My guest today is Marissa Strang. Sheis a Washington D.C.based travel creator, storyteller
and tourism marketing professional who has builtaglobal community of over 100,000 travelers through
culturefirst experience driven content thatinspires people to explore the world withmore confidence,
curiosity and intention. A lifelongtraveler with a passion forimmersive experiences and community led
tourism. Marissa has explored destinations across North America, Europe, the Middle East, Africaand the
Caribbean with atravel style centered around local culture and highlightingunderrepresented stories. She
will also be a featured speaker at the upcoming Womenin Travel Summit2026.

Marissa, welcometo the show.
Marissa Strang: Hithere. Thanks forhavingme.

| am so excited to haveyou here. The last time we hung outin personwas in New York City
almost ayear ago. We'regoing to see each other at the upcoming WITS conference in Chattanooga, which
I'm super excited for. But let's just start off by settingthe scene and talkingabout where we're recording
fromtoday and thefact that we have agreed to make this awine night. Let's also talkaboutwhat we are
drinking. l am actually in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Asheville, North Carolinatonightand | havejust
opened a bottle of Chilean Carmenere so | am going to be drinking through thattonight. Butwhere areyou
Marissaand what areyou drinking?

Marissa Strang: Yum. Thatsounds so good.l amin Fairfax, Virginia. It's justabout 30 minutes outside of
the D.C. areawherel'm actually raised. And today | have a Petit Manseng from 50 West. It's this gorgeous
winery in Middleburg, Virginiawhich is Virginia's best wine country. So, I'm enjoyingthatton.

| feel like because we are drinking wine, we should startoff with awinetravel story. When
you think about the differenttravels that youhave done, you've been to anumber of different wines
producing countries. | know that whatis one of the top wine experiences around the worldthat comes to
your mind that you still think about?

Marissa Strang: So, one place that really surprised me, | feel like nobodytalksaboutSantoriniwhenthey
talk about wine. Itreallyblew me away. Andl've been wine tastingin Tuscany. I've gone to NapaValley. But
something aboutSantorini was so surprising tome. Thewine was so delicious. It had this rolling hills and
countrysidethatl never thought | wouldever experience. And for the day, we just had ahalf day tour witha
private driver. We hit four orfive different wineries in the countryside in Santorini. It's my best friendand |
and it was so gorgeous. They have this really cool method withthe winevines where they wrap theminto
baskets to protect them from the wind. So that was so cool tolearn about. Butalso, just drinking myway
through Santorini, which is abucket list of places for me, was insane. We've got wine tastingin acave and
wewent to this beautiful outdoor scenery with rolling hills and it was just adream. It doesn'teven feel real.

Well, | have been winetasting in Greece. | have never been to Santorini, but | have been to
some of the other Greekislands and the wine sceneis legitimate. So, if people don'tknow about Greek
wines, | think that is an excellent recommendationto putpeople onto. Allright, Marissa, the nextthing |
haveto askyou about, you and | have notcaughtup in acouple months and | have been following your
travelsvicariously throughyour Instagram and there are some stories | have notheard thatl must ask you
about. First, to startoff this podcast, | saw Instagram footage of you not justgoing to the NCAA Final Four
in Indianapolis, butl saw footage of you hangingout in person with Post Malone, postingvideos and selfies
together. | need the story for this entire experience and how thatcame about.
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Marissa Strang: So, | was obviously at the NCAA Final Four.| was on abrand partnership actually with
Capital One, which is a dreamto even be at an event like that. Butwe were hangingout. | think alot of
peopledon'trealizeit really was spontaneous. Itwas not because | was there for abrand partnership. It
really was the most randomthing ever.So, we arein the Capital One lounge and we're justhanging out,
grabbing somefood,takingabreath, because MarchMadness has thisamazing music festival called Jam
Fest and they haveall these headliners and Post Malone obviously was one ofthem.

So, wewere like, okay, let's justgo to the lounge and hang out for a little bit, revamp before thefirst set,
haveal little bite. And theywere closingthe lounge, they werekickingeverybody out. And| decided, let's
justhang outforacouple more minutes. Everyone'sfilteringout. Let's just stay, maybe have one more little
bite before everyone actually gets kicked out. And my husbandwas taking a picture of me with somereally
goodfood. Andthenyou seeinthe backgroundthis blonde lady spotus out, walking towards us.And she
literally approaches my husbandwith backstage passes and hey, do youguys wantto introduce Post
Maloneto comeon stage asthe next headliner? And we were like, what? Is this really happening? So of
course, we said yes, because that's ano brainer. Butwe gottogo backstage, go on stage and actually
announce that Post Malone was coming outnextand hypethe crowdup.

I've neverimagined that | would get to stand onstage and see asea of 30,000 people just excited forPost
Maloneto comeon stage. Butwe got this really coolopportunity to like hype the crowdup. Are youready
for Post Malone? And announce that he's comingout? And it was literally insane. Andthen when he came
and he performed, wejust so happenedto beinthefrontrowand he camedown and said hito the
audience and said hito everyone and he stopped to take a picture with me. [t was reallyinsane.

Thatis unbelievable. So, all right, you are nowafull-time professional travel content
creators andyou get these epic brand partnerships to go and do stuff like that. | feel like we need to start
the Marissa Strang story at the very beginning and go all the way back and give people context onthis
journey of how yougotto whereyou aretoday. Youmentioned thatyougrew upin the Washington D.C.
metro area. Canyou just sharealittle bit aboutyour childhood and growingup there, whatthatwas like for
you and how your early initial interestin travel started to develop?

Marissa Strang: So, taking it way back. I've been inthe D.C. areafor about 17 or 16 years somewhere
around there. And myfamily was military growing up. So, | was born in El Paso, three months old. We left,
we moved between Georgiaand Virginia and all these different places and eventually we settled in the
DMV area. But growingup and being military, you're alwaysmoving around, you're always starting new at a
new school and having to re-establishyour friendsand your connections. So, | feel like that made me a
really adaptable, very curious personwhenyou're constantly having to start over and talk todifferent
people from different walks of life and establish yourselfin new social circles and things like that.

