Myguest todayis Wazha Dube. Heis an expat world traveler and the Africa collection
manager at Index Select, a marketing and representation firm for luxurytravel and hospitality brands
aroundtheworld.He has traveled and worked with brands across the globe and now concentrates on
promoting his favorite African travel experiences. He currently also serves as thevice president ofthe
Northeast associationfor Promotionof Tourismin Africa. Wazhais passionate about building aglobal
community, sharinghis expatriate background, impactingdiversity and inclusion in travel, and amplifying
BIPOC travel narratives. Originallyfrom Botswana and the U.S. he was raised in six countries on four
continents before the age of 18, and he has now traveled to over 45 countries and been on over 700
African safaris. He currently maintains a basein Do or Dive Bed-Stuy, Brooklyn, New York.

Wzha, welcometo the show.
Wazha Dube: What up? How you doing, man? Thank you for having me on, Matt. It's good to be here.

Good to seeyou, brother. So good to have you on the show. Let's just start off by setting the
scene and talking about where we are recording this interview from today. Unfortunately, we arenotin
person.lamactuallyin Charlotte, North Carolina. And where are you?

Wazha Dube: Yes, just moved to mynew apartment in Bed-Stuyin Brooklyn.

Well, let's kick this off just by going through allittle bit of your background, man, becauseyou
have anincredible upbringing.Six countries on fourcontinents before the age of 18. Can you take us
through thatjourney, whereyou're from and what it was like for you as a kid to move and live in those
different countries?

Wazha Dube: Yeah, man, like you said, I'm an expat or like to say third culture, kid. And myfatherisfrom
Botswana, and my mom was from Philadelphiain the States. But | was actuallyborn in Belgium when my
dad was on Mission. Hewas a diplomat at the time. So, | was born on Mission and then, you know, moved
from Belgium to Botswana, wherel lived for about three years. Then from there | moved my way into
Europe and spent mytime In Sweden, about 4 years in England, and then she moved over to Beijing, China,
for a coupleyears and then went back to England and then wentback to China. And thenfromthere got
transferred again over to New York City, where | was living in New York, actuallyin the cityandthenin
Westchester County before moving to Hawaii, actually, and doing university there before moving back to
the States. So been around here and there over the past year.

Canyou take us back there and share a little bit about how you think thatthatimpacted you?
What wasiit like as a kid when you're moving from Africa to Europe, from Europe to China, can you take us
through some ofthose experiences and throughthe eyes of a kid? What was it like for you to experience
thosedifferent cultures growing up?

Wazha Dube: Yeah, you know, it was pretty interesting because obviouslywhen you'reyoung, you don't
really realize what's happening and all the culture switches and everything. To you,it's just anew place. So,
you know, to me, | don't thinkl actually realized culturally that | was moving around and howit was
affecting me until |l probablygot to about age 9 or 10 when | moved to Beijing. Before that, |I'd already lived
in multiple countries, as | just listed, and it was just kind of adding to myidentity and my culture. What |
assumed was myidentityand culture at the time, | should probably say. And it was a blast. Everysingle
move was a new place, completely new culture, completely new friends, school, languages, government
system, you name. It was different. But | was very lucky, for the most part, to go into international schools.
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So, you had that. You had kind of a central networkand kind of abase for the most partin these areas. So
that was always really amazing. But it was always this mentality that mydad, and thank God, hetaught us
early, was this mentality of like, look, we're here. This is not our home.We're here forajob, orI'mhere fora
job, you guys are with me. And we get the call tomorrow from the president, from the minister that we need
to leave, then we go. And so, it was always that understandingthat, like, you know, we could bein this
place andit'd be the most favorite place in theworld. And for me, one of mybiggest times was probably
livingin London, just having this amazing group of friends and network and then literally coming home one
day and my dad told us, we're moving to China. | knew where Chinawas on a map. And that was kind of
aboutit atthetime, other than,you know, like movies and acouple of things. And we left withinaboutfive
weeks ofthat. And so that's kindofhow it was, you know, for the first 18 years of my life, is that
understandingthat you have your homes back in Botswanaand in the States, but everythingyou are here,
thisis alltemporary.

And how was the China experience for you? Because you learned Mandarin. | mean, that
was a big part of your life and your upbringing. Like, how was thatexperience for you at thetime? And how
did that allimpact your identity and stuffas you moved on into college and stuff?

Wazha Dube: Yeah. So, you know, before | moved to China, | really obviouslylived in Sweden, |'d lived in
Botswana, | lived in England and Belgium.Butl'd never really had in my opinion, whatl can sayis moreof a
kind of embracing my international identity as well as my African and my American identities at the same
time. And as weird as it sounds, China and Beijing in 1996 was a melting pot for international people. So,
when | got there, that was actually probablythe coolestplacel could have lived at the time. Best move
ever for me at thattime. | had agroup of friends, which I'm still friendswith to this day. We speak almost
every day from around theworld. Differentcolors, creeds, genders, everything, you nameit. Everyone was
different religions, and it was this community that yourkind of didn't have in the other places becauseit
wasn't so much of an expat centric destination. Whereas here in China, everyone, unless you're Chinese,
everyone's a foreigner. So, you had to quickly cometo grasp with that and then also kind of find your lane,
which madefinding the communitykind of very easy because you knew kind of where to look.

