My guest today is Thor Pedersen. Heis a Danish adventurerwho in 2023 became thefirst
person to visit every countryin the world in one unbroken journey without flying. What became an epic 10-
year journey began in October 2013 withthese simplerules; reach every country on earthwithoutboarding
an airplaneorreturninghomeand spend no less than 24 hours in each country. Traveling by cargo ship,
train, bus and overland routes, Thor navigated closed borders, logistical challenges and even a multi-year
delay during the COVID 19 pandemic. All to prove that extraordinary goals can be achieved through
persistence, patience and human connection. Throughout the expedition, Thor also served as agoodwill
ambassador for The Red Cross, visiting The Red Cross and Red CrescentMovement in 190 countries
whileraising funds and awareness for humanitarianworkaround the world. His story is toldin his
internationalbest-sellingbook, The Impossible Journey, which was just published in 2025, and through a
new documentary thatis screening in October 2026 at the Extraordinary Travel Fest.

Thor, welcometo the show.
Thor Pedersen: Thank you.What an introduction.

Man, you deserve quite theintroduction, my friend. | am so excited for this conversation. You
and | were both keynote speakers back at the Extraordinary Travel Festin 2024. So, I've been wanting todo
thisinterview for awhile now, butl feel like this is the perfect time because the bookis out, the
documentary is out. Just finished readingthe book by the way, which is incredible. So, I'm super excited to
diveinto this conversation, butlet's juststart off by settingthe scene and talking about where we are
recording fromtoday.| am actually in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Asheville, North Carolinaon the east
coast ofthe United States. And where areyoutoday?

ThorPedersen: | amin Copenhagen, in the Kingdom of Denmark, in the high north of Europe.

Well, | would love to give people some background on youbefore we diveinto the
impossible journey. Can yousharewhereyourparents arefrom? Whereyougrewup? And whenyouthink
alltheway back to your childhood, where does yourearly passionfor adventure and travel comefrom?

ThorPedersen: | amborn outof my mother, who's from Finland, and my father, who's from Denmark. | was
bornin Denmarkin the winter months, December 19, and there was a snowstorm. Andbefore | could
walk, we had moved to North America. We moved to Canada. First, we wentto Vancouver, twoyears there
and then two yearsin Toronto,and then wewent toNew Jersey in the U.S.And | came back to Denmark
when | was six and a halfyears old and barely spoke any Danish. My mother is definitely the source of
imagination and adventure for me. She's the onewho would take meinto the forest and tell me abouttrolls
and Robin Hood and all this stuff. She's the one thatwould give meinteresting booksto read. Butmy father
was early in terms oftraveling and expat life, because whenhetook ourfamily to North America, hewould
have been the only oneamongstall of his friends and his entire community that would do athing like that.
So that was very exotic backin the day when he did that.

Canyou talk aboutyour experience goinginto the military and then being deployed asaUN
Peacekeeper to Eritreain Ethiopia at such ayoung age?|'m curious about what thatexperience was like for
you. Firsttimein Africa, and for thatreason, what was yourexperience like there?

ThorPedersen: My father, he served in the army. He was asergeant in the Air Force, actually, the Danish
Queen, who's now been replaced by her son, the King of Denmark. Butback then it was the Queen. She
would address the nation around the end of the year for New Year's, and my father would always sit there
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in his sergeant's cap saluting the Queen. There was alittle bit of this military stuffthat camein through my
father. My father was abusinessman and | was running in his heels and | wanted to goto business school
so | could be a businessman of some sort. So, | did that. Andthen in Denmark, you go tosomethingwhich
we call session. When you're 17 years old, the military asks you tocomein, and you comein with all of
your knowledge of life as a 17-year-old and they giveyouthe rundown. They tellyouaboutthe Danish
military. They say, we have the navy, we have the Air Force, we have the army, and explain alittle bit about
that. Then they do anintelligence test and a physical test foreveryone.

Andthenyou gotothistombolaand youdraw anumber. Andifthe number is low, you do military service.
And ifthe number is high, you can chooseto gohome or you can volunteer for military service. Andthe
night beforel went to drawthis number, | was goingback and forth,do | want to do military service or not?
Dolwantto ornot? And the night before decided, no, | definitely do not. | do notwantto do military
service. | wentin and drew alow nhumber. Andthen beingDenmark and all, it's avery peaceful countryand
easygoing country. So, the military says, okay, nowyouhaveto do military service. Whatdo youwant to
do?Canyou give us yourchoice? Number one, followed by number two and number three. And then we'll
try to seeif we can make it fit. Because some people, they wantto do their military service close to where
their parents are. Some want to go as far away from their parents as possible.

Now, Denmark's areally small country, so it doesn'treally matter all that much. Butthen of course, some
people might want to do navy, some want to do army, somewantto do air force, thatkind of stuff. So, |
wrote down theroyalceremony. So,youhavein frontoftheroyal palaces, youhave these ceremonial
guards. And it's very prestigious. Andit's also the longest time you can serve when you do conscription. So
that's 12 months. That's the longestyoucoulddo. So, | put that as numberone. And that's what they gave
me. So, | did oneyear ofthat. And at the end of that, | was completely brainwashed. | had no thoughts that
went beyond whatsomeone would order meto do. It's justpush-ups, polish this, dig ahole over here, eat
this, wake up, go to bed.l was told everything. Andl tookreally wellto thatto such adegreethat I didn't
have a singleindependent thought left in my head.

So, ontheday when we signed off, everyone had something. Some of these guys, they were going outto
travel. Someone else was startingajob. Girls, friends were there, family were there, that kind of stuff. And |
just stood there without athought in my mind. Andan officer came overto me and said, hello, haveyou
ever thoughtaboutinternationalservice? And | was like, well, yeah, | thought allittle bit about it. Andhe
explained that hewas arecruitment officer. And he looked at my paperwork, whichwas all right. And then
he invited meinto his office. And 45 minutes later, | had signed my paperwork. This was a Friday | went
home, cameback Monday. They issued me anew uniform and ablue beret, and we started UN training.

Sothat's how that came about. So initially, we were training foramission in Lebanon. We're supposed to
gotoLebanon. Butthenhell brokeloosein Lebanon all ofasudden. Andthis was almost30 years ago. So,
it was inconceivable that a Danish soldier would die. That justcouldn'thappen. Everyoneyou sentout had
to comeback home. So, they were looking for anew mission.And then peace broke out between Eritrea
and Ethiopia, and they directed the airplane in that direction, and we wentto Eritrea. It became my first
visit to Africa. | was very young. Everyone was listening to Toto, whenit rains downin Africa. And everyone
who walked out of that airplane, they were wearing sunglasses. We have avideo of this. Everyone came off
theairplane wearing sunglasses because wewerein Africaand we werein elevation, and wewere well
trained. I didn't know much about culture or people or making connections, so it was avery different visit
compared to when | came back many years later.