So, | always became this naturally curious person who justloved to talkto people and loveto learn. And
then throughout that period, my family was justsuperintotravel. My momwas the OG traveler ofthe
family and, and shewould just planall these weekend trips. Let's go to the beach, let'sgoon acruise, let's
go to Mexico and go to an all-inclusive resort. So, | grew up withthese stories, travelingwith my mom and
dad and just having these family road trips. But the veryfirst timethatl really understood travel and the
power of it, outside of let's just go on avacation was junior year of college when| went on astudyabroadto
Cubato study salsadancing. And that justunlocked the world for me because when | was in Cubaand |
got toreally learn abouttherootsof salsaand African tradition and the way it came over to Cubaand the



way that it developed and learn aboutSanteria and their religion, that's when it really clicked forme. Like,
okay, wait, it's not justall-inclusive resorts and beach vacation. You can learn so much more.

So, what madeyou decide to do that particulartrip? Can youthink back to whenyouwere
coming into college? | know you wentto George Mason University, big shout out to GMU. But when you
werein college, what made you decideto sign up for that study abroad trip in Cubaand what wereyou
hoping to get outofit? Ifyou think back to when youwere anticipating and you were about togo on thattrip,
what wereyou hoping for? What was the mindset?

Marissa Strang: Yeah, | thinkthere'sso many momentsin my life | can trace back to this mindset of | just
didit forthe plot and then it ended up being a pivotal momentfor me. It'sthe craziest thing. So as far as the
Cubathing, | was a marketing major doing my bachelor's and | was just lookingfor an easy elective. That's
really whereit started. | did an elective and | studied AfroLatin dance and did asemester of it at Mason just
for an easy credit. | always loved todance and | knew itwouldbe afun class, so | did it. And then | fellin
lovewith it. | absolutely adored it. Learningaboutthe music and theinstrumentsand partner dancingin the
middle of my day between classes and having this day where | couldjust partner dance.So cool, so fun.

And my professor was awesome, and hetoldme. He's like, | do thisthingevery year where | take the kids to
Cuba, andyou get to learn about salsamoreintimately. And | was like, | don't know if | want to do that. So,
thefirst semester actually didn't. | was like, okay, I'm justgoing totake the class. | returned totake part two
of theclass, and he mentioned it to me again, and | was like, okay, this would bereally cool. | don't know
much about Cuba. | know| love dance, so let's makeit happen. Okay, | know| love traveling. Let's makeit
happen. And so, it reallywas just the spurofthe moment. Okay, | took thiselective. | needed credits,and
now | fellin love with something,and | want to learnmore aboutit. And so, | decided to go on thistrip. Butl
feel likel got so much morethan just learning about dance on thetrip.l got to learn, like | said, aboutthe
culture, about the drums, aboutthis connectionto African diaspora. It was really something so unique for
me.

And being in Cubawas unlike anywhere else, right. You're goingto the square to get Wi-Fi cards because
you can'tjustget on theInternetwhileyou'rethere. | rememberhavingaripped dollarbill, realizing|
couldn't spendit. This guytakes methrough a corridor in the back of abar to switch it out. Somerandom
guy sitting on, like,abar stool. Itwas just like anything | had ever seen. Andthen, even thoughthe people
havethis way of life, maybe suffering from poverty, they always were so, like, positive and kind and just
uplifting. And|I fellin love with their joy.| know| can trace that back to the moment where | was like, | have
to see more oftheworld.

So, fromthere, based on that tripand howyoufelt, howthen did that shape your future
trajectory? What was next for you when yougotback from thattrip?

Marissa Strang: So, getting back, | went back intomy studies, right? And | was still acollege kid, butl saw
an uptick in me trying to plan trips with my friends. Oh, did youknowthere's Ocean City is only afew hours
away. Let's go to the beach or. Oh, my mom said she got somekind of deal to go to Mexico. Oh, l invited
myselfon thetrip.l knowlwas notinvited. Shewas going to goand go to aresort.I'm like, oh, can | come?
That'swhen | noticed these upticksin mejust tryingto get outof my bubble anytime that | possibly could.
Whether it was spring break. | remember going onsometrips to Miami over spring break. So, it started very
local, but it was just what a college kid could realistically be able to afford and do.Butl was just trying to
get out of the circleas much as possible. And during that time, | had started documenting my experience



on social media when | would go travel. And people started having questions like, how areyoudoingthis?
How areyou finding deals? How are youbookingflights? Things thatl thought were easy or were common
sensethat | may be learned from my mom growingup.That's when | started to learn that people wanted to
know those things from me. So that also started to spark me sharingmy experience on social mediaand
also sharing those tips and tricks for other peopleto travel, too.

I relateto that so much as well, becausewhen | wasin college, | studied abroadin Ireland,
and I'mIrish American. So that for me, also was areally amazing sort of heritage reconnection trip. But
even morethan that, it was college studentlivingindependently outside of the country. Forme, | did the
entireyear, my junior year abroadin Ireland, and so my roommate and | took the winter break. You getlike a
month off over Christmas and New Year's, and we just bought a Euro rail pass. [t was at the time, it was like
ahop on, hop offas much asyou want through 17 countries and just buyit foramonth.And they have
these super amazing discounts for students.

And so, we were like, okay, so wejust backpacked through Europe for amonth. Completely changed my
life. This is my first time being meaningfully outofthe country, let alone on yourown, independently out of
the country. And it was just like,whoa. And so thatcompletely changed everythingfor me. So, foryou, I'm
curious. I knowyoueventuallywenton your firstsolo trip, which was to Iceland, and I'm wonderingifyou
can talk about what led up tothat, because you said, okay, you did this trip withyour class, with your
school, andthen youwere doingthings and organizingwith friendsand are taggingalongwith people. What
prompted youto do yourvery firstsolo trip to Iceland, and whatwas the plan for thattrip?

