My guest today is Adenike Daramola Joondeph. Sheis atravel content creator, tour operator,
business owner, and one of the most widely traveled Nigerians in the world.

Since boarding her very firstairplanein 2017, she has now visited over 100 countries on her Nigerian
passport. With over ahundred thousand followerson social media, sheis one of the most prominent
advocates for Nigerian travelers and aims to make travel feel possible for people who have been told it is
not.

Based in Lagos, Nigeria, sheis the founder of Tha Globetrotters, atravel company serving Nigerian clients
with group trips aroundthe world, private travel planning, and visa assistance. Andsheis also the co-
founder of Authentic Traveling Tours with her husband, Chris, which brings foreign visitors to Nigeriaon
culturallyimmersive group experiences.

Dara, welcometo the show.
Adenike Joondeph: Thankyou. I'm so happyto be here.

| am so excited to haveyou here.l am such abig fan of your content. You project so much
warmth and joy into all of your travel content, and so it's really delightful to be doing this interview withyou
today.

But let's start off by settingthe scene and talkingabout where we are recordingfrom. | am actuallyin the
Blue Ridge Mountains of Asheville, North Carolina, onthe East Coast of the United States today. And
whereareyou?

Adenike Joondeph: I'm callingfrom Lagos State, Nigeria. Precisely Ikeja, which is the center city of Lagos.

Well, represent forLagos. Asyouknow, Nigeriahas avery special placein my heart. | have
big lovefor Lagos. | stayed therefor amonth, and | have been talking about it ever since. That was back in
2019, and | have been telling peoplethatthey need to goto Nigeria.

And so, I've been so enamored with the way that you have been representing Nigeria and bringing people
there and showing them the country. | wanttodiveintoall ofthat, butl feel like agood place to start would
just bewith your background.

Canyou sharealittle bit about wherein Nigeriayougrew up and whatyour childhoodwas like?

Adenike Joondeph: Okay, so | would say | had alittle bit of mixed experiences when it comes to growing
up.

Iwas bornin Lagos—Lagos Island, precisely. Born to asingle mother, | grew up in Lagos.| moved tolive
with my dad when | was about seven years old, so my life became more stable from that age. We lived
togetherin Lagos with my older siblings.

Growing up was pretty normal. Go to school,come back. The only thing that | feel was different for us was
thefact that we weren't really allowed to go out. Mydad separated us from the outside world. Hewanted
to protectus.

But the only thing we had while growing up was acomputer. We had this desktop computer,and we
usually tookturns using the Internet.l would goon Yahoo Messenger and meet people from different parts
of theworld. Thatwas my own social life at that point, so it was quite interesting.



So, you had abit ofinternational social life growing up there. | love that. What was your
impression of the world outside Nigeriabased on that? And did traveling outside Nigeria seem realistic at
thattime, or was that just something that other people did?

Adenike Joondeph: | was on the Internet. | could connect with people outside Nigeria, But I neverreally
thoughtlwould be ableto travel outside Nigeria. So, it was just like havingapen friend. But | didn't really
think of traveling outside Nigeria at that time until possiblywhen | became ateenager or an adult.

So, I'm also super curious. As youwere comingup, what type of music was playing in your
house? Because, asyou know, | am abig fan of Afrobeats.

For peoplewho arefans of Afro beats, they knowthatover the last decade, Nigerian Afro beats havereally
taken over theworld globally.

But prior to that,when you were akid and you were coming up—or maybe when you were becominga
teenager, 12 or 13 years old, growing upin Lagos—what type of music wereyou interestedin, and what
role did music play in your life?

Adenike Joondeph: | was introduced to music through my dad. Everytime hewas drivingus to school, he
would always play musicin his car.

Andthetypeof musicl got to knowduring those early years was gospel music. Mydad was apastor—he's
still apastor—but hewas also part of the choir. So, he would always listento DonMoen and all those
gospel artists. | firstlearned about gospel music before the other types of music.

Butthen gospel,blues,and R&B came about when | gotto secondary school, withall the highschool
romance and love. Then you're listeningto the lyrics and you're likg, "Oh, my life. | waited for someone like
you...",thosekinds of songs.

Hip-hopisjust somethingthat, even ifwe don't love hip-hop musicin Nigeria, you cannot escapeit. It's
everywhere. You're walking onthe street—hip-hop. It was everywhere. Youknowthe lyrics against your
will. That is hip hop for all Nigerians. It'sjust something thathas become part of our culture and ourdaily
life.

So, speaking of hip-hop, can | tellyouone ofthe things thatsurprised and delighted me
about Lagos?

So, just for background on me, | was ahip-hop DJ back in the 1990s, which, for me, was the golden era of
hip-hop. The 1990s, New York City—hip-hop is my love language. That, for me, is super special.

Now, | also love Nigerian Afro beats, and that was whatreally drove meto come and stay in Lagos fora
month. | was expecting tohear Nigerian Afro beats everywhere, and | was hopingto hear thatand all of
that. And, of course, thatis the case.

However, what| was not expectingwas the amount of 1990s hip-hop musicthat was beingplayed all over
Lagos at all of theserestaurants. | was so enamored with it, too, because the DJs whowere playingthe
1990s hip-hop wereyoung. Theywere not even born when Biggie dropped his first album, when Nas
dropped his first album, or when Wu-Tangdroppedits first album.



