My guest today is Nicole Green. She is a digital nomad, traveling pet sitter, cat lover and
activist who has spent the past three years traveling full-time around the world through pet sitting. What
started as a way to afford travel turned into alifestyle built around her love of cats and adventure thathas
provided her free accommodations aroundthe world and taken her from penthouse apartmentsin
Montreal to mountain homes in the Alps. And she has likely saved $100,000 on accommodations over the
lastthreeyears. Sheis the creator behind Traveling Catsitter, where she shares her unconventional cat
filled travels and helps others travel more affordably by pet sitting. Sheis also the creator of Nomadic
Activist, which shows digital nomads howto blendtravel and civic engagement. She used her location
independenceto travel across swingstatesin the U.S. helping tomobilize votersin the lead up to the 2024
election and to work on progressive campaigns for candidates on the ground ranging fromCoriBushin St.
Louisto Zoran Mamdaniin New York City.

Nicole, welcometo the show.
Nicole Green: Oh my gosh. Thankyouso much for having me. I'm excited tobe here.

| am so excited to haveyou here and | am super excited thatwe are doing this interview in
person in Asheville, North Carolina, which actually has some significance for youin your cat sittingjourney.
You are here doing acat sit, but can you share alittle bit why this is afull circle moment for you and what
the significance of Ashevilleis foryou?

Nicole Green:It's funny. So, I'm here cat sittingin Asheville, but my firstsit ever becausel've been doing
this for probably overfour years. Myfirst sit ever was also in Asheville, North Carolina. We are really just
bringing it all back full circle and I'm excited to be back.

It'samazing to haveyou here. Youand | have been in touch for abouttwoyears, | feel like
pretty regularly because when you were working onthese campaigns for Cori Bush, for Zohran, | was
texting with you in some cases on a pretty regular basis. It's been really amazing to followyour journey and
see all of thethings that you've done. Andl've been wanting to have this conversationfor awhileand |
figured why notin person in Asheville? And howaboutoverabottle of wine? We'vejust opened abottle of
Rosé. So, we'regoing tobe drinkingthrough that. Butfor people that may notbe familiar with the concept
of cat sitting and pet sittingand what that'sall about, youhave done some of the most epic cat sits that |
have ever seen in somereally extraordinary places thatwould otherwise be very expensive to stay. And I'm
wondering ifyou could justshare some of the highlightreel of some ofthe most over thetopamazing
placesthatyou've been ableto stay for free becauseyou're pet sitting.

Nicole Green: There's alot of great stuff. So, onein particularwas | did apet sit on Lake Genevain
Switzerland. The house was essentially overlookingthe lake. And thenyouhad theview of the French Alps
in the back. It was a pinch me moment. That was my first crazy amazing sit. And| sat thereoveramonthin
July. That wasreally great. | also did asitin apenthouse in Montreal watchinga cat. | also spent Christmas
and New Year's in New York City. | did asitin the Caribbean in the country of Grenada that was also really
incredible. I had placelike apool overlookingthe ocean. | also did afive-bedroom house in Aspen, which
God knows how muchthatwould have costed otherwise.

Well, some ofthe skidestinations you mentioned Aspen, which is normally avery expensive
place to go. You also weren't youin the French Alpsand didn't you skichimneywhile you were doing a cat
sit?
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Nicole Green: Actually, | was watching two cats and adog and we were in Chamonix and this beautiful
chalet. Itwasincredible.

That is so amazing because you and | both grewup in the northeastern part of the United
States and we both learned to skiin places like Buffalo, New York and Pennsylvania. And | feel like when
you start all of asudden, then for thefirst time goingout to Colorado, let alone, going to the Alps. Forme,
anyways, thatwas anight and day, mind blowing experience.| knowyou've also been to Hokkaidoin Japan,
skiing out there, and some of the most amazing ski spots in the world. What for you is a particular moment
on any ofthese skitrips that still sticks withyou, that stands outin your mind whereyou're justskiing,
you'relike, | can't even believe this.

Nicole Green: One moment that sticks out was | was skiing in Verbier and it was just these insane views of
the Swiss Alps. And | remember the clouds came up to apoint whereit looked like we were on top of the
world. Allthe clouds arebelowyouandyou're like, is this heaven? So that was definitely amoment that
really sticks outto me.

Well, let's rewind the tape allittle bit to give people some context on how you got to this
pointinyour lifewhereyou're doing all of these amazing things and usually not paying forany
accommodations at all. Can youtalk about whereyougrew up in Pennsylvania? And as you were growing
up, how did yourinitialinterestin travel start todevelop?

Nicole Green: | grew up in good old Pennsylvania, outside of Philadelphia, in a city called Reading. Grew
up there, born and raised. We didn't really travel much growingup, unlike alot of people who've basically
traveled theworld. As achild, every summerwe wouldgo to the Jersey Shore. Nowevery six years, we
would go on abigger trip. So, | remember when | was six, we went to Mexico, and then afew years later, we
did a cruiseto the Caribbean. And then when| graduated high school, wewent to Puta Cana. Butit was
never really any culturalorimmersion. So, | always kind of really wanted travel. And | think because | didn't
gettoo much ofthatinternational travel experience, | was kind of yearning for it. Really wanted to do more
travel. When | was looking to goto colleges, universities, | didn't really know what | wanted to study or one
up. l knew | wanted to study abroad, so that was like a big thing.

So wheredid you decide to study abroad and whatwas that experience like for you?

Nicole Green: | decided to study abroadin Gold Coast, Australia. It's out of sight of Brisbane. That was
backin fall of2019, so got really luckywiththe whole pre-Covid thing. It wasn't necessarily like | wanted to
go to Australia. | just wanted to go somewhere | wouldnever be able to go to ever in my life. When youthink
of growingup, you'llget what, aweek vacation as an American? That's aweek or two. Can't take aweek
tripto Australiaor somewherein Asia. So, | was like, let's go to Australia. It was an interestingtime. |
accidentally became a D1 water polo player.

What? Wait, tell me this story. I've notheard this. Howdid that happen?