Marissa Strang: Yes. So that was also another do it for the plot moment. So, we're fast forwarding now
because we went from Cubajunior year of college. Now I've graduated with my master's and I'm working in
corporate America. And | am miserable. Not because | didn't like my job. | actually am maybe one ofthe
few peoplethatlovedmy job, but theywouldn'tlet me go remote. So, | was in the office every single day.
And | know that's so Gen Z. Oh, no. | had to go tothe office every day. But that's genuinely how | feltand |
justhatedit. So, | was quietly planning my exit from corporate America. So, this solo trip to Iceland
happened right after | exited corporate America. It was thefirst place | went.

And | was sitting at my desk maybe acouple monthsbeforel plannedto leave. And | gotthis email from
going formerly Scotch cheap flights. We all pretty muchknow whatis Scotch cheap flights now, right? But
now they go is going. So, | get this email, $400round trip to Reykjavik fromthe D.C. area, which was insane.
I was like, there's no way. So, I'm like, okay, someone's going to come withme. Let mejust book it. | booked
itimmediately. Okay. You know that24-hourrule. You can alwayscancel for 24 hours. So, | just booked it
onimpulse. | was sittingat my desk, supposed tobe working, justbooked it. And | textmy boyfriend at the
time and hey, | have this deal. Do you thinkyou can come? Oh, this might notbe agood timefor work. | text
my friend, like, hey, do youthink you could come? No, | don't think so. And| said, okay, screw t, like, I'm
going no matter what. And thatwas the beginning of aone-week road trip solo across the southerncoast
of Iceland.

Okay, so | have notyet been to Iceland, so | wouldloveto hear fromyouwhatitis likethere
and what some of the highlights were. And forpeople like me that have notyet been. Can youdescribe
how you planned the trip and what turned out to be some of the most epic moments for you ofthattrip?

Marissa Strang: That tripwas so insane. Ifl tell anyone howit felt like | was in outer space, these are
landscapesthat| have never seen in my life. You look out the windowand it's just mossy rocks for miles



and miles. You can be somewhere and its mountains withsnow caps and covered in snow, glaciers,
waterfalls. There arethese hiking trails withtrees. Itis just the most diverse landscape|'ve probably ever
explored. Planning that tripwas a beast, especially because | was road tripping.| was like, | don'tknow
anything about doing this by myself. And I'm like tryingto plan all these different cities. The southern coast,
you'redriving, it mightbe like you're driving twohours. Andyougo to anotherwaterfall, it's two more hours.
You go to another placeg, it's four more hours. So, it reallyis abeast to drive. And | remember doubting
myselfgoingintoit. Canldothisalone?

But at that point, | had no choice, right? Because everythingwas booked. This tripwas absolutely beautiful.
| started in Reykjavik becausethat's whereyoufly into goingto the Blue Lagoon. And | remember thinking,
thisis something that's been on my bucket list for so long.Itreallyis as blue as it looks like that blue
turquoise waterand steam, and it's just so gorgeous. But | started in Reykjavikand then | wentto the east
and | went along the southern coast, all thesefishingvillages and these different waterfalls, all the way to
theglacier Lagoon, which I'm probably going to screw upthe pronunciation, but it's like Jokulsarlon Glacier.
Andlwent all the way across this coast. So going across the southern coast, there are many beautiful
waterfalls. It'slike Skogafoss. AndI'm goingto mess up all the names because the pronunciationis tough,
butit's all these beautiful waterfalls across the southern coast.

Andthenyou can keep goingup to Vik, thefishing village. Butl didn't makeit up thatfar. | wentup tothe
glacier and saw Diamond Beach. It's huge, sparkling little pieces of icebergs that have broken off and
washed up onto shore. And the black sand beach is gorgeouswith these basalt columns that have formed
overyears and years fromvolcanic sediment. It's all these beautiful landscapes that you would never
imagine. And then after goingall the way to the east, | turned around and | went up westto the western
peninsula, which is Snaefellsnes, the Snaefellsnes Peninsula. And| road tripthat for aday. | was actually
supposedtogo onatourforthat, but that did nothappenbecause | missed thetour bus. Causel couldn't
get to my hotel or somethingcrazy like that.So, | hopped in the car and I drove and | just madeit aday. But
it was soincredible. And seeing the northern lights, which are surprisingly elusive, was also insane.

Okay, | want to hear yournorthern lights story. And I've seen yourInstagram footage of this
so | havea sense of what the story is, but forfolksthat have never attempted to see thenorthemn lights, can
you describe what you mean by they are elusive? And thenultimately describe what you were able to see
beforeyou leftIceland?

Marissa Strang: So, when | thought of the northernlights, | thought it was just like when you go outat night
andyou seethestars, they'rejust goingto bethere. You're goingto go out and they're going tobe there. And
so, | remember | booked atour, | thinkit was for the first or second night when | was in Reykjavik, togoon a
bus and bewith professional northernlights, finding people. We all loaded on this bus, we drove out maybe
threehours. Itis literally, | think at this point, maybe 12 o' clock in the morning.I'm so tired. | get outofthe
bus. We're standing there for whatseems two hours. We don't see anything. We see little glimmers of
what looks like smoke or something. AndI'm like, what isthat? And|'m just extremely disappointed. There
are apparently all these factors withthe magnetic field of the Earth, cloud coverage, and all of these things
that | did not know about.

And so, | just remember being very disappointed. Okay, | guess I'm not goingto seethelights. | was there
forawholeweek and did not see thelights at all until the last nightbefore | was set to leave. The airport
from Reykjavik, the capital, is about an hour away. So, | decided, let mejust book this random little airport
hotel right nextto theairport for myflightthe nextmorning. And | was so exhausted at that point, so | slept



theentireday. And | mean the entire day. | got to the hotel at maybe 10am and | was on and off sleep all the
way, probably until 9pm. Almost 12 hours. Andso, | got outofbed and | checked this little app thattells
you about the magneticfield of the Earth or whatever. | checked this little app and it says like, 55% of
Northern Lights tonight.I'm like, all right, it's probably awash, butwhatever. Let me go outside. So, | grab
my camera, | run outside, and | look up in the sky and | see nothing.

