My guesttodayisJoanne Paul. Sheisthefounder and CEO of |leo, aplace-based learning
ecosystem for world schooling and homeschooling families rooted in Curacao and builton local
partnerships.Bornto Haitian parents and raised between the U.S. and Haiti, Joanne brings a uniquely
Caribbean perspective to the world schoolingspace. Sheis one of the only World Schoolhubfounders
nativeto theregion she serves.

Joanne, welcometo the show.
Joanne Paul: Hi, Matt. Thank you.l am excited to have this wonderful conversation with you today.

| am so excited to have this conversation with you and I'm super excited also that we have
agreed to make this a wine night. So, let's start off by talking about where we are and what we are drinking.
| am actually in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Asheville, North Carolinatonightand | havejust opened ared
blend fromthe Cétes du Rhdéneregion of France. So, | am going tobe drinkingthrough that tonight. But
where are you and what areyou drinking?

Joanne Paul: | amin the north suburbs of Chicago in Cary, Illinois. Usuallywhen | say Cary, Illinois, nobody
knowswhereitis. So, | kind of haveto say Crystal Lake, Argo Queen area. And then people are like, okay, |
getit. Tonight, | optfor somered wine. | am not a big drinker, so | go for something smoothand sweet and
herewe are.

Herewe are. That sounds perfect. And as you know, | was born in the northwestsuburbsof
Chicago. You though, were actuallynotbornin Chicago. And | want totalk aboutyour backstory right out of
the gate. But before we even talk about yourstory growing up, can you share alittle bit aboutyour parent’s
story and what their life was like back in Haitiin the 1970s?

Joanne Paul: Both of my parentsare Haitian born and my dad founded one of thefirst orphanagesin the
region of Kenscoff down in the hills of Haiti. And he was acommunity leader and he did alot of food
distributions and stuff. | haveto say that my mom, withouther, none of that would have been possible
because she was the backboneto all of this. On paper, it's my dad, but it's really both of my parents that
put all their sweat and tears into all of this. And thenwhen my dad started to get sick, he had a stroke. And
| believeit was early 90s. And one of my brotherstookover. His nameis Jean Lix Paul. And now hewas
ableto open up a second orphanagein the north side of Haitiin Cap-Haitien. In 2003, my late sister, she
passed away, but they together opened up aschool as well in Kenscoff. And how there's about400 kids
that attend the school. And both orphanages are still up and runningin Haiti. And my brother is doing an
amazing job kind of carrying on the legacy of my father. We all kind of contribute to itin our own way, but
it's bigupsto my brother.

So how did growingup around thattype of long-term community work shape the way that
you thoughtaboutresponsibility and belonging?

Joanne Paul: | think that myparents did amazing job notexplaining their workto me, but just puttingme
into the environment by default. So, | lived in Port Queens, in Delmas area that is 30 minutes from
Kenscoff. And then the orphanage was up in the mountains. It's like 30-minute drive ifthere's no traffic.
And every weekend | would head up there and my parents would just openthe doorto the carand | would
be so excited because it's just afill of kids and I'mjust playing with them and havingfun and notever
knowing the difference between, oh my gosh, my family are helping you, or any that. So, my parents did not
explain any ofthat. And I thinkthat that helped shape who | amtoday in the way of being able to relate to
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anyone and connect to everyone. Funny storyaboutthat, | thinkwhen I was in third grade, one of my
teachers was having afield trip and. And they decided to pick a place that had mango distributionand
happened to be owned by my uncle. Andwhen theyweretrying toplan whereto go,l was like, oh, | don't
wantto goto myuncle'sjob. Let'sgo up in the mountainsin the orphanage. That's fun. Andeveryone kind
of turned to me and looked at merudely. And that was thefirst timel realized | was like, oh, thisiswhat an
orphanageis. Becausethey were like, who goes to an orphanage for fun?

So, when did you first, realize how unique it was, what your family was doing. And thinking
back now, what impact did that type of upbringing have on your understanding of what meaningful work
looks like?

Joanne Paul: That's my first glimpse of realizing the workthat my parents were doing at that time. But
also, when | cameto the U.S. and my sister was working on openingup aschool, and then later on myself,
| ended up doing afew fashion show benefits for the orphanage myself. And during that time, | was kind of,
like, digging into theresearch and finding outmore aboutmy dad, because my dad passed away when |
was about 11 yearsold. So, | was really digginginto my roots and tryingto know him more and what he did
in Haiti and going back to Haiti myselfto visit in that region, how people talked about my father and all the
things that he used to do and stuff, and how theyremember him stillto this day.| remember goingto a
market in the city and. And there was a lady that said that she was from the Kenscoffregion. And |
happened to belike, oh, my dad founded an orphanage up there. And she was like, wait, areyou Edner
Paul's daughter? And I'm like, yeah. And we had this great moment where she was like, oh, he did so much
forthe community. So, it's stillto this day, | think, thathis legacy lives on.

Canyou talk about yourexperience now, yourchildhood, what it was like growing up
between the U.S. and Haiti, how old youwere when youlived in each place, and how moving between
those worlds shaped youridentity?

Joanne Paul: Because my parents were humanitarians and doing the work of the orphanage, they had alot
of meetingsintheU.S. And | liketo say | was kind of born by accident. | thinkmy momwas comingto a
conference, and. And then they were like, we got to keep you. Andthen herel was borninthe U.S. and
then whenever she got the green lightto take me back, shetook me back. And then around thetime |l was
born, my dad started getting sick. So, then | had an aunt whollived in Highland Park in the north suburbs.
And they felt, at that time, with all the responsibility, mindyou. | come from alarge family. | have six
brothers and five sisters. So that was alot for my parents tohandle, plusmy dad being sick at that time.
So, lwas with my aunt from, | would say, twoto seven. Andthen there was another conversation thatthey
wanted meto be a part of my dad's life, just to get to know him. So, | moved back from 7to 13, and then
from 13, | came back to the U.S. again.