What was your experience like being there? | understandyou decided to run amarathon in
Eritrea. Can you talk aboutthatexperience? AndI'm also curious. Was that part of yougradually seeking
outincreasingly ambitious personal challenges?

ThorPedersen: You'dthink. Wewere encouraged to stay fit. We were at elevation 2,400 metersup, so the
air was pretty thin thefirst two or three weeks. Pretty mucheveryone had nosebleeds because of that. And
then running, it felt like your legs were made of lead. So, you kept going at it. You kept running, and then
eventually you adjusted tothe elevation. Then one day, a sergeant came up to me. It was my day off. | was
lying in my bunk bed and trying torest, and he came and he shook me, and hewent, TC.That was what
they called me, TC, areyou goingto runthe marathon?I'mlike, no, I'm notgoing to run amarathon. Then try
togo back to sleep. And he shook me again. Come on, T.C. Not enough people have signed up withus. We
need more people. Well, I know I'm not runninga marathon. He said, come on. Comeon. I'll put yourname
onthelist. Okay? Go away. Put my name on thelist. And thatwas kind of that.

Aweek later, | had to run this marathon.| was prettyfit, butl wasn't marathon fit. Andit was two loops. So,
you start offin Asmara, which is the capital of Eritrea, and it was fantastic. So, we were running wearing our
United nations, blue caps and army clothing, and you're runningthrough Asmar, and kids arerunning next
toyou and aroundyou. Andit was just magical. And all these Eritreans, theywere looking at us like we
were crazy. This was United Nations showofforce. So, this is basically whythey'dset this up.So, werun
with thesekids for about two or three kilometers, and you cometo the outskirts of Asmara, and the kids
disappear, and you'rein the desert, and then you're alone, and you'rerunningon adesert road, and you're
toldto stay ontheroad, don'tgo anywhere, because there are mines everywhere. So,youhaveto stayon
thetarmac, and you do this loop under the bakingsun. And | did so well for thefirst loop. | mean, really
well. | would have said afantastic timefor amarathon if| had kept that up.

Butthen | camebackinto Asmara, and kids are runningwith me again, and everything's great. And yourun
back outintothedesert andyou'realone. And thenthewall hit me. | was so tired, and | started walkingand
running, walkingand running.And at one point, | was running, and avehicle comes towards melike asmall
truck. And the mirror on the side hits my shoulder. He comes straight towards me, and thenhe wears off
last minute. And this side mirrorhits me, and I fly offinto the ditch, and it's painful. AndI'min the ditch, and
I'mlooking around. There are bones everywhere. And|l'm thinkingaboutthe mines and this kind of stuff.
And he'sgone. AndI'm all alonein the desert and the baking sunlying between all these bones in the ditch.
And | kind oftiptoe out of there, because ifyou're tiptoeing, you're obviously more safe from mines, right?
And | get back up on a tarmac, and then suddenly my shoulder starts pounding, and | have to go back abit
to pick up my cap and put the cap on my head. And | continue walkingfor abit and start running and
walking and running. Andit wasn't my best marathontime. I've done afew marathons since, but | did cross
thefinish line.

So, by thetimeyou returnto Denmark, whatimpact do youthink that mission and that
peacekeeping experiencein Africahad had on you atthat young of an age?

ThorPedersen: It made meinterestingto others. | was 20 years old, and | have this life experience, and
everyone's curious. Theywant toask me about what wenton and whatit was like but mostcommonly
peoplewould say, did youshootsomeone? Did you killsomeone? | did come home with adifferent outlook
on lifeand people. | was young, but still there was a lot of life experience packed into those seven months
in Africa and a lot of experience, alot of knowledge. And mostly people just wanted toknowif| had shot
someone. And thenthe conversation quickly moved on to if someone had bought anew bicycle or



something likethat. So, | wrote adiary. Well, | didn't wantto call it adiary. | remember it wasn't adiary, it
was a journal. Butthe samethingevery day | would write something. And if| hadn't done that, | think it
would have been all lost nowbecause | came back home and quickly thingsmovedon and no onereally
asked, no onereally wanted toknow. They justwantedto know superficial stuff.

Well, | also know thatyougotto livein anumber of very differentand very interesting places
around theworld as part of your professional career in shipping and logistics. Can you share what some of
thoseplaces were?

Thor Pedersen: Yeah, absolutely. So, | stillhad thisideal was going to be abusinessman.When | went to
business school, we had aday where everyone had to tell whythey were attendingbusiness schoolor
where they saw this going. And we had this one guy in my classroomwho had abriefcase and wore a shirt
and had polished black shoes and this kind of stuff. Andhewas going into shipping. And at thetime, I had
no idea what shippingwas. And he elaborated, and he said, well, shipping, it's thisindustry where no two
days arethe same, lots of money, and it's international. It's almost like a corporate James Bond. And| like,
that's me. I'mgoing todo shipping, that's me. Andthen the military camein between. So, | did those three
years military service, and then | found my way into shipping and logistics. And for thefirst four years, the
money wasn't good. It wasn't international. Only the paperwork| was pushing was international.

And every day was the same. [t didn't live up to my expectations at all. Butfouryearsin, therewas a
change of management and | had aconversation with him. And notlong after that, | was in Libya. So, | was
dreaming about going to Kuala Lumpuror New York or Tokyo, but Libya did well. So, | was in Libyafor a
coupleofyears. And then after doingthat job forwithinthe company, | was just aguy that could send
anywhere. Like,yeah, send Thor. Thor can doit. So, | was workingin Kazakhstan, in Azerbaijan. | worked in
theArctic Circle. | was deployed to Greenlandfor awhile. | worked for ashortwhilein Floridaand a
number of places around Europe as well. Bangladesh forayear was good. Lots ofinteresting places
around theworld.

So, whenyoulivedin Libyafor such an extended period of time, for years, what did youlearn
fromthat long termimmersionin Libyathat mosttravelerswho pass through for aweek to check it off their
list often miss and maybe share alittle bit about what your everyday life was like there?

ThorPedersen: | wasin Libyaas a logistics manager and | was coordinating the logistics on construction
of a cement factory. So, thisis back in 2004, Colonel Muammar Gaddafi was still alive and well and ruling
Libyaand the country was very safe at that time. You could pretty much goanywhere and feel very safe
within Libya as long asyou didn'tgo againstthe government, you didn't badmouth anythingyou're not
supposedto. And I'm pretty sure thattheywerelistening in on our calls and they were scanning emails that
were going through ourlaptops. Andl was working together with a couple, they were from Bulgaria, but
they'vebeen living in Libyafor decades. And theytold methen, don't trustanyone, even your closest
friends that you make herein Libya, everyone'san informant.

