Thisis parttwo of my interview with Adenike DaramolaJoondeph, betterknown as Dara. In part
one, wetalked about her experience growing up in Nigeria, boarding her first flight in 20--, and then her
experience and reflections on traveling toover 100 countries on her Nigerian passport. So, ifyou haven't
yet heard part one, you can go back and listen to it after youfinish this episode.

But right now, in Part Two, we're goingto talkabouthow she met her husband Chris and co-founded
Authentic Traveling Tours tobring people to experience Nigeria. She shares the biggest misconceptions
people have about Nigeria before coming, what she's most proud of about her country,and how you can
get a special discount ifyou wouldlike to visit Nigeriaon one of her tours.

She also reflects on how travel has impacted her, why shefeels it's so important for Nigerians to travel
internationally. Andatthe end, of course, | ask her to name her top five Afrobeat artists. So please enjoy
the conclusion of my interviewwith Dara.

Well, you have mentionedyour husband Chris a couple times now, and | would love to hear
the story ofhow youmet andfellin love. Canyouthinkall the way back before anything romantic
happened?What was your veryfirstimpression when youfirst met him? And explainto people whatthe
context was.

Adenike Joondeph: We metviathe Couchsurfingapp, whichis atravel app. It is not adating app.
Everybody needs to know.

So, | had benefited from Couchsurfingtheyear prior totheyear he came. So, | just got myapartment, and |
decided to putiton hosting because | had also been hosted before. | was hosted in Ghanawhen| did my
paragliding.| stayed withafew hosts.

So, | putiton hosting, and thenl hosted someone who was a Singaporean. Andthen he stayed with me.
After he stayed with me, | was like, okay, this hosting is not bad. Maybe | can host more.

And my husband happened to bethe second person that requested to stay with me. Accordingto him, he
saw my profile. [t was interesting. As at that time, | had just started doingtourism.l'd been to afew places
in West Africa thathehad not been to, even though he had traveled toover ahundred countries at the time.

So, itwas like, oh, this lady looks cool. She has also been to alot of states in that country. She'd be the
bestto show mearound. So, hedropped amessage, and | saw it.

And what caught my attentionwas when he said, "l have been to 136 countries." | said, wow. | adore what
he's doing, and | think it will be anice person to hang around, to have conversations with, to pick his brain.
Becausethisis something | was aspiringto be orto do.

| had just started traveling.l'd only been to, | think, five countries, if not less, at the time. So, | wanted to
meet him. So, | told him, I said, "Oh, of course. Youcan come to my house. | can showyouthis place. | can
showyou thatplace." Andhewaslike, "Okay, let'sdo it."

Butwhen I met himin person, thefirstimpressionwas, this guy is so open-minded.

So, there's something about Nigerians. Theywant to getto us. Ifwe cook for youand youeat it with all your
heart, and you eat it to the last goal, we're justgoingto fallin love with you. Like, we love when people
appreciate our culture. We love when people try to,youknow, whenyousay culturalappreciation, you try
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to danceto our music, you tryto singour songs, youtry to speak our language, youtry to eat our food. Oh
my God.

Andthat was one ofthethings| liked. He wanted to eat the way locals were eating. And tome, that was
very fascinating. | just loved how authentic he was because|'m also a very authentic person.

And that was anatural attraction. Just like, | like this person. | like howhe's not forming. We say "forming"
here. Whenyou are acting likeyou're posh oryou're tryingto be atype of way, you say, "Ah, you're forming,
Why areyou forming for me?" Butfor me, he was just himself. Andthat was one of the first few things that|
noticed about him.

So, whenyoustart datingand then you eventually decide to get engaged and married, what
did your family thinkaboutyou deciding to marry someone outside the culture?

Adenike Joondeph: Myfamily is avery open-mindedfamily. The fact that we could use Yahoo! Messenger
and chat with somebody that is somewhere on another continentsays alot.

We've also had a few distant siblings thathave also lived abroad. And my dad worked with some
internationalbrands like Heineken. Andhe had already associated withforeigners before. He had them as
business partners.

So, it was quite easy for me to introduce him to my family. Infact, | think my dad fell in love with him first
beforel did. Becausewhen | took himto my grandma's village, thatwas thefirst day | was visitingher
myself. Becausein my culture, youdon't justtake aman homeifyou don't have an intentionto marry them.
And it's very difficult to startto explainall of this.

And so, | justtold mydad. Heknew | was into tourism, so | just told him, "Aforeign client, and hewanted to
experience something outside Lagos. And I'm thinking of taking him to Ekiti, where I'm from and where my
grandmais."

And my dad was like, "Oh, really?" So, my dad wanted to putalot of thingsin place. He wanted to take care
of thetoilet. | said, "Don'tworry. This guythat!'m bringing, he used to hop onthe bus withgoats when he
was in other African countries. He has been throughworse. He's goingto survive. Don't adjust anything. |
justwantto informyou so | can tell Grandmathat I'm coming, and then we'll take care of every other thing.'

So, wegotthere. There was no electricity. We sleptin the village. We cooked with my grandma. We ate. We
took pictures withher. We visited my grandfather's grave. Yeah, Dad, and thatwas what sold it for my dad.
My dad was like, "This person that wentto my mother's house, saw my father's grave, | like him."

