My guest today is Jason Wang. Heis aformer Silicon Valley tech entrepreneur who sold his
company and walked away from the corporate worldin 2016 to pursue one of the most ambitious travel
questsontheplanet: visitingall 193 UN-recognized countries, summitingthe Seven Summits, and
reaching both the Northand South Poles.

One decade into the quest, at the time ofthis recording, he has reached 185 countries. Hehas been to the
South Pole, and in 2025, he completed the Seven Summits by summitingMountEverest. Hehas doneit all
together with his relationship partner, Grace.

Together, theyalso run City Foodsters, where they documenttheir culinary experiences around the world.
Jason now focuses on helpingothers break free from conventional travel and craft journeys thatventure far
beyond typical tourist circuits.

Jason, welcometo the show.
Jason Wang: Thanks Matt.I'mvery excited tobe on yourshow.

Man, | am so excited to haveyou here.l have been followingyoufor awhile. You areup to
somereally amazing and impressive stuff. And so, I'm super excited to dive intothis conversation. But let's
just start off by setting the scene and talking aboutwhere we arerecording fromtoday. | am actually in the
Blue Ridge Mountains of Asheville, North Carolina on the east coast of the United States today. Andwhere
areyou?

JasonWang: Well, you just caught mein between two trips. So, | just got back from Venezuela.l was
actually there during the major earthquakes.Justgot back afew days ago. I'min Californiatoday and |
leave againin a coupledays.

So, what was the Venezuelatrip like? Let's startwiththat. And what wasi it like to be there
during the earthquake?

JasonWang: So not even 24 hours after | landed in Caracas, it was that evening | was actuallyon atour
with alocal guide from Caracas. We were up in the mountains at a place called El Avila, right behind
Caracas. We had taken a cable car to go up to enjoy the sunset.

Andthen, exactly at 6:03, wewere next in line to take the cable car back down. Wefinished our little hike,
took photos,and were goingto go downand get somearepas. As | was about to stepinto thecablecar, |
actually had my phoneoutto record myselfgoingin, and the ground and the building just started shaking.

Wow, just to bein the middle ofthose two back-to-back 7-plusmagnitude earthquakes, that was pretty
insane. We didn't even know whathad happened. We lost communications, the cell towerswere down,
and it was really hard to even get back downbecausetheroads justgotcompletely destroyed.

So, we had to hike six milesin the dark, with no roads, down this mountain to get back intothe city. And we
had no idea what had happened. That was my first 24 hours in Caracas.

So, what was that hike like and how did thingsunfold fromthere onceyou started to realize
what was going on?
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Jason Wang: At first, we werejust waiting to seeifthe cable car would operate again. We didn't know the
magnitude of the earthquakes because, again, we had no Internet anymore. As soonas it happened,
everyonewas just confused up there.

Butthen it started gettingdark. It started getting cold. Andwe made a decision that the only way to get
down was by walking. We didn't know the conditions of the road going down, but there were no more roads.
The landslide from the mountaincompletely destroyed them.

Andtherewere some areas wherethere weretrees stacked upontrees. Therewas almostno way toget
throughthesetrees.But we saw some people comingup the mountain, some locals, and theyhad
machetes. They were literally chopping thetree branches up tocreate atunnel. That was the onlyway to
getthroughsomeofthe path.

Wow, what anight.

Andthen onceyou understoodthe catastrophic level of the damage and the loss of human
life and everythingelse, what was it like then beingthere for therest ofyourtime?

Jason Wang: Wewere literally by ourselves as the only tourists and foreigners in almostevery placewe
visited because, one, the airportgotdestroyed. So, Caracas Airportwas no longer functional.

And every lodge that we had already pre-booked, everyone just canceled because no one could getinto
thecountry. Therewere no flightsto get intoany of these places anymore. For example, the Orinoco Delta,
therewas no flight to go to the nearby city. And Canaima, where Angel Fallsis, all flightswere canceled as
well.

So, | literally wanted to get away from Caracas because there was no flightout ofth e country, sowehad to
stay for more than two weeks. We still decided, "Youknow what? We're here already. We'll support the
country throughtourism."

Andtheseplaces werestill open, but there were no more guests. So, we'llgo and tryto completeas much
of thetrip as possible. And then I'llbe documenting and showcasing the beauty of Venezuela, and
hopefully whenthey reopen fully, people will want to gobecause it was such abeautiful, beautiful country
with thefriendliest people.

So, what were those two weeks like for youand how did you eventually safely get outof the
country?

JasonWang: We had Angel Falls to ourselves. Wewerethe onlytwo touriststhere for fourdaysinthe
entirearea, which wasjust surreal. And same with Orinoco Delta. It was just thetwo of us and we were
headed to Los Roques. Butwhen we gotto the airport, they canceled theflight. We still stayed for an extra
five days untiltheyfinally started openingflights again fromamuch smaller airportcalled Valencia. So,
fromthere, | was able to fly to Panamaand Panamaback to the States.

Wow. I'm so glad that you two were ableto returnsafely. It is great tohave youback. | would
loveto do alittle bit now ofyourbackstoryjust to give folks some contexton yourjourney.

Canyou start, though, even before wetalk about yourjourney and justshare whereyourparents arefrom
in Chinaand what their life was like there and why they decided to immigrate to the U.S. soon afteryou
wereborn?



Jason Wang: So, my parents grew upduring the Cultural Revolutionin China. That was thefirst timewhen
you could take atest, and ifyou did well, you could go to college. So, they obviously took advantage of that
opportunity, and they met at Zhejiang Universityin Hangzhou.

After they graduated, theyhad me. | was born in Nanjing, China. And justoneyear after | was born, mydad
gotinto amaster's program at the University of Houston. So that was an opportunity for the entire family to
moveto America.

Americawas the Promised Land. It was a place where anyone who worked hard enough could makeit, and
you could get agood education in America. That wasn'tthe case anywhere else.