Nicole Green: Essentially, this study abroad program was transferring as astudentat this otheruniversity
called Bonn for asemester. So, | started following Bon University on Instagram. By the way, for context, |
wouldn'tconsider myself an athletic person. | rememberthey posted something, hey, we need afemale
water polo goalie needed for this fall for something. Andl was like, if they really need one. So, | did briefly
play water polo in high school. They just started ateam and | joined. It was kind of ajoke. Honestly, | wasn't
good and | was agoalie. So, you know what, maybe this sounds like agood way to meet Australians and



notendupinabubblefull of Americans. So,| emailed them, ifyou really need awater polo, golate. | can
doit. I never said | was good. And so, | ended up playing for them and | was bad and they were bad. So, it
was kind of a joke.

| can remember when | studied abroad in college, | went tolreland and lived therein Dublin
and went to Trinity College for theyear. And just living outside the countryon my own at that agewasjusta
complete game changer for me. What was that Australia experience like for you? And were there moments
of that trip that were particularhighlightsthat impactedyou?

Nicole Green:| would say Australiaas awholedidn'timpact me, but when | decided to take asolo trip to
Vietnam, that was really agame changer in my life.

What happened in Vietham? What was it like?

Nicole Green: So, | went to Viethamon asolo trip and like, before | went,I'd neverbeen on asolo trip
before. I'm going to goto Vietnam. | wantedto go to Asiaand | wanted todo asoul trip.So, | did it all at
once. Andwhen | told people, they were like, oh my God, you're goingto die. That's so dangerous. You're
going to get kidnapped, all these things. Andl was like, no, | did theresearch. It's a pretty safe country. But
of course, youknow, Americans are still stuckin this, still think about the Vietnam War and stuff. Oh my
God, that happened decades ago. We're past that. But | go there and it was just one ofthosereallymind
blowing. | love the country so much; I love thefood. Butnot even justthat, butit was the people | met,
everything | learned whilethere and | learned about myselfas atraveler. Andyoualways hear like, oh,
aren'tyou lonelywhen you solo travel? Honestly, thatwas least lonely. | felt thatentire semester was being
there and like meeting all these people asyou dowhen yousolotravel, it's easier to meet people.

Sowherewereyou in Vietnam? Andwhen you were meetingthese people, do you
remember a particular conversation orinteraction with one ofthese folksthat really impacted you?

Nicole Green: | planned everything outaboutthis trip.| started in Hanoi, | went to HaLong Bay,wentup to
Sa Pa, just northernVietnam, and then | wentdownto Saigon. | remember goingthere, like a little nervous,
and | was meeting all these people who were like, oh, you're only here for aweek. They were like, oh, we're
here backpacking SoutheastAsiafor like two months. I've been spendingmonths out in Southeast Asia.
Oh, I'm spending amonth in Vietnam. And | was like, wait,you can do that? | didn'tthinkthatwas even a
thing. Itwas such amind-blowingrealizingthere are people who take these gap years thatjust go travel.
And | was like, wait, | didn't know you could do that. | wantto do that. Butthen | also kind of fellinto this,
well, how am | going to do that? Becausel'm goingto be drowning in studentloan debt oncel graduate
college. IfI'm lucky, might get two weeks’vacation. Andthat's kind of where | started looking up things
about digital nomadismand stuff.

So, let's talk aboutthat transition and whatultimately the unlock was for you, because you
all of a sudden realized, wait, there's people that just slow travel the world longterm. That would be really
amazing to do. But then of course there's the questionthateveryone has, which is, howwould | go about
making that areality for myself? So, whenyouwerein that conundrum, tryingto figure it out, onceyou got
back to the U.S. how did youproceed from there and what ultimately was the unlock?

Nicole Green: It was my junior year of college when | went to Australia. So, when | came back, | was, well,
how can | dothis? And | started lookingup things. | was like, should | take a college gap year and maybe go?
But then soon after Covidhappened, youknow, | came back from Australia. [twas pretty soon after, so we



were all hunkered down. | was at risk, so | didn'tdo anything. Like, there was no travel. There's alot of time
to plan for travel. Howcan |, like, do this once Covid's passed and stuff? And of course, I'min my senior
year and applying to jobs and gettingjobs. And then| was like, oh,well, if| get a remote job, workingremote
became a thing during COVID Oh my gosh. Well,let me get aremotejob and then that will be what helps
unlockit. So, | was lucky enoughto landaremotejob after graduating. Andwith that remote job, it was still
Covid when I first started workingthere. Butthen after alittle bit, | was like, well, how can | do thisonce
Covid's over?1'm payingrent where I'm staying. How do | also do thatand pay wherever I'm goingto stay?
Becausethat's still goingto be expensive and | stillhave studentloan debt. Andthen oneday | came
across pet sitting.

Okay, and then what was the move that then gotyouthe veryfirst pet sit in Asheville? How
didyou go about applyingfor it, landing it, and what was thatfirst pet sit like?

Nicole Green: At thetime, | was living in eastern North Carolinaand | was just looking for sits anywherein
North Carolina, anything | coulddo.And so, the way it works is this app is called TrustedHousesitters. It's
like Airbnb but for house sitting and pet sitting. Soyougo on the app, youcan look at listingsand apply to
theonesyou'reinterested in. | came across this Asheville one. | applied toit. | applied toabunch of other
onesand | got that one. Andthey were also new to the app. So thatkind of helped, | guess, land, because
it's always hard gettingthefirst sit because youhave no reviews and stuff, becauseit's areview-based
system. So, | got there, | thinkit was two dogsand a cat. It was nice. It was agood little experience wherel
gotto bring my remotejob overthere.

So, you startdoingthis in North Carolina, the same state that you were based in. What
ultimately led youto think about, oh, this couldbe my ticket to traveling the world.

Nicole Green: Honestly, when I first discovered it, | was like, oh, well, once | get some sits under my belt, |
get some experience and reviews. | could go abroad. Butit's hard in the beginning to get sitsabroad or far
away when you'renotthere.Oncel get enough sits, I'llstart doing that. And what kind of propelled traveling
fulltimethen was? Well, so | was living with my partner at the time. Thingsweren'tworking out. So, when |
left, | was like, you knowwhat, let's just see how manypets sits | can do. Let's see how longl can travel
withit. And we still are.

Andyou justkept going. So, let's go from the very beginning of your international pet sitting
journey, I thinkyoutold methat when you started out, youwereinitially tryingto literally plan out
consecutive pet sits aroundthe world for the entire year so you could justmove throughthe world for a
year paying no rent. Isthatright?

Nicole Green: Yeah.
And how did thatgo your firstyear?

