someone. That really enhances the experience.

And so, wewerethinking, okay, we coulddo these sorts of curated experiences where we pick you up at

theairport, we bring you to the hotel, plan outwhereyou're goingto be goingin away that's organized, so
you feel comfortable, but also open-ended enoughthatthere are all sortsofimpromptuexperiences and
opportunities to interact with locals. Andwe thought, okay, maybe we could do this again.

Maybe more people would come, and this would give me an opportunityto notbe basedin the U.S.
anymore. If we do this, we can make enoughto support ourselves.

And the decision was, okay, now we have an opportunity tolive together, we can work together, and we can
dothisreally cool project thatl thinkis really changing perspectives aboutNigeria.

Becausel've heard so many stories of people who come, and maybetheydon'thavethe best experience
becauseit's just not organized, or they don't knowwhereto goor what todo.

And so many times on our tours,we have people who say, "Wow, | heard sort of one thing about Nigeriain
themedia. But after this tour, I'min love with thisplace."

The NigeriathatI've seen, that | always see on my social media, that | portray—the Nigerial fellin love
with—that's the Nigeriawe show.

So, wework with local guides and give people an opportunity to learn fromthe people wholive in the cities.
The way it's organized is we're not really the tour guides. Mywifeis the coordinator.

And so, we're coordinating, like, we're goingto go here, the guide hereis going to show us around. Thatway,
you kind of get these people who know the areareally well, and you add to that all these impromptu
experiences.

One of my favorites was we were just on atour, and we came across this church service. These people
werejust about to start,and they were singing, they were praising, they allowedus to joinin with them,
they prayed for us, and it was on topof amountain on a beautiful, sunny day. It was such a beautiful,
impromptu experience.

| don'tknow howyouget that. To think that this is an organized group, and we have stops thatwe're
supposedto go to, and thenherewearejust like, "Oh, we found thischurch. Let's just join it and be with
these people." And it was so cool.

The impetus was initially justan opportunity formeto go to some places and have some peoplejoin me.
Andthenit wentto, this couldactuallybe aviable business. Andwe've been doing it. | think we've done six
now, and we have our seventh currently for sale.



So, it's been really exciting.

So, asyou know, the mainstream tourism industryin Africais notoriously imbued with
neocolonial dynamics. Andl knowyouand your wife have been very intentional about designingtours that
benefit local communities instead of simply extracting experiences from them.

And I'mwonderingifyou can share alittle bit about how you do that. And also, when you're bringingmostly
western travelers into Nigeria, howdo youthinkaboutthe power dynamics between visitors and local
locals?

ChrisJoondeph: So, | think we've really built this tour plan, and we do morethanonetour. Wetypicallydo
our southwest tour, butwe also have opportunities to travelto some otherplaces in Nigeria. But the way
we havebuilt thisisreally aroundthe way | would travel, whichis to dive into these local experiences, to
meet thereal people behind the places, and stay in local hotels and really see a place and meet thereal
peoplethere.

And so, theway we've builtthese tours is by working withlocal guides, local museum curators in different
placesin Nigeria, local hotels, and local restaurants to create an experience like you're just travelingwith
your Nigerian friend. Andthese would be the places you would go, and so these wouldbe the guides you
would hire.

Whatwe'reableto dois, rather than we'rethetour guides or anything of this tour, we're essentially
facilitating atravel experience with locals in Nigeria within the differentcities. And so, we look at whatour
responsibilityis. We've gotto arrange the transportation. We've gotto find theright hotels that meet the
standard. We've gotto figure out thatthe guide knows thatwe're going to be there at this time, on this day,
andthen, lastly, all the trip communication goes well—you know, whatto expect in Nigeria, what tobring,
making you feel comfortabletraveling, and all of that.

And so, what we'rereallydoinghereis facilitating this local experience where that money goes right back
tothetouroperatorsthatare working herein Nigeria. And tourismisn't abig business here at all. When we
look atthe guides we work with, mostoftheir clients outside of us are schools. They mighttake
schoolchildren aroundon other days, or sometimes localNigerians, but rarely foreignguests.

And so, it creates this very raw and authentic experience. Andl thinkthetravelers coming are excited and
opento that opportunity.