And I turn around and go back in the lobby. | say to the lobby girls, because that was my first solotrip. So,
you know, I'm like, extremely diligent.I'm like, hey, guys, I'm going outside, look for the lights. Ifyoudon't
hearfromme in an hour, here's my number. | still think that'sgood advice. Butl was just outin the parking
lot and they're like, you know, some people actually saw them tonight. You could get lucky. | said, okay. So,
| go back outside and | stand there and | see this gray streak across the sky. I'm like, huh. | had learned from
my tour thatyou don't actually seethe northernlightsin this vivid green most of thetime. Theway thatthe
rodsinyour eyes apparentlyfilter colorat night, youare not goingto seethat stronggreen at night. Your
eyesjustdon'tfilterit that way. I[tusually looks like thatjust on the camera. | seethis gray streak across the
sky and | say, huh, that looks interest.

Andthen | just keep staring. Andmaybe withinthe nexttwo tothree minutes, it opened up in away | did not
expect. It was literally like someone was on the other side of the sky with a paintbrush, justdrawing
streaks and creating a masterpiece in the sky. And | just rememberbeing in that parkinglot alone and there
was nobody there. It was just me with mycamera. And | just remember staringup in the sky and beingin
awe ofthisincredible thing thatwas happening in front of me. And yeah, thatwas my story of how | saw the
northern lights and didn'tsee them for the entire week, but saw them the night before | left.

That's so amazing. Well, youmentioned yourthen boyfriend, now husband. Since we last
hung out together ayear ago, yougotmarried. So, first of all, congratulations. | have notyet met your
husbandin person,but | have seen abunch offootage of you twotravelingtogether,and you are absolutely
adorabletogether. So, | am so happy and so excited for you.And then after you got married, youwenton
your honeymoon.And | haveto ask you about this because of all the places in the world thatyou could
select, and I'm always curious what world travelers would select for ahoneymoon destination. You and
your husband chose Egypt, which | appreciate so much becausel lived in Egyptfor aboutayear. It was
actually thevery first destination | wentto when | became a digital nomad.

So, asyou know, I lived in D.C. for about sevenyears, and then | lived in LA for about sevenyears after that.
That was my last permanent base. And thereason | went to Egyptfor ayearis becausel was ina
relationship at the time. And my relationship partner was doingher PhD at UCLA and she was Egyptian
American and she was doing her PhD in Egyptian history. Andso, we were living together.We'd been
together for fouryears at the time. Andso, one day she comes home and she's, yes. So, | gotto go to Cairo
for ayearto do my dissertationresearch. Andl was like, cool. | was like, cool. I'm location independent. I'll
go to Cairo forayear. Let's do that. And so, | had already shifted tobuildingmy ownremote business and
all of that. And I wasjustlivingin LAbecausel loved laand | was in arelationshipin LA and | was just there.
I didn't have any business purpose there.| was working remotely, but | was in la. So, | was like, yeah, let's
goto Cairo foryou. Let's do that.

And we actually, technically, for people thatactually know my specific story, | was like,youknowwhat? If
we'regoing to Cairo for ayear, we're getting rid of all of our stuffin LA. Wedon't need to be herefor the
summer, so let's go somewhere on the way to Cairofor three months, because pretty much anyplacein
theworld is cheaper than LA anyways. And then we'll goto Cairo. And so, we picked Buenos Aires,



Argentina, which is ontheway to.That's onthe way to Cairo, isn'tit? From LA-ish. Roundabout, is it? Kind
of, sort of. So actually, technically, the veryfirst place | went was BuenosAires, and some people know
that story for three months. Butthen after BA, | wentto Cairo, and we lived in Cairo for nine months,
actually. Butwehad previously gone there for like two months acoupleyears earlier because she needed
to do some stuff. So, we went for two months and then we're like, all right, we're moving there. And we
went therefortheyear. And so, while we were there, of course, then my sister came over and wetraveled
around Egyptand stufflikethat. It was areally special year. | have alot of love for Egypt justbecause of
how long | spent there and howdeeply | was able toimmersein all that.

And of course, oneofthethings | love aboutyours, becauseI've seen yourvideos and it's amazing. Like,
you did such abeautifully spectacular job. Like, | was actually really quite touched by how beautifully you
represented the different parts of Egypt and the different temples that you went to. It really came across in
the quality of your videography and yourcontent creation, how special these places wereto you. Andjust
in general. So, thetributethatyoucreated, | think, through your content, reallytouched me and was really
special and wonderful. Butobviously even more special than that for you is the fact that it was your
honeymoon. Andso.So, let's juststartwith you and yourhusbandare choosing a destination. Howdo you
land on Egypt?

Marissa Strang: First of all, thankyou so much. That actually means alot, | think, whenanyonewhohas
lived in a place or someonewho grew up thereis alocal says that my contentrepresented somewhere.
Well, that means alot moreto methan anything becauseyoualwayswant torepresentaplaceand do it
justice, right? And so, yeah, the Egyptthing, it'sso crazy because we didn't quiet picked thatfirst. ltreally
was just another, | guess maybe arunningtheme of my lifeis things just happen sometimes. And so, my
husband and |, wewere going back and forth about ahoneymoon destination and we could not agree. | am
morethan willing tosay we went back and forth about it probably forlike months.

| wanted to do Vietnam. He is a magnet for mosquitoes and | don'tknow why. He just was like, I'm worried
about the mosquitoes. | don't wantto go. | was like, all right, fine. He wanted todo South Africa. He's
already been twice. | was like, I'm not going somewhere you've been before. We're going toexperience
somewhere new together. We wantedto do Italy, but the time of year that we needed to go, there were
going to beall these places we wanted to visit and they were going to be all closed for the season. So, we
had justwent aroundand around, around in circles and | was tired. And so, oneday I'mjuststandingin the
kitchen cooking dinner and he just walksin the kitchen and goes, whatif we do Egypt? And | literally looked
athimand said, okay, great, let'sdo it. | guess part of it was exhaustion of this conversation ofhowwe
reached this point. But also, | had alwayswantedto go to Egypt. So, I'm like, okay, this will be adventurous
andit's a little different than whatmost people do. And I'm always aboutdoing somethingfor the plot. So, |
was like, okay, let'sdoiit.