Nicole Green: It was great. | ended up bookingmy entireyear out. It'skindof crazy. And | don'tdo that
anymore becausethat's alot. Essentially my entireyear was just, all right, these are allthe setsyou're
going and you can't really back out ofthem. So now|'m more on like amonth or twoout. I'lllookfor sits
like, cuzl don't want to block myselfin too muchwithouthaving any wiggle roomtodo things like, let's say
like someone has a wedding or things that pop up. So, I'm more flexible and kinder of last minute, | guess,
now that I've gone through the ropes oftravelingand stuff.



Okay, so let'stalk aboutthe actual logistics of doingthis. If someoneis listeningto thisright
now and they're like, that sounds amazing. | would love to travel the world, pay for no accommodations
and stay in bonkers epic places theentireyear. Allovertheworld and | get to pick where | want to go. So,
what arethe actual tactics of how this platform works and your recommendations for beginnersthat may
havenever doneapetsit before? They're new to the platform. How does it work and whattips do you have
for people starting out?

Nicole Green: It's like Airbnb butfor pet sitting. So, you also make a profile and then people who also have
pets list their sits where they need pet sitters. They also create a profile where theyhave pictures oftheir
house, their kitchen, their pets. Basically, it becomes your resume. Whatis your experience with animals,
your travelexperience? That'sl thinksomethingalot of people miss. They don'tput their travel experience
intheir bio. But I think that isimportant, especially when youwantto do international sits. Youwant to
show thatyoucan travel and you're not goingto be dealing withhowdo | do thewash or where'sthe dryer
whenyou'rein Europe, becauseit's notathing. So,youmake a profile and you startapplyingasit. So, you
send a little application.Send it as long or as short as you want. | usually send like a little three paragraphs
of hey, I'minterested in your sit.| makeit personalized. That's abig tip | have. You can't send ageneric
templateto every sit becausethey're like,youdidn'tread my listingkind ofthing.

So, | always make sureit's personalized.|'m like, hey, yourcat looked really cute in that one photo. You
know, like, oh,I'm happyto do thisspecific responsibility orinstruction they had, you know, so make it
really personable. Andyouusually have like avideo call with them before you decide, which | always
recommend doing thatbecausel think ifyou don't,there's probably somered flags and things they don't
wantto talk about. Because not every sit is perfect. You know,yougot tomake sureyouvet the
homeowners. You do. Andthen as ahomeowner, they should be vettingthe sitters, youknow, stayingin the
house, of course.

Allright, so you talked about some completely over the top, epic cat sitsthatyouhavedone
for peoplethat arethinking, howwouldl potentially landacat sitin a ski chaletin the French Alps, A
penthousein Montreal, one ofthesereally over thetopplaces. What are some of the advanced tips that
you might have? Because | assumethat those are very competitive and alot of people are trying to land
those. You have successfully landed alot of them. So, what are some of the advanced tips for how
someone could have agood shotat landingsome of the more competitive, amazing pet set opportunities?

Nicole Green: One ofthe biggest pieces of advice, especially when people get started, | always tell them,
start local, start small.Becauseif you start applying to those mansions in Europe and stuff with no
reviews, you're not goingto getit. So, you should reallyfocus ondoingthe smaller sits whereveryoulivein
your city orregionor places. Maybe less people apply because you're going toneed to build upyour
reviews. So that is somethingl always say, like, do that firstand then onceyou have afew reviews under
your belt, startdoingthe bigger sits or the places and farther. You know, ifyou're in the U.S. like somewhere
in Europe.

So, making sureyou have goodreviews and you make sureyouare agood review pet sitter and making sure
you personalize thatapplication. | don't talkaboutthis as much, butthey changed the system.Whereit
usedto be everyonewould apply, as many people could applyto sit, butnowThey've limitedit to five
people, so only five applications can go.And so alot ofitis get your application as soon asyoucan. I've
gotten rejected from Sits because they were like, oh, we just went with thefirst person. Okay, that's crazy.



So sometimes just being quick and checking the app, having saved sits thatyouwantto do, soit'llgiveyou
a notification when they putup listings. Like, that's kind of a big thing.

And for peoplethat are serious about learningmore aboutthis and going deeper, |
understandyouhave afree pet sitting guide that you have put together. How can peopleget ahold ofthat?

Nicole Green: | haveit on my Instagram. You can check it out. You just sighup and I'll sendyouaguide. It's
essentially just pet sitting, one on one. Like how TrustedHousesitters works, creatingyour profile and
applying this stuff.

Well, in addition to yourcat sittingfor the free accommodations, you are also a cat situation
lover andyou travel tohave cat experiences outside of the pet sitting that you are doing, I think the first one
that I want to askyou aboutis thetree housein northernThailandthatyoustayed in thatwas also acat
sanctuary. What was that like?

Nicole Green: | was doing aThailand trip and | was lookingfor acat thing and | came across this Airbnb,
this beautiful bamboo treehouse, and that was essentially justin a big jungle cat sanctuary. Like 60 cats.
It's like abig thing, like enclosed. They justroamed around and they could come cuddle with you and stuff.
I[twasjust thisincredible, beautiful thing. | was like, oh, my God, I'm staying in this beautiful place and
there's cats. Why doesn't more people knowaboutthis? So, | posted about it and people were like, oh, my
God, thisis amazing. And | was like, | know, right? It's incredible.

And that started your Traveling Catsitterbrand. Can youtalkabouthow you realized that that
was then going to be something thatpeople wereinterested in.

Nicole Green: For avery long timel've been postingaboutmy cat sittingadventures traveling digital
nomad. And for liketwoyears, it didn't gain any traction. | was just kind of posting my pet sits and stuffand
then | tweaked it because | was basically doing just cat sits. Instead of talking about pet sitting, I'm
basically only doingcats. Let's justchange the wording abit to being like,yeah, I'm the cat sitter. Like,
change my profile name and everything. And thatis kind of when it blew up. There was always the advice of
nichedown ifyou want to be successful on social media.

And itis unfortunatelytrue, becausel knowalot of people don't wantto niche downand stuff, but it
worked and it's very stilltrue to myself. | love cats and I'm cat sitting and thenI'm also trying tofind all
these cat travel things. So, everyone's justreally loving when | postthings about Turkey in Istanbul, which |
really love. Just a placefull cats or like this cat sanctuary, Bambootreehouse, Airbnb. People also love
that. You know, the Internet's full of cat videos. Everyone loves cat videos. That's been since the dawn of
thelnternet. Butno one specializesin this niche of travel for cat lovers is kind of what I'm callingit. So, I've
kind of just started leaning intothattoo. And just not justfor the brand, but | also loveit. But they also love
it too. So, I'm like finding my people.