These wereyoung people who were born after that, and yet they were playing all ofthe best stufffromthe
'90s because they knew the best hip hop.

That just touched my heart because | was not expecting it, butl found thatin Lagos to be amazing.

Adenike Joondeph: | gotto know about people who would kill for Tupac. In fact, people had his face drawn
ontheir skin. Everywhereyouseethe small local transportationwe call the tricycle; you would see
different types oflogos. They're like, "I'm Tupac.”" They have the words that popular hip-hopartistswould
say.

So, I think hip-hopis hugein Nigeria. Boththe Nigerian hip-hop artists and the foreign hip hop artists—they
justloveit. Thosewho love hip-hop are die-hard fans. They just wantto go all outfor it.

| can imagine what you're talking about.

Sojust thisyear, in 2026, Fela Kutiwas inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in the
United States. For people who don'tknow, he was widely regarded as the principal innovator of Afrobeat
as agenre.

| know today, when youbring people over to Nigeria, youtake them to the FelaShrinein Lagos on the
mainland, which | havebeen to.

And I'm curious foryou, justthinkingback in yourupbringing, aboutifyou can sharetherole of Fela's music
inyour life. Was that atype of musicyou were listening to? Andhow oldwere youwhen you started toalso
understandthe political messages and the social and cultural impact of whathe was doing?

Adenike Joondeph: | wantto be sincere now. | think my growing up was a case of parents shielding their
kids away fromreality. | thinkit's also whatis happeningin alot of households right now. Because, thereis
politics, the situation of government corruption, and all of these things are happening. Butsome people
stilldo not have an idea of what exactly is going on.

In my household, | didn'thear aboutpolitics. Maybe my dad had these conversationsbehind me or behind
us, but they made sure nottohave such conversations aroundus.

As a matter of fact, my firstimpression of Felawas not great. Thefirst timel gotto know about Fela
becausel just soughtwas after his death, actually. Thatwas thefirst time |l got to know about him. A lot of
people—I think his fans and those whowereinto his music—were talkingabouthim, and people had
diverse opinions about him and also abouthis music.

So, thefirst things | heard about him were, "Oh, maybe he died because he was smoking too much,"and
about his lifestyle. | heardhe had alot of women. You know, those are the things thatl heard on the street.

Butldidn'treally get to knowhim untill entered the tourism industry. | was like, "Wait a minute. This guy
was actually doing somethinggreat.’

Growing up, it was just somethingthat| didn't get toknow. Just like | said, we only had our desktop for
entertainment. Whateverwe saw on TV was filtered. We had stations we couldwatch and all of that.

So somehow, | didn't get to find outaboutFelauntil | became an adult and started doing tourism. Then |
learned about him on adeeper level, and | realized the kind of person he was. Exactly.



Inyour own words, | have heard you say that one of your goalsis to help Nigerian travelers
“navigate aworld that was largely not designed to welcome them”. I'm curious justfor background context
onthat, when youwere growing up, how much did you learnin school about the history of colonialismin
Nigeriaand the power dynamics that shape ourworld and Nigeria's placein it?

Adenike Joondeph: | personally feel like what we were taughtin school was diluted when it came to
colonialism, the pre-colonial era, slave trade, and all of those things. | grew up, and then when | started to
travel, | was like, "Wait, was | even taught about this in school?"

I remember | did a tour. They tookus on an excursionto Badagry, butthe thing wefocused onwas Ajayi
Crowther, whotranslated the English Bible into the Yoruba Bible. That's the only thingl can remember
aboutthat tour. Theytookus to thefirst primary school, and thatwas the focus of the excursion. Whereas
they were supposedto tellus aboutour history, howthey had taken Africans away, and all of that.

I think it was after | started traveling, and | traveled toplaces like Brazil, that| told myself, "What? Slavery
was on this large ascale? These are my brothersand sisters. What are they doing here? They shouldbe
back homewith me." And | started to do personal research aboutit, and | learned about a lot of things.

So, I think, for me,  had to do alot of learning outside of school. The only thing | remember beingtaught
was just surface-level facts, not the deep historical incidences and eventsthat happened duringthat
period.

So, let'stalk aboutyour traveljourney. Thefirst timeyou boarded an airplanewas in 2017.
Canyou givethe background contextaboutthe decision thatyouwantedto travel outside Nigeriaand then
how you madethatvery firsttrip happen?

Adenike Joondeph: So, | tookmy first tripin 2017, like you said. As of that time, | just started working as an
HR assistant. | didn't even think | was goingto travel ormakethat trip. Travel was not in my plans. Itwasn't
something | intentionally said, "Oh, | wantto travel,' or,"I've learned abouttravel." It justhappened.

As| wasworking as an HR executive, | was also part of amulti-level marketingcompany called Forever
Living Products,which | think hasits head office in Arizona, USA. They had different offices here in Nigeria,
and | sighed up to sell their products.

One ofthe compensation plans was traveling. Before my trip, there had been afew other trips, and during
seminars they would showus different Nigerians who had traveled abroad and the way theywould
showcasethem. You would seethem in theyard, justliving life and enjoying themselves. It started toplant
this seed in my head. | was like, "Wow, | can also do this.What do I haveto do?"