So, you justkind of live alittle bit paranoid, but you get used toit. It was fantastic that it was as safe and as
open asit was. So, any shot | had at goingsomewhere, | would go deep into Sahara. I'd goto old Bedouin
villages, caravan towns and coastline and ships rustingon the shoreline. And | wouldgo everywhere. | had
a greattime. | had adriver from Sudan and we were spending hours and hoursand hours nextto each other
every day. And | wouldteach him stuffthat | knewallittle bit about our placein the solar system. Andl'd
show himhow to use an ATM and somethingsthat he didn'tknow. And he would teach me about Arab



cultureand hewould teach me Arabic out of the Quran. As he said, you learn it from the Quran, thenit's
proper Arabic. And thatwas very cool.

So, I really immersed myselfinto Arab culture and Islamic, not that | was replacing anything within my life,
more so that this was ahuge opportunity to explore something that I knew verylittle about. Andl got so
good at Arabic that the Arabs thatwere seated at these company meetings, they would usually just talk
andtalk and talk in between each other that if| attended the meeting, they would be far more quiet
becausethey assumed that | knew what theywere talking about or there was arisk that | would know what
they weretalking about. So thatwas really good. It'sa country with alot of heart. It's an ancient, ancient
country. It's aMediterranean country.It's gone through all the Mediterranean history. So, thousands of
years of civilization on the shores going back before that. | mean, yougo into the desert, you'llcome and
see cave paintings of giraffes and other animals that you really couldn't picture livingin the desert, because
they didn't. It'sbecauseit was lush.

At onepoint | saw Gaddafi's great man-Made River project, which is pumping water from underground
lakes and rivers up to the surface and then trying to make towns and cities and the coastline green without
thinking about whathappenswhen you pump the waterout of the ground. That's someone else's problem.
Butitwas fascinating, fascinating project. | love spendingtime with the locals. I'd say one thing,you could
learn this in a matter of minutes ifyou're lucky. Butit's one thing that | took away from Libyais that people,
they look hard,youlookat people and they don't look friendly alot of thetime. Andthenifyou crack a
smilein their direction, theywillopenup in one big smile and it's just beautifuland heartwarming. | love
Arab culture.l thinkthat's whereyou find alot of hospitality in our world, is in Arab culture, becauseit's
embedded into the culturein some partin thereligion as well.

| totally agree. | appreciatethat, Thor. I lived in Cairo, Egypt forayear myself as well and
found so much ofthat exactlyhow you're describingit. So, | love that. Allright, let's talknowaboutwhat's
becomeknown astheimpossible journey. Yourquest to travel to every country in theworldin one
unbrokenjourney withoutflying. I'm curious about the psychology ofimpossible goals. Can youtake us
back to when you were 34 years old and just set the scene, where wereyou in your life, your career, your
relationship? Andthen how did you decide to set out on this extraordinary multiyear quest?

ThorPedersen: January2013,| had just comeback to Denmark froma project where | was working as a
camp manager in Arctic Sweden. That wasn't adream job and theincomewasn't as good as | was used to
atthetime. So, what had happened was thatl had been workingeightyears for afreight forwarder and then
after eight years| decided to go into abusiness on my own and become an independentbusinessman.
Basically, what | thoughtwas, if | can coordinate logistics on various projects or various companies around
theworld throughthem, | mightas well do it on my own. And instead of givingthe companya cut, | can take
more for myself. And that wentreally well for two or threeyears. And thensuddenlyit didn't. And the
phonewasn't really ringing alot.

And | had just boughtan apartment, whichlreally couldn't pay for, butthinkingthateverything would
continuetheway it had, | thought, okay, well,| havetheincome, butsuddenly | didn't. Andthis friend said,
just get something. As an accountantfriend of mine, he said, just get someincome and we'llwork out the
rest. And | got thisintheArctic, and | went upand did that. And | worked as hard as I've ever worked. So
brutal hours and brutal conditions. It was interesting and fun at the same time. And | came back home, and
I wasn't quite surewhat was goingto happen. Andthe phonewasn'treally ringing.| had money on mybank
account.



Financially, thingshad balanced out, so | could beidlefor abit, but the phone just wasn'tringing. No
emails, no job offers. My father, he sends me an email at that time with alink, and | follow the link, and |
read about some ofthe most traveled peoplein theworld. Andthroughall of that, | discover no one's gone
to every country completely without flying. Andthat justfascinates me beyondanything | can truly
understandtoday. Butit really had agrip on me. | thoughtthatwas so fascinating. So, | just started talking
to friends and family about that, and nobodywas remotely fascinated. It was justmetalking about how
amazing it was.

So, fromthere,you're speaking with yourfriends and yourfamily aboutit. Can youtalk about
how thetrip evolved to the point of embarking on it? What was the plan in terms of livingon $20 aday in
terms of being a goodwillambassadorfor the Red Cross? How was it designed?

ThorPedersen: | wasin arelationship in early 2013. So back when | was workingin Arctic Sweden, | was
invited for awedding in Denmark, and | flew to Denmark, and | puton asuitand | went to the wedding, and |
sat across from this gorgeous woman, and we spoke alittle bit during that night, butwe didn't hook up that
night, and | went back to the Arctic. Andthen after afew days, | received aFacebook request, asyou did in
2013, and we started texting each other, and thatwent to emails and we became pen pals. And then|
came back to Denmarkin 2013 after the project up there ended. And then it developed and we started
holding handsand we were an item. | saw myselfgoing somewhere with this woman. | saw my future. |
might marry her someday. We might have children someday. I'llprobably notbe able to continue doing
shipping logistics in theway I've done travelingaround the world. I'lLhave to find an office job somewhere
in Copenhagen, this kind of stuff. She was studying medicine, studyingto become adoctor. So thatwas
also my situation.

So, thephoneis still notringing. | don't reallyhave an income. | don't have to have an immediate income,
but atthe sametime, | don't like money. Justgoing out and nothing comingin. So, | start workingat a
homeless shelter and doing night shifts, and | startworking at aRed Cross asylum camp and notfar from
wherel live, also doing night shifts. And I'm doingthis kind of stuff. And meanwhile, I'm just talkingto
everyoneabout no one's goneto every country without flying, and the logistics. And imagine the adventure
and the modes of transportationand the people you'll meet and the things you'll eat and the stuffyou'll see
and the stuffyou'll hear. And people were notsuper interested. Buta couple of friends were, though, and
they slowly came on board and said, is this something you wantto do? And | wasn'tsureif | was going to
doitornot. | wastoying withtheidea and | was planningit in my head.