So, hewas able to warm his way throughto my father's heartbefore | did theintroduction. So thatwasiit.
That was easy for us as a family.

Well, l understand his family came into Nigeriafor the wedding. Can youdescribe the
wedding and what it was like to bringthe families together?

Adenike Joondeph: Bringing them to Nigeriawas very interesting. Even before the wedding, he gavethema
tour. My husband gave his family atouraround Lagos withoutme. And | was like, "Oh wow, you're now a
Niger boy."



So, they explored Lagos. Itwas very fun.lt was just like we were havingthe best time. It wasn 't stressful at
all.

The planning, of course, planningis always stressful. And | love how excited my husbandwas. Usually,
whenyou are planningawedding and you give yourhusband's family aweddinglist—we call it the dowry
list—it's always like 40 items: a live goat, 42 bags of yams, an endless list. And all theitems on this list are
very significant. We're not tryingto open a supermarket.

So, | love how interested hewas. Here in Nigeria, it is the family of the groom that usually goes, nottypically
thegroom. So, ifhe has women in his family, like sisters orjust maybe aunts, the females wouldgo to the
market to buy these things so thatthey can negotiate. Inour culture, it'snot really something men do, right?

Buthewas sointerested. It was like, "lwant tobuy the goats. | want tobe part of this. Yes, yes."

And | didn't even haveto lift afinger. So, | was just home chilling, getting readyto be abride, and my
husband was doing thejob.

But weboth had fun. We're still planning to do another wedding when we probably get to a stable location,
maybe settle down somewhere.

We haven't donethewhiteweddingyet, butthetraditional weddingwas great.
Well, first of all, you twoare absolutely adorable together.

Some of my very favorite content you do is when thetwo ofyouarein the video together, and youboth have
thisamazing dynamictogether. Andit's so lovely.

Andyou'reboth obviously extremely passionate aboutNigeria, and you have started this company,
Authentic Traveling Tours,whereyou are bringing travelersand people from outside Nigeriainto Nigeriato
experiencethe country.

Canyou share about the founding of thatbusinessand what type of tours you're offering?

Adenike Joondeph: So, we started Authentic Traveling Tours last year, and this whole idea started from me
showing my husbandaround.

I'vealso been doing sometours, individualtours, private tours, butnothing on alarge scale. So, we just
came together, and | havethe expertise.I'm anative. I'mhere.Even iflamnot an all-roundtourguide, |
have contacts, connections, | can get around, | can make calls, | can put things together.

And he hastheaudience. He has been to a lot of countries in Africa, and he has also been to alot of states
in Nigeria. And he has a huge followingwhen it comes to Nigeriaand even Nigerians in the diaspora.

So, peoplelove how he explores Africaand he talks about it. Andwejust thoughtaboutit, thatthisis going
to bean opportunity to bring these people. They see him, they love what they see, and some of these
people also want to experience the samething, buttheydon'tknowhowto go about it.

Because Nigeria is not really that accessible. It'saccessible if you know someone that can holdyour hand
or hold you by thehand and showyouaround, butitis not accessibleifyou just want to bookaflight and
come here. You'regoingto belost.
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Andthenwejustthought aboutit. Let'sdoitinstead. We wantedto just do it as a one-off trip. And thatwas
how it started.

We did thefirst one, and then werealized that from the first posthe put out, 1,000 people showed interest.
They filled theform. He had to select out of those people who filled the form, and he had to screen them
and all of that.

I was like, okay, this looks likeit's goingto befun. Let's doit.

And that was how Authentic Traveling Tours started. Anditis also abusiness that we've been able to build
together to help us build astable life. Because at some pointin our lives, he had to movefromthe U.S. to
Nigeria. He wouldn'thave been able to do that if there was no backup or other optionfor himto fall back
on.

We can't start going intothe employment market here in Nigeria. All of thatis going to bevery draining. So,
wewere just like, okay, thisis an opportunity. This is already what we love doing. Let's just build a market
around this and extend ourincome, dependingon whenwe can decide where we want to go and live or
base permanently, sincel cannot enter the U.S.rightnow.

Butit'sbeen fun. It's been amazing. We've hosted aboutseven grouptrips. Oh my God, | can't believe that.
It's been like a year, and we've hosted about seven trips.

We've met amazing people. About 60 people have cometo Nigeriato explore Nigeriawith us.

So, our tourisin the southwestern part of Nigeria. | love to call it exploring the Yoruba culture because the
southwestern partofNigeriais occupied by the Yoruba people, whichis where | am from.

I'ma Yorubagirl through and through. My dad is Yoruba. My dad is from Ekiti State. My momis Yoruba. My
momis from ljebu, Ogun State.

So, Ogun Stateis one of the states we explore on our tour. There are about six states in this geographical
zone, the southwestemn partof Nigeria, and we explore four states out of these six states.

By theend ofthetrip, our travelerscan say they've experienced Yoruba culture. They've experienced the
spicy food because we loveit spicy. They've experienced the dance, the smile. We love to stay happy.

All ofthesethings arethings that weintroduce to our people. The authenticity of all of these experiences,
as raw asit is. And they go back home adifferent person than howthey came. It's an amazing experience.