So, | started to ask questions, but | didn'tmake the quotato qualify forthat all-expenses-paid trip. | didn't
makeit. But then | was like, "l have to travel."

So, | saved up. I think | had to save for aboutnine to ten months for my flight. My manager at thetimein the
business promised to give me a hotel, and she was like, "Oh, don'tworry about feeding. I'm going totake
care ofyou. Just get moneyforyourflightand your visa," which was what | did.

But attheend ofthe day, things didn'treallyturnoutas planned. Thatwas my first time traveling, or my
first-time planningto travel,and my challenges started from that moment because my visawas not
approved.



They said | was underage, and | was 24—notunder18. | was 24. They said, "Ifyouwant togo to the UAE,
you haveto be morethan 25 years old to travel as an unaccompanied female." So those under 25 would
need a guarantor,and the guarantorhad to bear the same surname asyou.

| didn't find out about thatuntil the last minute, so | missed that particulartrip and event. Butsomehow,
with my stubbornness, | was just like, "No, |I'm not goingto let this happen.”

So, | kept pushing. | gotsomebody tostand as my guarantor, and the trip eventually happened. Althoughl
couldn't makeittotheevent, | was stillable to travel to Dubai.

| stayed with someone who usedto be my ex-colleague, and then | experienced the trip.When | came
back, it was life-changing.

How did it feel to take your first airplane ride and to touchdown in Dubai? What do you
remember?

Adenike Joondeph: | had booked aflight, but | couldn't get my visa. Bythetimel got my visa, | had to
reschedule my flight, and there was no available date. So, | keptgoingto the airport. No date.

Itwas during Easter, so almostall the seats were booked. Because | worked close to the airport,
somebody advised me, "Justbringyour bag tothe office. Keep it here. This is how we work. Sometimes just
oneseat can open up, and you have to beready to travel anytime."

So, theday | traveled, | wasn't readyto travel, butbecause there was aseat, | had to go. | got on the plane. |
didn't even check my ticket. | didn't realize that | had a 24-hourlayover in Nairobi, and | was wearing my
work clothes. | almost froze to death at the airport. Oh my God. | was like, "What?" [t was such a
bittersweet experience. Butthese are some of the things thatalso make it more memorable. A lot of
beautiful memories.

I think one ofthe things thatwas outstanding for me was taking evening walks in Dubai. | know Nigeria also
has skyscrapers, butthereis nothing like what| saw in Dubai. | still have the videos, and I'm sure ifyou
check my Facebook—if yougo down—you'll seethosevideos. The onlything | said in that video, for like
five minutes, was, "Wow,' non-stop. | was just blown away.

I was like, "Okay, I think thisis interesting.| have to see more. Wow, youmean thereis somethinglike this
outsidemy country? | need to travel more." Itwas areally life-changing experience for me.

There'salot of Nigerians in Dubai. Did you get achanceto link up with somefolks from the
diaspora? What was that like?

Adenike Joondeph: | literally lived with one of my former colleagues—someone who had worked at my
company, and sheresigned, and relocated toDubai. She just told me, "Oh, you can stay with me."

When | got there, | saw other Nigerians. [t was asmallroom, butit had different bunk beds. There were
other African nationalities, butthey were mostly Nigerians. | had five Nigerian sisters. We call them sisters.
When you're from my country, we say "sisters." [t doesn'thaveto be by blood.

What was really fun was that | was visiting. | didn't really go fortourism.| was literally visiting, and | think
that was also an eye-opening experience for me.



At some pointin life, most Nigerians will probably think, "Oh, is there something better for me outside this
country? Maybeifl relocate, I'm goingto be better." Evenifwedon't act onit, alot of people would have
thoughtaboutthat. Andl thinkl also thought about that too, especially when | started workingand | was
like, "Oh, thisisjust goingto belike aratrace." The minimum wage was not encouraging.

Then, going to Dubai and seeing some ofthe Nigerians thathad movedthere—I know Nigerians are doing
fantasticin other countries—but| just felt that lifestyle was not what | wanted at the time. Itjust felt like
you were going to be workingnonstop, and then youwould probably have to send money home as part of
the Black Tax, and you barely had time to take care of yourself. Some had three jobs, some had twojobs. It
wasjusta lot of work.

These arethethings that youdon't necessarily see on social media—the behind-the-scenes situations.

People just receive money herein Nigeria. They don't even know what people are going through to earn
thosefunds or that money.

So, ljust told myself, "I need to makeit herein Nigeria," because | wouldn'twant to goto these countries
and livein a way that | don't feel free. Because what is the point of making money whenyou cannot
actually enjoy it, oryoudon'thave thetimeto enjoyit?

It was interesting meetingthe Nigerian diaspora. | hungout withalot of them. Wewent to the beach. But
that was my own takeaway. From adeeper perspective, that was my own personal takeaway.

Interms of travel though, and wantingto see more of the world, was there amoment on that
tripwhereyou realized travel is something thatyouwanted to do withyour life?

Adenike Joondeph: It was justa personal reflection, | was just like: “l wantto do this”. Thisisfun. Even the
planewas exciting for me. | couldn'tsitin oneplace.

The guy next to me decided me had to ask me, areyou astudent? You looktoo excited. Because I'm sureif
you're abusiness woman and youwantto spend yourmoneyin Dubai, you willnot be excited like this. |
say I'mnot astudent. | actually paid for this vacationandyes, I'm stilLhappy aboutit.