What did Haiti teach you that the United States did not?

Joanne Paul: Community. Beingableto walk outside and, youknow, all yourneighbors and everyone has
each other's back is something thatl think| will always carry. Andwhen I'm backin the U.S. I'm not used
toit, especially inthe suburbs. I'mjustnot usedto that.Ifyou have any issues, have any questions, you
can just goto your neighbor's house likethat and justknockon the doorand they're there foryou. Andas
well as Haitiis thefirst black republicin the world and thefirst Latin countryin theregion ofthe Caribbean
as well. Haiti has left out alot when it comes to being Afro Latino. Buttechnically, Haiti was thefirst Latino
country inthe Caribbean. It has such rich history and the music; thefood is amazing.



Canyou sharealittle bit about that cultural element, the dynamics, what Haitian music has
meant to you and for people that may notbe familiar with it, maybejust share allittle bit about Haitian
music and then put people ontosome artists.

Joanne Paul: | would say Haitian Creolein general, just so people can understand, is like a blend of African
languages, native language, and a bit of European languages mixed intothat. So, all of thatis within the
culture and within the music. So, when you hear Haitian Kompa, you willhear alittle bit of Afrobeat, but
you will hear alittle bit of Latino soundin there. Butit's very unique and smooth, and it's something when
you hear it, you just cannotdance. | thinkthe main Haitian artist right nowthatis breaking recordsis Joé
Dwet Filé, and he hasrecently done acollab with Burna Boy. Evenifyou're not familiar with Kompa, |
guaranteeyou, ifyou'reinto Afro beats and all of that, you have heard this song. It willmake sense once
you dotheresearch and listen toit, I'm pretty sure, because last year it was everywhere. Forme,
personally, I really love Alan Cavé. AlanCavéis alegend and Haiti. And there's asong, Se Pa Pou that|
love, andthere's 7Tabou Combothatisvery popular as well. There's abunch of different artists that if you
just putkompain there, Kompa, you'llfind alot of good Haitian music there.

I'm also curious, when you were growingup in Haiti and livingthere, whatyouobserved in
terms of watching foreigners cometo Haiti and live in expat bubbles, and whatdid you observe about that
dynamic as a Haitian living There.

Joanne Paul: Yeah. So, after the earthquake In Haitiin 2010, there was abig rush of NGOs that kind of
opened up in Haiti. And so, you ended up having a lot of expats comingand doingwork after the
earthquake. And whatl noticed is that mostofthe time they would bein their own bubble and even ifit's
for sevenyears, that it would be there. Not really makingthe effort to learn the language and really knowing
thepeopletoo much, unlessthe personspoke English. So, | did befriend alot of expats duringthattime.
So, itkind of gave me a good idea of how they viewed the country. And for me, | feel like some of them
would have enjoyed the country moreifthey integrated with the locals.

Canyou talk more about what, what they were missing and whatyour observations of that
taughtyou about cross-cultural engagement?

Joanne Paul: | think Haitiis very misunderstood, especially tothe West. Like | mentioned before, it's the
first black republic. It holds alot of history there and we have a lot of places that you can visit to learn. And
there are historians there that are still alive talkingaboutthe history of Haiti. | love Bayyinah Bello; sheis a
historian that putme onto Haitian history. | thinkthat ifthey took the timeto reallynot only learn aboutthe
history, butreallyimmerse themselves into the culture, theywould enjoyit. And not seeit only as aplace
thatisjust, we need humanitarian aid. It's also a place that has beautiful white sandy beaches. Jacmel has
so many beautiful waterfalls, and there's street art everywhereyougo. That's amazing. You can see
vendors out, always hustlingand selling something. Because alot of the time I feel like in the west, they
sellusthisidea that Haitireally needs us and this and that, but life is moving on. People are hustling and
it'svery busy and stuff. And | think that to take the time to do theresearch aboutthe countryand get to
know someonethatis Haitian, thathas lived or been to the country and love the history of the country,
then I think that would make a big difference.

What responsibilities come with entering another culture, especially with privilege or
economic mobility.



Joanne Paul: | think that when you're comingin with that, youhaveto in someways give back and work
with thelocals. I'm very big on working with the locals to bring sustainability to the economy in the country
that you'revisiting, not only through stayingin afive-star hotel, butalso getting out there and trying to reach
outtothelocals andgettingto know themin thatway. | think that's the best way to immerse yourselfinto
the culture and understand what privilege you're bringing in.

So, whenyou thinkback, howdid growing up in Haiti shape your worldview and your politics
and your understanding of global inequality?

Joanne Paul: It helped meto not necessarily believe whatI'm seeing 100% in the mediaand to do my own
research on things and also reaching outto people who have knowledge in thatarea and educate myself
as much as| can. Becausethereis a lot of misinformationwhen it comes to Haiti. | thinkit's one of the
most beautiful places and peoplethere are super nice. But what I've seen the mediahave donefor the last
few decades, when it comes to promoting Haiti, the media portraying acountryin a certain way, | pause
and | educate myself.

Canyou talk alittle bit more about howwatching outsiders interpret Haiti shaped your
understanding of powerand narrative?