Well, | have been, of course, following youraccountfor years now, and you havegoneto
stock some super interesting places. Can you talkaboutthe catisland in Japan that you went to and
posted about and explainwhat that place is and then what it was liketo be there?

Nicole Green: There's afew Catislandsin Japan and | went to the one, | guess main one orthe onethat,
you know, goes viral. It was at Tashirojima. It was outside of Sendai, essentially. So, | was in Japan on ski
trip with some friends and | was like, | really wantto go tothis cat island becausethere'scats there.It's an
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island full of cats. You don't need to tell me anythingelse. I'llgo. So, | literally flew down from Hokkaido to
Sendaito go to thisisland and it was incredible. It was beautiful. There were more cats than people and
people do take care of them and all that stuff. And it was just like areally beautiful, like thing that | was like,
thisis great.

Well, and also in Japan, in Tokyo, you wentto a cat temple. What was thatlike?

Nicole Green: Yeah, there's atemplein Tokyo. It hasjustall these little cat figurines. Gotokuji Temple. So, |
wentthere. | thinkit's outside of Kyoto. There's a cat museum. | stayedin ahostel in Osakathat hastwo
catsfinding the cat things.

Yes, indeed, you sureare. | know you goto cat cafes all around the world and then youfound
a cat garden in Kotor, Montenegro. What was thatlike?

Nicole Green: | havealist of all these cat places and Kotor, it was one of them. So, | went there ayear or
so ago and | heard that they just have abunch of cats laying around. And they have. Specifically in Old
Couture, thetown, they have this little part where there'sagarden full of these cats and they feed them
andtake care ofthem, and they'rejust kind of hangingaround. | was like, this is great.| spent literallyhours
justhanging outin this garden with cats. | had, like two cats sitting on mylap at one point. Thisis heaven. |
don'tneed anythingelse.

Well, | want to ask about how you have blown up yourFollowing. | think you're now over
60,000 peoplethat arefollowing you. You mentioned that you niche down frompet sittingto cat sitting
particularly. And you post about your cat sits that you do. You also post about this cat tourism thatyoudo
andtheplacesthatyou go. And all of asudden, all these people arefollowingyouand areinterested in
this. Andyou are nowat the point whereyou're starting to organize cat travel opportunities for your
followers.Canyoutalk about that?

Nicole Green:I'm so excited. It's stillin the works. You know, how you see creatorsrun trips. | was like,
well, what if| did something like that? But a place, agroup of cat lovers to a destination full of cats. | was
like, hey, would youguys beinterested in goingon atrip together where we just like, pedal the cat, where
wejust, like, you know, bond over our love for cats? People were like, like, yeah, that sounds great. So, like, |
started lookingintodifferent companies and different tours and stuff. Everyone was like, Greece, Turkey,
Morocco arethetop ones. So right now, it's looking like it's goingto be aturkey trip. And I'm so excited.

We'relike, customizing theitineraryto have all these cat stopsvolunteering because we also want to make
a good impact. Don'twanttojust, like, look at the cats and we can help them and work with local
organizationsand stuff. So, we'reworkingon thatand launching that. And I'm so excited because | thinkit
really could be athing. Everyone's like,oh, | wantto go to Cat Islandtoo. Andl was like, like, I'llgo back
getting people who have expertisein planning thingslike that, because I'm also avery busy person working
aremotejob and then doing contentand stuff. So, it's something | definitelywantto look intoand expand
morebecause | think it could be a lot of fun.

Definitely. | want toencourage Peopleto follow you on Instagram at Traveling Catsitter if they
are remotely interested in either the cat sitting or the cat tourismstuff. Because you post some super
interesting stuffthat | have neverseen anywhere else. And | learned about all this stuff from yourcontent,
so | appreciate that. The other thing, of course,thatwe haveto talk aboutis yourotherbrand, Nomadic
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Activist, which ishow you and linitially connected years ago. And there were pointswhen you were
working on some ofthese political campaigns where | feel like you and | were texting, like, every day.

Nicole Green: You'relike, how'sthe Cori Bush campaign? You're like, how she.What's it looking?

| totally was.| was texting you, like, every day on the Cori Bush campaign. So, we definitely
haveto talk about Nomadic Activist. | would love, though, to start and roll the tape back a little bit. Can you
talk about yourown political journey in developingyour worldview priorto the startofyourtravels?

Nicole Green: So, growingup completely apolitical. My parents weren't political. It wasn'treally talked
about. lwasn'tinterested in it. [t wasn'tuntil | was takingagovernment civics class in high school. It was
alsoin 2016, when | was taken. So, it was an interesting time to be learningaboutgovernmentand politics
and campaigns. And | had areally close friend of mine who was like a big Bernie supporter, big advocate.
She really just opened my eyes and inspired meinto being interested in politics and following all the things.
And shewent on to studygovernment politics. | also kind of started in college studying some politics. |
didn'tend up majoringinit, but | definitely was very involved and did a lot of policy research and had been
very interested in the political sphere, butl hadn't gotten involved physically or any of that.

Afew years ago, she unfortunately passed away in a car accident. And it was really devastating because
shewas someonel thought, you know, but change the world and all that stuff. | think alot of what got me
involved initwas when Roev. Wade was overturned, | was like, oh, my God, Like, | have to do something,
And | would think about her. And | was like, well, what would she do? Okay, well, she wouldbe doing all
thesethings. Andl kind of wanted to embodythat spiritand continue thatlegacy and getinvolved. When |
was living in eastern North Carolina at the time | started volunteering, | don't wantto talkto strangers at
doors. But I knewthat this was bigger than that. | was willing tohave these uncomfortable moments for
these causes and for my rights. So, | kind of dove in that way.

Did your travel experiences change, impact, or expandyour political worldview? And if so,
how?