What are the biggest misconceptions that firsttimevisitors typically have before they arrive?
Andthenisthere amoment during yourtourswhen you can actually see people's perception changing?

Adenike Joondeph: People believe that the whole of Nigeriais not safe. Thatis not true at all.

Yes, we are experiencing insecurity in some areas. Thatis afact. But then we knowthese areas. Some
people stay away fromthose areas. Even in these areas that we're talkingabout, some people still live
there, and they know howto maneuver and maybe stay away from harm's way and all of that, and still keep
safe, right?

So that's amajor misconception.
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People come, and then they get to Nigeria. By thethirdday, they see how warm people are. They see how
people canjustwalk up tothem on the street. Then we go out at night and have fun.

And attheend ofthetrip, they'relike,"l wish | had come here sooner. I'm glad | didn't listento what they
said."

Some peopledon't even tell their family thatthey are coming. Yeah, theyjust book theflight and come.
They'relike, "Okay, I'm going totaketherisk."

Butthen they realize that there's actually norisk to take, especially if you're exploringthe southwestern
part of Nigeria. Even if you want to explore the northernpart, the locals know how totake youaround
without putting you in danger.

So Nigeria is relatively safe, and people should cometo Nigeria.
So, who comes on your tours? What is the group vibe like?
Adenike Joondeph: It's amixed dynamic. The highest frequency would be from Europe and from the USA.

Butthen we've had Brazilians, we've had Caribbeantravelers, we had one lady from Haiti. | was like, "This
is my sister."

We also have different age groups. We've had peoplein their 60s. We've had peoplein their 50s. We've had
peopleintheir40s. We've had peoplein their 30s.

We've also had teenagers, maybe, whotravel withtheir parents. Probablytheywere bornin the diaspora,
andthen their parents are Nigerians, and they wantthem to come and experience their culture. And they
entrust themwithus becausethey've seen us.

It's very interesting how Chris makes the trust stronger. If | was the one advertisingthese trips, | probably
would not have that much structure,as much as Chrishas got it.

Becausethey see Chris as a foreigner. And some ofthem are like, "If aforeigner can cometo my country
and enjoy my countryand say these goodthings about my country,I'min Nigeria. | need to go back home."

Or, "I'm an African. | need to go back home. I need to retrace." Or those thatare born in Brazil or places like
that, that have African lineagein their blood and all that, they see Chris and they're like, "If awhite person
can dothis, | need to go back to Africa."

So, yeah, we have different types of people that come on ourtrip, and it's so amazing to meet all ofthem.

What is one thing about Nigeriathatyouare most proud of? That you wantto ensure
everyonewho comes on this tripgets to experience?

Adenike Joondeph: Hospitality. Numberone, beento 101 countries, | can tell you nothing beatsthe
hospitality of Nigerians. I've seen countries thathave come close, butl thinkNigeriais acountry that
everybody should experience.

I've seen the world from different perspectives, and I'verealized that some people areliving alifewhere
they'retoo careful. They'rejust so closed up. They don't wantto openup to anybodybecausethey are
scared. They don't knowwho totrust.



Butyou cometo Nigeria, and somebodywilljust open theirhome for atotal stranger.| grew up in akind of
homewhereweweretaught thatitisnormal to have aspareroom. And thatroomis supposed to be
availablein case you have any unplanned guests.

Because during my grandfather's era, they traveled onfoot, and they stopped alongthe way. We call them
Janjo, asojourner,or somebody who is traveling. Andyou stopanywhereyou feel likeiit's getting dark, or in
any area. You just walk into any household, tell themyou're atraveler, and thenthey're going to welcome
you into theirhome.

They'regoing to cook for you, give youfood, take care ofyou, and then send you off the next day.
Thatistheculturel grew upin, andthatis Nigeria.

Eventhoughin places like Lagosit's still alittle bit diluted in that aspect, you would stillfind that
hospitality. So, hospitality is top-notch. | love Nigeriafor that. And | think that is one of the thingsthat has
been keeping ustogether.

The love, even though ifyou have learned aboutourpolitics, is also one of the major weapons that
politicians useto try to cause separationamongst us. Becausethat loveis very strong. And they know that
if you usethis asaweapon, you can penetrate thatgroup. Because thatway youwantto startto hate each
other, but you're supposed to love each other.

Sothat genuine kindness—being kindto youwithout expecting anythingin return—youwould find it herein
Nigeria.

I lovethatyousaidthat because one ofthe stories thatl have been tellingsincel went to
Lagosin 2019is how, on my first day in Lagos, | wentto a coffee shop, and | was working there and ordered
a coffee and some snacks and stuff.

| was ready to go, and | asked for the bill. And the bill came, and | gave him my credit card. And my credit
card didn't work. Andl was like, "Oh." And| was like, "Is there an ATM machine around herethat| can get
the money out of, and I'll pay youthat way?"

And the waiter says, "Sure, I'llwalk youover to the ATM machine.l'll show you whereitis." | said, "Great,
thankyou."Hewalks me overto the ATM machine. | take my ATM card out, | put it in the ATM machine, and
my ATM card doesn't work.