And eventuallyl boughtaworldmap and two pens,ablue pen and ared pen, and went throughthe world
and did my routes. And then eventually | got ajob offer, which | had received afew job offers which weren't
interesting, but | gotajob offers which was super interesting. Andit was in South America, acontinent |
had never been to beforein my life. | really wanted to doit, butl turned it down. Andwhen | turnedit down,
I knew it was because | was committed to going to every country without flying. So, everythinggot alot
more serious when | turnedthat job down. | knew, okay, now | need to find sponsorships. | need to find a
way to pay for this. | was researching differentbudgets. Some people live off $5 aday or $10 a day on
sailboats, $5 aday. Some people, people cycling, they have atent and they cook their own. Mefigured $20
a day seemed like a fair average. Also,youdon'twant tomakeit too easy. That's a part of it. But also, | was
hoping to find someone who wanted to sponsor it. And| was thinking if | was asking for ahundred dollars a
day, which would have made everythingalot easier, then it would be harder to find sponsorship. So, | was
going with $20 aday.



Butin hindsight, I've heardthis over and over again. Sometimes it's wellworthwhile asking for bigger
amounts, becauseiftheamountistoo small,they won'teven consider. They won'teven takeit seriously.
Butl got sponsorship and got aweb page, and wefound aproject name. Wenamed it Once Upon a Saga.
Therewas a motto, astranger is afriend you've never met before. | left home with ablog, which was a2013
thing, and with Twitter, which was also on therise back then. Andl had aproject group.| had threefriends
that came on board and were helping and supportingin various ways. Andwe agreed that thiswas abig
undertakingand thatit wouldberidiculous ifthe overall objective wouldjust be for me to go to every
country without flying, that someone should be benefiting fromit.

And becausel had been doing sometraining within the Red Cross, | was trainingto become a logistics
delegate within the emergency response unit (ERU), which | did become. | knew alot aboutthe Red Cross,
and the Red Cross is theworld's largest humanitarian organization, and it's foundin pretty much every
country around the globe. So, | thought there was agood match. And | approached the Danish Red Cross
and | think they were alittle dumbfounded and theydidn'treally knowwhatto do withit. So, they told me
togo homeandthey would call me. And eventually theydid call me. We had several conversations and
they made me a goodwillambassadorand tasked me with writingan always present storyfor each
national society around the world, which there were 187 of when | left home. Butit grew since.

Okay, so sinceyou were not able to fly, | wantpeople to understand howyouwere traveling.
Canyou explain, for example, what it tookfor youto get from Iceland to Canada and describe what that
journey was like?

ThorPedersen: It was publictransportation, so it's mostlytrains and buses and ferries, shared taxisand
shared motorcycle, but sometimes youneed to connect between bodies of water. And | had reached
Iceland, which was difficult enoughto reach at the time, and I'd gone to Greenland onacouple of vessels.
Andthen | was stuckin Greenland for abit becauseit's hard to reach Greenland, butit's also Hard toget
away from Greenland withoutflying. And I'd come back to Iceland and | was looking for avessel to takeme
westbound. | wantedto go to Canadaand then connect to the U.S. and continue south. And it was just
hard. It was wintertime and there weren'tmany options. Iceland's asmall country, asmall population.|
was struggling a lot.

Eventuallyl do get passage on a container ship. The shipis 10 years old. | remember being onacontainer
shipin Greenland which was 30 years old and it looked maybe 10 years because they lovedthat shipand
they madeit their second home and they took care of it. This one from Iceland to Halifax in Canada, it was
10yearsoldandit probably looked 30 because nobody cared. Ithad had areally rough life. And thisship
was not ice class. And we're setting outintothe North Atlantic with North Atlantic weather and icebergs
and whatnot.We're out there in the wintertime on aship which hasn't been well maintained and it's notice
class. And I'mup on the bridge with the captain. The captain was Ukrainian. His name was Andrei. A really
nice guy, youngguyas well. And he's looking out at the horizon. We're still in Reykjavik and we're looking
outatthehorizon, out atthe ocean and the sun is setting and there's some magical colors onthe sky and
thewater are pretty calm. And he says, it's never like this, it's never like this. You mustbe good luck. Andl
go, yeah, yeah, I'mgood luck. Let's go.

And we set out and within acouple of days again, the water starts to get alittlechoppyand it gets worse,
and it gets worse. And theneventually we'rein afull-blown storm. We have 7-meter swell, the shipis
poundinginto the ocean. It's getting lifted up and then hammered down into the ocean. It's rolling, its
pitching, it'syawing, it's doingevery direction this ship could possibly do. It's raining, its thunder, it's



lightning. Thewind is just screamingat us fromthe ocean. And I'm scared, so, so scared. I'm absolutely
positive that this, thiswas adumb idea. My lifeis going to end here. This shipis going down. There's noway
this ship, this piece of metal can last in this kind of weather. And you're gettingthrown all over the place.
You haveto hold onto something at any given time and with two hands at best. AndI'm making my wayup
tothebridgeand|'m being thrown around onthe staircase on. And I'm comingup on the bridge and it's the
end of theworld. Up on the bridge you have this fantastic panoramic view, thunder, lightning, huge waves
and swell. It's just crazy. And the noise from the wind. And you have aton of people up on the bridge, which
is uncommon.

At most you would have two people up there, butnowthere were maybe seven. And most ofthem were
officers. And they look calm, they look professional, they're talking, they're debatinginternally. And I'm not
calmat all ontheinside. On the outsideI'mtrying to portraythat I'm cool, buton theinside, notat all. And
atonepointthere's apause between two ofthe officers speaking and | kind of stutter alittle bit. So, is this
normal? And they turnaround and they lookat me and they just startlaughingat me. Son, we've seen
much worsethan this.You'llbefine. Just don't gooutside, stay inside, make sureyoudon't fall offthe ship.
You'llbefine. And | haveto tell you, withtheir confidence, | gained confidence as well. Butit was rough. It
was four days, this storm. Fourdays whereyou barely slept. Youlay your head downin your bunk bed and
you getthrownon thefloorand youslide across the floorand anything whichwasn't tied down would fly
across. It's difficult to eat, it's difficult togo to the bathroom, it's difficultto put onyour pants and close
your belt. Everythingis just complicated.

After four days ofthat, it calmed down and the ocean went mirrorlike. It was unbelievable. And it reflected
theblue sky to adegree wherethe ocean looked blue, but almost like oil, like really smooth blue. And
anywhere where the ocean broke, that would be life. You would see whales and dolphins and fish. At night
we had the northern lights come across and all the starsmirror intothe ocean. It was surreal. Andwhat
was supposed to be an eight-day voyage ended up being 12 days and fourhours before we could see land.
Even with binoculars, you could notsee land yet there'sjust ocean in every direction. Fourhours before we
could seeland, you could smell forest. So, pollen was being blown outfrom Canadainto the ocean. And
Canadabecame thefirst country | couldsmell beforel couldseeit.