So, we flew over with my grandparents. | remember we literally had only US$20. That was it. So, we were
basically homeless, comingover and livingin student housing at the university.

| grew up really frugal in Houston for the first six years while my dad was studying. Mymomwas a
dishwasher at a Chineserestaurantmaking $2 an hour, and adollar of it went to my daycare. But that's
how we survived growing upin Houston, Texas.

Andthen what was yourexperience like when you thinkback as a kid coming upin an
immigrant home and navigating your Chinese identity and your American identity? What was that like for
you?

Jason Wang: | was probably like, | think, one of two Asiansin my schoolin Houston. | mean, to me, that
was kind of normal. And my namewasn't Jasonuntil much later. And English was my secondlanguage.

Andnow it'sflipped. | can'tread Chinese anymore. | can barely speakit, but | can kind of understand a little
bit.

My name, Jason, actually came when | moved outto Californiabecausel wasin the playgroundand the
coolestkid in class was named Jason. So, | told my parents, | want to change my nameto Jason.

So, weended up doing that legally when| moved out tothe Bay Area. Andthen whenl moved out to
California, it was just much easier to integrate. There's alot of Chinese communities out here with people
who lived aroundus.

Andwhatwasyour life likein the Bay? Coming upas ateenager? | know you played
basketball. You gotintohip hopculture, differentparts of that Bay Area culture. For peoplethatmay not be
familiar with the dynamics ofthe Bay, what was it like coming of age there?

JasonWang: The hip-hop culture was huge.| grew up witha couple artists in my class whowerejustinto
rap, and they were pretty big artists at the time. A group called The Pack. Hyphy music was coming up
when lwas in high school. That's all we listened to.

We dressed very baggy as well, with spiky hair, dyed earrings, and a silver chain and afake gold watch. So
that was the culture growing up.

Behind the scenes, we were just nerds too. Mygroup of friends, we would be up by 6am for band practice,
after school activities, and we'd be studying all thetime to try to get straight A's in class and studying for
the SATs. It was a balance of everything.



Now I'm looking back, wow, | don't know how kids can handle all that. Itwas alot of pressure.Seven days
a week, no days off. Summers, we have to go take more classes. | went tocommunity college to take more
classes and get ahead, get credits for college.

So never, never crossed my mind thattravel was athing wherel can go out and explore a place. My entire
childhood, | had onetripto China,and that wasiit.

How connected withthe Chinese diasporacommunity wereyou in the Bay? And how
important was thatto youculturally?

JasonWang: So, in the bay. | live next to this community thatgrewout from like aRanch 99, which is a
really popular grocery store. So, all my friends were Asian because 50% of our schoolwas Asian, and we
would always hangoutat Ranch 99. And then in college, | actuallyjoined an Asian fraternity as well. It
became a big part of my identity, being Asian American.

So eventhoughyouweren'ttravelingabroadvery much, did youdevelop an interestin
learning about other cultures just byvirtue of the diversity of the bay?

Jason Wang: To tell you thetruth, | had zero interestin travelinguntilafter college. Untill met my partner,
Grace. In college, | would tell people,it's awaste of timeto go and travel in the summers. I'm going togo
getajob and start making some money and get ahead professionally. Thatwas my thinkingthe entiretime
until acoupleyears after college. My thinkingwas, whydo | need to go see the Eiffel Tower or the
Colosseumin Rome? | could justgo on Google, look at an image, save myselftime and money. That was
me for a big part of my life.

So, take us alittle bit on that academic and professionaljourney and whatultimately led you
to entrepreneurship.

Jason Wang: Even growingup through middle school, highschool, | had thatentrepreneurship spirit
already. | was one ofthe only kids in my class that learned howto code HTML at the time. So, | built a
couplewebsites, and | was actually makingreallygood ad revenue from this company called DoubleClick
beforethey got acquired by Google.

| gotto apoint wherel got big enough where the main site, it was called CardCaptors.comofthis anime,
they sent me a cease and desist, and | was in middle school. They used to pay like adollar perevery 1,000
impressions or something. And!'llget like 70,000impressions aday. That's alot of money forakid in
middleschool.

So, | got shut down.But I was like, this is fun. | can make stuff. But then that poured cold water when | got
into college becausel wentinto focusingback on academics, had less timeto go and build something.

And so that didn't startup again until after graduation because | got sucked into afinancejob because
that'swhat | studied, that'swhatl was goodat. | work forabank, B of A Merrill Lynch, one of the largest
banksin their corporate debt division. And | was there for nine months.

That was when the entrepreneurship bugcame back. I'd be sitting in a cubicle with no windows, staring at
an Excel and PowerPoint six to seven days aweek, wondering, whatam | doing with my life? | need to get
outofhere. My passionisin tech. | want to build stuff.



And sothatwasit. | gotto go do something. Thiswasin 2010, so startups weren't really that sexy or athing
yet. ltwasjustin the early days of Dropbox,and Airbnb had some success. They raised a Series A round at
less than $10 million for some of these companies, where now a seed round could be tens of millions. So,
times have completely changed.

Itjustgrew fromwanting tobe my own boss. Andsomeoneoncetold methatthegoalwasto beableto do
anything at any timewithanyone. And that just stuck with me, and | wantedto accomplishthat.

Sotakeusin a little bit to that entrepreneurial journey. Whatwas the businessor businesses
thatyou ended up buildingand what was the proverbial entrepreneurial roller coaster like for you? Give us
a sense of what that period of your life was like.

Jason Wang: Right after my banking gig, | went toworkat an entry-level job at Google. | justwanted tobein
tech.

And at Google, | literally had 30 minutes of work every single day, which meant | had seven and ahalfhours
of freetime. I'm like, what am | going to do withall my time? There's nothingto do here.