So, itwas on my way back actually after seeing all the skyscrapersand just seeing somethingoutside
Nigeria, I'm like, | want to see more. | want to travel more. | just madeit decision that | would like to dothis
inthenearest future.

So, canyou talk aboutdeciding tostart yourcompany, The Globetrotters?
Adenike Joondeph: A lot of people start businesses because they wantto make profit.

But the major motivation behind my business thenwas to just find away to fund my trips.| knew ifl could
bring six peopleto sign up for atrip, | justneed to have maybe 20% on each person's fees and then | pay for
mine.

Iwasn't even bothered about profit. As long as | can pay for my own trip, that's enough profit for me. And
that was the motivationbehindstartinga travel company.

Butl didn'tjust startby traveling abroad. It started with justevents, weekend events hereln Lagos. And
then | started growingfrom there, building my audience. Andthen we did our firsttrip two years later. First
big trip, actually.



Let'stalk aboutthat.2019, You starttraveling around the continent. Youwent toBenin and
Togo and Ghana. What are some of your best memories from those West African countries?

Adenike Joondeph: Ghanawas the countrythatbroughtoutthe adventurous spiritin me. I didn't know |
had that. | wentto Ghanaand | did the paragliding.

I have seen your video footage of you paragliding in Ghana,and | have also taken done
paragliding. | actually did it in Medellin, Colombia. Butfor people thatare not familiar withwhat paragliding
is, can you describe your experience and what it was like?

Adenike Joondeph: | wentinto it without anyresearch. There's somethingaboutmewhen | think about a
risky, adventurousor whatever. Thefirst thing | check s, did anybody die from this?

Butdon't check that when you want to do paragliding, because there are actuallyincidences that had
happened in the past.

But anyways, | gottoGhanathefirst day | was supposed to do it. Thank God the weather was notgreat that
day becausel would have chickened out because | just became scared. | saw people jumping. | was like,
what? Thefact that | had to wait until the second day due to the weather situation. | felt morerelaxed. And
thenldoit.

The firstfew minutes | was not leaking as adrown because | settled into it. Paragliding is similar to
skydiving, but skydiving, you're jumping fromthe plane down and paragliding is almostthe same thing. But
thenyou haveto like,runand say, keep running. And then before youknow it, you're floating.

Butyeah, it was fun. It was thrilling. Whatever is goingto happenis going to happen at this point. But |
survived, and I've survived more experiences after that.

So, after your West Africatravels,youwent tothe Seychelles. | have notyet been to the
Seychelles. What was that trip like?

Adenike Joondeph: I think thattrip actually made merealize that | can do whatever | set my mind to do.
That trip was what | would say, | used to challenge myself, avery younggirl goingintothe travelindustry.
The peoplewho arein thisindustry are people whoarevery experienced. | didn't have any background, no
travel background. | didn't studytravel. | didn't do tourismin school. Was just something | learned onthe
job.

And | had never been to Seychelles. And guess what? | planned agroup tripto Seychelles, and 20 people
signed up. Imagine ayoung girltaking 20 people to acountryshe had never been to. | was like, "Oh, my
God, how am | going to do this?" Butl spent sleepless nights makingresearch. | justtidied things up. God
helped me. I think it was just God because how did | do it?

Andthenlgotthere, and people were amazed. Fifty percent ofthose that traveled with me are people that
have traveled with other people, that have traveledto other places. Andthey were like, "Are youworking for
somebody, oris this your company? How did you pullthis?"

It was amazing, and it was challenging. Butat the sametime, | came back a different person. | came back
realizing that I've been blessed to do this job, and | just need to believe in myself more and take on more
challenges.



That was thefirst big group trip, and I've done alot of group trips since thattime. It was abeautiful
experience.

Well, you have now been all over the worldto more countries thanl have. Andl want to ask
you about traveling as a Nigerian.

For me, as an American, | can just take aplane to Europe tomorrow, land in any of the 29 Schengen
countries with no visa, and justwalk in and stay for 90 days.

Canyou explain for people whatyour experience was like attempting totravel to Europe on aNigerian
passport?

Adenike Joondeph: Let's talk about it. Travelingwith a Nigerian passport is very challenging. That is why
I'm so passionate about what 1 do, because | need to show peoplethat,yes, it is challenging, but it is also
possible.

I made my first attempt to visit Europein 2023. Thefirst country | applied to was France. | applied in March
2023, and | got my rejection letterin April 2023. Andwhat was the reason? "We are not convinced that
you'regoing tocome back to yourcountry."

| wanted to appeal that decision, but then | learned how complicated the appeal process was for France. |
would have had to send my documents to France and handle all the logistics and everythingelse. So, |
gaveup on appealing through France.

| think about three months later, in July 2023, | applied to Spain instead. Then | got my rejection letterin
August. | applied toSpain saying that | was traveling there for my birthday, because my birthdayis actually
in August. They denied meforthe samereason. They were scared that | was going toenter and notleave.

But thistime, | learned about the appeal process for Spain. Itwas easier and more straightforward, so |
decided to appeal. | attached all the documents | could. At thattime, | had only been to 18 countries, but
they were mostly African countries. So, what| did was pick a picture and highlight fromeach country, then
putthemtogether as aphoto collage.