So now | have no credit card, no ATM card, no money. Andl'm standing there, and | have abill to pay, and
thewaiter's standing next tome.

And just at that moment—there were two ATMs next to each other—this Nigerian guycomes up to usethe
ATM machine himself. He goes to the one next to me, and helooksover and he's like, "Oh,what's up, man?
The ATM machines—youcan't get any money out?"

And | was like, "No, my card's not working." Andhe's like, "Andyougotabill to pay?" And | was like, “Yeah, |
got abillto pay.” And hejust asked the waiter,"Howmuch is that?"

Andthewaiter tells him, and he gets his money outofthe ATM machine. He pays the waiter for my bill,
gives thewaiter atip, and then justturns around and goes to getintohis car. And | was like, "Bro, thankyou,
buthow dolgetthat back toyou?" Hegoes, "Don't worry aboutit, man. Welcometo Nigeria."



Andthat was literallythe love that| felt and the welcomethat | gotin yourcountry. And | havetold that
story many times on this podcast. | tell people all the time, and | said, "Listen, thisis what my experiencein
Nigeriawas."

So, I lovethatyoushared thatbecausel felt that as well when | was there. And it is truly a special place.
Adenike Joondeph: Yeah, itis. And I'm so proud of it.

So, talk about what you have coming up for people that would like to goon one of yourtours.
Whenis your next tourthatpeople can sign up for? What is it going to be like and howcan peoplejoin?

Adenike Joondeph: So,for Authentic Traveling Tours, our next tripis going tobein April. It'salso the similar
itinerary we've been having, we've been doingfor awhile, which is the southwestern part of Nigeria. It
basically startsin Lagos. We show you what Lagos has to offer. We visit some of the major attractions in
Lagos. Andyou also get tovisit the legendary Fela Shrine.

Fela's sonis always performingevery night,and sometimes even his grandsonwould be performing. It
happens every Sunday night. So, it'snot like they're puttingup a performance for the tourists.

So, you get to seethe authentic nightlife. Yousee locals, you see them hailing, dancing. You justfeel the
vibe, the music, the fun. Theambianceis great.

Andthen after Lagos, we go to Badagry, where we get to learn about history.We get to learn aboutthe
slavetrade. A lot of people, some people, don't liketo hear that word, "slave trade," but it is part of our
history. It does not define us, butit's somethingthathappenedto us. And some of our people were taken.

And we haveto keep telling the story, not because we want anybody to hate anybody, butjust foryouto
understandwhat we've been through, or what our people have been through, and what has made us strong
and what has made us who we are today So, we're going tovisit Badagry. Itis a historical town. And then
we come back to Lagos.

Then weget onthejourney outside of Lagos, wherethereal deal is, because the further you gofrom Lagos,
the more authenticit gets. Because we know Lagos is amega city. So, you need to goto therural areas to
see the authenticvibe, thetribeitself.

Andthefurtheryougo, the moreyou beginto seethe hospitality pan out,the moreyoubegintoseethe
warmth. People are more patient with you. People are more friendly. They are more excited toseeyou.

So, wego to Abeokuta. We learn about the Egbapeople. Before Nigeria, we had kingdoms. We have the
Dahomey Kingdom that is now Benin Republic. So, Abeokuta that we know today used tobe another
kingdom. They used tocallit the EgbaKingdom. So, you learn about the Egbapeople.

We also get tovisit one ofthe biggest presidential libraries in the world, which isthe Olusegun Obasanjo
Presidential Library. Ifyou're lucky, maybe we can see him. We can't guarantee that. But he'savery
humble person.Ifhe's walking by, he can always say hito us.

It'sahugelibrary, and we're going todo atour ofthelibrary. Youalso get to learn about his military life,
when hewasin prison, and all of that. Italso gives you a political overview of whatNigeriais about. It'sa
way to get to know aboutthe countrymore.
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Andthen from Abeokuta, we've moved to anotherstate. Abeokutais the capital city of Ogun State. So, you
have left Lagos, you've moved to Ogun State.

Thenwego to Ibadan, which is the capital city of Oyo State, another Yoruba state too. Whoever has tried to
learn about Yorubawould have heard about the great Oyo Kingdom. Oyo people are affiliated with that. So,
we're going to visit museums there and just some other cultural activities.

Then we moveto one of my favorite places, which is Osun State. Andthatis where, ifyou wantto trace the
origin ofthe Yoruba people,youtracethemto lle-Ife. Andlle-Ifeisin Osun State.

Although we'llnot bevisiting Ile-Ife, we'llbe visiting Osogbo. And in Osogbo, we have one of the only two
UNESCO ssites that we have in Nigeria.

So, you gettovisit. Itis called the Osun-Osogbo Grove, the shrine. Youget to learn about thereligious
aspect of the Yorubapeople. Whatwere we practicing before the colonialera, before Christianity was
introduced to us. It'sjust an amazing trip.

Andthenwego backto Lagos, and then youdo acooking class,and youget to cook Nigerianjollofrice. You
cook, and you eat. You also learn to cookotherYoruba cuisines and meals.

You can do nightlife ifyou still have the energy. Most people always feel exhausted after coming back to
Lagos, but we still have more things foryou.