Sothatwaswhen | started brainstorming ideas, and | just had so much timeto think.So, myfirst company
was actually amobile app that | started with my dad. We built a Craigslistapp for the Windows Phone.

So, atone point, Windows was trying to be a contender with Android and iPhone. We became the number
oneCraigslist app on Windows. We're like,wow, this is great. But then Craigslist sent us acease and
desist, so we had to shut that down.

But that was my first serious foray into entrepreneurship post-college, and then pivoted to anotheridea
right after that with somefriends.

So, whatwas the successfulideathat ultimately allowed you to sell your company and exit
inyourtwenties?

Jason Wang: So shortly afterwards, | would go back to Berkeley pretty oftenbecause |l was in a fraternity,
and it was just fun to hang out. Andactually, my co-founders for the companythat we ended up starting
were all my fraternity brothers.

And oneday, astartup acceleratorcalled Y Combinator—and they're pretty big now, butat thetimeyou
only got $18,000 for 7% of your company—came to campus as alumni. | wanted to go check it out.

Sowe went, listened to one of the partners speak, and pitched an idea. He said, you should applyforY
Combinator. [t wasjustan idea. We were just getting started withit.

We had a company called Munch On Me. It was like Groupon for food, so you can buy dishes at restaurants
for 50to 75% off. And this was during the height of the Grouponera, when Grouponwas the fastest -
growing company. They went|PO.

But unfortunately, after the IPO, that entire business model collapsed. So that's whenwe pivotedinto the
company that became successful. We were thefirst on-demandfood delivery company in the United
States, ayear before DoorDash and Uber Eats.

We had a company called Caviar where we could deliver youfood fromrestaurantswithinone hourin like
a dozen cities. So, we kind of created that concept. It'spretty insane at the time, thiswasin 2012.
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So, beforetravel becameyourlife. Thinkingback to that period, you wererunninga
successful business. Who did youthink you were goingto become? What were your aspirations backin
your 20s? How did you see your future at that moment?

JasonWang: | just wanted to build abillion-dollar company. | saw the social network, even gotto hear
some of my tech idols speak at someevents. I'mlike, thisisiit. | lovethis stuff. | wanted to be part ofthe
ecosystem. | wasin the heart of Silicon Valley duringthe start of the startup boom. Just suchaunique
opportunityand | get to build withfriends. Despite all the very tough times we have, that's what kept us
going. Lookingback, it was agolden opportunityin life where we all really youngand had nothingto lose, so
wedidn'thave anything. So very unique time.

So how did you meet Grace and how did she eventually influence your passion for travel?
How did that all unfold?

JasonWang: So, she was actually avolunteer photographer for that Groupon for food business. Onething
thatreally differentiated our business, we had really nice-looking photos of the food on our website. We
actually had photographers in every city goout, take the photos of thefood, and we wouldupload it.

So, Gracewas on her one-year break between college and starting dental school in San Francisco. So, she
had appliedto help us take photosofthefood. Andthen,untilwe shutdownthe business, she ended up
going to dental school.

And before she started dental school, that was whenwe started winding down the Grouponfor food
business. And shesaid, I'm goingto go backpacking in Europe for acouple weeks. And she said, youcan
join me or not, butl'mgoing togo anyways.

And | was like, okay, maybe.l've neverreally been outside of the United States other than crossingthe
border to Mexico and Tijuanaand atrip with my parents to China. So, | said, yeah, I'll gofor twoweeks.
We'rewinding down our business. | can usethebreak.

And wow. We went to Paris, Rome, and Santorini. It justblew my mind seeing the Eiffel Tower for thefirst
timeand the Coliseum. When you'rein yourearly 20s, mywhole thinkingwas just flipped.

[thought, | canjust seethisin photos and it wouldbethe samething. Butit absolutelyjust changed my
perspectivein life. And just eating the foodthere, walking the streets, | was just blown away.

| said, oneday, | want to be ableto do this all thetime. Go out and explore, see new cities, new places, eat
food everywhere.Thisis alot of fun.

So, talk about the successful exit thatyouhad withyour business and going back to that
moment. What did that feel like, and what did that mean for you at thatmoment, at thatage?

Jason Wang: It was just acoupleyearsin. The business was just exploding. Everybodywanted tohaveon -
demand food delivered. Andthere werelike dozens and dozensof competitors starting to pop up all over
the country, all over theworld. It was one of the hottest spaces in tech.

We never knew that we were goingto sell the business.We had just raised a big round of financing literally
a coupleweeks beforewe decided to sell. We had plenty of cash. We were actually profitableas a
business.



Atonepoint, wewere constrained by how fast we couldbuild because the business was growing faster
than our operational capacity. So, we knew that we needed help.

And acouple companies came out to us. And it all just happened so quick. You do afew meetings, and
then they send you aterm sheet. Then yousign this NDA where, forthree months, we do duediligence on
each other. They lookat everythingunderthe hoodfor ourbusiness, and we get to ask them questions as
well.

So, we got acquired by acompany called Square. At thetime, it was like a3 to 5 billion company. They
weren't publicyet, butit wasreally cool.ltwas runby Jack Dorsey, who started Twitter.

Like, wow. They have areally strongengineering team, and they can just give us adozen engineers onday
one. | thinkthey wantto helpusreally growthebusiness as apartner.

So, itjust felt right. Andwe decided, this is aonce-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Therest s history. Decided to
goforit.

So, talk about yourtransition into alife of travel. Was there A moment whereyourealized
you were no longerjust taking vacations and you had actually built an entirely different life.

JasonWang: Yeah. Had to stay two years after the acquisition. So that ended August2016.

And Grace had just graduated dental school the month before. We decided, let's go on athree-month
sabbatical. We'll travel toafew countries. Thefirst onewas the Olympicsin Rioin 2016.