In Benin Republic, | had asnake aroundmy neck. In Ghana, | was paragliding. In Senegal, | was walking
with lions. In Ivory Coast, | visited the biggest church cathedral.In Gambia, | touched a crocodile.

Itoldthem, "Do | looklike someonewho is hot goingtocome home? | don'tjust travel.| travel to
experiencethings like this, and I'm comingto yourcountryto experience your country.”

About two months after submitting my appeal, | got acall from the embassy, and that was how| got my
first visato Spain.

Since then, it became easier. But trustme, speaking about it now, the way I'm justtalking about it—itwas
nothing likethat. | had to gothrough alot of emotional breakdowns. | cried. It's justhumiliating to know that
you have agenuineintentionto visitacountry, and thenthey denyyouortellyouthat you have other plans.

So, it'svery sad. But now, the Schengenvisal havein my passportisvalid for two years. | think it's goingto
expirenextyear. I'vebeen using it since last year.

I've been able to build my travel history and showthemthatl am avery credible person. They can trust me
morenow. They knowthat | travelfor tourism and all of that.



Thosewere thefirst few challenges | encountered before getting my first Schengen visa. Butit's been
worth it becausel'vevisited all the Schengen countries.

So, let's talk about some otherparts oftheworld as well. | have been to Nicaragua multiple
times on my American passport. | justshowup.| pay the $10 for thetouristcard, and | walk in and they'll
let me stay for 90 days. What was yourexperience like entering Nicaragua on a Nigerian passport?

Adenike Joondeph: So, atthe Nicaragua border, | was doing my Central American tour. It was asolo trip. |
traveled from Guatemalato Honduras, and then from Honduras | was going to cross over to Nicaragua.

When | gottothe border before leaving Honduras, they didn'teven want to stamp me out. Theimmigration
officers were like, "We don't need to stamp youout because they're notgoingto let you intoNicaragua."

| said, "No, they will let me in becausethe policy on the official Nicaragua governmentwebsite says that if
you haveavalid U.S. or Canadian visa, you can get aNicaraguavisaon arrival." Even as aNigerian, it was
there.

Then I had to go through what we call Wahalain Nigeria, which means stress—just too many hurdles, going
back and forth.

Finally, theystill didn't stamp me out. Instead, theytold an officer to escort meto the Nicaraguan side
becausethey were so certain that Nicaraguawouldturnmeback. They didn't wantto stampme out only
to haveto stamp mebackinto Honduras.

So, the officer followed meto the Nicaraguan side. Andjust like they had said, the Nicaraguan officers told
me, "No, Nigerians cannot getavisaon arrival." | just kepttelling them, "This is the policy." | even showed
them. They don't speak English—they speak Spanish—but | found a guy who spoke English.lt was just a
lot of back and forth.

Justwhen I thought | was goingto be turned back, because they were determined to turn meback, | calmly
made my lastrequest. | told them, "I'mreadyto leave the border. | know I've been anuisancetoyou, and
you'realready tired of me. I'm goingto leave. Butthereis one thingl wantto ask youto do for meonelast
time beforel leave. Please call your own office, the Nicaraguanembassy, and ask them if| can get a visaon
arrival or not. Please make sureyou tell them that | have avalid Canadian visa." The officer was like,
"Okay.”

So he went, and then he cameback. He said, "Oh, can | haveyour passport?" There was no apology. There
was no acknowledgmentthatthey werewrong. There was nothing. They simply did nothavethat
information. They wereignorant.

Imagine border officials being ignorant of what the official policy is. | think this is also because they don't
see a lot of Nigerians crossing thatborder. Theyare used to seeing Americans. So, they're like, "Nah,
Nigeria. No."

I spentthree hours goingthroughthat problem. Bythetimel gotintoNicaragua, | was almost stranded.
But, yeah, that was avery tough experience for me. Atthe end of the day, | entered Nicaragua, and | thinkit
paid off.



So, let'stalk about Asianow. I've been to Vietnam a coupletimes, and | do need avisato go
into Vietnam. But for me, | justapplyonline for the E-visa. | getitin three days and | walk into the country.
What happened when you applied for avisato Vietnam on your Nigerian passport?

Adenike Joondeph: So, Vietnam, to befair, Vietham visa used to be pretty straightforward. Butthen, 2024,
| actually planned agrouptrip. Wewere agroup of nine, and about six outofthe nine had gotten theirvisas.

I noticed thefirstthree gottheir visas on time, butthen after that, | noticed how slow they were with
responses. And they wouldjust send auto message saying, update this. They keep telling us toupdate this,
updatethis. We updated the same document, passportdata page, and passport photographlike ahundred
times.

And then they approved, like, three more. The remaining three of us—hi, and two other travelers—and then
we waited for two months. No response. It continued like that.

| gotto Thailand. | called the embassy. They said there was nothingthey could do. | went tothe embassy.
They said there was nothing they coulddo. Itwas just veryfrustratingthat, at the end of the day, we had to
make alternative plans. So even until now, still the sameissue.

So now my problemis, | personally do nothave any issue with countries saying we don'twant to. But my
major problem s, canyou say it to my face? Why do you wantto ban me silently? Why do you wantto give
me a radio silence? Why wouldyou collect my money and act like | don't matter? Why wouldyoucollect
my money and just keep quiet?

| feel thatisvery wrong. And thatis also one ofthe things | advocate for in Nigeria. Not justto call out these
embassies, but also to call out our representatives in Nigeria. Because | think thisis an unfair treatment,
and our people are supposed to standup for us and speak for us.