Joanne Paul: I think thatit's not only for Haiti. | would say even the continent of Africaas well. It's all of
thoseregions. Historyis told by the perceptive of thevictor. Haitihas just alot of historyand has been
treated unfairly, mostlybecauseone, it's thefirst black republic. And they were never giventhe chanceto
really fully befree, even thoughthey fought for their freedomrightfully. France camein and told them, if
you don't pay thisamountfor damages fromthe war, we are going to come back and invade. So, Haiti at
that time had its hands tied and it had no choice but to pay. | think nowit would be equivalent of $33
billion. And all of that money couldhave gone to building hospitals, building roads, building infrastructure
forthe country to thrive. But all of that wentto France. And the U.S. came and occupied Haitiin the 1920s
as well. And they weretherefor, | believe, 19 years and did alot of damagein Haiti. And of course, with all
of that, thereis going to be sometype of corruption that births through the government. Afterall of that,
and understanding that, | don't justview Haiti as, oh, thisis acorrupt country. | understand the complexity
of everythingthataffected it to makeit be whereit's at right now and it goingback to what | said before, it's
thesame. When | see another country struggling, | also pause and I'm like, what reallyhappened here?

So, whenyou lookback now, what partsof Haiti most deeply shaped youas aperson?

Joanne Paul: For me, | grew up in Delmas Port-au-Prince area. Like | said, | had a pretty brightchildhood
where even in my neighborhood, | befriended a lot of the neighborhoodkids. And we all were outside
barefoot, playing soccer and making music outof nothing. One of my brothers who livein Canada, he
recently came, and then he played asong that| wrotewhenlwas 10. Butit's just so natural therein Haiti
thatyou don't even thinkofit. People there arejust talented by default. And | was listening toasong, | was
like, | should record this.Butit'sthelevel oftalentthere. There's alot of art. And Haiti, it's abig thing.
Musicisreally big. So whatever struggle we're going through, we use aform of art to help us get by.

| also want to ask you about languages. Can youtalk about the different languages thatyou
speak and theimportance and significance that speaking different languages has played in your life?

Joanne Paul: Oh, huge. Firstofall, | do speak Creole. Haitian Creole. There are different variations of
creole. There's Creole for Martinique, Guadeloupe, because we were all colonized by the same person.



So, we havevariation of the creole. But if somebody's from Martinique, | can kind of understand a bit of
their creole, and viceversa, | think Dominica as well. So Creoleis one, and then by default, French is one,
and then by default, as well, Spanish. | don't say that| speak Spanish fluently. It'sjust alanguage | kind of
know just because of theregion that | livein. And it's a Latin language. So,onceyou know a couple Latin
languages, then it's easier to navigate the others. And rightnow, because I'm spending alot of timein
Curacao, | am beginning to learn alittle bit of Papiamento. And my kids are half Russian, so | know the
basics of Russian.

Do different parts of your personality emerge in different languages?
Joanne Paul: Oh, yeah, for sure.
How so?

Joanne Paul: | think more of my sassy side. And I'm veryfunny and Haitian Creole. | find that when|'m
speaking Haitian Creole, peoplejust crack up. Whereas in English, | don't know what it's about, butl'm
more serious when it comestoit. | don't knowifit's because my education has always been in English.
Even when | was in Haiti, | was in an international English school, so | learned English through that,
whereas Haitian Creole was kind of spoken in the household, and it was just part ofthe culture. Andthe
best way | could express myselfifl really needed to say something.

Well, you mentionedthat yourkids are half Russian. Can youtalk about theirupbringing?|
know, they're super young. They'refiveyears old and threeyears old right now. Butcan you talkabouthow
you areraising them, therole of language and therole of the different cultures in their lives?

Joanne Paul: So, they are half Russian and technically Russian, Polish, butmostly Russian.And theyare
fluentin English, they'refluentin Russian. And | do putan effort to make surethat they knowthe language
by simple things of going out of my element of the fresh, friendlyin alot of Eastern European women.And
sometimes it can be hard becausethey are gangster. You'llsmile at them and they'll look at youllike,
uhhmm. But onceyou get to know them, they arethe sweetest. And once they, oh, Russianhas yourback.
They haveyour back for life. But | remember one of my daughter's closest friends, now, theyhad hundreds
of play dates. Now, his nameis Misha. The mother of Misha met me at a mutual friend's birthday party,
and she had just come from Russia, and somehow, shefelt like our energies aligned and she wentout her
way to ask our mutual friend for my number.

And | remember when we had our first play date, she knew notaword of English, and we were just Google
translating, so it becamekind ofthat. But we both putin the effort to get to know each other in whatever
capacity we could. And nowshe's one of my best friends. And we used to do mama play dates together
where thekids would be playingand we would do TikTokdances because that's the onlyway we could
bond. So, | go out my way to do that, and | immerse my kids intodifferent activities and play dates. That
kind of connects them to their Russian roots. Forme, my sideis by default. | have family that areinthe U.S.
So, it's pretty easy to get themto kind of emerge themselves into the Haitian culture. Butfor the Russian
side, lunderstood that that's somethingthat | needed to putin effort forthemto be around, becauseit's
something | also want themto be proud of becausethat's half of them.

So, your kids are growingup Haitian, Russian, American, and Caribbean all at once. How do
you think aboutidentity for yourkids?



Joanne Paul: First and foremost, they're Black children because that's how the world is goingto seethem.
So let me putthat out there. Butapart from that, they also have the Eastern European side ofthem, so |
don't wantto deny that part. So that's whyl also putin alot of effortin there. And one of thereasons why |
chose Curacao as the place thatis our second home, they kind of pride themselves of being multicultural
and multilingual, and they welcome everyone there. Andwhen my kids arethere, | feel likel can have a
sensethat they feel morefree because they can see themselves through wherethey are walking. They can
see somebody that looks like their mom, they can see someone that looks like them, looklike their dad,
and everything in between.Thatisone ofthereasons. Evenin April, | invitedone of my nieces to comefor a
coupleweeks. And she's also mixed race, and she grew up in the north suburbs of Chicago.And she told
me, oh, it'sthefirst timein my life, | think | feel like I'm free and that | don't stand out. Andshe's very tall, so
she's like sometimes | could feel like a zoo animal becausel'm the only Black personin the school, Black
person intheteam, and whatever I'm doing. So, she really appreciated visiting Curacao with us.