And onceweweredone, wewerelike, wait, this is amazing and awesome. Why don'twe just keep going?
Why go back? We'rereally enjoying this. We're learning alot. We're experiencing a lot.

Thisis areally rare opportunity that, at ourage, we can go and explore the world. We don't have to wait
another 40 yearswhen we areretired to do this. We'reyoung, and ourbodies can handle this.

Let'skeep going. Andit'sbeen 10 years later,and we're still at it.

I love that man. Well, you mentioned your passion for culinary travel. Can you talkabout
your process for designingtravel aroundfood experiences?

Jason Wang: Before travelingfor anything else our entire travel was builtaround food. City Foodsterswas
afood blog before and we wouldn'teven do much sightseeing. We literally had lunch, dinner, lunch, dinner
every single day, booked in every destinationwe went to.

In someplaces, we had to book likeayear in advance. That's all we did. We would eat three, four, five
meals a day. At one pointin time, weweretop 10intheworld. Forpeoplewhogo around and eat, there's
this websitethat rankspeoplethatdo this.And | was surprised toseethat there's other people in the world
who do this. Thiswas our travel for thefirst few years before we gotintomore adventure travel.

And how hasfood becomeaway foryou to explore and understandother cultures?

Jason Wang: Food is probablythe easiest and best way. Youdon'tneed to speak the language. For
example, you'rein Vietham. Some of the happiest moments, you're just on ared plastic stoolat midnight
eating a bowl of noodles for less than adollar. How awesomeis that? You're just seeing the city go by you
and the hardworking personthat majornoodles and it's just so tasty. That for meis abig part of travel. They
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don't speak English; | don't speak Vietnamese. And I've had thatexperience in so many countries now we
justkind of bond, but not through talking, butjust over eatingthe food and me making soundslike, mmm,
that'sso good.

Whatis one place thatyou thinkis completely underrated for food?

Jason Wang: | would say Turkey because that's noton alot of global dining roadmaps. Butl could eata
year in Turkey and almost never repeat something because there'sso much diversityand it's just so good.
Theirtechniques on grilling meat and everything, even like going across different partsofthe country,you
can experience different types of cuisine. Wow. | feel like that's gotto be up there.

Onehundred percent. | totallyagree with that. And | feel likeit's also fromthe high end to the
streetfood. One of my favorite things in Istanbul, justwanderinghome at 2 in the morningand gettinga
Spicy AdanaKebab from one of the street vendors. They're so magical and amazing. Do you have afavorite
city oroneofyour favorite cities for street food specifically?

Jason Wang: Penang, which is also underratedin Malaysia. Mostpeople think Thailand, Vietnam, butmy
favoriteis actually in Penang. It's justthis little coastal city up in the north of Malaysia. Wow. | spentlike a
week there last year just eating. | loveit so much. Penne laksa, some ofthe shaved ice that they have.
Indian food, every flavor is just so boldand it's just so diverse up there. Loveit.

Man, | agree with Malaysia. |'ve spent probably four months in Kuala Lumpur,and | just
explain to peoplethe culinary scenein KualaLumpuris just unbelievably nextlevel.

Andit's so amazing too because of how diversethat city is. It's like athird Indian,it's athird Chinese, it's a
third indigenous Malay. And there's all of these different fusions of this perfectly beautifuland amazing
spicy food.

Andit'sopen atlike4 o'clockinthe morningtoo. Likeyou're on yourway homeat 4 o'clock in the morning,
and, oh, by the way, there's this unbelievable Indian place open that can do this incredible dish for you.

Andyou'rejust sittingthere watchingthe sunrise, eating spicy Indian food. AndI'mjust like, wheream|,
man? This place is a culinary paradise.

And | totally agree. | mean, | feel like a lot of people, Malaysiain general and Kuala Lumpur alsoas a city, |
feel like a lot of peoplejust discountit, orit's kind of like a pass-through city.

I'mlike, listen, you need to pay serious attentionto thefood scene in Malaysiafor sure.

Jason Wang: Because most people, when they stink street food also, it’s like Singapore, but for me,
Malaysiais Singapore on steroids. Interms offood, another level.

Totally agree.l knowyouhave had alot of meals around the worldand there's alot of epic
documentationofthat onyoursocial media. Can you share onereally memorable meal that still sticks in
your mind years later that you can remember?

JasonWang: So, there's this placel really enjoy. It's up in the Shiga Prefecturein Japan, out in the forest,
and they servebear hot pot. It's aseasonal dish.Normally, that's notsomethingyoueat on aday -to-day
basis, but this place specializesin this.



Andyou go for Hanasancho season,and they putitin a hot pot. Bear meat, and it's kind of like atasting
stylewherethe chefwill come out. The family-runplaceisin the middle of nowhere. You gottorentacar
and drivethere, take an hour-and-a-halftaxiride,and you're just surrounded by nature.

Only afew rooms are available, but you have bear nabe, and wow, every biteis just so mind-blowing. You
would just neverexpect bear to taste this good. You'd thinkit's chewy and gamey, butit's absolutely not
whenit'sdoneright.

So, I try to go back there once every year or two. | dream aboutit every so often.

Thatis amazing. Allright, Jason, | wantto talk about some of your travels, and | think | want
to start with China for avariety of reasons, including the fact that I have only been to Hong Kong and Macau.
I have not been to mainland China, whichis completelyridiculous.

| feel like Chinadeserves at least a full year of my time to just start slow travelaround the country. And so,
it's super high on my list.

Andthenlwasgoing throughyour content, and | was just like, oh man.lwas so in awe of so many ofthe
different places in Chinaand the way that you highlighted yourexperiences there. Andl'd like to go through
some of them. But | feel like agood place to start off this discussion about Chinais just with your personal
evolutionofyourrelationship with China.

You mentioned youwent once at 18, and it wasn't a particularly compelling trip. And now | know ithas a
really importantplacein your heartand your travelsand all of that. So, | would loveto maybejustdo alittle
overview, ifyou can, and shareyourjourney and yourevolving connectionwith yourhomeland.