So, we had chosen Egypt. Somewhere alongthe way of me trying to startplanningthis thing, and this thing
was a beast. | feel like logistically, I'm not sure howit is with you.And having been like someonewhollived
there, logistically, | feel like gettingaround Egyptcan be a beast. Ifyou don't have the local personoryou
don't have any roots there, it can be pretty confusingto planall ofthe missing pieces and put it together.
This puzzle of what was supposed to beour 11-daytrip, we decided we were going to goand we were
trying to startplanningit. And somewhere along the line, my friend, nowfriend, butat thetimeshewas a
total stranger, had cold emailed me. Her name's Anina and sheruns a Latina Self-care but also group
travel, acompany called the World WithinUs. Andshe had reached outto me and was like, hey, | just want



to connect with another entrepreneur. I'm Anina, | livein New Jersey, New York area, and | plan trips for
groups and let's connect. So,we hopped onthe phone and through our conversation, | discovered that she
had been to Egypt seven times. And | was like, girl, | need your help. And it's so funny because as a self-
sufficient traveler, | like to plan everything myself. But at this point | was like, | need your help.

And so, she planned this amazing tripfor us for 11 days. We started in Cairo; we did the whole circuit. We
did the Nile cruisefrom Aswan to Luxor, and thenwe ended in Hurghada and at the beach, and then we
went back to Cairo. But it was amazing. Butin the meantime, | think something reallyimportant tomention
is the day before we left, the current administrationissued awarning forall travelers toreturn fromEgypt
immediately. There was alist of 40 countries that they said, let's go ahead and return ourtravelers. Ifyou're
American, come back. And Egypt was on thelist. So, we had this veryreal conversation the day before our
honeymoontrip that we had already paid for in full and made the mistake of not buying travelinsurance.
Usually, | do. Thistimel didn't. | was like, we're goingno matter what. | didn'thave any travel insurance.
Now we have this question, should wego?

Andwetalked to our local guides, and firstand foremost, | think the local people have more knowledge
about asituation than anyone else could anywhere. Andthey said, you should come. Everything'sgreat.
Andwesaid, okay, let'sdoit. And | just remember this feeling hanging in the air between us as we were like
packing our bags and gettingready toleave. Butwestill decided this is somethingwe should do. And we
went. And it was the most beautifultime. It was incredible. The people were so niceto us. We had such a
great timethere.

So, |, asyou know, went through all of your Instagram video contentin detail. And as | said, |
was personally justemotionally moved by how you represented the differentplaces in Egypt thatyou saw.
| thoughtit wasreally spectacular. Butl'm curious for youand your husband how you actually experienced
some of these places. And for peoplethat have never been to Egyptand they've neverseen any of these
places, one ofthethings that I really lovedis how much ofthe countryyousaw and you wentto Cairoand
you went to Luxor and the Karnak Temple and those types of things. Butthenyoualso went tosome places
that aremoreddifficult to get to. Youwent to the Temple of Horus at Edfu. Youwent all the way downto Abu
Simbel. You spent timein Aswan. | was so happy thatyou saw so much ofthe country and the way that
you represented. It was just amazing. But I'm curious, just foryou, too, as travelersand also honeymooners
who arethere at a very special momentin your life, what were for you some of the most special highlights
of that trip, and justdescribe what some of these places are like for people that have never heard of Abu
Simbel orthe Temple of Horus or the Karnak Temple or some of these places that youwent.

Marissa Strang: | think Abu Simbel is definitely one ofthe most beautifultemples I've ever seen in my life,
or historicsites, ifthat'sthe more proper term. Butit was so incredible. Whenyouwalk up to it, | just
remember feeling so small. It's these four statues in thefront that are standing tall, guarding the entrance.
Andyou just can'treallywrap yourhead around the fact that this wasn'teven located in the place that it
currently is. They had toextract it piece by piece and rebuild it for people to be able to visit it. So, it's this
huge project ofthem extracting afull temple and rebuilding it so that people couldhave the privilege of
being ableto visit at this historic site. Butgoing to Abu Simbel and just beinginside, seeing the
hieroglyphics, seeing all these amazing pictures thatrepresent different stories and offeringsand different
goddesses, Isis, and all these differentfigures in Egyptianhistory. | feel likeyou haveto bethereto
experienceit, becauseyou can'treally wrap your mindaround how olditis, and you can't reallywrapyour
mind around the fact that you're standing in this place where all this history was made.



History that you studied in historybooks and you were in social studies class maybe when youwere third
grade and you heard aboutit, but now you're standing there having thatexperience and, of course, sharing
it with my husband. There were just so many moments onthis tripwhere we were pinchingourselves, like,
how is this even possible? And, of course, everyone knows the pyramids of Giza, but | feel like it deserves
allthehypethat it gets, becausethereis no part of you, thereis no version of yourbrain that is ableto wrap
your head aroundhowbig these Pyramidsare and the fact that even 5,000 years later, after they've been
built, they're still debating on what the actual purpose of them was. Yes, theywere burial chambers, of
course, butthere are other different mystical things we don'thave to getinto. Everyone can do their
research, but there are so many different thingsaboutthem thatyoujust can't understandthatmoment
beingin a bucket list place. | think anyone who's had abucket list experience that they've always wanted to
see knows that feeling of excitementwhen you firstwalk up and you see it with your own eyes. You're like,
wow, | cannot believe this.

| also want to ask you aboutthetimethat you spentin Nubia. Forpeople thatdon'tknow,
Nubiais in southern Egypt and northern Sudan as the historical region of Nubia, and thatincludes Aswan.
And | know you went there and you spent time in the Nubian village.| have said publicly on this podcastin
allmy travels, perhapsthekindest, sweetest, most thoughtful humans I've ever met in my life anywhere on
the planet arethe Nubians. | was blown away by alevel of hospitality that justfloored me. And I'm curious,
what was your experience like? Andfor people that have maybe never heard of this region and are not
familiar with Nubia, what did you learn goingthere? And whatwas your experience like spending time with
the Nubia?