What benefits areyou seeing or do you hopethat yourkids will get fromgrowingup across
languages, across cultures? What kind of worldview do you hope will emerge for them as they get older?

Joanne Paul: | feel like languageis very big into understandinga culture when you can speak the language.
| found that just knowingaLatin language has gotten mefar and sense of being able to connect with
somebody. So, | think thatlanguage can be away of them being able to connect to different cultures
wherever they go.

So as a family with so many cultural threads, howdo youthink aboutthe concept of home?
What does that word mean toyou?

Joanne Paul: Homeis...I thinkit's planetEarth. Wherever we are, | don't necessarily view it as afour-
corner house, but | wouldwant my kids toknowthat they feel at home anywhere thatthey are.

I've heard you say that your first choice for raising your kidswould have been Haiti if
circumstances allowed. What emotions come withthat reality?

Joanne Paul: I think hope whenit comes to Haiti, | just have hope that one day things will get better and
oneday they will be able to experience the culture. | could stilltake them up north. | knowin the mediathe
perception isthewhole country isunderfire. But really alot of theviolence and the gang violence is mostly
in Port-au-Prince area. Thedownsidetoitisthat Port-au-Princeis kind of like the hub for everythingthat
moves through the country. So, it's very hardto get to different regions, butthe north is pretty Safe, that is
somewhere. And it has the big citadel there. It's very big historical monument. So, | would love to have
themvisitthere and go to the different beaches, eat thefood straightout fromthe water. So that's on my
bucket list. And I will take them. | probably willwait till they're six or seven just so they can understandit
more. Butto beableto takethemtothe orphanage, that willbe difficult becauseitis in Port-au-Prince. But
| do have hopethat oneday things willget better.

What doesiit feel like to love a place deeply while also feeling unable to safely build your life
there?

Joanne Paul: Frustration. Just because | knowthat there are things that could change to make it better. |
know thatthere are outsideforces, let's justsay that is making sure that Haiti stays in the conditionthat
it'sin. So, | would say frustration.



How did you initially thinkaboutintegrating travel intoyour kids’ lives and then ultimately
think about world schooling? How did that come about? How early did you decide that youwantedto
prioritize that? What was your thinking around theimportance of that as an aspect of your parenting?

Joanne Paul: | moved back to Haiti to build the atelier and it was doing well for awhile. Butdueto the
political violencein Haiti, | kind of had to move back. But even then, | moved to Montreal, Canada for about
ayear andthen I met my kid's father herein the north suburbs. But | never felt like, okay, my footisin the
U.S. Butlthinkthatwhen we moved to Caryacoupleyears ago, within three months of moving there, my
daughter kind of had allittle bit of complex abouther hair and her skin tone. And it really destroyed meas a
Black mother. And | was trying tofind solutions and did my research and | realized that I'm not sureif, if |
would wantthemto goto the public school, at least near where we currently live. And | was looking for
different options. And my daughter was thrivingin homeschooling and | wanted to keep that that way for as
long as|could. Althoughittook meawhileto kind of accept that I'm homeschooling. And | would always
say, oh, when she goes to kindergarten, we'll puther and public schooling. Butthen when | did my
research about world schooling, | was like, oh my gosh, this is possible to actually continue this and have
her learn through places that welove. So, | was very interestedin not only world schooling as just hopping
fromone placeto another, but also place based learning. Immersion ourselves intothe culture, gettingto
know thelocals, getting to know everything about the culture. So, every timewe go to Curacao,wehavea
very bigimmersive experience and they're learning Papiamento. | make sure that they're aroundlocals
there. So, there's alot that | integrated to make this possible.

So, canyou talk about whyyouchose, ofall places, to go to Curacao the veryfirst timeand
whatyou remember as your firstimpressionwhen you stepped off the plane thefirst timein Curacao?

Joanne Paul: Curacao happened by accident, tobe honest.We had goneto the DR theyear prior, and |
enjoy it. We went to atown named Las Terrenas. Thereis another friend of mine who is also Haitian that
livesin Las Terrenas. We visited her. We stayed there for afew weeks, and then we were supposed to go
back to Las Terrenas for about three months. Butaround that time, there was alot of discriminations
against Haitians and there were even Americans being deported accidentally to Haiti during thattime. It
justdidn't align with my views. So, | decided that | would rather go somewhere else because everything
was booked. Thehousingwas booked, even the school. There was atiny worldschoolinghubthat was
there. Webooked everything. We were ready to go.

Andthen last minute, myheart wasn'tthere. So, | was just like, | knowI'm going to lose some money, but
I'mnotgoing. So, | decided to lookthrough differentregions in the Caribbean and that's when | really did
my research of finding out regionsin the Caribbeanthat kind of has unity within multiculturalism and
accepts everyone from wherever youare. And then that's when| stumbled upon Curacao and | was like,
wow, this looks too good to betrue.l need to experience it myself. And then literally within few days, |
book thetickets, book the Airbnb. And we were there for three months and wefell in love with it and we've
been going back ever since.

Why did you fallin love with it? What was so magical about your first experience?