Nicole Green: Yeah, | think so, definitely. When | went to Australia, longstory short, | alwayshad breathing
problems growing up, and doctorsnever quite diagnosed it. It was like asthma, but not quite. Thenit got to
a pointwhere my parentswere like, we can't afford fancy doctors and stuff, so we just never did any of
that. I remember when | was in Australia, | went tothe doctor and theywere like, wow, Tru wheezing like
crazy. What the heck? And | was like, oh, just. And | wasn'teven there for that. And | was like, oh, justignore
it. It'sfine. They're like, oh,younever gotthis diagnosis? | was like, no. | was like, too expensive. And|
remember they looked at me, oh, my God. Becausg, like, that's notaproblem in Australia. People don'tgo
tothedoctor becauseit'stoo expensive. Like, that's justbecause how healthcareisin the US Just also
meeting people as a nomad, because | have alot of student loan debt, and that'sunheard of outside of the
U.S.nooneelsehas student loandebt. That's ahuge thing. And | think also travel and climate changeis a
big one. | was in Australia during the great wildfires. Youknow, thatwas very vivid. | was actually worried |
was going to haveto evacuate at one point. We didn't.

So, onceyou solidify yourcommitment to progressive political causes, at what pointdid you
realize that yourlocationindependence could actuallybecome atool that you could use for activism and
political campaigning?
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Nicole Green: Ittook awhileto get there becausel remember | was at a point where| was doing all this
political campaigning and organizing in eastern North Carolina. | felt very passionate. | had apurpose, and |
was starting to make friends and stuff aroundthattime. | was also like, I'm about to start travelingthe
world, which is my dream and goal. But then | was like, well, how do | do both? Because the whole point of
getting involved is grassroots organizing, being in that community. And whenyou'reanomad, traveling
everywhere, how do you do that? You know, | was tryingto look up whoelseis anomad that does political
stuff. I couldn't reallyfigureit out untilin 2022, there was arunoff election in Georgia. Andl remember they
needed volunteersin Georgia. Well, | workremotely.I'll justgo work remotely there and volunteer. | was
like, okay.

Everyone was pouring money into Georgia, like,| got money to getan Airbnbto house people.And | was
also volunteeringwith Vote Save America and stuff. And | remember being there, like, it dawned onme. |
was like, wait, that's how| could do this. | could bring my travels and remote workto the places where they
need help. This was, hey, we need people on theground here. And | was like, oh, that's something | could
doas anomad. | could bringmyself my laptop and just go toswing states and volunteer in the places
wherethey need people or competitive districtsor primaries thatare important. So that'skind of where the
birth of the Nomadic Activists came, where | was like, well, | want touse my locationindependence for
good and for furthering these causes.

I thinkit's amazing. | haveinterviewed alot of activists and politically conscious folks on this
podcast, but | thinkyouarethefirst onel have ever interviewed that has used their location independence
to move around and work onthe ground doing grassroots political organizing forvery specific political
campaigns, which | think is amazing. And| want to divein alittle bit moreto that and ask youabouttwo
campaigns in particular. Thefirst oneis the Cori Bush congressional re-election campaign. For people that
are not familiar with CoriBush, can youjust sharealittle bit about whosheis and why sheresonated so
much with you, why that campaign was so important thatyouwanted to fly in and knockdoors and do the
grassroots organizing on thegroundthere?

Nicole Green: So that year | was doing alot of travel to swingstates and competitive districtsto help
knock on doors for differentcandidates. And| know Cori Bush's primary was coming up and it was goingto
be a very contentious primary. Now, for context, sheis a progressive U.S. house representative
representing St. Louis. Atthe time, shewas apart of the squad, which is like the progressive members like
AOC and Rashida. And she was really known for her workwith Black Lives Matter and helped organizing
Fergusonand also being pro-Palestine. And unfortunately, because she was pro Palestine, she had AIPAC
coming after her, which is this big lobbying organization, and they were pouring millionsof dollarsto unseat
her. So, | really wanted tohelp make sure we kept her seat because she's afighter. She's areally important
progressive member of our Congress atthetime. So, | reallywantedto be thereto help make surethese
billionaires didn't unseat thisamazing person.

And what wasi it like on the ground working on that campaign? Can youshareastoryora
campaign trail moment that stayed with you?

Nicole Green: So, | had afriend working on the campaign, so he was able to hook me up with volunteer
housing. So, like, | stayed withsome peoplewhowerethere, and there were also alot of other young
people. They were college students, and theywere also traveling togo knock doors and campus there.
Like, there was this organization, and alot of them actually came from, | thinkthe Jamal Bowman
campaign was beforeit. And alot ofthem had basically helped on that campaignand then wentdown to
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St. Louisto help on there. So, it was really cool to, like, meet this group of people who were also very
passionate about this and wanted to, you know, help her keep her sea. And it was just like alot of very hot
evenings, hot there, just knocking doors and talkingto people. And it was just also really hard because they
were pouring so much, so muchmoneyin these attack ads that were kind of very misleading, youknow, as
they usually are. And alot ofthat was gettinginto people's heads. And | knewit was going tobe areally
closerace, and it was. And she unfortunately lost. And that was like areally huge loss for the community
andinthe space.

What did you learn abouttherole of thelsrael Lobbyin the course of workingon that
campaign? And just also for context,youmentioned alot of the Jamaal Bowman volunteers came over as
well, which. The campaign to unseat Jamaal Bowman in the Democratic primary was the most expensive
primary campaign, | believe, in American history. And it was heavily funded by the Israel Lobby to unseat
him because of his Palestine views. And then you mentioned abunch ofthosevolunteers came over as
well. And so, in interactingwith those volunteers, as well as just observingwhat was happeningwiththe
opposition toCoriBushand howit was funded so heavily by the Israel Lobby, what did youlearn about the
way that all of those functionsfrom being there on the ground?

Nicole Green: Big money and politics sucks. It was reallybad. They werereally just pummeling everyone
with these attack ads. There were millions of dollars being poured, like, for every. Ifyou're on YouTube,
every ad would have been an ad against CoriBush. It was just totally, just really sad how thisone
organization that'sbasically aforeign organizationwho's technically not supposed tomeddlein U.S.
Politics, was ableto influence this election so much over this one stance of hers. | mean, it was really
disheartening at the time. Like, | just hate big moneyin politics in general, any big lobbying. And it's all just,
you know, it's gross. It's,youknow, notgood.

And what wasiit like emotionallyto bein theroom? Youmentioned she lostthe campaign,
butwhen she camein to give her speech, it ended up going viralbecause it was so politically resilient and
defiant. And for people that have never heard it, she obviously gotunseated from Congress as part of this
campaign, but committed that she was not justgoing todisappear. And she gave this amazing defiant
speech where she said specifically to AIPAC, | am goingto tear your kingdom down. And the place went
wild and the video wentviral. And sure enough, she has been continuing to organize politically. Sheis
running again. Sheis still in the mix and all of that. Butyouwerein theroomfor that speech. Whatwas that
moment like?