JasonWang: So, when | was 18, Chinawas definitely nota cool place. All the Asian Americans around my
age back in the day were like, man, Chinasucks. | don't wantto beknown as Chinese.

When | went, it was just alot of dirt roads and nothing great. The hotels were kind of old. Even going tothe
Great Wall of China, it just seemed so backwards. | remember going toShenzhen as well. [twas not
developed like today,so Chinawas never really on my list.

Afterl had a terrible experience, we literallywenton abus. The entire bus was filled with people my
parents'age. [t was one ofthosetours where they takeyoufrom pointAto pointB, and there's a
microphone shouting all ofthe stuffyou need to know, and you're being herded like sheep.And thenthey
sendyou to aplaceto go buy stuff. It's one ofthose shopping tours.

Andthefood wasjust disgusting. Theytakeyouto places whereit's kind of more like buffetor banquet
style. And thatwas the way youhad to do Chinafor along time becauseit was hard to navigate that
country as aforeigner.

Andit completely changed in recent years. [twas only last September 2025. Now, as aforeigner, youcan
pay for everythingwith a foreign credit card. So, prior to that, | had to bring cash,even thoughthey'rea
cashless society now.

So, with thatin mind, and nowall the apps have translation, it's so easy to get online now withVPNs and
eSIMs. I'm actually spending most of theyear in China startinglast year and this year, three to four months
every year.



Ithinkit's one ofthe best value places for what you get. Price to valueis just so amazing. Like, youget a
glimpse ofthe future now. When you goto China and see how develo ped these cities are, you just can't
believeit.

What was it like specifically for you returning to your birth city of Nanjing?

Jason Wang: | went last year, almost 40 years later. The only thing | rememberas akid was taking a shower
outdoors at alittle sprinkler and ourhouse barely had aroof, was made of mud. Nanjing nowis like atier
onesuper developed city. Extremely beautiful, as one of the craziest Buddhatemples on the planet. And
everythingisjust so modernnow. | was just very proud and blown away by the developmentoverthe last
few decades.

Canyou describe someofthese places? Becausel have seen thefootage on yourlnstagram
of the Porcelain tower of Nanjing and the Foding Palace. For people that have never h eard ofthese places,
can youjust describewhat it was like to go there and to be there?

JasonWang: So Foding Palace, | think China spent hundreds of millionsof US dollars’worth tobuildit. It's
upinthishill area. You take an escalator up, it's like this huge, oddly shaped building, butinsideis six floors
with thousands of Buddha pieces inside made of gold, and there's really nothing like it in the world. And
they also have Buddha'scrown or somethinginside.And | think they only show it once or twiceayear
publicly. Youreally haveto go seeit to believe that this place exists. Italmostlooks like a spaceship out of
sci-fi, butit'sthere. It'sin the hills of Nanjing.

That's amazing. And thentell me about that porcelain tower as well, thatyouhave some
unbelievablefootage ofthat.

Jason Wang: Actually, one of the seven wonders of architectureis in Nanjing. Itis. The porcelain tower at
thetimewhen they builtit was one ofthe marvels ofthe world.So now today it'sareplica, butit's still
really amazing. And they have fireworks show everynight, alight show coming outofthe porcelain tower.
They also have theruinsinside of the modern version of it, showingwhatit used to belike. So that was
really cool. Nanjing is just an awesome city. | could spend months there.

Well, | want to ask you about some other places around Chinaas well as | was looking
throughyour content. | wantyouto tell me about the Yandang Mountain.| saw avideo of you climbing on
the edge of a sheerrock face with | don't knowhowfar downthe dropwas, butl was very nervous just
watching thisvideo. Can youdescribe whatthis was?

JasonWang: So, Chinadoes have somecrazy places like that. I've stood onthe edge of aplank at another
mountainin Yandang. It'scalled Via Ferrata.You justgo up witharope and a carabiner that's tied to the
clips. Andthenyougo aroundthis huge mountain. It could take like an hour to two, depending onyour
speed. So, | justwent with aguy. | justshowed up, hiked upto thetopofit, and then | was like, okay, can
someonetake mearound this thing? I'm herefor it. Andsomeone was like, yeah. And hetooksome photos
of me. | broughtmy Insta360.1don't knowhow safe any of this stuffis, but it was amazing.

Man, | don't know how safeit is either, but | was worried for you when | was watchingit. |
mean, thisis a sheer straight up and downrock and you were hundredsand hundreds offeet up fromthe
bottom. | mean, this was unbelievable. This is the kind of stuff that youhave on yourInstagram and just
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amazingly documented. The other thingwas the Ruyi Bridge. Forpeople thathave never seen or heard of
this, can you describe this bridge and thenwhatit was like to crossiit?

Jason Wang: So, think of rural China nextto this province called Taizhou in the southern partof China.
Literally in the mountains, there's twomountains and there's this helixshaped bridge, but rainbow colored
connecting thesetwo mountains. | saw aclip of it, Iwent there, | flew my drone. It looks like Mario Kart
when they go on RainbowRoad. Butit's abridge connectingtwo mountains. You can go acrossiit, take
photosonit. Andit's like aglass bottom. So, youlook down, it's like, wow, this is crazy. So, ify ou're afraid of
heights, it's maybe notthe best placeto go.You can stand fromafar and look at the bridge. That was
awesome.

Unbelievable. Well, one ofthe other things that has been on my radar forawhile for this
mainland Chinatrip thatis brewing in the back of my mind is Harbin. And I looked at yourcontent and |
haveto say there'sabunch of online content thatshowHarbinin the wintertime. And yours was some of
theabsolutebestthat| have seen anywhere on the Internet. For peoplethathave never heard of Harbin or
theice and snow world thathappens in the wintertime, can you give folks an explanation of what happens
thereinthewinter?