Andthen on Sunday, if your flight is not early, you can join us to worship in church because we are very
religious in Nigeria, and we love to dance and praise God on Sundays.

So, if you want to enjoythataspect and see how people praise God, because churchin Nigeria is definitely
different from church in America, thatis also on topofthelist. We have the opportunity for people to enjoy
that. And youleave Nigeriafeeling like, "Oh,I'm so in love.| can't wait to come back."

Butthatisjust one part of so many cultures thatwe have. A lotof people already know that Nigeria has 250
tribes. We have dynamic cultures. So, you can come back and visit the east to experience thelgbo culture.
You can come back and visit the north to experience the Hausa and different tribes. Thereis Ibibio.

You can even decide to moveto Nigeria. Wewant you to move here and enjoy. Thatis theend goal. Thatis
theaim. Butwehaveto dish it out bit by bit to makeyou fallin love gradually, and then you finally decide to
come and be part of us. That is just an overview of what we offer for that trip.

We are also planning to extendto other areas in Nigeria. We have abig group that we are goingto be
hosting soon, and we're goingto betaking themto different regionsin Nigeria.

So, from that experience, we would eventually putthings together for those thathave alonger stay or that
can stay two to three weeks. Becauseyoucan't explore all of theseregionsin just oneweek. Itis not
possible. So that way we can takeyou tootherregions.

But for now, itisjust the southwest. And ournexttrip is in April. For whoever that wants to join that trip,
they can go to thelnstagram page, Authentic Traveling Tours. Thelink is there. They can register and we
can't waitto meetyou.

Amazing. And | understand it is much easier for Americans to get avisato Nigerianow than it
waswhen | wentbackin 2019. | have been telling that as one of my most challengingvisa stories,
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especially trying to get it from outside the United States because | was already on the continent and it
ended up being awhole process. But now, now theyhave an E-visa.

Adenike Joondeph: Yes, we do.It's easier now. Infact, we'vereceived somevisasin less than 30 minutes.
So, allyou justhaveto doisuploadyour bank statementand some other documents, and thenyour visa
drops. Very easy.

And for thosethat probably have future plans tovisit Nigeria, ifyou would like to visit more than once, we
always advise that you gofor the sticker visainstead.

Ifyou'realready in New York, youcan easily get avisathere. And there are also afew other states in the
USA whereyou can get avisa, and some countries in Europetoo, whereyou can easily walk into aNigerian
embassy to get a sticker visa.

Butifyou just wanttovisitthisonetime, thee-visais very easy, and it dropsin like afew minutes. You can
apply yourself. You don't need athird party. Youdon'tneed an agent. Very easy. So, yes, Nigeriais open and
easier foryou to visit now.

And for Maverick Show listeners, is it possible for them to getaspecial discount if they jump
ononeofyourtours?

Adenike Joondeph: Yes, of course. We are offering you $200 off. So just mentionyou're from this podcast
and we take $200 off your fee and you pay the balance so you can reach out to us.And you can also
contact us viaour website, authentictravelingtours.com.

We'regoingto link allthatup, of course, in the shownotes as well. Folks youcan justgo to
themaverickshow.com goto the show notes for this episode and there we'll have the link to get all the
information, dates, itinerary, everythingelse about the tour, as well as your discount code to get your $200
off. lam curious, howcan you tellif atraveler coming to Nigeriais genuinely curious about Nigeria or
they'rejustkind of collectingcountries and tryingto check it off their list?

Adenike Joondeph: | don't think | really care about thereasonyou're coming. | care about howyou're
leaving becauseit's possible. There are some countries that I've actually visited personally, and I'm like,
"Wow, thisisvery closeto Thailand.Letmego."

Thatwas how | felt about Cambodia. | was just in Thailand. | was like, "l can actually goto Cambodia. What
is thevisapolicy?" | checked. "Oh, this!" Andlwas like, "Let megiveitatry.”| got to Cambodia beforel
started to research about the country, and | didn'tleave the same way because | love thefood, | love the
people.

So, you can come with whatever mindset you have, whatever. Evenifyou're country counting, we want
you. But weknowthatyou're notgoing to leave the same. You're going to fall in love with us, and you're
going to talk aboutusjust the same way Matthewis talking about us. That is just... wow. Youcannothelp
butfallin lovein Nigeria.

Soregardless of your firstimpressionor yourwhy, we are very accommodating of you. We just wantyouto
come. Wewant to show you love. We want to show you who exactlywe are. And you're welcometo
Nigeria.
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Why isit soimportant for youto help more Nigerians travelthe world? If every single
Nigerian could spend amonth abroadin the country of their choice, what would they gain by that?

Adenike Joondeph: Exposure. | thinkit's very importantthat Nigerians travel because, coming fromthis
part of theworld, alot of people do not know that thereis somethingbetter out there.Becausel don't like
to getinto politics. But thereis no way you wantto talkaboutNigeria that you won't really talkabout
politics. Because everybody, I'm sure, even animals, knowhow corrupt the systemisin Nigeria. And that's
oneof thethings thatwe are struggling with, or we are suffering from, at the moment.

So, a lot of Nigerians need to travel outto seewhat otherleaders are doing for their citizens, to see what
other governments are providing fortheir citizens, tosee how they are givingback to their communities,
how the peoplethat theyvoted to serve aretruly serving, and understand the service that we are
experiencing here.