Nicole Green: So beforehand it was really sad because we knew it's over. It gotreally close, but it was
over. Butlremember whenshe camein, shejust started swingingand | was like, yeah, likeit's what we all
know needed. And shejust broughtin all this amazing energy. Itwas honestly reallyinspiring becauseit
was like, look, I'm not goingto like justtake this defeat. No.She's like, no, thisis just the beginning, you
know, like, thisis just the beginning of battle,youknow, it was very inspiring.

Well, you also wentto New York Cityto work onthe Zohran Mamdani mayoralcampaign.
Canyou talk about fromyour own perspective howyoufirst learned aboutZoran and whyyoufound his
candidacy so inspiring and compelling toyou personally?

Nicole Green: Yeah, | don't even knowwhen | first came across him because hereally wasn't abig name
inthebeginning. Butl remember | started seeing somethings on social mediahere andthere. Let's make
busesfree, let's make government funded grocery store. Andlike he was just like this very passionate,



progressive voice. Hetalks and he's inspiring. He was just somethingthat we haven't seen oncein amillion
politician. And | was like, | really want tohelp this guy win because, like, | kind of took a break from doing
some political stuff. And then he was doing that race and | had sometime in my schedule. | was like, you
know, maybe I'll find acat, sitin New York City and go knock on some doors. It was along shot. There were
so many peopleintherace. It was ranked choicevoting. And thentheyhad Andrew Cuomo, who'sabig
nameeven though he'sabad person. But | believe in this campaign.| believein his vision; | believe in these
values. | wantto go help. | knew if he wanted be historic. It wouldbe huge. Could really set the blueprint for
other, you know, progressive candidates.

Andwhat wasiit like working onthat campaign? Is there astory or amoment thatyouthink
back and remember?

Nicole Green: It was really excitingbecause there were alot of other people whowere also getting
energized from this campaign. | would goto like this canvassing session and it would have like 50 people
there. And it was actually before the general election. Itwas his primary because the primary was the
biggest hurdle. Hejust needed to get the nomination. Andtalking topeople, people wereveryreceptive
becausea lot of peopledidn't like Cuomo was like the biggest thing. And| think it was the biggest field
operation theyhad. [t was insane, and | definitely felt it.

Well, he certainly had the Democratic establishmentagainst him,the MAGA Republicans
against him, the Israel lobby certainly against him.He was alongtime Palestine solidarity activist, very
outspoken in supportofthe boycott, divestmentand sanctions campaign against Israeli apartheid. Ran on
that, did not compromise on that, mobilized aroundthat and had all of these different, incredibly powerful
political entities organizing againsthim. And he won.What lessons do youthink we can learn from how
and why that particular campaign succeeded?

Nicole Green: Appealsto people like, he was such aworking-class champion and just common, freezing
therent. Things are becoming so unaffordable. | thinkalot of politicians are very scared to say certain
things or over promise things. Butlike he was so unapologetically, thisiswhat | wanttodo. Nowhe's doing
it, which is so insane. Oh, my God. He's actually like doing agreat job. A lot of people were like, | don't think
he'sgoingto beableto do any ofthesethings.And | think it's justlike being a progressive championalso,
him being a great communicator and being able to inspire all the people, including myself, to help volunteer
ourtimeto knockon somedoorsin New York City.

Well, you were at one of the victory parties in New York City onthe nightthathewon. And
yourvideo ofthat momentwentviral around the world. | saw it on all of these different places around the
world, coming from different continents. People were posting yourvideo withyouinitthat you shot. Can
you take us to that moment? What was it like? What did it feel like emotionally tobe part of that moment?
Becauseyou mentioned youhad already worked on the Cori Bush campaign and unfortunately, she did not
win her campaign. Then you come and you work onthe Zohran campaignand Zohranwins and you'rein the
room what does that moment feel like?

Nicole Green: Oh, my God, it was so insane. Now, for context, this whole campaign was really along shot
campaign. Hereally went from like nobody knowing his name to like trailinghorse Cuomo and stuff. So,we
werethere asthe polling camein and all the, you know, the votes were comingin. Also, forcontext, we
given how New York's electoral voting counting thingworks, we thought we weren'tgoing to hear results for
like a few days. There was no expectationthatnightthatwe wouldknow thathe would win or anyone



would win. You know, it was probably going to be Cuomo. Butthen as the votes were coming in and Zohran
was leading Cuomao. I'min the room recordingthis guy who'smaking an announcement and then he says,
Cuomo just conceded. Zohran won. Andl caughtout onvideo and | was like, what? | feel like a lot of the
campaigns |I'veworked on;l've lostor they've been losing campaigns. So, I've been so disappointed many
times. I was so, like shocked. | mean, everyone was so excited because like, we all really came together
and made this happen. Going from basicallyanameno one knew to literally bidding Andrew Cuomo to the
pointwhere he conceded. And of course, hedid end up running as like an independent, but beat him again.
So, it was such aray of hope. Like, it filled my heart with hope.

So, what tips do youhave for remote workers, digital nomads, people whoare location
independent that would like to usetheir locationindependence to get involved in upcoming campaigns?
Where does someone start with thatand what maybe tips or advice after doing this anumber oftimes do
you haveforfolks?

Nicole Green: So, abig one, especially if you want to do like volunteering, knocking doorsand goingto
events. There's this website called Mobilize Us. It's basically where people post, hey, there's goingto be a
canvassing thingor awatch party. Butit's all for like democratic causes. And back in 2024, when | was
doing alot of electoral stuff ahead of the presidential election, | created all of these maps and stuff. Here's
some statesyou can go to, or here's some areas where there's competitive house districts thatarereally
important thatwe need to send peopleto.| thinkl'm probably going to create some morefor this year,
staying on top ofthings. | joined the Vote Save Americacommunity back when | started doingthis stuff.
Andthey also have alot of helping connect peopleto important races and volunteering becauseyoudon't
haveto physically bein the place to volunteer for them. You can also phone bank, join atext bank where
you help send out the textmessages and | thinkall that'simportant. So, youcan find all those on Mobilize
Us. Pet sitting also helps giveyou free housingifyou. Because | knowalot of people were like, | would goto
the U.S. butit's expensive. And I'm like, | know it is something that | try to create. | didn't quite get there. But
there are campaigns that have volunteer supporter housing. Something you could do is youcan connect to
those campaigns. Hey, do you guys have volunteer housing? | will travel toyou. Butalso, just beinglike a
good human being and volunteeringeven ifyou're abroad cleaning UPS and just do goodleave no trace.