Joanne Paul: Itis very peaceful there and the people arevery welcoming and very eager to share their
culturewith you. Andifyou have any questions and if you need anything, they arevery openand being able
towalkin Curacao and openly hear even Creoles spoken, because there's asmall population of Haitians
thatliveontheisland and alot of them are vendors. And beingableto just walk and beingable to just know
thatI'malso contributingto my people as well, that felt amazing. So, we boughtsome dresses, we bought



somefruits and vegetables from some of the Haitians that we met there. I've asked them questionsabout
their experience in Kras because | understand that I'm also coming from amore privileged place than
them. They're coming there just to work and they in some ways getting abetter life. So, it was good to also
talk to themto get their experience. And they had nothing butpositive things tosay about Curacao.

Canyou talk more about how different languages and cultures are not justtolerated there,
butwoven into daily life?

Joanne Paul: There's this place called a floating market and there's alot of Venezuelan vendorsthat come
every morning withaboat. | don'tknowifthey come every morning, but they at least spend amonth there.
Andthey havetheboatsthere. Theybringthefruits and vegetables fromall over the neighboringislands.
Andwhenyou'rethere, language flow like awave in someways. So, ifyou speak English, they will speak
English toyou.Ifyou wantto switchit to some Spanish, then theywill switchit to Spanish, switchitto
Papiamento. They gotyouDutch. They gotyou. Likel said, | found alot of Haitians there. Don't switch it up.
It's just normal to them.So even the taxidrivers, sometimes | will look at them, I'll say aword in Creole just
whenI'mnotsureandthey'relike, oh.AndI'mlike, yeah.So, language is just woveninto it. So, you can find
somebody there naturally that just speaks fourto five different languages.

Therewas onetimel took my daughterand my son to the playground and there was another child who
came up to her and she started speaking Dutch.And then my daughter looked at her like, | don't
understand you.And she switched it to Papiamento and my daughter stillcouldn't understand. And the
mom was like, wait, | think they're American. And naturally this four-year-old child was able to switchit to
English and was like, oh, what | was tryingto say to you. Do youwantto come on the slide with me?It's
oneof thefew places that | visited that's been ableto do that. So, | loveit and it's safefor thekids. As
someonewho solo travels withmy kids and as a Black woman, it's very importantfor me to feel safe and
for my kids to feel safe. Safe when I'm walking downthe street. And Curacao is one of the few places |
think aroundtheworld whereit can be 9pm and | could just walk alongthe bridge with my kids and goto
thecarnival and watch the parades and walk back home and not feel that I'm going tobe discriminated
against or being attacked.

So, foryourkids in particular, in terms of the experience for them and in Curacao, what
aspects of being there have made them feel seen?

Joanne Paul: When it comes to multicultural, you'llsee just different people there and different mixes of
people. You'll see amix kid that has curly but it's super blonde. And you're like, what's goingon there? And
thenyou seethegrandmaandyou'relike, okay, | getit. You get differentlevels of mix and everybody
coming from adifferent culture and everybodyis integrating and welcomingand fusing together. | think for
themto see that, it gives them alot of confidence. My daughter does judo. Whenever we go to Curacao
and when we go to a classroom, every single child looks different. And |l think that that's beautiful. And
they're super sweet to each other. And I'm like, wow, that's amazing. No oneis creating cliques witheach
other.

Well, | want to talk to you about youramazing place-based learning project for world
schooling and homeschooling families called Ileo. And before we dive into what that project is about, can
you just sharealittle bit about your professional background? | know you've workedin education in the
Chicagoland area. | know you've worked in the modelingindustry. Can you justshare allittle bit about your
professional journey and whatled you to decide that you wanted to be the founderand CEO of aproject
likethis?
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Joanne Paul: Well, | feel like | describe my life as an abstract puzzle. Nothinglooks like it should fit. But
onceyou put everythingtogether, there's a clear, beautiful picture that comes outofit. All of the skills that
I'velearned throughouttheyears has helped meto build Ileoand to be at the place that I'm at right now.
But my firstintroduction to everythingwas in fashion modeling. | started modelingas ateen and then
duringthemodeling, | also ended up finding ajob at the high schoolthat | graduated from. | was doing
research on children with autism and | was just visiting the schooland | asked ifthere's any way, | can
volunteer to learnmore aboutthesekids. Andthen they were like, well, we don'tdo that, butwedo havea
position openifyou're brave enoughto come and do an interview. And | was like, okay, I'm goingto come.

Andlgotit. AndIwas aTAforthreeyears and it was the most rewarding job I've had so far. And it helped
me to really meet kids where they are when it comes to learning. Andl thinknow that I'm homeschooling
my kids and they're learning differently, that has comein handy when it comes to that. After beingin
Holland Park High School, | ended up goingback to Haiti. And | really wantedto bein Haitito learn about
my culture, reeducate myselfon alot. Andl felt like the best way to do itis to go back home. And | did that.
And whilelwas there, | built an atelier with some amazing seamstress sewers and fashion designers
down in Haiti. And we built amanufacturing company there. And our goalwas to build sustainable jobs for
these people. It's technically still open, butit's onlyopen to the locals. So notintemationally, but
internationally, we'vejust done apauseon it until things get better in the country and then we'll startover.

The main people who work withme are mostly in the U.S. tryingto get abetter life, but I'm stillin
communication withall of them. Some ofthem are my best friends. Then motherhood happened. And |
think that that's when all of these skills, the abstract puzzle, started coming together. And | kind of used all
of that to build Ileo. And so, | started homeschooling mykids and not knowingthat | was kind of part ofthe
world schooling niche. And I fell in love with Curacao and bringingthem back over and overagain. Andl've
met families while | was there doing the samething. Andthen | started hearingthe buzzword aboutworld
schooling. When | did more research onit, | realized, oh, | think that is kind of what I'm doing. Although
mineis morelike a place-based learning, kind ofimmersing myselfinto the culture for alittle bit longer
period of time. But itisthe same thing.