And I think that wouldhelp us to be moreinterested in politics because, if you check the percentage of
peoplewho do not havevoters' cardsin Nigeria, you'll be surprised. Because alot of people believe that
we've beenvoting and there've been no change. So, theyjust feel like, "I'm no longergoingto vote.lt'sa
waste of time."

Butthesearethethingsthatthey needto go and experience. Andit also opens your eyes to alot ofthings,
like structured systems. You understandthat shortcuts are not the only way. Youcan actually do things
right, and things stillworkoutfine foryou.

Justalot ofthings. | thinkit would really change our mindset and restructure our perspective about life. So,
I want all Nigerians to travel, toexperience that, to knowthat they deserve better, and fightfor whatthey
truly deserve.

And now let'sflip the questionaround. Why is itimportant for more Americans tospend
timein Nigeria? If every single American citizen could spend one month in Nigeria, whatwould they gain?

Adenike Joondeph: To experience the true identity of Nigeria and not just what they've been told. Because
that'sthemajorthingthat | see or | hear when people cometo Nigeria. Thereis this perspective thatis
being distributed out there: Nigeriais this type of way. As much as there are Nigerians also doing great
abroad, the negative narratives are more than the positive.

So, | want these people to cometo Nigeriato experience who wetruly are. Thisis nofilter. Thisis us. Ifyou
had not been to Nigeria, you wouldn't have met the guy thatdid what he did. Andwhatdid he tellyou? He
said, "Welcometo Nigeria."

Thatiswhowetruly are. We arehospitable, we are loving, we are caring, we have amazing food. We want
to share ourfood. Wewant to share ourculture. Because | knowevery single personthatcomes to Nigeria
is going to go outthere and be a marketer ofthe country. And gradually, we'llbegin to change the narrative
that has already been put out there aboutthis amazing country.

Well, you currently have over 100,000 followers on social media. Who do you create your
travel contentfor and what areyour goals withyour travelcontent? Why do you create it?

Adenike Joondeph: | create my travel contentfor those that feel or thinkthat the Nigerian passport is
completely useless becausethat'satermthat alot of people use.



Yes, we areranked as one of the lowest in the passport index. We have fewer countries we can visit visa-
free orvisaon arrival, or even e-visa countries are banning us here and there. Butthis samepassport, |
used it tovisit 100 countries.

So, it's showing people thatitis notimpossible. Yes, it is stressful. Yes, there are alot of challenges. But |
want peopleto seethrough methatitis actually possible to achieve these things. Andthat's whyl also try
to bring them along myjourney. |l also try to show them the raw experiences.

| experienced some struggles accessing Sabah in Malaysiarecently, and | posted aboutit. And at theend
of theday, | was still able to visit Sabah, and | still had fun. But people saw the journeyto thatdestination.
Andthatiswhat|aimto achieve.

To show peoplethat the journey may not be easy, but the destinationis actually worththefight. Thatis
what I'mdriving at. AndI'm also doingthis to prove to myself—that 10-year-old girlthat would neverhave
imagined that she's goingto betravelingthe world in howmany years'time—andthen she'sdoingit.

| postfor myself, and | also post for Nigerians that do notthink orimagine thatthey can visit or explore the
world with their own passportbecause somebelieve they haveto getasecond passportto beableto
travel. ButI'm showing themthat even with yourNigerian passport, there's so much moreyou can do with
that passport.

Thinking back on all of yourTravels now to 100 plus countries, what impact has all of that
travelhad onyou as A person.

Adenike Joondeph: Wow. A lot. A lot.

It has taught meto be more patient, to be more understanding. It has taught meto evaluate thingsfrom
different perspectives and not justbeclose. Yourway is not alwaysthe way. There are many perspectives.
You can stand atthe opposite side and see things from different viewpoints. It has taught me that lifeis
beyondwhat | grew upto understandand to whatl grew up to know.

It has also taught methat we are allhumans. Sometimes on social media, you see things thatmakesyou
want to hate humanity, and you're like, "Oh, whyis this happening?" Things just come on your timeline. But
then whenyou travel,yourealize that humanityis actually beautiful. There are amazing people out there.
You just need to cross theborder tomeet them.

So, travel has changed mein alot of ways that | cannot even putintowords. But | know definitely that I'm
notthesamepersonthatlwaswhen | started to travel.

And why areyou so passionate about continuingto travel? What does travel mean to you
today?

Adenike Joondeph: Two things. | started traveling justbecauseit was a passion and | wanted to travel. And
then somehow, | realized that, wow, I'm actually doing so much. Really, I've done 60 countriesin such a
short period oftime. And then outof curiosity, | was like, "Howfar can 1 go?"

I'm married to an American. Yeah, America. Right now, it lookslike aroadblock. | don'tknow how long this
is going to take, but eventuallyI'm going to become an American citizen. | don'tknowhowlongthatis going
totake. So maybel'm going to have another passport. Butnow my curiosity is, "How far can | go with this
passport?"



Iwantto maxit out. | wantto getto astagethat| pushthedoor, | tryto kick it down, and they tell me, "No,
you can't get through.” So that's what is in my head right now.