Yeah, and you post alot of really important stuffon Nomadic Activist, the Instagram handle.
So, we'lllink that upin the show notes as well and people can followyouthere. AndI'm surein all these
other countries as well, you were talkingmostly about American elections. I'm sure alot of these other
countries, if people are from different countries and theyvote in other countries that there are similar
opportunities there. Doyoufind or have younoticed at allin the digital nomad lifestyle any tension
between personal freedom and collective responsibility? And how do you navigatethat?

Nicole Green:| mean, yeah, there's alot of tension there.| mean, for one thing, | know likethere's theissue
of digital nomads going tothese nomad hubs drivingup prices and youknowone great wayto get around
that pet sitting. Thatis another reason, one ofthe non-pets and like free housingrelated reasons.| do like
to pet sit. You're not jacking up prices in that sense. You'rejuststaying in someone's home. | would like to
see morenomads do more, be more thoughtfulin their trucktravels. It's easy to kind of bein this bubble of,
well, | can gowherever lwant and | don'tcarewhat it doesto thelocal people.l would love to see more
nomads be more conscious of theimpact we're making places.

Has pet sitting around the world changed yourrelationship to ownership and material
possessions?
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Nicole Green: Ohyeah.| mean, | don't need thingsanymore because things are heavy. Youknow, like
whenyou live out asuitcase and you add more things to the suitcase. | guess I'mreally happy.l don'tneed
things likeI'm not like chasingthe newest this or the fancy car I'm like, no, | justneed. | travelmy little
suitcase. | got like seven outfits on repeat. Like, | don'tneed much. So,yeah, | would say I'm much less
materialistic as a traveler now.

Well, I thinkit's areally interesting point about how pet sitting is away to travel more
sustainably and reduce your contribution to those transnationalgentrification dynamics that are goingon in
all of thesecities. I'm also curious, have youfound thattemporarily inhabiting different people's homes in
these different countries gives you adifferent insight into cultures versus stayingat ahotel?

Nicole Green: Oh, yeah. You get such abetter culturalimmersionwhenyou're living in someone's house.
Whenyou haveadog and you go walk,walk adog and meet the neighbors because they're like,whyare
you walking fluffy? Like, where'sthe owner? You know? And|'m like, oh, I'm the pet sir. Andlike,and then
I've made friends in the neighborhood and they showyouwhere the cool places are. I've made alot of, like,
really good friends, even, like, through the homeowners that| watch. They're like, oh, here'ssome cool
peopleyou can meet or go out to dinner beforethey leave. And then | meet people and we stay connected
andit'sjustgreat. Andyoujust doreally getimmersed. Unlikeifyou're at ahotel, you're very disconnected
from everyday life. But when youlivein the city where people actually live, it's definitely amuch better
insight.

So, you've been doing thisnow foryears, travelingthe world and livingin other people's
homes. At this point, whatdoes the concept ofhome mean toyou?

Nicole Green: Homeis wherethecatis. No, I'mkidding. | mean, it's totally changed. Homeis whereyou
live, and when you don't live anywhere, you're like, ah, homeis everywhere. You know, you're like, homeis
whereyou want it to be or whoeveryoufeel most belongingin.

So how do you build and maintaincommunityin anitinerant lifestyle of world travel?

Nicole Green:It's pretty hard, butl have managed tomake lots of friends alongthe way.| do look,
especially if I'min certain cities, | will find meetups. Meetup.comgreat resource. Nobody really usesit, but
there are meetupsyou canfind. Like in Nashville, | just wentto a meetup. It's notgoing to workin, like, less
populated, morerural areas, butl did amonth in Milan twoyears ago. | made so many friends There were
allthese meetups whereyou couldgo meet people and like play board games and like | made lots of
wonderful people and that was an of repeat sit. | did go back there six months to do the same cat sit over
Christmas. Still had somefriends and | made some more friends. That's really nice. And thenalso goingto
anumber nomad hub.

So, | did go to Bansko, Bulgaria, which is abig nomad hub. Two wintersago.| was cat sitting, but | also was
like, | heard there's nomads here and I'm one ofthose and | want to meet them, you know, because
normally nomads, | feel like hanging outin those nomad hubs. As a cat sitter, | just kind ofgo to random
places. | did make a lot of friends there. | really loved being there. | was there over the winter, so it was
really nice, like having community there. So, | did go back to Bansko the next winter and | also spent two
months there, like skiingand with mynomad casino. When you're traveling and like being someone who
travels full time while workingremotely, mostaverage people don'tunderstand or canrelate toit. So, itis
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really nice having peoplethat totally understand that lifestyle. And so, I'm stillconnectedto alot of them.
And we'vegoneon other trips. This past Japan trip | was with some people, went to Georgia.

What would you like to see change within digital nomad culture over the nextdecade?

Nicole Green: | think being more thoughtful and sustainable. | also thinkthere could be other places. Why
is itjust Bali? Why are allthe nomads in Balilike, there's gotto be some other places. Let's expandouta
bit. I think nomads could do alot of good. And | would like to see more nomads taking action and maybe,
you know, maybe not volunteering for apolitical campaign.It's alot and it's very politically charged. Butlike
even just volunteeringfor like abeach cleanup orjust do somegoodinthe areayou'rein.

Well, | think you are providing some greatexamples ofhow people can be moreinvolved for
meaningful causes and usetheir location independence to volunteer and be politically active and all of
thosethings. So definitely wantto encourage people to followaNomadic Activist becausel think you're
doing somereally importantstuff. Thankyou. I'm curious, Nicole, whenyouthinkall the way back to, to
2019 andwhenyou wentto Australiaand everything since then, how has all of this world travel impacted
you asaperson?