No nationality shouldbetreated this way. It's okayif you want to scrutinize people. It's okay even if you feel
likeyou want to ban awhole country. Butyouhaveto be publicabout this. Youhaveto come out and say
so, thatwewon't even botherto waste ourtime, to spend ourmoney, and spend our energyonvisa
application thatis not going toyield anything.

Itis stillongoingsince 2024. Until now, Nigerians still have challenges securing aVietnamvisa. | even
heard now some agents can get thevisa, but guesswhat? It's aboutone million naira or even more.

Sothat'swhat they do oncetheyfeel like, oh, alot of people are desperate to visit the country. They startto
extort us and charge us ridiculous amounts of moneyfor avisa. Imagine paying $1,000 for justonevisato
visit. For how long? For one week, for two weeks? It is just very frustrating and ridiculous.

But, yeah, that'sthe Vietnam situation right now for Nigerians.

And even travelingaround the continent of Africa, what have been some ofthe challenges
you've experienced with aNigerian passport?

Adenike Joondeph: Oh, that's another topic onits own.

You would think, as an African, travel within the African continent—I should be able to travel to other
African countries. Let's say if Europeis difficult, Americais difficult, Africa should notbe difficult for an
African. But guess what?ltis.



Thereare some countries. Theonethat'sstill veryfresh in my memorynowis Mozambique. | tried tovisit
Mozambiquerecently. Thelast timel checked on the IATA platform, which is one ofthe most trusted
platforms youcan check to know whatthevisapolicies are, whatthe entryrequirements are. When |
checked, Nigerians can get visa on arrival when they're visiting Mozambique. So, allyoujusthavetodois
book aflight orjust goto theborder.

| tried it, and | was turned back. They kept saying, "Nigeria, Somalia, Afghanistan," just afew countries,
seven countries. Andthen Nigeriais part ofit. What did we do? No explanation, just blacklisted. You
cannot bereviewed individually. Justthe countryis blacklisted, and you, as the genuine traveler,you have
to pay for that. You haveto experience that. It's very devastating.

Thereare other countries like that. Eswatinitoowas also difficult for me. Even though| later visited, and it
is still one of my favorite countries until now, it was very difficult visiting Eswatini.

I was in South Africa, and we all know that Eswatiniis interlocked, very easy to visitfrom South Africa. So, |
tried to apply. | went to the embassy. | was notallowed in. | was told toapplyonline.

| sent a series of emails, and when they finally responded, they said Nigeriais grouped under Ethiopia. So,
as a Nigerian, | haveto travel to Ethiopia to apply for an Eswatinivisa. Imagine howridiculousthat sounds. |
haveto leave Nigeria, that is in West Africa, book aflight to Ethiopiato get an Eswatinivisa.

Meanwhile, as at this time, there was no e-visa platform available for Ethiopia. | personallywentto the
Ethiopiaembassy in Abujaand met the staff. She told me to my facethen, at that time, that theywere not
issuing touristvisas to Nigerians, that the only visal couldget then was abusiness visaif | was going fora
conference or event, that thereis no way | could travel to Ethiopia for tourism.

And tell me, how | would nowget an Eswatinivisaif | cannot visit Ethiopia, and youcannotapplyfor an e-
visato visit Ethiopia? Now we opened that platform recently, butthese are some of the challenges we
experience. And thisis the African continent.

Well, less than 10 years fromwhenyouboardedyour veryfirst plane, youhave now been to
over 100 countries.| am curious, what is one place that completely changed the way you see the world?

Adenike Joondeph: Myexperience in Central Americagenerally really made me realize that the world is
not so much of a difference from Africa.

So, growingup, also watchingthe media or watchingthe TV, | don't know, a lot of things justmade some of
usin Africa feel like we are inferior, or our thingsare inferior, or our waysare like old ways. And that's why
you see some maybe African kids are ashamed to rock their African hair. We want to wear wigs, we want to
do makeup, wewantto do all of these things.

Butthen I traveled in Central America, and | realized that we are just the same. | saw the way they used to
dotheirhand washing. So, they had this ceramic basin where theywash their clothes, which is similar to
how wewash our clothes. They havelatrines, they have pit toilets.

Itjust gave methis perspective that we are all the same. Nobodyis more special than the other. We are all
the same. Yes, somethings may be more modern in someregionsthan the other. Like, oh,maybewhen |
getto China, I'mgoing tobelike, "Oh, technology." Butthat does not mean thatwhatever we use now,
they've never used it before.



Andtheold mindset thatl used to have, that maybe Africa, we're livingin thevillage and everybody's
different, and all of that disappeared after | started traveling.| began to see everybodyfor who theyare. We
are allhuman beings.

Yeah, your skin color may be different from mine, butwe are allhumans. Andit really changed my
perspective about how| see, how | compare Africato other continents, or my countryto other countries.

Wherein theworld did you experience the greatest culture shock?

Adenike Joondeph: Oof. That was Europe. Thatwas my first trip to Europe. Oh my God. | got lost several
times.