Marissa Strang: You knowwhat? | will say | feel like that's one place that | reallywish | spentmoretime.
Because, likeyou said, when | got there and it was around, like, sunset time, so we were just goingtowards
theend of theday. But beingin the Nubian village and gettingto meet the people there, theywere so kind.
And | felt so incredibly welcomed by them being there. And they're like, oh,youlooklike me, or, oh, my
family, or, oh, welcome home. These little phrases they would say. When | was there, | remember just
feeling this sense of, | belong here and they're happyto seemehere. And | loved to be able to experience
that. Butwe had goneto thisplace where they had created music withdrums, and we sat in the living room
of this space and just had this delicious hibiscus teawith them and fellowshipped and talked, and they
werejust so sweet and so welcoming and just walkingaround the village, all the people, theydidn'texpect
anything fromyou.

So, if you wanted to justsee their shop or they have all these beautiful artworks outside of their house,
represent their family name, and havingthe key of life and different symbols. Andl love art. So, there was
justamoment wherel said, oh, | just wantto be ableto wander aroundand lookat the artwork and look at
thecolors. And I remember that anytime |l saw ahouse or like, | was just intrigued by theirartwork or by
what their paintingsthat they had, they'dbe like, oh, comein. Look,youdon'thave to buyanything,you
don't haveto eat anything,youdon'thaveto do anything. Justcomein and look. Andtheywere just happy
to haveyou there, justadmiringtheir homes, admiringthe artwork. Andso, | just really felt this sense of
family, this sense of sweetness that | wish | spent more time there, honestly, becauseit really was, likeyou
said, such a warmth, ahospitality, and akindness thatis so unique.

I am so happy that you did yourhoneymoonthere and thatit was so special for you guys. |
also wantto ask you about other places in the Middle east where you have spent time.l knowyoualso,
within the last coupleyears,went toJordan. Can youshare what yourexperience was likein Jordan?



Marissa Strang: Yeah. So that was another tripwhere it was another time that | felt like it was so needed
for me tovisit there and to also tell my story online. Evenwith the Egypt story, | feel like people havethese
preconceived notions and maybe misconceptions aboutplaces, aboutpeople and what they're like. And
so, Egypt was definitely one ofthose places that | wantedto make surel did its justice online. ButJordan
was also another one of those places that | thought was.Was so important todo thatjustice online,
especially when it comes to travel and the hospitality story of these tourism operators whoarelosing
revenueovernight.

I remember when | wasin Amman and | was taking this tour with alocal operator, and he saysto me, | used
torun about twotours aday. Now I'm luckyif | run five in amonth because of how much the tourism had
lessened. And so, Jordan was areally special experience for me because | felt like | was there doing
something reallyimportant. When it came to sharing contentonline. | felt like | was able to share this story
andto support the local peopletherewhocreate thesetours and help supporttourism and hospitalityin
theregion andjust being ableto tell everyone, look, this is a beautiful place with beautiful people. |
remember being at this party one nightand the girls were teaching me, have you seen that dance called the
Dabke?

Of course.

Marissa Strang: Yes, they're like, teaching mehow todo it. | thinkl'm a pretty good dancer, butl was
struggling, I'm not goingto lieto you. | was like, do | kick? Do | jump? Now | don'tknow what's goingon, but
I justremember being with them under the desert sky, learning how to do that and learning about their
cuisineand their culture and getting tomeet these different tourism and hospitality operators that were
women led and were using their revenue. | went to onerestaurantwhere theywere usingtheir revenue to
help the children and create childcare opportunities for workingwomen. And so, it was really such a
special experience getting to experience that Jordanian hospitality. | feel like that Jordanian hospitality, the
tea and all thesethings, it's something so uniqueto their culture. Hospitality runs through their veins, and
welcoming peoplerunsthroughtheirveins. It's notsomethingthey do as afakeness or for money or
whatever else. They do it because they genuinely are just people wholike welcoming peopleinto their
culture. Andso, | really appreciatedthat.

Marissa, listen, I've done Palestine solidarity workfor, like, 25 years, so the number of Arab
partiesthat | have been to and the number of Dabke s that | have either seen or attempted to participatein
are plentiful. So, foryour Jordantrip, though, I'm also curious, again, for people that have never been to
Jordan, what were some of the most spectacular momentson your trip? And |'ve seen some ofyour
videos. So, | have seen you walking into Petra and | have seen some ofthese things. Butfor peoplethat.
That don't even know what this looks like, they're just listening to this audio podcast and maybethisis their
first-time hearing about some ofthese places. What for you did it feel like? And can you describe what
some of those moments were likein Jordan?

Marissa Strang: Yeah. | love thatyoubroughtup Petra. Of course, that's something that | wouldberemiss
notto mention, but Petrawas insane. ltwas even better thanl| could have everimagined. Justwalking in
and you'relike kind of in this slot canyon as youwalk up to it. So,youcan't really see much, but you're
walking through the slot canyon, you're waiting for that grand moment. Andthen whenit does happen and
it opens up and you seethetreasury buildingand all its glory carved into this solid rock over athousand
years ago, and you're looking at it and you can't even wrap yourbrain around it, you really can't, because it's
something thatyou've only seen in pictures and you're gettingto seeitin real life.



Andthestoneisthis gorgeous deep orange color, and it's just so beautiful. And something that | feel like
most people don't know and something that | certainly didn'tknow is that Petrais so much morethan just
thetreasury building. That's like the posterchild, | feel like, for everyone when theylearn aboutit. Butthen
you go through and you realize it's an entire ancient city. So, there are all these different buildings, all these
different religious sites and places where maybe peopleinhabitit. Andit's all carved into the rest rock,
which you can't understand. Like,howdo they even carve all of this? How do youcarve awhole city into
rock? And it's also interesting of howit was lost for so long.