Nicole Green: I'm definitely more fearless because, like, for abit, when | did thatinitial Vietnam solo trip, |
kind ofwas like, if| could do this, | could do anything. Nothing can stopme. Like, very powerfulin that
sense. Also found that passionfor tryingto make. Make a difference, tryingto leave a positive impact. And
also, content creationis anotherweird thing. So, alot of | was never one ofthose. | nevermade videos and
stuff. But alot of what drove those decisions were like, well, this pet sitting thinghas changed my life.
Maybeif | post about this, | can help change someone else's. Or someone else can also learn about this
amazing hack because | feel like not enough people do know aboutit. Andalot ofthe nomadic activists’
content, content stuff, it wasn't like, oh, | wantto postthings. It was like, well, | care about this and
someone needs to be posting aboutthis. That's goingto be me. A lot of just being fearless and notcaring
what other peoplethink, | think is abig one. | definitely care what people think before that. Butl very much
stopped caring what alot of people think of me.

And why areyou so passionate about continuingto traveland see more of the world? What
doestravel meantoyou today?

Nicole Green: | thinkit's afreedom thing.| thinkl love this idea of being free to go wherever | want, being
ableto experience all these new places, and | don't see myselfliving in one placefor therest of my life.
That would make me antsy. I'dbelike, let's go tothe nextplace. I've never seen myself withthe white
picket fence kind of future. So, | always justwant to be in new, challenging environments and meet new
people becausel love meeting people and especially like different cultures and stuff. And food's great
around theworld. | goteat allthefood. Oh, here'sthe other thing. | gotto pet all the cats. That's my other
goalislgotto.|I'mnottryingto travel theworld. I'mtryingto pet all the cats in the world. So that's the joke,
butlloveit.

Well, | actually think thatis the perfect place to end the main portion of this interview. And at
this point, Nicole, areyou readyto movein to The Lightning Round?

Nicole Green: Yes.

Let'sdoit. Allright, what is one book you would recommend for peopleto read?
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Nicole Green: | read this book called Bowling Alone by Robert Putnam. It's basically about howthe decline
in social capital, how people and relationshipsin the US has led to the decline in people getting Involved in
like civic engagement. It'sjust something | alwaysthinkabout.

Allright, Nicole, whois one person currently alive today that you've never met thatyou'd
most loveto havedinnerwith? Justyouand thatpersonfor an evening of dinner and conversation?

Nicole Green: | thinkI'd like to chat withZohranMamdani.
Becauseyou never got tomeet him on the campaign.

Nicole Green: | didn’t,becausel've met alot of politicians alongthe campaign trailand | always am like,
don't meetyour heroes becausethey'll disappoint you. And I've met alot of people wherel'm like, yeah,
nah, | kind of wish | didn't meet them. | actually do feel like | would love to have achat with Zohran
Mamdani.

I would loveto havethatchat as well. Because the amazing thingalso abouthimisthat
there are so many things youcould talkto him about. | wouldtalk tohim about hip-hop.

Nicole Green: Oh my God, his like rap career. Yes. And his wife is also a cat lover and now he's going
through, there's like shotsyou can take because he's allergic to cats. So, he's taking all these shots so him
and his wife can get a cat. Like that's so beautiful to my like cat lover ass.

Allright, Nicole, ifyou couldgo back in time, knowingeverythingyouknownowand giveone
piece of adviceto your 18-year-old self, what would you say to 18-year-old Nicole?

Nicole Green: | think genuinely the one piece of advice would be like go to college abroad because going to
schoolintheU.S. isreally expensive. | knew about studyabroad, but | didn't know you could literally just
enrollin auniversityin Europe. That would have saved me alot of money.

Of allthe places you have now traveled, what are three of your favorite destinations you
would mostrecommend? Other people should definitely check out.

Nicole Green: So, | think Vietnam, | feel like holds a special place in my heart. Just ‘cozit reallywas the
jump starter to my traveling and life. If | didn't goon thattrip, | don'tthink I'd be where | am today. | don't
think Il would have become anomad. | think Vietham, | definitely really love northern Vietnam. | like the
south by our region. There's really interesting stuff. I'm also amountain person. Number two, | would say
Japan.|lovelapan. In allthe sense, | lovethefood | love, the culture,the people. They also love cats. It's
great. Threel would say | really like northern Italy.I've spenta lot of time in Milan, which | knowis a city
most Americans don't like because when they go, it's usually like go to Venice. | spent like agood two
monthsjustlivingin Milan. It's agreat place to live. Northern Italy, in asense of you got the Alps.I love
having easy access to the mountains and | love Italian food.

Those are amazing picks. | completely endorse all three of those. Allright, Nicole, last
question, whatareyour top three bucketlist destinations? These are places you have notyet been, highest
onyourlistand you'd most love to see.

Nicole Green: Oh my gosh, there's so many. Butl haven'tbeen to Argentina. | reallywant togo to Buenos
Aires and Patagonia. So high on my list. | wantto go to Prague. That'salso high onmy list.| am looking out
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for some cats sits over there and my other oneis Banffin Canada. I've been lookingfor sits there. | have
seen sitsinthat area, but they're nevertherighttimingfor me.

Awesome picks. I've been to Prague a couple of times. I've spent probably six monthsin
Argentina. So as a skier, of courseyou need to go and skithe Andes. | skied Bariloche, the lakes region,
which was truly spectacular. Andl've spentmany, many months living in Buenos Aires. So, when you're
ready to plan thosetrips, definitely hit me up. Nicole, at this pointl want you to let people knowhowthey
can findyou, follow you on social media, boththe Traveling Catsitter as well as Nomadic Activist and learn
more about everythingyou're up to. Remindpeople again howthey can get your cat sitting guy and ifthey're
interested in that upcoming trip to Istanbuland all that good stuff. How do you wantpeople to comeinto
yourworld?

Nicole Green:Ifyou areinterested in my travelsand pet sittingand cats, definitely check me out on
Traveling Catsitter. | poston travelingcats that are on Instagram, YouTube, TikTok. I'm mostly active on
Instagram so definitely check me out there. My Free Pet Sitting guide, you can also find my link in bio there.
Andthen my link thatyou can useto make a pet sitting account. Andthen with my Nomadic Activist is up, |
am nomadic.activiston Instagrampost about my political stuffthere. I'm planningto putsome new stuff
upcoming with the new midterm electionscoming up.

Awesome. Wearegoing to link all of that up in the show notes so folkscan just goto one
place at themaverickshow.com, go to the show notes for this episode. Thereyou'll find direct links to
everything we have discussedon this episode, including all the ways tofind, follow and connect with
Nicole. This was such an amazing and long overdue conversation and so special to haveitin personin
Asheville over abottle ofwine. Thank youfor comingon the show, Nicole.

Nicole Green: Oh my gosh. Andthankyouso much for having me.

Allright,good night, everybody.
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