JasonWang: So, for justamonth or so every year in January, in aNortheast China province called Dongbeij,
the capital, one ofthe big cities there, is Harbin.

Andthey create this huge magical frozen world withaton ofice structures. It's almost like aminitheme
park. You can go onrides, listen to concerts, take pictures at all theice sculptures.There's alive
performance, butthe catchisit'sgoing to be negative 30 degrees, so you haveto stay warm.

Ifyou takeyour handout ofaglove, you've got 30 secondsbeforeyoucouldend up with frostbite. You got
tojustbeprepared.

The beautiful thingaboutHarbin is they'll sell you everythingbecauseit's China. You can buyyour whole
outfit after you arrive. Like adown jacket could be like $10, and your shoes like 5 bucks, and your hat'slike
afew dollars. Youcan get the full kit head to toe and be warm because alot of things are madethere.
Harbin's no exception.They'lLkit youout.

So, | actually spent amonth goingaround all of Northeast China, and it was such an interestingtrip
becausetheculturethereisvery Russian. It's very different fromotherparts of Chinabecauseit's notlike
Shanghai or Beijing. It's justavery different world.

I think that's the beauty of Chinabecauseit's so big and so diverse. Every provinceyougo to, it's gotits own
flavor and people and food as well. It was definitely a place to put on yourbucketlist.

Yeah. | mean, some people might have heard of theice hotelin NorthernSweden and some
of theseother arctic areas that are coming up with the snow hotel or an ice hotel. And this is acompletely
different level. Thisis like an entire city made out of ice. And then at night, the whole thing lights up,and it's
thisunbelievable scene. | haveto ask youaswell, abouttheice slide. They havetheworld's largestice
slide, whichis all lit up at night, and youhave some unbelievable footage of going down that slide. What did
that feel like?

Jason Wang: So that's one ofthe cool things you can do.You line up for thisliteral slide. Youjust go onthis
classic sled at full speed. It's just super long,and you can seethewholeice world fromthere.lt was fun. It



goes by quick, andit's really cold becausethe wind is just hittingyour car face the entiretime. So, ifyou do
gotothelceand Snow Festival outin Harbin, that's one of the highlights of that entire experience.

Well, another placethat | haveto ask you about is Chongging. | haverecently justseen the
footagethatyou're postingaboutit, and | actuallywant toread, if| may quote, the captionthatyouwrote
ononeofyour postsfromChongging, and thenl'll haveyou expand on it.

You wrote, “Theycallitthe 8D City, and up here,youfeelit. The most vertical place | have ever stood.
Roads that run overrooftops, and trains that slip straight through apartmentblocks. Most cyberpunk city
on earth, and every bit of itis real”. have seen theimages that you took. Forpeople that have never seen
this or maybe heard of this city, can you elaborate and describe what it was like to be there?

Jason Wang: Chongging is actually the largest city in the world. That'swhat | learned when | went there.So
massive. And alarge part of it is exactly as you described, the cyberpunkcity. Andthere are just so many,
many layersto thecity. That'swhy| callitthe 8D City.

You can be walking in, like, a plaza, thinking you're on ground level. Then you walka little bit more. You look
down, you'reactuallyon arooftop becausethecity is just so vertical. And you're like, whoa, this doesn't
make any sense.

Andthenthereare places you can go whereyouseetrains goingliterally throughapart ment buildings. And
peopleliterally live there, and the train is goingthrough their homes right above or belowthem. Supercool.

It's also the place where hot pot was invented. So, | pretty much atehot potmost ofthe days | was there.
Really spicy, though.So, ifyou can handle spice and you like hot pot, Chonggingis agreat place.

That sounds perfect to me, man. That is definitely on the list. Well, | have heard you say at
this pointin your life,for you, Chinais the best countryin the world as atraveler. Why?

Jason Wang: It just became accessible to Westerners.

So before, when I went to China, it was really difficult.| had to hireaguide. | couldn't pay for anything. It
was hard to doresearch. Everythingwasin their apps. They didn't have atranslationfunction.

And nowadays, you can book yourtraintickets in English, youcan book yourhotels,youcan pay for
everything using WeChat or Alipay withyour foreign credit card, and there's more and more English
popping up.lIt's likethisis agolden erawhere, before mass tourism hits China, it couldbe the next Japan,
wherenow it'sjustinundatedwith tourists. Butit's also accessible now, where if you wantedto solotravel
there, you could.

Andit'svery affordable. You can get meals for adollar or two if you wanted. There's every type of cuisine
you can get around the country supereasily on their high-speed rail. Ifyou wanted togo from one city to
thenext, you buyarail ticket, showup. It'ssuper nice, too. You'llbe therein an hour or two.

Andthere's just so much to explore. | thinkyoucan spend five years nonstop in Chinaand haveno
repeated experiences because ofhow vast and big it is. So, | think thisis the golden opportunity and time to
goto China.

That's amazing. | think that'sreally importantfor peopleto justcontextually understand that,
first of all, Mandarin is the most spoken first language in the entire world, more so than English. And



second of all, Chinahas almost 20% of the world's population, somethinglike 18% or whatever itis now,
intheonecountry. It'sjust unbelievably massive.

Andthat'swhyl'm saying,thefact that| haven'tbeen to mainland China, like, how do | even call myselfa
traveler? That'sjust ridiculous.| need to do what youjustsaid and go spend years exploring China by itself.

By theway, how is Chinain terms of Internet access for digital nomads, people from other countries that
would like to work remotely, goingto Chinaforamonthor so? Howis that dynamic?

JasonWang: So, whenever I'mthere, | have to get VPN becausel need to access all my American apps,
right? All ofthem are blocked, essentially, butsuper easy now.