And through that the idea of ELO came because that's somethingl did not see happening in Curacao or
ArubaorBonaire. So, | said, let me take the chance and try to build somethinghere. The partnersthat I've
had so far, they've been amazing and responding. So, all of my partners are local. We partner withtwo of
the biggest management companies when it comes to housing ontheisland to ensurethatthe people
when they comeforthe cohorts, that they are comfortable, safe. And we partner withlocal co working
spotsontheisland aswell. And then| have a partner with the Children Museum thatdoes the educational
part ofit aswell as locals who will take the kids into theimmersive field trip experience, goingto the
ostrich farm and learning aboutthe African ostriches that are on theisland. And the kids will get to even
eat an ostrich eggifthey like. So, I've worked really hard on thisin ashortperiod of time, but I'mvery
grateful to the locals in Curacao that make it happen because | kind ofhad theideaand | put it together
really intwo monthsit all cametogether and finalized all the partnershipsand all ofthat. Andhereweare
in March, wedid our first trial and it went very well. We had people who came from Canada, Venezuela
participated in it. And our official cohort willstartin thefall.

Well, I think it is first of all absolutely brillianthow you have been so strategic and thoughtful
about integrating your passions for travel and business and motherhood and family lifeinto thisproject.
I'm wondering if you can start from the very basics and just explain what |leo means, what thatword
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means. And then ifyou can explain, | know you've now done alot ofresearch into the world schooling
space and all that. What makes this particular project so unique?

Joanne Paul: Theword Ileo, /lemeansisland and ois for our global families that aregoingto cometo the
island. And so Ileo, thereyou go.And | think that for us, we create afull ecosystem for families who are
visiting Curacao. Andour goal is for people to experience Curacao and its entirety. And that's why | really
put an emphasis that | partner withlocals to make that happen. Andwe provide housing, co-working
space, community. | thinkthe difference wouldbethat | am aiming to not have alot ofthe families bein
justthecohortbubble, butto integrate theminto the local scene. Andifthere's aworkshop, | will make
surethatit'saworkshop thatalsoinvolves some ofthelocals that live there.Becauseifyou're going to
experiencethe country and culture, that's the best way to experienceit in its entirety. Notjustinabubble,
but also throughthe people whoareliving there.

How did you thinkaboutbuilding something that thatcontributes to aplace rather than
extracting fromit?

Joanne Paul: Having come from afamily that was humanitarians thatwere givingback to community, my
aim is alwaysto give back to the people from that region.

Okay, so let's talk about exactly what the offer and the experienceis. Who is this for and
then how long isit for and what is the day-to-day experience like, like what exactlyis the offer?

Joanne Paul: Thisisfor homeschooling parents, world schooling parents, place-based learning parents
that wantto cometo Curacao to emerge themselvesinto the culture. Andlike |l said, we providethe
housing, the community access, the co-working space and all of thatin there, but also the educationwith
the partnership of the Children Museum. Andthey do themerelated projects thatis also based off ofthe
island as well. So, the families get all of that in the curriculum. But our first cohortwill bein the fall. We will
have a fall cohort, we have awinter spring, and we will have acouple camps duringthe summer, in July
and August and from December 2nd to January 2nd. That is our most flexible time where we welcome
peopleto comein if you want to experienceit for aweek to see if |leo is for you or not. A week, two weeks,
three weeks, four weeks, however longyou wantto stay, that's the besttimeto come. Ifyou just wantto
dipyourfeetinto Ileo and see how the water feels, you can do that. Butmost of our cohortsarefroma
month to three months. So, youhave achoice of staying for 30 days, 60 days or 90 days.

So, tell me about thefirst trial cohortthat already happened. Who pulled up and what was it
like? How did it go?

Joanne Paul: It was somethingthat we came up togetherwith the Children Museum. It was very quick, so |
wasn't even sureif we were going to have anybodythatparticipatedin it as much as we did. But within two
weeks we had a family who came from Canada, onefrom Venezuelaand onefrom Mexico. And I'lljust
count myselfin there because my kids enjoyed it. So, Haiti, shout outto Haiti. It was agreat day for the
kids because we usually started the day with free play to just get the kids to feel comfortable. And at the
children museums, they have several rooms thatis very interactive and it mirrorstheisland. So, | thinkin
thebeginning ofthe conversation | mentioned the floating market. They literally have aroom that mirrors
thefloating market. Andthe kids can go with the carts and putthe fruits and vegetables onaboat there.
Andwedo STEM a lot of engineering. Andthat day ourteam was rangers and they gotto make some
badges and go treasure hunting for whateverthey can find in nature. And one kid found aleafthat isthe
shape of heart. And it was great to see the kids’ kind of teaming up together. And we're excited for any little
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thing thatthe other one foundand they were cheeringfor each other and it was just ahappy day. And we
got wonderfulfeedback from that. And youguys can check it out on our social media.

Well, it sounds amazing if folks are listening to this right now and they're thinking this
sounds like something for them that theywould love to participate in. Can you share the details about the
upcoming cohort, what the dates arefor thefall 0f 2026, and also ifit's possible for Maverick Show
listenersto get aspecial discount?