So now you're seeing these water systems they had years and years ago to somehow bring flowing water
tothedesert. And you can'treally understand. It's something youjusthave to be thereto understand and
to see. But asfar asdescription, | wouldjust say these brightorange stones thathave been carved into a
cityinthesside ofrock, you can't even understand it. So being there and seeing Petrawas somethingthat
almost felt spiritual in away at times. I'm not even sure why, but | just remember breaking off fromthe
group and, like, walking alone and just, like, strolling through and feeling this sense of there's so much that
happened here. It used to be atrade hub for the Middle East. Gettingto picture thatin yourhead of what
actually was here was absolutelyinsane.Butl'd also say driving through the Wadi Rum Desert is another
thing that | would say was crazy. Itis literally just miles and miles, as far asyou can see of desert and these
beautiful rock formations.

Andyou justfeel thesun and you're walking through and it's, wow, | can't believe thisisreal. It almost
messes with your head alittle bit. You'rellike, is thisadream?Is this asimulation? Can't believeit. | think
I'd also bring up the Dead Sea, of course. Getting to floatin the Dead Sea, and you're like, | can't drown
here. It's so salty thatl can't drown. Now, thatis one thing|I'm willingto say | will neverdo again, probably
ever. Becauseitis sensory overload in the water. Super salty. It's on your skin. Itfeels oily for somereason
with the minerals, like, oilyon your skin. Ifyoueven get the teeniest, tiniest bit of water to splash in your
eye, you'regoingto be screaming in pain. It'sanother moment whereyou haveto do it for the plot. So, |
wentin and | floated and got to experience that. And that was also just an incredible thing to experience.

Well, you mentioned that there are alot of misrepresentationsaboutthe Middle east region,
about Jordan, and that you wanted todebunksome of those misrepresentations. I'm curious for you, did
you realize that beforeyou even planned this trip and wentover there? Or were there things thatyou
learned onthetrip? Arethere momentsor conversationswith particular people, whether they're Bedouins
or Palestinian refugees or Jordanian folks thatyou met there on yourtrip that helpedto challenge some of
those stereotypes and thatyouwanted toput outintothe world?

Marissa Strang: | just think starting froma standpoint of safety, | think that'slike. The main thingis people
are like, I'm going to stay away fromthere. Causeit's not safe. And everyone's in survival mode there. And
I'msureto an extent, people arein survivalmode. A high percentage of them are from Palestine, and
they're seeing their families go through thisawful thing right now. So, yes, but no, whenyou're there,
everyoneisvery welcoming. They're happyto seeyou there. They wantyouto experience their country.
They wantyou to experience their culture. They want you tofeel comfortable. They want you to be happy
whileyou're. And | thinkthatwas my first timereally beingin a placethat had areputation of being in
conflict or potentially beingdangerous. And so thatwas definitely something that | considered leadingup
toit.

| consult my friends; | consultthe people around me that have amore expanded worldview than | do.I'm
stillatraveler. I'm still learningmyself. I'm stillgrowing myself. I'm not an experton all subject matters. So, |



remember having these conversations before | went off, how should | prepare myselfto bethere, there?
And what mindset shouldl bein? And then I got there and all of that wentout ofthe windowbecause|'m
like, I'm having the time of my life. I'm having so muchfun. | don't feel like I'min danger. | don't feel like I'm
not safe at any moment. In fact, | feel maybe more safe herethan | do at home sometimes. Let's talk about
that. Let's clock that. | feel more safe herethan | feel at home. And so, it's just so Importantto think for
yourselfand talk to people ontheground and gothere, live it for yourself.

Anotherplacethat | wantto ask youaboutisIndia. | feel like some ofthe best travel stories
come fromIndia. So anytime I'minterviewing people that have been to India, | always wantto ask about
their Indiaexperience. So, for you, can you give the contextof this trip? What places in Indiadid yougo to?
Andthen what was your experience likein India?

Marissa Strang: Indiawas the most insane sensoryoverload of aplace that | have ever been toin my
entirelife. If|had to use two words to describeit, thatis exactly what | would say is “sensory overload”. |
have never been more overstimulated in my entire life.

I lovethat, first of all, because onceyou gothere and thenyougo to aplace like Cairo, for
some people, they land in Cairo and it's like completely overwhelmingbecauseit's just wild. It's like none
of thetraffic lights work. The motorcycleis drivingthe sidewalk. You can't get across the street unless you
walk in front of four lanes of full speed oncomingtraffic. Andthey're just like, wow, this is crazy. But foryou
it'sjust, oh, I'vebeen to India. Thisis nothing,

Marissa Strang: Literally.| remember talking tosomeone and tellingthem, oh, yeah, I'm goingto Cairo. And
they'relike, whoa,it's going to be so crazy. And| thinkl literally said, babe, |'ve been to India. Don't worry.
Like, I'm going to befine. Don't you worrybecausethereis nothing that could be probably crazier than that.
And it's chaotic, but beautifully chaotic, | would say. Beautifully chaotic. Overstimulating in all the ways. It
was like motorcycles, cows, elephants, tuk-tuks, cars, trucks, like seven differentmodes of transportation
ontheroad andyou'rejust walking. And| still remember learningto crossthe street and myguy justbeing
like, you haveto justwalk. And | was like, justwalk. I'm like, arethey goingto stop? Andhe's no, just walk.
I'm like, all right. So, it started off with being skittish and being like, oh, I'm trying to walk through the traffic
and | don't know whatto do to gettingto a point where | remember the bike, tuk-tuk or pedicab was
coming, and | just walked in frontofit and put my hand onthe handlebars and looked himinthe eye to
establish my dominance and just keptwalking through.|'m like,you're notgoing to run me over today, sir.

So, wait, so what cities wereyou in? What was the scope of this trip? Where were you?