Now thatyouhaverun abunchofthesetours, whatdo younotice as being the biggest
misconception that firsttimevisitors have before they arrive in Nigeria? And what's the momentduring
your tourswhenyoucan actually see people's perceptionschanging?

ChrisJoondeph: | think the biggest misconception people have been they're often afraid of Nigeria.
They've heard somethingaboutthe country—thatit's goingtobe arough place or thattherewould be
challenges visiting. And | think they're always so surprised by howkind, friendly, and welcomingthe
Nigerian people are. And thisis somethingyoujustdon'tseeregularlyin alot of content orreportingabout
Nigeria.

Agreat first example was my first trip here. | had been told—notdirectly, but by afriend of minewho had a
friend living here, an expat working for aforeign companyin Lagos—that if| cameto Nigeria, | had better



have an armed security escortto go anywhere in the city. Otherwise, | would berisking my life. But this was
somebody who actually lived here, so it was alittle unnerving tohear something like that.

Then | came to Nigeria. | had an incredible first weekend, and | made this video. It was one of my first
videosthat went semi-viral. | madeit kind of sarcastically, joking, "Guys, herel amin Nigeria. I'm at this
beautiful beach! | was at Tarkwa Bay Beach, which is areally awesome place to visit in Lagos ifyou're here.
Andlwaslike, "Look, | haven't died. Nothinghas happened tome. Look at me herein Nigeria. This placeis
beautiful. | havenoideawhat these people aretalking about."

Having had so many people cometo the country,and havingbeen here so many times, that'sthe most
consistent thing we hear over and over again: "Wow, the countryis portrayed one way, butthe peopleare
totally differentfrom thatportrayal." Andthey really fallin love with the place.

The momentsthatreally reveal that happen multiple times throughout the trip. On the first day, they come
throughtheairport and get tothe hotel, so theydon'treally have much of achanceto experience anything
yet. But then, on that firstday when we're outon ourtour, they're like, "This is the Nigeria they were talking
about?" Then maybethey think, "Okay, I'll wait until daytwo and seeifit's still Like that." And thenit's day
two, and they're saying, "This is the Nigeriathey were talking about? What are people talkingabout?"

Ithink there's such ahuge mismatch between the country'sinternational reputation and whatit's actually
likewhen people comehere. And so that'swhat wereallytry todo with these tours: showthemthereal
Nigeria. Show them what it's actually like. Showthem howthe people who live and work here every day
really are. And let's notget caughtup in all of theseinternationalheadlines about the country.

What types of people mainly are coming on thesetours? What isthevibe likeamongthe
group?

Chris Joondeph: We get about three or four different types of people.It'salways afun vibe. One of the
things | love aboutthisis that | meet so many cool people from aroundthe world. The fact that someoneis
thekind of person who'slike, "Hey, I'mjustgoingto jump onaflight and go to Nigeriafor aweek," already
makes them an interesting person in my view.

So, when they comeonthetour, I'm always so excited. They always have fascinating stories behind them.
That's somethingl love aboutthis—meeting the people who come on thetour.

The types of peoplewho come on thetourbreakintomaybethree or four groups.

The firstgroup is Black Americans, butalso people from Caribbean countries like Jamaica and Haiti, who
have maybe doneaDNA test and discovered that they have Nigerian or Yorubaroots. They'reinterested in
comingto Nigeriato experience more of the countryand learn aboutit. Formany of them, it's their first
time—notjustin Nigeria, but sometimes their firsttime on the African continent. They'rereally excited by
the opportunity, maybe alittle scared, but excited. They wantto experience Nigeriain away where they
know what they're gettinginto, where someoneis organizingeverything and lettingthem know what to
expect.

The second group is diaspora Nigerians. These are peoplewho are Nigerian by blood and can trace their
family directly back to Nigeria. Maybe their parents are from Nigeria. Some were even bornin Nigeria and
left as children. Sometimes they have Nigerian passports, notalways, buttheyreally want to experience
Nigeria. Many of them grew up hearing fromtheir parents, "Ah, youcan never go. It's too dangerous." Others



feel thatifthey do go, they'llend up staying at their uncle'shousethe wholetime, and theiruncledoesn't
really want to takethem anywhere. They're like, "I've been to Nigeria before, butl don'twant to justhang
outat myuncle'shouse. lwanttogo outand explore. So,they comeon atour like ours.