You can just literally load upthe Trip app, pay 50 cents aday for aHong Kong eSIM, and it has built-in VPN.
With that, yourphoneis already unlocked. You can access any website, any service, and then you can
hotspot that to yourlaptop or downloadacouple VPNs, and you're set and now able to communicate very
wellwith thelocals.

Livetranslation tools. | would often just put my phonein the middle. It would justdo live translation. Very
natural now.And it'sreally good.

| wentto atea tasting inthe place that literallyinvented the oolongtea. | didn't understand aword of what
thelady was saying. So, we just wentback and forth using ChatGPT live translation,and we were ableto
have a conversationthatwas not possible ayear ago.

So, all these tools are making it so much easier to get aroundas aforeigner.

Allright,so | haveto ask, and this may be adifficult question, but what part of Chinahas the
bestfood?

Jason Wang: For me, it's Hangzhou, the best. It's inside of the botanical garden in Hanzo.It's called Ru
Yuan.

That chef invented—have you ever seen a photo of apyramid? Butit's made of pork belly. So thatdish was
invented by the chefwho cooked fordecades inside the Grand Hyatt Hotel. It was also avery acclaimed
restaurant in Hanzo, buthe left and started his ownrestaurant.

It'satop 10 restaurantever had. You gottogothere.

And Hangzhou,in general,thefood is very balanced. It'sthe headquarters of Alibaba. There's alake there
called Westlake. It'sverygreen, alot of nature. Awesome place, awesomefood.

So, ifsomeonewanted to plan a 30-day trip through China, whatwould you recommendas
thetop priorities for aone-month trip?

JasonWang: So, you can actually get a 10-year visa, which iswhatl have. Youdon'thaveto think about
getting anothervisafor 10 years, which is amazing.

But the first trip | would recommend, you go to Sichuan Province. That's where Chengdu and Chongging are.
Great places. You seethe pandas. You can see some mountains, do alittle bit of hiking,go to Chonggqing,
see themegacyber city.



And fromthere, you can go to thisplace called Zhan Zai Jie. That's where the Avatar mountains come from.
It's not too far away. From there,yougo seeZhan ZaiJiein real life.

Fromthere, you goto Xi'an. You go see the Terracotta Warriors, and thenyou fly over to Yunnan. Beautiful
place, a lot of nature and preserved villages. Spend aweek to two justgoingthroughYunnan,and youcan
endin Guilin.

Thosebeautiful karst mountains and rivers—you can take awooden boatthroughthem. Justpure paradise.

The first month you come back, youcan do thecities like Shanghai, Beijing, Shenzhen. But foryour first
experience, you shouldgo to thatsemiwestern regionand south of China. It's going to blowyour mind.

I have been taking notes, myfriend, and | will consultyouwhen| plan that trip. You have
been moving it up my priority list with all of yourcontent and withthis discussionas well. | now want to
pivotandtalk to youaboutyour travels in Africa. One of my very favorite continents.| have spent probably
two and ahalfyears onthe continent. But you have been to some countries that | havenotbeento,and |
want to askyou about acoupleofthose.

I think | want to start withBurkina Faso.Can youdescribe theincredibly unigue landscape and architecture
thatyou saw when youwentto BurkinaFaso?

Jason Wang: Burkina, | went right around Christmas of 2025. So quite recently, it was part of alarger West
Africatrip that1did.

So, | flew from Mali straight to Burkina, had six daysthere,and we were goingto just goin and do aroad trip
across thecountry. And of course, we were the only tourists | ever saw during that whole week.

Butit has someofthe most uniquelandscapes anywherein theworld. Theserock formations that's been
carved for millions of years. Of course, you'rethe onlyonethere.Ifthat was anywhere else, likein the U.S.
orsomething, there'd betens ofthousands of people. We just had a4x4, our guide, and Starlink, went
around. It was awesome.

Andthenlwentto thisvillagethat's thispondthat has crocodiles, sacred crocodiles. Andthisis aplace
wherethevillagers live withthese crocodiles. That's very unique to Burkinabecauseyoucan literallygo up
tothesecrocodiles, and they'rekind of like your friend. They're notgoing to attack youlike acrocodile
would somewhereelse.

Sothatwasvery unique. You'd bereally upclose with these crocodiles. So that'sanother unique
experiencethere.

| saw that footage on your Instagram, and thatwas another one where | was very nervous.
Whilel'm watching it, you arerightup touching these crocodiles. These are wild crocodiles. And you're
touching them, petting them. Andl was a bit nervous foryou.

ButthenI'mreading your caption,and you're explainingthat the childrenthat live there actually swim with
thesewild crocodiles. That was just unbelievable. | have not seen anything like that anywhere else.

So, we'regoing to, of course, link up in the show notes all this stuff that we're talkingaboutto your social
media so people can go into see this stuff directly.
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Butyou mentioned thatyouflew therefrom Mali, and that's another place | definitely want to talk with you
about. Can you share what some of yourhighlights were on yourtrip to Mali? Maybe just start withBamako
and whatyou experienced there.

Jason Wang: So, this was December 0f 2025. Booked aweek in Mali, but didn'tknow the exact itinerary.
We didn't know what was going to happen or whatwas goingon. It was goingthrough someissues and
problems withinMali. There was afuel shortage and there was supposed to be this music festivalin
Timbuktu, butbeforethenwe were in Bamako.

We didn't know if we were going to makeit. There was no confirmedflight. We werejust doingallittle bit
tour ofthe city. Wewerethe only tourists in the entire country, | believe. Andshortly afterwards, actually,
Malibanned Americans from even comingin. So,we were one of the last Americans to enter Mali.Very
fortunate.

But literallythe morning of, they said, pack yourbags and timeto go.We got aplane at Timbuktu. We didn't
know how long we were goingto stay. No clue. The day before, apparently arocket hitthe airport, so it
wasn't completely safe either.