Marissa Strang: | was there for the World Tourism Summit, which is aglobal summit everyyear to talk
about communitytourism. Andaside from the summit, we do sometravel around.So | went to Delhi,
Mumbai, Jaipur, Agra. Of course, we wentto the TajMahal, which was beautiful. But you knowwhat? | have
to say thatthe TajMahal was not my highlight of India, although people would maybe be very surprised
about that. What was the highlightfor me personally was actually the people gettingto talk topeople. We
went to this cafe called Sheroes Hangout, where, youknow, alot of women in India especially, maybeit's
starting to lessen nowbecause new laws have been putin place. Butalot ofwomenin Indiahad been
victims of asset attacks. And for those of you who may be not familiar with that, it's when someone
approaches someone with avat of essentially acid and pretty muchburns their face off. And it's really
gruesome. A lot of thetimes it happens because women arerejecting advances from men.



So, if aman approaches them and asks them on adate and they say no, and aman decides, I'm going to
getrevenge onyou,they would throw acid on someone and it pretty much ends. Whatwould betheir
chancestoget work orto live anormal life? Becausein India, alot of times when people go through stuff
like this, is that maybe like the same context of what you imaginein the U.S. where people maybe
reintegrate intosociety and get jobs and maybe they have atough life, butthey're ableto have work and
stufflikethat, you would be essentially excommunicated from society. You aren't reallyableto move
through society as anormal person after that.

And so, this place called Sheroes Hangout gives women a second chance. Women who have been victims
of these acid attacks. And | remember one case that was really moving forme was awoman who didn't
even know thatthe man was interested in her romantically. | guess he had just created this fantasy from
afar that heloved her and wanted tobe with her. Andhe never even communicated that to her, buthe still
decided to attack her with acid. And so that for me was just like areally emotional time, hearing these
stories from thewomen, beingwith them and being at this cafe with them. They greeted us with coffee, we
had lunch, and we all got to hear from them firsthand. These stories that they wentthroughand howthey
reclaiming their life that someoneintended to take away from them in away that almostfeels alittle bit
worsethan death, ifnot on par. Becausel'm notkilling you, I'm just subjecting you tolife that doesn'teven
feel like life anymore.

And so, it was really amazing to seethese women, but they also had such joy. Andthat'sthe part thatI'm
like stuck on, isthey were so joyful.| remember we wanted to take selfies together and theywere like
putting up peace signs and smilingand they're like, oh, get a picture of me like this. Get a picture of me like
this. And they like, were just so joyfuland so welcoming. And | will neverget over thatin asociety that has
always historically been patriarchal, and seeing women reclaim their narrative by, first of all, having workin
general can be an act of rebellion. Being financiallyindependent can be an act of rebellion. After having
your life almost taken away fromyou, it was so powerful and it's justsomethingthat| think I'IL never forget.

Andthen gettingto see some other womenled businesses there, Pink City Rickshaw, which is awoman
led chauffeur service. And then this other one called Tenacious Bee where women are making honey. | got
to meet some women who had left their village for the veryfirst time that day justto tellus abouttheir
honey and come meet with us and show us their product. And it was amazing. They're like, this is my first
time out of my village. It's my firsttime taking.| thinkthey tookatrain. It'stheir first time taking the train and
first timeleaving their village. And | gotto meet them. So yeah, TajMahal was great. Butif someone asked
me what was the highlight of India, I'd probably say learning tocross the street and also gettingto meet the
women there and gettingto talkto them.And thatwas just soincredible.

What impact do you thinkthatoverall, Indiaexperience had onyou as atravelerand as a
person going forward?

Marissa Strang: It continued to create asense of open mindedness that I've always tried tohave, but not
necessarily have always had the opportunity to exercise.When you're actually in aplace like that and you
hear so many things, people always have something tosay about India and just beingthereyourselfand
understandingit and gettingto seeitin real life and understand thereis abeauty to the chaos, there'sa
beauty to thecraziness. The people arejust so kind and just excited foryouto be there. Thatwas one ofthe
places that of coursel experienced a lot of curiosity because maybethey didn't always see people who
looked like me. Maybe theywantedto take pictures together to ask where I'm from. | wanted toknowmy
story. I thinkthat's maybe aplacethat | got alot morelocal interactionthan what | don'talwaysnecessarily



get. Just being ableto, totalk to people, beingable to expand myworldview and being able to say yes, I've
beentoIndiaandyes,it's crazy, butit's also abeautiful place and hearing people's stories and seeing
especially thewomen.

I've always been achampion of women'srightsand I've alwaysknown how important itis. Butthat's
always from my perspective as aperson from the U.S. that's my perspective as an American. But getting to
gointo ahistorically patriarchal society and see women whoare pushing back and creatingtheir own
businesses and, and it's this ongoing effort gettingto see that it made me even more proud. It added a
sense of prideto me as a woman. To continue supporting women led businesses and women led stories
andto continueto do that onmy platformbut also withmy dollar. Cause that's really the best way you
coulddoitis supportthroughmoneyand where you can realistically buy products or supportingtheir
services. | think that it helped reinforce to me the importance of supportingwomen led businesses.

And now that'ssomethingl even look for moving forward through my travels is how can | supportany
community that's disadvantaged in a part of the world through spending my money withthem.And that's
wherel really understood the impact of community led tourism and making surethatwhenyou're
traveling,you're usingyour dollars and places and with tour operators thatare supporting the people who
are local onthe ground tryingto change their lives and push forward for amore progressive society where
they are.

Allright,we'regoingto pause here and call that the end of part one. Ifyouwould like to hang
outin person with meand Marissa, we are both going tobe atthe WITS Travel Creators Summitin
Chattanooga, Tennessee May 29thto 31st, 2026. | will putalinkin the show notes for whereyou can get
your ticket and ifyou are going togo be sureto send me adirect message on Instagram
@maverickshowpodso that we can plan to link up at the event. We're going to put that linkin the show
notes, along withdirect links to everything else that we have discussed in this episode, including all ofthe
ways tofind, followand connect withMarissa.And be sureto tunein to the next episode to hear the
conclusion of my interview with Marissa Strang. Good night, everybody.
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