That's amazing. Well, | want toask you about one more experience traveling by boat. Can
youtell the storyofhow you gotfrom Venezuelato Trinidad and Tobago?

Thor Pedersen: So, Venezuelabecame my last countryin the Americas. So, I'ddone North America,
Central America, and all of South America. Andl was in Venezuela, and | had spotted afisherman's village
onthecoast not far from Trinidad and Tobago, whichwould be the southernmost Caribbean Island nation
in this long island chain of Caribbean Islands. So, | figured, I'll goto that fisherman's village and I'lL find a
solution andI'llgo across. It'skind of naive, but it's alittle bit happy. Go lucky. Venezuela has been going
throughalot for quite afew years now. Ever so much morerightnow. Butl had agreat timein Venezuela.
It's one ofthe most beautiful countries I've been to. | wentto an exchange office with my U.S. dollar, and |
don't think it was alegit place. Did get areceipt, though. And| got so muchlocal currency thatmy $20 a
day might as well have been $200 a day. | was eating well and living well in Venezuela, and people were so
sweet. Thegas prices were nothing and people werejobless.

So, if they had avehicle, and since the gas was kind of free almost, they had all the time in the world. So,
someonewould drive meto this fisherman'svillage and drop me offat aguest house. AndI'mlyingon a
bed in this guest house, looking at the ceiling, wondering, okay, how am | goingto find aboat across to



Trinidad? And then someone knocks on thedoor. | getup and | open thedoor,and there'sashort guy
standing in frontofmelooking up at me. Andhegoes, | hear youneed aboat? And | go, yeah.So, | havea
boat. Comefollow me. | haveaboat. You need aboat? Come with me. | haveaboat. And I'mjust
wondering what the heck is going on. So, | lock my roomand | follow this shortguyintothe street. There's a
vehicle, and he points at thevehicle and says, getinto the car. Andl don't knowthis guy, and | don't know
the car. And there's another guyin the car, and he's quite alot bigger.| was in my comfort zone withthe
little guy. | could. If push cameto shove, | could take him.

Butyou changethe environment. Onceyou getinto this vehicle, it's out of my hands. I'm nolongerin
control, butastranger to friendsyou've nevermet before and all. And this far, I've been treated with so
much kindness, and | have hundreds, if not thousands of stories of complete strangers helping outand
being kind and bending over backwards sometimes to assist and pushmeforward in this project of mine.
So, I'min this vehicle and we go to ahouse. Their Spanish is good, mineis not. Their Englishis not good.
And | can'treally find out what's going on.We stop at ahouse and thelittle guy jumpsout ofthecar and he
goes up afew stairs and knocks on adoor. Andthe dooropens and awoman is peeking out, and she grabs
her handbag and she comes out, locks thedoor,runs downthe stairsand comesinto thevehicle.

And now we'redriving, thethree ofus, and | stilldon't knowwhat the heck is going on. And we drive for
another 10 minutes, and we cometo another house and ashort guy and the woman jumpout and they tell
me to stay in thevehicle. The short guy comes up to mywindow and says, give meyourpassport. And I'm
like, ah, | don't know. Thisis. | need yourpassport. Come on, come on, give me your passport. Like, yeah,
yeah, okay. So, | trust him. | give him my passport, and I'm sittingthere with the big guyin the car, and these
two, they disappearinto that house and they're gone for five minutes and 10 minutes. And I'm tryingto get
some answers out ofthe big guy, but we just cannot communicate. Theyreally don't knowwhat's going on.
Andtheseothertwo have disappeared with my passport, and I'mjust reevaluating my life choices here.
Andthen they comeout ofthe house and comeback in thevehicle, and | have no ideawhat's goingon.

Andweturn around and we go back and we drop this woman off and she goes, adios. And she'sgone. And
then wekeep driving and we come back to my guest house, and the little guy opens thedoor and | come
out ofthevehicle and he gives me my passport and he says, be ready tomorrow, 6am and thenthe two
drive off. And I'mjust wondering, what was that? What on earth went on? And | have alook at my passport,
and | see that I'venow been stamped out of Venezuela. The case being that it was weekend, | think this
might have been Saturday. And then Sunday we couldn'treach immigration. Andif| was to leave, then we
actually went over and picked up the immigration woman and drove her to the immigration office so she
could stamp meout ofthe country. It's prettygood.

So, the next morning at 6am, the little guyis knockingon the door, he's punctual, there's no delay here.
6:00Am he'sthereand heleads medown to asmall port. And youhave alot of small fishing boats. It's
early morning, you have seagulls, you havethe smell ofthe ocean and the smell of petrolfrom all these
outboard engines on the small fishing boats. And you have afew men, maybe a handful of fishermen
working their nets and prepping their boats. Andit's gorgeous. You have palm trees and blue skyand the
beautiful blue ocean. And we walk downto an open boatand the little guy points and says, getin. And
there's another guy inthatboat, he's also pretty big. AndI'm looking at the boat and I'm remembering what
people havetold meabout the Caribbean. So, they said, it's beautiful, its nice, people are friendly, lots of
rum and palm trees and nice sexy accents.



But also, youhave someguysthatarereally friendlyand smile alot and they're very helpful and they'll
inviteyou out on aboat trip. And whenyouget far enough outinto the ocean, they pushyouintothe ocean
and that'stheend ofyou. So, I'm looking at this boatand go like, they knew | needed aboat and they're
offering this and we haven't negotiated aprice or anything. And is this goingto bethe end? Are we going to
gointothe ocean now?Andthen I'mliterally goinginto the ocean. Isthat what's goingto happen? And it
hasfouroutboardmotors, thisboat,and weturn one ofthem on and slowly goout ofthe marinaand we
come outinto the ocean and the other three come on and it's noisy as you wouldnot believe. Andwe're
justblasting outand the portis becoming smaller and smaller behindus and you can't see Trinidad and
Tobago, it'stoofar out. And we're going and we're goingand we're going.

Andthelittle guy is shouting at me and pointing at stuff. And| figure he's tryingto be aguide of some sort
and telling me about mountainsor alighthouse and this kind of stuff. Andsuddenly | hear him say, now it
becomesreally deep. And I'mthinking, oh boy. But eventually he's pointing out at alittle black dot far, far
into thehorizon. And within seconds, that black dotis Coastal Guard, abig U.S. style Coastal Guard ship,
butfrom Trinidad and Tobago. Andyou have uniformed men up there with sunglasses and armed with
rifles, and they tell us to turnthe engines off. So eventually they board us and they take everything apart.
They do nottouch me. They do nhottouch my bags. Forallthey knew, | couldhave had 40 kilos of cocaine in
my duffel bag. They did not touch that, and | did not. But they asked me anythingthey needed to know. They
would ask mefirst. They asked meif| spoke English, which | do.