The way thetransportation system is designed is completely different. Youknow, now you've been to
Lagos, just walk out and flag down abus. Butifyou try thisin Europe, ifyou do not plan yourtrip, know
whereyou aregoing, you haveto plan outto walkfive minutes, abus stop, takeabus number 10, stop, and
walk another five.

Ah, that'strue.
That thing stressed mybrain. That was ahuge culture shock for me.

Butnow that|'ve been to Europe several times, I'verealized that the structureis good. Ithelps you. You can
target, you can plan.

But atfirst, you took me and threwmein a place that was full of confusion because | couldn'tfigure things
out.

Well, you did mention thatyouwentto Brazil. And | have been back to Brazil probably four or
five times. It's one of my favorite countries in the world. I've spent timein Salvadoras well. And I'm curious
foryou, particularly going to Salvador, butperhapsotherplaces in Brazil as well. As a Nigerian, what was
that experience like?

Adenike Joondeph: Brazil is the only country thatl've gone to outside Nigeriathatl, hands down, felt like |
was home.

Salvador especially tookme by surprise. Even ifl'veread or I've seen things about Brazil, nothing prepared
me for what | experienced. You couldliterally be walking onthe street,and then I'd see someone thatlooks
like my uncle back homein thevillage. It was just afascinating experience for me, really.

Andthefood, the spiciness ofthefood. Oh, the Garri, Faria, or Manyoka. The Faria we call Garri here,
Manon. And | would say thatis our staplefood.In fact, thereis atype of farinathat is named after the ljebu
people, where my momisfrom. They callit ljebu Gary. Itis so nice. Everybody knowsit in Nigeria.

So, imagine, as an ljebu girl, going toanother continentand seeing Garri. Andthen | now discover thatis
actually where Faria, the Mayoka, came from. Oh, it was somethingelse.

Infact, | started to do videos. | started to do research. | was just so interested. | told my husband; | thinkI'm
going to go to school to study another degree in international relations and history.I'm so interested in
history because of Brazil. It's fascinating.



I love how dynamicthe countryis. It just makes me feel comfortable being married to somebodywhois not
from Nigeria. It's an interracial marriage. And it's justbeautiful to see acountry so dynamic, yetso
beautiful. They have everything. Theyhavethefood, they have landscapes. They talk about it. | would just
keep yabbing about Brazil from nowuntil tomorrow.

So, yeah, Brazil was fascinating in all around the African side ofit, which is El Salvador. | also like to always
clarify that itis not the only old Brazil. That it's like African vibe. Right? Specifically in Salvador.

And Brazil is also very dynamic. That you getto Allegri. Allegriis going to giveyouaEuropean vibe. You go to
Salvador; you would think you've been thrown intothe African continent. Yougo to Sao Paulo; youfeel like
you arein one Asian country. And thenyouarein and you thinkyou'rein the Caribbean.

So, it'sjustthelakes. It's justabeautiful, beautiful country. | love Brazil. | love it so much.
| agree with all of that. So beautifully put.
Adenike Joondeph: Yeah.

Well, you havealso, at this point, traveled very extensively aroundthe continent of Africa.
And I'm curious what that experience has been like for you as aNigerian. And now thatyou've been to so
many countries on the continent, what are maybe three of yourveryfavorite countries other than Nigeria?

Adenike Joondeph: The number oneis going tobe Benin Republic. Andit's an underdog, butitisavery
beautiful country. And itis just 2 hours, 30 minutes from my house. Howamazing that you can cross the
border, goto acountry thatis calmer, morerelaxed, peaceful, and just alot of things arein place.

Ifyou want to escape the chaos of Lagos, the beautiful chaos, by the way. | love it. Some days youjust
wantto escapeit. You go to Benin Republic.l've been to the Benin Republic morethan 30 times, if'm not
exaggerating. I'vedone alot of grouptrips there.

It was one of my first countries after Dubai. | did Dubaiin 2017. Thefirst country| did after | started my
travel company was Benin. So, Beninhas been my guy. | love Benin so much. And becauseit is accessible,
itis calm, it is peaceful. Even though they speak French, you can still getaround because people are nice.
Theywantto helpyou.

And, yeah. The second one wouldbe Eswatini. Eswatinitookme by surprise. It's so small,yet it has so
much to offer. So, so much. Wewerethere for eight days, and we couldn't even do everything. We were
moving from oneregionto anotherregion. We went to different part of the country. [twas just simply
amazing.

So, I love thefact that it took me by surprise. | love the fact that they've preserved alot of things in their
culture. Thefood was great, was amazing. It was just beautiful.

Andthefactthatitisinside South Africa, orinterlocked, and then as a Nigerian, alot of people would
already know therelationship between us and South Africa. | love South Africans. Butthis old xenophobia
and everything that is happening right now. So Eswatiniis that kind of brother thatwouldsay, | loveyou.|
don't care what my other brother is saying. | love all of you. They welcomed me with open arms, and it was
just an amazing experience. So definitely on top of my list.



Andthen I think the third would be Cape Verde, definitely. Cape Verde is an island in West Africa, and it's a
beautiful country. Haveyou been?

I have been very briefly, and it's an inexcusably briefvisit because it was literally asingle day
excursion from acruise ship. Butl got an enough of atastethatit has been super high on my list. And | want
to go back and spend avery extended time. But give it ashout out. A lot of people are just putting it on their
radar now because of how well they did in the World Cup. So, shout out to them for that, butshare alittle
bit about why it was so special.