Joanne Paul: Yes. So, our first cohortwill bein thefall. It startsSeptember 1 but you can arrive starting
thelast week of Augustifyou like, from September 1st to December 2nd. And you have the option of
staying for 30 days, 60 days or the full 90 days ifyou like. The Maverick Show listeners willget a $250
registration fee waiver per family when you book withus from any of our cohorts between 2026 and 2027.
Andthatincludes ourfall, winter, spring, December, and even our camps. Andallyouneed to dois just
mention itwhen you book aconsultation withus. The codeis MAVERICKPODCAST. That's it.

Amazing. We appreciate that. We'regoing to link all of that up in the shownotes, folks, so
you can just go to themaverickshow.com. Go to the shownotes for this episode. We're goingto have the
direct link whereyou can see all the details about the upcoming cohorts as well as your special link to get
the $250 fee waiver for your family.

Joanne, lwantto askyoujust now about acouplereflections. When youthink aboutwhatyou're building
here and what you're creating, whatpart of your parents’ legacy do you recognize in yourself throughlleo?

Joanne Paul: I think for me it would be always being about community. Thatis the big one. And also getting
thelocalsto beinvolved becausethat is their country, thatis their culture, and they need to benefit from
this aswell.

And how doyou thinkthat that travel and moving across different cultures affects your
children's sense ofbelongingand culture and identity?

Joanne Paul: I think it affects them in a positive way because since | was pregnant with them, I've been
flying with them. So, they're pros right now. And| always make this joke. | feel like they behave better when
we'retraveling orwhen we're out thanwhen they'rein the house. So usually for most parentsit's the
opposite, but for meit's when we're out and abouttravelingand exploring. They're just superexcited to be
ontheplane. They're super excited to land, no matter whattime it is. And wherever we are, they feel very
comfortable. And they jump in to integrating with the culture rightaway.

And as they continueto grow upand get older, what values do youhope thatthis lifestyle
instillsinto them?

Joanne Paul: That thisworldis for themto explore and they belong wherever they go. And as longas they
are respectful tothe culture and do extensive work within them to give back to the culture thatthey're
learning from, takingthe timeto learn abouteach place and getting to know notonlythe culture, but the
peoplethat makeup that place, | think that they will befine.

Well, | think that is actually the perfect place to end the main portion ofthis interview. And
atthis point, Joanne, areyou readyto movein to 7The Lightning Round?
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Joanne Paul: Ooh, | amready. Let's do this.
Let'sdoit. Allright, what is one bookthat you wouldrecommendthat people should read?

Joanne Paul: | think that it wouldbe The Color of Emotional Intelligence by Farah Harris. | believe that
she's Haitian born. Her book is amazing. Itis groundbreaking and it talks about background of identity and
influence of our emotional intelligence, howit shapes our relationship with others.So that wouldbe the
book I would recommend. It'sagood read.

Andwhoisoneperson currently alivetodaythatyou've never met thatyou'dmost loveto
havedinnerwith? Justyouand thatpersonfor an evening of dinner and conversation?

Joanne Paul: Lauryn Hill.
That's an amazing pick.

Joanne Paul: Lauryn Hill, for sure. Her lyrics as a Black Womanhas gotten me through so much, and |
would loveto have aconversation toseewho sheis and as well as dig into her brain, how do youthink that
way?You'rejust agenius. And I know wetalk alot abouther album Miseducation of Lauryn Hill, but even
though it did notget goodreviews at that time, whenit came out, the Unplugalbum thatshedid, | think
with VH1, that albumrighttherereallywas amazing. | thinkit was just before its time, but | thinkif you go
back to listen to it, you will say thiswomanis agenius. And if| get the chance to just be able to sit with her
and talkto her, | think I would just be alistener.

That would be an amazing dinner. | love thatpick. All right, if you could gobackin time,
knowing everythingyou knownow, and give one piece of advice to your 18-year-old self. What would you
say to 18-year-old Joanne?

Joanne Paul: | feel like if you asked methat question afew years ago, | would have had abunch of
answers for you. But | think my favorite quote by Sidney Poitier, it says, / would not change anything
because one change would alter anythingthat follows. With that said, | would justsay, well done with
whatyou had. You did an amazing job with whatyou had.| have no advice for her.

Allright, ofall the places in the world that youhave now traveled, what arethree ofyour
favorite destinationsin you would most recommend other people should definitely check out?

Joanne Paul: | think that Montreal, Canada, | really like the scene just becauseit is very diverse and in the
West, I think it's one of those places whereyou can see that peoplereally integrate with each other and
they arevery welcoming for the most part. Andyoucan walk down the street and there's different
restaurants from different regions of theworld. And | have afew nieces and nephews there and a lot of
their friends, when they become best friends withthem and vice versa, they learnthe Creole language. |
likethat vibe. So, | like any country that does allittle bit of multilingual withinit. So, | would say Montreal is
one, of course, Curacao. And | knowrightnow Haiti as awholeis not the best to go to, especially in
Portuguese. But Cap-Haitien is open for anyone whowant to try it. There are still some amazing historical
sitesdown there. | will try tomake it out there this year if| can. So that's my recommendation.

Allright, and whatareyour top three bucket list destinations? Places you have notyet been
highest on yourlist you'd mostloveto go?
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Joanne Paul: | think Haiti, outside of Africais an extension of Africa. We hold alot of the culture of African
culture. Rather, ifit'sin ourvoodoo, whatifit's in the way we dance? We have a Racine type ofdance that
stems from Africa. And wereally pride ourselves and have alot of black pridein that sense. And because
of that, | need to make it out to the continent of Africa. And a lot of my best friends arefrom the continent
of Africa, so thatis bigin my bucket list. But mainlyin Senegal, for sure. | need to make it there. And Ghana
for sure. And Nigeria, even Benin and Togo. | wouldloveto visitthose places. I'm adding more, but yeah.