And then they said, which port did you leave from? Whattime did you leave? Where did youmeet these
men?Where are you going? What's the purpose of this journey? Everythingthey wanted to know; they
would ask me. And they would also speak alot of Spanish with these other two guys. Andwhen they were
satisfied, they would all goback on the Coast Guard ship and thenlet us pass. Andthen they just sat there
bobbing in the ocean, observing through binoculars. If we were actually going where we said we were
going, and we did. Atthe timewhen the Coast Guard arrived, you could probably see land. Maybe we were
closeenough. Anyway, so wewent to Trinidad and | left the boat and the little guy comes up tomeand he
gives me some money and he says: “This is so you can get some breakfast. Have anice journey.”

That's amazing. There are so many themes and momentsin the book that highlightthe
humanity ofthe world through youreyes as you're going through it. Andyou've mentioned one of the
themesis: “astrangeris afriend you've never met before” When you werein Poland and youwere headed
to Lithuania, can you talk about whathappened that night?

Thor Pedersen: This was early days in my project. | thinkalittle morethanamonth sincel had left home. It
was winter and | was at a hostel. | was the only guest at the hostel, which had been the case for alot of
hostels across Europe, beingthatit was winter.So up close to Lithuania, there's a city called Suwatki.
Suwatkihas about 20,000 peopleliving there or so. And amongstpeople in Poland, they joke thatit's the
coldest placein all of Poland. That's Suwatki.And we'rein December and | couldn't find anything. |
couldn'tfind any hostels. | couldn't. Nothing. Nowhere | could stay. So, | asked the people at the hostel that
I'm atin Warsaw and they do some searches in Polish and come back to me and say, okay, we found this
guy in Suval. He did not soundvery pleasant, but you can stay there for one night. Youhaveto bring exact
Change. Here's his address, here's his phone number. Andthey hand methis piece of paper and they say,
good luck.

Andljumponatrainandlgo. It's maybethree or four hours on atrain. | have something toeat, and the
train. And | arrived to Suwatki at this time early on in my project. For thefirstcouple of years within my



project, | wasn't getting SIM cards, which was amistake. It would have made my life easier, but | wasn't
getting SIM cards. | wasrelyingon Wi-Fi. I'd goto Starbucks, or | wouldgo outin frontof people's homes
andseeifl couldguess. 1,2, 3,4,5,6,7, 8, orwhatever. So, | arrive in Suwalki, and | have no ideawhere
this addressis. Andthere's noonel can ask. Maybe ahandful of people got offthetrainand they just
disappearinto the night.

So, I'm all alone at the train station in Suwalki, and there are no shops. There's noindicationwhere the
center of the city might be. There's just nothing. There's just snowand parked cars. And it's late. It'smaybe
11in theevening. And | had picked adirection, so | just walked offin one direction, could have been any
direction. And I'm walking for agood 15 minutes with my big duffel bag on my back and my small day pack
over my shoulder and my hat and my beard. And it'ssnowing. You're stepping through the snowand you
hear your footprint. You hear yourself steppinginto the snow. It's making this sound, but other thanthat, it's
quiet. There'sjust nothing. And 15 minutes in, I'm standingunderalamp post and the lightis coming down
onme. And there's aTintersection. So,I'm lookingdownthis sideroad and I'm looking at parked cars and
homes. Some of them have lights on, some do not.

And snow is coming down. AndI'm wondering how long it's goingto be before | find this address.| haveno
idea whereitis. How longisit going to be before | find someone, | can askto someonethat can help me?
And adooropensin oneofthese houses down the street thatl'm lookingdown. And awoman steps out.
And shehasthelight coming, justfloodingout behind her.She lookslike an angel. Andl dash over.She's at
thetop of six or eight steps. I'm standing below these steps, looking up at this woman. And I'm out of
breath and she's looking at me, which must have been aweird sight. And then | say, hello, do you speak
English? And she says, yes, she's actually an English teacher. And | go like, that'sunbelievable. Thisis just a
part oftheworld whereyouprobably wouldn'texpect to find anyone who spoke English. This woman did.
She looks at me and she says, what on earth areyoudoing here at this late hourlookingthe way you do? So
justsay, I'matraveler. I'm goingto Lithuaniatomorrow. | have this address. Showher this piece of paper.
AndI'mlooking forthe address. This is where I'm stayingtonight. Do youknowwhereitis? And she says,
yeah, it's not too far from here, but wouldn'tyoumuch ratherjust stayin my home tonight? AndI'm looking
atthiswoman and she's amiddle-aged woman. Shelooks kindenough, she's wearingjeans and a sweater.
She's certainly friendly and helpful, but at the sametimel have noideawho thiswoman is. | havenoidea
whatwill happen oncel goinside her home. She mightlead meinto the basement and I'll goup unchanged
onthewall. Who knows? But, so this other guy, okay, he's unpleasant, buthe's expecting me.

And at least this has been organized. And forsome odd reason that seemed like amore sane choice for me
atthetime. So, | excuse myself with that and that he's expecting me. And she looks at this paper slip and
shesays, there's aphone number, we can call him and say, you're notcoming. It'sreallynot aproblem. |
havea guest bed; you can comeinside. Not aproblem at all. At which pointlreconsider. And | knowit's
early days within my project that I'm going togo to every country thereisin the world. Andl thought it was
quite narrow minded up myselfto turndownthis invitationfrom this wonderfulwomanwho's standing
hereinviting me. And thenit's cold and dark and I'm tired and her house looksreally lovely. So, | convinced
myselfthat | shouldbe more opento theseinvitations and | should be far more open to peoplein general.

So, | accept. She calls this guy and then she tells me that the reason why she came out was because the
storm was blowingacross Europe and she was worried thatsome of the tall trees nearbywould fallin her
car, so she wanted to move her car. So, she does thatand then shegoes in and invites meinto thehouse
and shedisappears around the corner. I'm standingin the hallway and I'm kicking off my boots and



brushing snow off my jacket. Andl find out thatshe walked into the kitchen, which was nearby. Andl come
into thekitchen and say hello. Andl say, so my nameis Thor. And she says, oh, her nameis Maria. And she
asked me if I'mhungry and | say no. Andmy stomach goes. She says nonsense, you're atraveler, of course
you're hungry. It'slate, sit down, I'll make something. So, she just makes something really easy. A little bit
of meat and potatoes that she heated up forme and then gave me acup of tea. And then we sat down at
thiswooden table, areally old woodentable, and talked and talked and talked for hours.