I'mnot under pressure. | travelas | want, with no specific timeline. But I'm challenging myselfto visit as
many countries as possible beforel have the opportunity to have another passportbecausel want to see
how many countries | can visit on this passport.

Well, speaking of that, you are actually going tobe akeynote speaker along withyour
husband Chris, at the Extraordinary Travel Festival, which is an entire event filled with people thathave
either already been to every countryin the world or are actively pursuingthe goal of gettingthere. It's going
to bein Bangkokin October 22nd to 25th,2026.

| am going to bethereas well. | was A keynote speaker two yearsago, the last time they did it. I'm super
excited to bethere and hear you and Chris speak. Can youshare alittle bit for folks that mightliketo come
through, meetyouin person? What is yourtalk goingto be about?

Adenike Joondeph: Oh, yeah.We're goingto be talkingaboutdifferent aspects of our life. Personal, how
we met, our marriage, how we've been ableto hangin there even during these challenges, immigration
hereandthere, and how we've been ableto travel to so many countries together.

My personal challengeis traveling with a Nigerian passport. Allofthese areas are going to be talked about.
We'regoing to betalking together, my husband and |, so | thinkit's goingto be more fun.

| already told you; myfavorite videos are the ones with you two together. So, | am goingto get
afrontrow seat for this talk. It'sgoing to be amazing. If anybody wantsto come through and linkup withus
in person there, youcan get aticket at extraordinarytravelfest.com and you can use the code Maverick for
$100 discount on yourticket to the event. And then shoot me a DM on Instagram at maverickshowpod.

Let me know you're going tocomethrough and we'llall be ableto link up therein person. It'lLbe amazing. |
actually think that is the perfect point toend the main portion ofthis interview. And at this point, areyou
ready to moveinto The Lightning Round?

Adenike Joondeph: Let's go. Alwaysready.
Let'sdoit. Allright. what is one travel hack that you use thatyou can recommend?

Adenike Joondeph: Combo trips.| cannot overemphasize thatcombo trips. | thinkthat has helpedmea
lot.

Traveling from Nigeriais very expensive. Youfall ahead of the taxes we have to pay. So, it makes flights very
expensive. So, wheneverl decideto travel, | can as well just makeit count. So, | try toadd extra countries,
nearby countries.

IfI'min Europe, where can | visit? How can | do four countries on onetrip? | think thathas been the act that
has helped me to achieve the number of countries I've achieved now in ashort periodof time.

Of course, | don'tjustjumpand justvisitand go. That is not the main goal of exploring these countries.
Thereare some countries that | spend one monthand some countries that | spend aday dependingon the
countries I'm going. Butl always love to combinetrips because it helps meto get real value for my money.


https://www.extraordinarytravelfest.com/

Andwho does not love an extra country on the count. So yes, combine countries, multi city fly tickets and
getthebestvalueforyour money.

Knowing everythingthatyouknow. Now ifyou could goback and give one piece of advice to
your 18-year-old self, what advice wouldyougive?

Adenike Joondeph: | wasjust told that that's girleverything is goingto work out. You need not toworry
aboutthat. Eighteen, wherewas 1?I'm sure alot ofthings are goingthrough my head but | would have told
myselfthat you'regoingto do amazing.

As a matter of fact, what you're doingrightnowis not whatyou're going to be doingin the next 15 years. So
justkeep going. Thefutureis bright.

Of thehundred plus countries that you have now been to, in additionto Nigeria, what are
three other places you would most recommend people should definitely check out?

Adenike Joondeph: | would say Belize. Belize was one of my favorite countries and | would say definitely
check it out. Sdo Tomé, | don't know why alot of people are not visiting Sdo Tomé. That's such abeautiful
African country. | would say youshouldcheck it out up and Eswatini. Not justsay this countryis very tiny
onthemap. Don't even dare because that countryis going toshock you. You should visit Eswatini.So
thosethree countries on top of my list.

Allright,what areyourtopthree bucket listdestinations, places youhave notyet been
currently the higheston your listyouwould most love to see?

Adenike Joondeph: | alwaystell myself that it's longoverdue, | should have visited Indiaalong time ago,
butit's atthetop of my bucket list. | love the culture. We have ahuge Indian community here in Nigeria, and
therearea lot ofIndian restaurants, so I'd really love to visitIndia and see where all those Bollywood
movies comefrom.

The second countrywould be China. Apart fromthe fact that, if 'm not exaggerating, about 90% of
everything wehavein Nigeriais made in China—I don't knowifthat's the case in America—even my phone
was probably madein China. So, | wantto see where all those things are coming from. I've also been
seeing videos about China on my timeline, and I'm fascinated by the technology. | just wantto experience
it.

The third would be Colombia. When | was very young, in primary school, there was an ice cream we used
to enjoy called Colombia. We even had allittle song that went, "Colombia, | love you, Colombia, | enjoy
you." That was thefirst timel ever heard about Colombia. Then, growing up, | joined a salsaclass and

started learning to dance salsa, and | learned about Colombia through that. So, | told myself, | am goingto
Colombia. Colombia, | can't wait to seeyou. So those three countries are definitely at the top of my list.