The next group has no Nigerian DNA or family connection. Maybe they love West African food or Nigerian
food and want to experienceit firsthand. Maybe they love Afrobeats. We've had Americanswho say, "l love
FelaKuti, and | want to come sees everything related to Fela Kuti," even thoughtheyhave no other
connection to Nigeria. Others say, "l justwant to eat Egusieveryday." We love havingpeople like that.

And then finally, the last group is made up of experienced travelers—people like some of the travelers
you've had onyour show. They'retrying tovisit alot of different countries, and they've always wanted togo
to Nigeria, but they'vefelt alittle intimidated by theidea. So, they'reinterested in coming withagrouplike
ours.

The agerangeis all over the place. We get peoplein their early 20s, and we also get peoplein their 60s who
say, "I've always wantedto go to Nigeria, and now is the time."

Thosetravelers often wantto continue on to Benin afterward to visitanother country. Fortunately, Beninis
only about atwo-hourdrivefrom Lagos, soit's very easy to finish yourtrip in Nigeria, head overtoBenin,
andthen fly homefromthere. Youget to experience anothercountryas well.

Sothosearethefour different types of people who have been coming on ourtours sofar.

Well, | havetotell you, Chris, thatsincel wentin 2019, | have been telling people that my
experience getting avisainto Nigeriawas the most difficult visathat | had ever gotten, particularlybecause
I was trying to get it from outside the U.S.

Becausel was already on the continentand | wasn't tryingto go back to the U.S. toget thevisa. Andit was
quite an experience. | understand thoughthat they have completely updated the system and there is now
an E visa. Can you explain what the currentvisasituation is?

Chris Joondeph: Nigeriais so much easier to visit, and this has been so fortunate to have alighed withus
as we've started this company.

This all started about ayear ago, just before we were doingour firsttour. A lot of our veryfirst guests were
abletousethenew e-Visa systemto cometo Nigeria. It's been amazing for thetourismindustry becauseit
is so much easier to apply for avisanow.

Previously, applyingfor aNigerian visafrom abroad was really difficult. People would oftendo these West
Africatoursand endin Benin becausethey couldn't makeit to Nigeria. It wasn'tthatthey didn't wantto
visit Nigeria—it was just too difficult to getthevisawhile traveling. Youonly haveabout 90 daystodo a
West Africatrip, and you mightnoteven get your visain time. So it was always challengingto include
Nigeria.

Even applying in your home country could be difficult, especiallyin acountry like the United States. Ifyou
wanted avisa sticker in your passport, you had to physically go to a Nigerian embassy or one of their
processing centers. There are only fouror five of them—Washington, D.C., Atlanta, New York, Los Angeles,
and Houston.



When | was getting my visabefore, | met peoplewhotoldme, "l drove 12 hours from Ohio justto drop off
my documentsin person." Therewere so manybarriers that made tourism muchharder.

Now, Nigeria has this e-Visa system, whichis an onlinevisa. Allyouhave to dois go to the platform, enter
your information, add your passportdetails, and upload afew documents like a bank statement showing
sufficient funds, yourflightbooking, and yourhotelreservation. Then yousubmit the application.

Lately, we've been seeing approvals comethroughin as little as 30 minutes, so it's been pretty quick. That
said, | would still suggestpeople applyat least a couple of weeks in advance because processing times
can sometimes be slower. Butfor the mostpart, it's been fast, and it has made traveling toNigeriaso
much easier.

Well, | knowyouhaveatour comingupin Aprilof2027. Can you share someinformation
aboutthat and what people will experience on that tour?

ChrisJoondeph: Yes, we have a tourin April, and we're soongoing to be launchingone in May. So cometo
our website, authentictraveling.co,and you can learn more aboutour tours there.

We are doing our SouthwestNigeriatouragain in April. This is anine-day tour throughoutthe Yorubaregion
of southwestern Nigeria, whereyou'll have the opportunity to really dive into Nigerian culture, food, music,
and everything that makes this partofthe country so unique.