Adenike Joondeph: Yes, you should visit Cape Verde. Cape Verde is amazing.

| visited before visiting Brazil, by the way. But thinking aboutit now, it gave methelittle Brazilian vibe, the
Rio vibe, but slower, verylaid back, very peaceful.

CapeVerde was the first country that made mejust think tomyself thatl would like to live here. If | ever
wantto livein anisland country, | would definitely wantto cometo Cape Verde.

The peoplearenice. You just see peopletaking walks on aMonday morning. The dogs everywhere, the
trees, theweather. It was just amazing. It was amazing. Everythingabout Cape Verde was really beautiful.

I didn't do so much. We did more ofisland hopping. Butthe ambience, thevibe, it was just very peaceful.

And then it was also mixed and dynamic. As an African, | was looking at thathair texture, and | was like, are
there any Africans? These guys look... look different.

But then the Africans, thatwas what made meto read about their history. And it was quite interesting to
alsofind out that two Cape Verdeans can be Cape Verdeans, but then they can look completely different
from each other.

It was just a beautiful country.

Well, you havealso traveled throughthe Middle east and | wanted to ask, whatwas your
experience likein Lebanon?

Adenike Joondeph: Lebanonwas abeautiful country. | would say Lebanonis in the Middle east, but
sometimes it gives you avibe that makes you forget that you're actually in the Middle East. You cannot
compare Lebanon to Saudi Arabia, for example. Those are two differentexperiences.

Totally.
Adenike Joondeph: Yes. Lebanonis my guy any day, anytime.

The only thing stopping me from visiting Lebanonnowis what is going onin the Middle East. And | feel so
bad forthem becauseit's a country that has been struggling forthe longest of time.

But Lebanonis beautiful. You gothere duringthe summer, youloveit. And, God, is this stillthe same
Lebanon | visited, like, afew months ago? During summer, I've been there like three to four times, and it's
justan amazing country. It's acountry thatl always recommend, especially for Nigerians. Very easy to go. |
thinkitisthe only country in the Middle East that loves us dearly.



I love Lebanon. It was also easy to travel. | respect the culturein the Middle East. | respect it. And thatis
why, when I'm travelingto some countries, ifthey have adress code, | always respect that dress code.

Butlwould say Lebanon is the kind of countrythatyoucan just be yourself. They are open to tourism. |
really love Lebanon. Thatwas agood vibe. | wouldgo there. Youblinkyour eye, now I'm justgoingto goto
Lebanon. I'mjust waiting for things to get better,and | would book my nextflight. Love Lebanon.

What's anothercountrythat you've been to where you felt people understood or
appreciated Nigerians better than you expected?

Adenike Joondeph: This will not come as asurprise. | would say Ghana.

Ghanaians, they are our brothers. We fight sometimes, even with our jollof. They know we are their big
brothers anyways. But yes, geez. It's like people that understand each other,youknow. See, siblings fight. If
you find two siblings thatlove each other the most, they fightthe most.

So, I think that's the relationship between Nigerians and Ghanaians. Going to Ghanais like I'm just goingto
another part of Nigeria. Itis only the accents or the way they speak their English that would differentiate
them from Nigerians.

But | feel they arethekind of peoplethat I know that getus. They knowthekind of people we are.

Another placethat | possibly experienced thatfeeling was when | was in Zimbabwe. Although Zimbabwe
was a little bit challengingto visit, but whenl finally visited last year, August, | met afew people that were
so obsessed about our Nollywood movies.

In fact, some of the movies that we've forgotten about, they remember back-to-back. They love Nigerians.
They know thekind of people we are. They understand us. And| felt very welcomed when | was in
Zimbabwe.

We'regoing to pause hereand call that the end of part one.

Ifyou would like to hang outin personwith me and Dara, we are both going tobe at the Extraordinary Travel
Festival in Bangkok, Thailand, October 22ndto 25th, 2026. Darais goingto be akeynote speaker at the
event.

And ifyou would liketo getaticket, you can get a $100 discountjustfor being aMaverick Show listener. So
go to extraordinarytravelfest.com. Youcan get all the details aboutthe event there. And then, at checkout,
justtypeinthe code Maverick,and you'llget your $100discount.

And ifyou would like to visit Nigeriaon atour led by Dara, we are goingto linkup in the show notes how you
can do that as well, and how you can get aspecial discount for being a Maverick Showlistener.

All ofthatis going to bein oneplace at themaverickshow.com. Just gothereand go tothe shownotes for
this episode.

We're also going to provide links to everythingelse we have discussed in this episode, includingall the
waysto find, follow, and connect with Dara on social media.

And besuretotuneintothenext episodeto hearthe conclusionof my interviewwith Dara.


https://www.extraordinarytravelfest.com/
https://www.themaverickshow.com/podcast/400-traveling-to-over-100-countries-on-a-nigerian-passport-adenike-joondeph-on-breaking-barriers-and-changing-perspectives/
https://www.themaverickshow.com/
https://www.themaverickshow.com/podcast/400-traveling-to-over-100-countries-on-a-nigerian-passport-adenike-joondeph-on-breaking-barriers-and-changing-perspectives/

Good night, everybody.