You just never knowwhen you land. It'sjust an army of militaryguardingthe airport. And like even the
Wagner group was there. You get escorted out by acaravan of armed forces and security. We were the only
turfsin Maliat Timbuktu, so they wanted to make sure nothinghappenedto us.

Butwewere ableto spend 48 hours, two nights at this hotel thatwas started by the founder of the nuclear
program from Pakistan.So that was really cool. We had Internettoo. | broughtmy Starlink, so we were able
to stay connected in case something happened.

We justhad agreattime. Thelocals are friendly, and it's just a place where you grow up kind of hearing
about but never knowing ifit's possible to visit. So thatwas really special, goingthere, seeing the mosque,
the manuscripts, walkingaround town.

Andthen the musicfestival. We did get to see afew performances. That was acherry on top.Really made
thetrip.

So, what did youlearn aboutthe Tuareg culture whileyouwere out there and what was the
music festival like?

JasonWang: So, they'rereally into music. | actuallyreally like their music after listening toit. It's actually
world-renowned music.

So, this festival called Festival au Désert, it used to happen every year, and they've only restarted it recently.
Andldon'tknowifit's going to happen again. It justdependson the security ofthe country everyyear. So, it
was a short window of opportunity togo.

Tuareg people, they dressreallycool. They cover their entire bodies except for their eyes. Tuareg teaand
bread is amazing. Very strongthough. And they makethis bread that they cook under the sand. Really,
really cool experience. They'revery tastyas well.

Actually, did acoupleof nightsin the desertin anothercountryand camp with the Tuaregs. They showed
us around in Algeria, so gotto get some more Tuareg experience out there. And Libyaas well.



Amazing. And thenin Bamako, one of the other things thatyouhad mentioned is that you
found aChinatownin Bamako. AndI'm wondering ifyou can talk aboutthat, whatthe Chinese diaspora
culturein Maliwas like and what your experience was like connecting with folks fromthe diasporain Mali.

JasonWang: So, oneinterestingthing is | found Chinese communities all over the world, and especially in
Africa, and Malitoo. I've always wondered, why did they move from China?

It actually makes alot of sense. |'ve asked them this question, butin Chinait's so competitive and there's
not alot of opportunity. For example, | wentto abobateashopin Maliin that Chinatown. Thelady told me
shemakes morein a few days therethan amonthin China, monetarily.

And Chinese, they can go anywhere. Theydon'tcare. They'llgo and make moneyfor fiveto 10y ears and
then go back and send that money back to their families. And they have acommunity everywhere.|'ve seen
Chinese communitiesin every countryl went to, prettymuch,in Africa. It's just so unique.

| actually ended up leaving the hotel, stayingat one of these Chinese hotelsin Bamako.It's super unique.|
actually felt like, at times, | was in Chinabecausethelayoutoftherooms, the beds, everything. And good
AC, becausein China, they have great AC.It all comes from China. Good Wi-Fiand Chinese buffet food.

Now speaking Chineseto them. They also take, like, WeChat Pay. If you don't have cash, you can just scan
their WeChat and useyour foreign credit card tomake payments.

So, I'vekind of connected the dots. Justafew months ago, | was in the opposite end wherel wentto a
place called Little Africainside of Chinain Guangzhou. | felt like | was in Africabecausethat's the largest
African community in China.And you knowwhat they're doing there? Trade. They have all these shops and
they're shippinggoods back to their home country in Africa.

That'swhy alot ofthegoodsyouseein Africaarefrom Chinain the street markets, whentheysell those
shoes, shirts, pants fromChina.So, | thinkthatrelationship has been reallygood. Andit's kind of made
traveling aroundeasier for mebecausethey just think I'm Chinese and I'm thereto do business.

How has it been connecting with the Chinese diasporacommunities in some of these
different places? | imagine that the experience of Chinese immigrantsis differentin alot of the different
countries. Butl'malso curious foryouin terms of your abilityto connect with them throughlanguage and
heritage and culture,howthat has been foryouas atraveler.

JasonWang: Once they know you're Chinese, they're super friendly because theyhave someoneto
communicate with.

The mostremote placel've seen aChinese community isin Nauru. My planewas all Chinese people
becausethey gothere. And almost everyrestaurant and shop in Nauru, that littleisland mightbe the least
visited country in theworld, with Tuvalu. Butevery business thereis owned by Chinese.

They bring all the stuff over from Chinaon the plane. Andwhen | gotoff and | went to go get my luggage,
boxes and boxes of stuff. And it's the same story everywhere.

The economic opportunityin these places you wouldnever think they would moveto, butthey're there, is
much greater than competing againstabillion-plus peoplein China.



So, they comein rotation, stay forafew months at atime, make their money, gohome.And it'sjust super
fascinating to seethat literally all around the world.

Allright,we'regoingto pause here and call that theend of part one.

Ifyou would like to hang outin personwith meand Jason, we are goingto be at the Extraordinary Travel
Festivalin Bangkok, Thailand, October 22ndto 25th, 2026. This is a super interesting gathering of the most
accomplished, avid, and adventurous travelers. And youcan get a$100 discounton your ticket just for
being a Maverick Show listener.

So go to extraordinarytravelfest.comto get all the details on the event. And then, at checkout, use the
code Maverick, and thatwill getyou a $100 discount onyour ticket.

Andthen besureto shoot meaDM on Instagram @maverickshowpodto let me know that you're goingto
be coming sowecan planto linkup atthe event.

We are also going to link this up in the show notes, so you can always justgo to one place at
themaverickshow.com.Go to the shownotes for this episode. Thereyou'llfind thelink tothe Extraordinary
Travel Fest and your discountcode, as well as links to everythingelse we have discussed in this episode
and allthewaystofind, follow, and connect withJason onsocial media.

Andbesuretotuneintothe next episodeto hear the conclusion of my interviewwith JasonWang.

Good night, everybody.
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