We'llfly into Lagos on the first day, where we'll have achanceto do acity tour and explore more of Lagos.
Fromthere, we'llhead to Badagry, where we'll learn about the history of the transatlantic slave trade.

After that, we'll travel to Abeokuta, a city that also has deep historical ties to the transatlantic slave trade.
Itishometo oneofourfavorite museums in Nigeria—the Olusegun Obasanjo Presidential Library—which
offers a fascinating look at the country's history and one of Nigeria's former presidents.

Next, we'll head to Ibadan, whichis approximately Nigeria's third -largest city, although thatranking
changes from timeto time. Ibadan has amuch morerelaxed atmosphere than Lagos. Lagos is energetic,
fast-paced, and centered around business and commerce, while Ibadan feels more authentic and laid -
back. The peopleareincredibly friendly. InLagos, ifyou're not buyingsomething, people are often ready to
move on to the next customer. In Ibadan, they'lLhappily sit down, chat with you, and spend time with you.
We always love thewarmthand hospitality ofthe peoplethere.

We'll spend acouple of days exploring Ibadan before continuingto Osun State, wherewe'll hike to a
beautiful waterfall and visit the Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove, one of Nigeria's two UNESCO World Heritage
Sites.

The other UNESCOssiteis located in northeastern Nigeriain amountainous areathat is much more
difficult to access, so very few people get to visit it. The Osun Sacred Grove, however, is much easier to
reach. Itis the spiritual home of Isése, the traditional Yoruba religion, and remains an importantplace of
worship for many practitioners today. Osun State has one of the largest populationsoftraditional
worshippersin Nigeria, making it an incrediblyinteresting place to learn aboutthis important part of
Nigerian culture and history.

Finally, we'llretumn to Lagos, where we'llenjoy alocal market tour, a Nigerian cookingclass, and a nightlife
experience.

By theend ofthetour, you'll truly feel like you've experienced Nigeriafrom everyangle. You'll have visited
local markets, traveled through the countryside, met incredibly kind and welcomingpeople, learned about
the country's difficulthistorythroughthetransatlantic slave trade, explored traditional Yoruba culture, and
experienced Lagos'vibrant nightlife and excellentrestaurants.
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You'll leave Nigeria with abalanced and complete understanding of the country from many different
perspectives. That's what makes the experience so memorable. You'll get home and think, "Wow, | really
did that. Just last week, | was in Nigeriaexperiencing all ofthis." It'sthe kind of trip you'l never forget.

Man, | am super excited myselfto come on one of your tours. So, folks can, I'm sure, find me
on oneof these upcoming tours. But for Maverick show listeners that would like to join would like to sign up,
is it possibleforthemto get a special discount?

Chris Joondeph: Yes, we have a discount for maverick show listeners. $200 Off the tour price. Price. So,
you can either sign up in the link that we will provide with thispodcastorifyou happen tocome through our
website, just mentionthe Maverick Podcast when you do that submissionform and we can ensurethatyou
would get that discountthrough thatway as well.

Amazing. Wewill link all of that up in the shownotes. As always,youcan go to one place—
themaverickshow.com—andpvisit the show notes for thisepisode. There, you'llfind the link to Chris's tours
as well asthediscount code so you can get all theinformation and signup.

Allright, we'regoing topause here and call that the end of Part One.

Ifyou would like to hang outin personwith me and Chris,we are both going tobe at the Extraordinary
Travel Festival in Bangkok, Thailand, from October22-25,2026. Youcan get a$100 discount onyour ticket
justfor being aMaverick Show listener.

To get all the details, go to extraordinarytravelfest.comand use the code MAVERICK at checkout. Then be
sureto send mea direct message on Instagram at maverickshowpodto let meknow you're coming sowe
can planto meet up attheevent.

We're also going to put thatin the shownotes along witheverythingelse we've discussed in this episode,
including howto get all the details on the Nigeria trip. Ifyou'd like to join thattourand receive your special
discount, everything willbein one place.

Just go to themaverickshow.com, visitthe shownotes for this episode, and you'llfind everything there. And
be suretotunein to the next episode to hear the conclusion of my interview with Chris Joondeph.

Good night, everybody.
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