Those are amazing picks. And l will tellyou, one of the otherthings that surprised and
delighted me about my timein Nigeriawas, in fact, the Indian food because that is my favorite food in the
wholeworld, | think.

And asyou said, thereis a substantiallndian diaspora population in Nigeria. The Indianfood is amazing. |
ate so much Indian food in Nigeria, and it was so good. So, | love that pick.



Andthen Colombiaalso. Yeah, definitely support that pick. Colombiais asuper special and amazing
country.

Allright, wenow haveto talk about jollof rice. And forpeople thatare not familiar with this dish, can you
explain what the dish is? And then explain the, shallwe say, competitive dynamic that goes onin West
Africa, just so that people have contextfor thejollof wars. And then | would like youto weigh in on which
country makes the bestjollof.

Adenike Joondeph: Okay, so jollofriceis atype of rice that is cooked in a tomato-based ingredient,
starting with tomato sauce, either the sachets or the grounded fresh tomato, and then some other
ingredients likethyme, curry, and some other spices.

Andthenyou'rejust cooking yourricein it. Some people call it concussion, butit's jollof becauseit's a
concussionrice. Don'ttell anyonein Nigerial said "concussion," butl don't wantto usethe word jollof.

Butit'satype ofrice preparation. It's tomato-based, and it is very common in West Africa. And you can find
itin Ghana. You canfinditin Liberia, in Sierra Leone. You can find it in different African countries.

Some claim that their jollofriceis the best, but we allknow wherethereal jollofriceis. But there's this
history thatthey are claiming thatjollofrice is from Senegal. | don't knowwhatthey are eating in that
country, butwhatthey haveis not the sameas ourjollofrice.

So maybethere's onejollofrice that started fromSenegal, butthe Nigerian jollofrice is different, and it's
owned by us, and itisthebest. Thereis no question. The Nigerian jollofis the best, and we allknowthis.

So, apologies to my Liberian, Ghanaianbrothers. Charlie, we loveyou, but you knowourriceis the best.
So, when you cometo Nigeria, we will also giveyouthejollof rice to taste and be the judge. Thank you.

Let me go a level deeper. Isthere aparticular restaurant in Lagos thatmakes the best jollof?
If someonewas to say, I'm coming, | want to experience the Nigerian jollof, where do | go? Wheredo you
send them?

Adenike Joondeph: Somebody coming toNigeria or Lagos can be staying in any areain Lagos. So, for
accessibility and also, I've tried their rice, and | knowthericeis good. So, | wouldrecommenditem 7, go.
They have different chain, different outlets in Lagos. They are also in Ibadan, so just look for item seven, go
and order their jollofrice and chicken, and you're going to loveit.

Allright. And for thefinal question, the finalitem, we haveto talk about Afrobeats, which |
toldyou iswhat broughtmeto Nigeriain the very first place and motivated my month in Lagos, which, of
course, turned out tobe magical and incredible.

Canyou sharealittle bit about just the history and context of Afrobeats for people that may notbe super
familiar with the music genre? And then | would love for youto putpeople on toyour topfive favorite
afrobeat artists.

Adenike Joondeph: So Afrobeat is agenre of musicin Nigeria. We already know who the king of Afrobeat
is. It all started from Fela Kuti, and thenwe started tohave more artists. But now we have the new
generation artists. We have Davido, we have Wizkid, we have Burna Boy.

So, my top five would be Asake, numberone.



Kizz Daniel, number two.

Tems, number three.

Davido, numberfour.

And... drumroll...number five, Burna Boy.

Amazing. | lovethat. Allright, we are going tolink up everythingthatwe have discussed in
this episodein oneplace inthe show notes. Okay?

So, folks, you can just go to themavericshow.com and goto the shownotes for this episode. Thereyou're
going tofind thedirect links tothe Authentic Traveling Tours in Nigeria.

You can see the dates, you can seetheitinerary, and we're goingto have yourdiscount codeto get your
$200 off.

We're also going to link up the extraordinary travel fest where youcan come and hang out withus allin
person. And you're goingto get your$100 discountoff your ETF ticketthere as well.

Andthen for people that would like to followyouon social media, comeinto your world. Howcan people
findyouin theselnternet streets?

Adenike Joondeph: Youcan find me @dara_for_enjoyment_only,it’s an English word which means | am
herefor enjoyment. Findme @Dara_for_enjoyment_onlyon Instagram.The only one.

Amazing. We'regoingto link that up as wellin the shownotes, of course. Thiswas such a
special conversation. Dara, thank you for comingon the show.

Adenike Joondeph: My pleasure. Itwas fun. We could go onand on, butit was such apleasure. Thankyou
for having me.

And | am super excited to hang outin personin Bangkok, which willbe amazing and
hopefully some Maverick Show listeners will join us there.

I hopethatlcan endup ononeofyour Nigeriatours becausel need to comeback sooner rather than later
and definitely want to seeit with you and Chris, whichwould be super, super special. So hopefully | can get
back and get on one of those tours myself.

And hopefully some maverick show listeners willcome through and hangoutwith you guysas well. So,
thank you for everything. I think whatyou're doing is so amazing and | appreciate you guys so much.

Adenike Joondeph: Thankyou.

Allright,goodnight, everybody.
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