And at one point someone comes downthe stairs. It'satwo-storyhouse and someone comes downthe
stairs and it was her daughter; she was maybe 30 and she looks so confused thatl'm sitting in the kitchen
with her mother at 1Tamin the morningand she just blastsher mother in Polish. Andl don'tspeak much
Polish, butl do think I understood thatthis related to that her mother was crazy and she shouldn't let some
strange guy into theirhome in the middle of the night. Butthe daughter spoke Englishand she was alawyer,
she spoke English quite well. Andit ended well and she went back to sleep. She was sick and home
because of that. And then whenwefinish talking, Marialeads meinto the basement and thereis aguest
bed. And shegives me a towel and says good night. Andl sleep like ababy. This dunathat | had was so
heavy and the storm was ragingoutside and | didn'thear athing. It was perfect.

The next morning, | wake up. Maria and her daughter had made breakfast and coffee and | had ashower.
And then Mariagoes outside and we wipe the snow off her car and she drives meto the bus terminal and
shepoints atabus and says, that's the bus to Lithuania. Thank you for yourvisit. She never asked for
anythinginreturn. It's afantastic storyfor me becauseit really encapsules astrangeris afriend you've
never met before. Butit's also astory about chance because from the train station | could have walked in
any direction and I wouldn'thave met or Maria could have come out to move her car alittle bit earlier, a
little bit later and | wouldn't have met her. So, everythingjust played outthe way it had to for me to meet
her.

Well, there were so many beautifulanecdotes like that throughoutthe book. | also wantto
ask you about yourexperiencereturningto Libya on this journey manyyears after youhad lived there. Can
you sharewhat thatwas like and also tell the story of one of the most emotional days of the entire journey,
when you went to the beach by yourself and whatyou saw there?

Thor Pedersen: | was in Libyaunder Gaddafirule and there was acompletely different Libya that | returned
to. However, the history of the country remained. The culture wouldbe the same, the people would
essentially bethe same, although some of them would have been allittle jaded by recentyears’
experience. The safety situation was completely different. The eastern part of Libya seemed to be ruled by
General Haftar, which is still the case today. Actually, it was hard to get any knowledge. | tried to enter
Libyafrom Egypt and therejust wasn't enoughinformation and the Libyan Embassyweren'tgivingmethe
visa.

So, then | opted to goto Maltaand spent alot oftimein Malta speaking to Libyan businessmenand then
trying to seeifl can get on a ship to cometo Libya. And | was warned against it and | went to theembassy a
few times and they refused. And one ofthese ship owners told me that the last time they wentthey were
shot at. So, there arebullet holes on the side of the ship. And then| went to Tunisia. Thatwas my last
option to enter Libyaand | should have done that straightaway. | had noideahow wellconnected|l wasin
Tunisia. And beforel knew it, | was introduced to abusinessman and | gotmy visaand | was escorted into
Libyaviapolicemen. And | met this businessman in one of thefirst bigger townsacross the border, about
50 kilometers into Libya, coming fromTunisia, which is west of Libya, going east into Libya. And this



businessman that I met in Tunisia, he was there with his two children. There was allittle bit mafia
atmosphere around him. Hewas a big guy and he was well connected. He was very friendly towards me.
Thiswas Eid al-Fitr.

So at the end ofthe Ramadan, people were feasting, rejoicing withfamily, havingagood time, celebrating.
Andthat was also why | opted togo. Exactly. Atthat time, | felt it might be alittle bit safer for me. And he
explained to methat now | was inside this town, | was safe. So, every town, every village sits like an island
within Libya. And everything between towns and villages is the Wild west. And thereis no good
information. The only goodinformationis from the last personwhocameinto thevillage who could say
whatthey encountered ontheroad. So, youhopethatit's as safe as they tell you, oryou don't goifthey say
it'sunsafe. Butaslongas|'minthetown andit's acoastal town,then I'mfine, | can walk wherever.No
one's going to touch me because they knowI'm withhim, I'm safeinside, so that'sfine. And I'mhaving a
goodtimeandthey'rekindto meand | askifl can go downtothe beach. He says, yeah, you'refine, you're
fine. Aslong as you're within the perimeter of this,you're fine. Andl go downto the beach and there'salong
coast, Mediterranean coastlinein Libya.

It's 1,600, 1,800kilometers.It'salot. It's more than athousand miles long. Beautiful coastlinein Libyaand
beautiful Mediterranean Seaand no hotels, no nothing. It's justyours. I've seen the coast many times. My
thinking while being in Libyafor the second timewas | know that | can't go wherever | wantto go because
of the safety situation.l haveto bealittle bit cautious. And also, | wantthe success of the project of
reaching every countryin theworld. So, | have all of this. Buton the other hand, I've spent twoyearsin
Libya. I'vetraveled extensively acrossLibya. | knowLibyaquite well. | don't need to go and exploreit. | just
need to be ableto come and do my little visit for the project's sake.Now I'm at the beach and | smell
something fouland there'sseaweed and allittle bit of rubbish. So, | figured that might be it.

And | walk down onthe beach and lookaround, and then | turn right and | followthe coastlineand I'm
walking, enjoying this pristine beach and the beautiful ocean and beautiful sky and afresh breeze. Andthen
| freeze. And | stop ontop of my feetand | can't move. I'mfrozen. And I'm looking at adead body and my
heartis pounding. Andit's areally surreal experience. | don'tknow why|'m seeing adead body. | don't
understand. You lullyourselfintoeverything's fineand you hear what's in the eveningnews and the stories
that peopletell you, butit'sEid and everyone's takinggood care of me and I'm safe. In this village. So,you
lullyourselfinto this false sense of security. Sometimes when you go to conflict areas, if you're playing
football or soccer with the children or you're invited to awedding, you mightstart sayingit's not as
dangerous, it's notas harmful as people, they say. Buthere | am suddenlylooking at this dead body, and all
of it comes back to me. Everything.Islamic State, the different fractions, people getting raped and
murdered and robbed, and all the horrible things | read in preparation before goingto Libya.

It all comes back to me. I'm looking at this dead body and every thought runs through myhead. Everything
from, am| next?Isthis aplace wherethey cometo shoot people? Havel seen somethingl'm not
supposedto see? Aml going to be punished for seeing somethingl shouldn'thave seen?Is this body going
toriseand chase me like a zombie? Everything my head coulddo to me, it did. It was pretty horrible. | turn
around, | go back, and | find that I'm between two dead bodies. | missed thefirst one somehow. It's
probably theonel smelled when | came down on the beach, some between two dead bodies.AndI'm
going out of my mind. I reallydon't know what's goingon. I'm terrified of the situation. I'm confused. | pass
that body and | walk for abit and | find athird dead body. Butnow I'm also finding some debris, some life
jackets, sometarpaulin, and | startto puttwoand twotogether.