Allright, we'llgiveyou five.
Joanne Paul: Yeah.

Well, asyou know, becauseyou and | have talked about this, the West Africaregion has a
super special place in my heart. | havereturned many times and spentover amonthin Ghana. I've been
therea coupletimes. I've spent amonth in Nigeria. I've been back to Senegal three times and spent about
three months.

Joanne Paul: | know yousaid that youwent to Dakar.

It's one of my all-time favorite cities. Asyou know, there's awhole bunch of Haitians in
Dakar and I'vehung out withthem and it's just asuper special and amazing and wonderful place. Andso, |
know you'regoing to loveit at least as much as you imagineyou're goingto loveit. So let me know when
you'reready to plan that tripand happyto give yousometips on that. | also know, speaking of the
continent, thatyouare abig fan of Afro beats. You and | have bonded over thatas well. So, for the next
lightninground question, | wantto ask you to nameyour top five Afrobeat artists.

Joanne Paul: Ayra Starr for sure. She's amazing. Tems. | have Tems on replay. Her voiceis, | don't know,
it'sfrom another world. | love everymusic that she creates. And BurnBoy, | really enjoy BurnaBoy.And
Davido to mewas one of the original artists that introduced me to Afro beats, hisfirst Single. Andthen Mr.
Eazi.

Amazing. Allright, Joanne, we are going to close thisout by asking youto nameyour Top 5
Hip-hop emcees of all time. | love that little prelude that youjust gave that beautiful ode to Miss Lauryn
Hill. I thought thatwas an excellent lead in to this conversation. Nowbefore you nameyour five though,
can you share alittle bit more about what hip-hop music has meant to youand whyyou love hip-hop?

Joanne Paul: Asyou can tell by the conversationwe have, | love art, | love music, | love any form of
expression. So, the hip-hop is one ofthe most expressive genres of music thatyoucan listen to and its
impactintheworld isunmatched.

Allright, last question. Whoareyour topfive?

Joanne Paul: Of course, Lauryn Hill and | gravitate towards emcees that are lyricists and have a bit of
poetry in there. So, | wouldsay it wouldbe also the Fugees, Wyclef Jean as well. Theirimpact
internationally as agroup was just amazing.| remember being 8 years old and | was in Haitiand they
actually visited Haiti and did a concert in Haiti. | remember the room. I'm still looking for thattape because
it'siconic. [t was a roomfull of 20 of my cousins and my brotherswhen they came to Haiti and it was black
and white screen and we were all dancing and it was just a different vibe in the island when they came.



And Wyclef has meant so much to the Haitian population. So big ups to him and the Fugees. And then the
next onewould be Nas for sure. One of his albums | really love thatimpacted methe mostis theonethat
he did collaborationwithone ofthe Marleys. | believe it was Damian Marley. That album, it was on repeat
forawholeyear. | lovehistory, | love poetry. And it had all ofitin one. So, ifyou guys haven'tlistened toit,
go listen toit. You will not regret it. Andthen rightnow, currently, | would say, of course, Kendrick Lamar 70
Pimp A Butterflythat to when I'm workingout, I listen toall thetime and | will give one that is not American.
| believe they're from Montreal, Canada and | thinkthe Fugees influenced them alot. | think they're
descendants of Haitian as well. So, they have alittle bit of Creolein it. Butit's called Muzion and they're
from Montreal. Their musicis amazing. It would be great to check it out.

Amazing picks. I finally got to see Wyclef perform live aboutfour years ago.And justlike you,
| can remember when the score dropped. | literally remember when the carnival droppedand | just
listened to that album just over and over and over and over again.

Joanne Paul: Masterpiece.

I have been such a fan and I finally got to see him perform live four years ago anditwasin a
bit of a smaller venue, so you get really close, and so, it was really special. But | love those picks. We're
goingto link everything upthat we have discussed in the shownotes. It's all going tobein one place, but let
folks know how they can find you, how they can followyou onsocial media, how they can learn more
about [leo. How do youwantpeople to comeinto yourworld?

Joanne Paul: Okay, so /leo.life. You can go on ourwebsite. That's whereyou'llget more concrete
information aboutus. It has all the information about howwe learn how we live and our community and it
has all that information up there. Butifyou would like to check us out on social media as well. We are on
Instagram. Youcould check us out@/eo.lifeas well.

Amazing. It's allgoingto bein oneplace, folks. You canjust go to themaverickshow.com, go
totheshow notes. Forthis episode we're goingto have direct links to everythingwe have discussed,
including all ofthe musical artists thatwe have mentioned. So, youcan go listen to them all. All of the
ways to find, follow and connectwith Joanne, as well as your discount code how you can get your $250
registration fee waived. If you and your family wouldlike to try acohortin Curacao, which sounds amazing,
all of itis going to belinked up in the show notes. Joanne, thankyou so muchfor coming onthe show. This
was such a special conversation.

Joanne Paul: Thank you so muchfor havingme. | know it happened so quickly, butl'm glad it did.

Absolutely. And I'm excited to hangouttogether somewhere aroundthe world. Maybein
Senegal, maybein Ghana.

Joanne Paul: Yeah, you should cometo actually Curacao during winter, the carnival season.That's the
besttimeto be there. | will for sure bethereduring thattime. That's the best timeto really experience
Curacao as a whole. But likeyou said, if not then maybe Senegal or something.

I havenotyet been to Curacao solwould loveto go. And ifyou'regoing to bethere and
that'sthetimeto go, that actually soundslike a pretty amazing offer. So, let's definitely bein touchand
maybewe will link up there. Butthis was such an amazing conversation. | appreciateyoucoming onthe
show and good night, everybody.
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