I havean explanation, and thatis that these arerefugees. These are asylum seekers. These were people
that were hoping for abetter life. They wanted to goacross the Mediterranean to Europe and start over.
Their vessel was ripped apart by the ocean and sent back ashorein Libya. And that was the end of these
three grown men. Now, when | have my own explanationfor what!'m seeing, | feel far calmer. I'm not at
ease with itatall, not even close, butit's good to have an explanation. And | keep walking,and | find a
fourth dead body.And then | keep walking, and | can see an area with some shade and people lying on the
beach and people out swimmingand playing in the waterand just enjoyingthe coast. And|l'm so confused
by this, becausel'm aware that there arefour dead bodies between me and the people that are sunbathing
and playing in the water. Andl comecloser to them, and it's justso surreal that I'm back to normal life and
peoplejust enjoying themselves, getting atan. And | turn around to see the dead bodies, and they're so far
away that you can't make out thatthose are dead bodies.

So, they might have been completely unaware of this, the people on the beach. And | walk across this
patch ofthe beach with alot of people outin the sun, having the time of their life enjoying Eid. And | come
ontheother side ofthat and walk for abit where there's nobody, and | find afifth dead body. At which point
[turninland and decide I'm donewalkingon the beach. And I'm notsureifl should tell anyonewhat | have
seen. | worry | might offend someone. Thathospitality and keeping face is such abig deal in that part ofthe
world, thatit could be offensivein away to tell them that I've seen a different side of Libya, especially now
that they'retrying to promote Libya as well as they can throughout eat and their visit and their hospitality.
So, | keep itto myself. And 1 go to bed early that night and my mindis playing tricks on me. | have the worst
nightmares I've ever had. [twas just ahorrible, horrible night.

And the next morning, this family is asking if | want to go withthem to Tripoli. A driver camein and he said
theroad was safe, so we can gotothenation's capital if| wanted to.And | say, no, I've done what| cameto
do.I'mready to go back to Tunisia. And | said, that's fine. And the policeman escorts me through these
heavy, heavy, heavy checkpoints. You have checkpoints and thenyouhave checkpoints. Andthese were
heavy, militarized checkpoints. | couldn't have gone through them onmy own. | was so dependenton these
people. And the policeman, hetakes mein civilian clothing across these checkpoints and back to Tunisia.
We do a selfie and Salam alaikum. And then I'm back in Tunisiaand | switch on my Tunisian SIM card and |
start calling people and then start gettingit out of my system. | don't thinkl went back in the ocean for a
year after that.

Inone ofyour blog posts thatyouwrote later on,youreflect back on that day. And, inthe
blog post, the contextfor writingit was that you had recently met with a Syrian refugee family in
Switzerland. Can youshare their storyand why that was such an emotional moment for you?

ThorPedersen: So, this was afamily, amother, afather, one small child, and they'd been going overland
from Syriato Jordan and then Jordan, Egypt and then had made their way to Libya. And they were tryingto
find a boat that could take them acrossthe Mediterranean. For one reason or the other, they didn't. Maybe
they didn't feel comfortable. It's areally rough environmentwith these people, smugglers. Maybe the cost
wastoo high, but oneway or the other, theydecided to turnaround and they wentback the way they came
from. And then eventually they were able to connect with aflight and they flew to Europe and became
asylum seekers. | thinkmeeting them and thinkingaboutthem beingamongst the 220,000 people crossed
the Mediterranean thatyear from Africa, it mightas well have been themin aboat likethat that was torn
apart and they could have drowned and they could have been sent back.



| actually think thatthe project would have ended if | had found awoman or certainly a child on the beach
that day. | don'tthink | would have been able to cope with that. That would have been too much. Thefive
men that | found were like any of the men I've been speaking to for months and months and months,
networking, tryingto find my way into Libya or surrounding countries. These werejust guysin T shirts and
jeans and with sandals on their feet. They were in these mangled positions, half dug into the beach, such a
horrible, horrible, horrible way to end your days. | just think this family that | met in Switzerland affected me
deeply because of thethought that it couldhave been the end for them.

How did that experience shape the way thatyouthinkaboutthe concept ofborders and the
way you think about globalinequality and humanity?

Thor Pedersen: In thisworld, essentially, it's all about the lottery of life. | was born in Denmarkand | once
had a conversationwith aguy in Yemen who was born the sameyear as | was born, the same month as|
was. Wewere born within days of each other and we went silent and justlooked at each other. And | think
we werethinking the samething,that| was bornin Denmark and | had this privileged life based on that.
Even being poorin Denmark, you're still doing quite well. And hewas bornin Yemen and that's justtheend
of that. So, it's unfair. Youhave 8 billion people distributed acrossthis planetand mostly based on where
they were born, which religiontheywere borninto, which culture and which passport they were given, if
any. | tend to think that the caste system that people they knowofin India and they say it's so unfairthat
you'rebornintoacertain caste. It's not much differentfrom beingborninto acountry.lfyou'relivingin a
well-off country,youhaveto recognize that you're doing so because someone elseis not doing so well.

Allright,we'regoingto pause here and call that the end of Part one. Ifyou are appreciating
the storiesthat you're hearingon this episode, | wantto encourage you to pick up acopy of Thor's best-
selling book. It's called the Impossible Journey. Available anywhere books are sold. Whether you like the
print version or you want the audiobook, bothof them are available. Andifyou would liketo hang outin
person with meand Thor, we are both goingto be at the Extraordinary Travel Festivalin Bangkok, Thailand
October 22nd to 25th,2026. And Thor's new feature length documentary abouthis journey is goingto be
screening at the festival and you can get a $100 discounton your ticket. As aMaverick Show listener, just
go to extraordinarytravelfest.com and whenyougo to purchaseyourticket just usethe code Maverick at
checkout to get $100 off. We are also going to link all of this up in the shownotes so youcan just one place
atthemaverickshow.com go tothe shownotes for this episode. There youwill find direct links to everything
we have discussed in this episode, including all the ways tofind and follow Thor, how to buy his book, and
how to get yourdiscount on yourticket tothe Extraordinary Travel Festival so you can hang outwith usin
person. Andifyou do,grabyour ticketand you're going to come through and definitely shoot meaDM on
Instagram maverickshowpodso we can plan to link up atthe event. And of course, be sureto tuneinto the
next episodeto hearthe conclusionof my interview with ThorPederson. Good night, everybody.
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