Andthentellmealittle bitabout. Becausel know that, as you mentioned, you had thatreally
deep connection withyour friends and stuffthat you met there. And you guys, whenyou left China, you
agreed that you were going to meet back up for a backpacking trip. Can you talk a little bit about that and
how that dovetailed with the Olympics and what that was like for you?

Wazha Dube: Oh, man. Yeah, that was. So, to this day, obviously, | workin travel and | love to travel around
theworld. Butto this day, that's easily myfavorite trip I've ever done. Let me start off with that. So, it all
started in 2002. We were in Beijing at going to high school at the time, and Chinawas bidding forthe
Olympics. And so, the Olympic Committee had cometo all the different cities around the world to seeif
their cities were suitable. And all that stuffthatthe Olympic Committee does. And what mostpeopledon't
know, which I thinkis hilarious, it was winter. It was freaking freezing in the wintertime. And whoever's been
to northernChinain winter knows it's very much like New York. This is brick fucking cold.

And so, there's a lot of pollution in China. So, the government had actually decided theywere going to shell
thecloudsorseetheclouds. I thinkthat's whatthey call it nowadays when you can actually make it snow.
So, wewere in school, and we heard these cannons going offin the background, like, becausethere'sa
military base kind of closeto us. And you kept hearing these, like, explosionsgoing off. And all ofasudden,
acouplehours,it's snowing. Lightsnow, butit's snowing. So, Beijing essentially does this whole massive



performance, | guess you could say, to win the Olympic bid. And so, when theywant it. We knew that that
was theyear that we were also going to be graduating college, 2008. So, abunch ofus. And I mean, when |
say a bunch over, like, maybe of five grades, over maybe 200 kids, all of which were friends, you know, in
different networks, whatever, said, you know, let's all come back to Chinain 2008. Rain, hail, sleet, or
snow, we'll comeback mygrade.

Luckilyenough, we were going to be graduated. It's going to be our first summer break before working. And
so, we made a promise. Awhole bunch of us made apromiseto comeback in 2008. So, we all go. You
know, we leave schools, we go to our universities, we go on with ourlives. And thenthat call came around
maybe 2006. Facebook was out, thankGod, and all of us were still talking. Itwas like, all right, guys, it's
timeto plan. Like, we got the Olympics to go to. And we're like, oh, that plan is still on. Hell, yeah, that plan
is still on. We promised this to each other when we were, like, 16. So lo and behold, everyone's spending
thelastyear in college, that last couple months, makingplans to get back to China. Some of our friends
still lived in China. Their parents might have still been workingin China, butthe vast majority of us had left.
So, awhole crew of us get down from. My crew is probably maybe 30, 35 people that came down.

And about aweek and a halfbefore the Olympics, me and three other friends with no planwhatsoever met
up atour friend's place, and we're like, you know what? Let's go backpack. Like, we've got a week and a
halfbefore the Olympics starts. Let's just go backpack as far south as we can with the limited funds and
limited knowledge we have of backpacking through China, and let's just see what we can do. So, we took
planes, trains, ferries, boats. | wentto the Yangtze River. | went to Xi' An. We went to ancient cities. We
went, you know, ferrying down the Yangtze River. We did all these things and made it from Beijing all the
way down to Shanghai, and, you know, got lostin multiple ways. Tooklocal shipsand all these things. And,
you know, thank God | spoke Mandarin at the time, and myfriends and | all spoke Mandarin, because first
off, wedon't look Chinese. Not any of us, even me half Asian friend.

And we backpacked through thewhole countryand just loved it. [twas the most amazing summer. And we
gotto see friendsthat took usin, and we made new friends along the way, and, you know, justreally got to
see the countryin away that we'd never seen it as kids, even though, you know, the school would take us
outonthesetrips. So, you know, we madeit all the way down to Shanghai, and we have about three days
left to get it back to Beijing. And we literally make it back the morning of the opening ceremony, and lo and
behold, we get back to my friend's house, where we actually made this plan to head back south. And
everyone else has already arrived. So, the whole 35 people were all there, and there was a massive party
forthe opening ceremony, and that was the first twoweeks ofthat tripofwhat wouldbe six weeks in China
traveling around.

Wow. So, what were some of the highlights of that? Andlet me also just preface this by
saying that | have never been to mainland China. It is a massive, inexcusable void in my travel experiences.
I've been to Hong Kong, I've been to Macau, and mainland China. | feelis just throughthis enormous place
that deserves anincredible amount of mytime and attention. And | just see so many amazing things from
China. What wouldyou recommend for folks to see, to visit? What were some of your personal highlights
or favorite things that people should definitely do if they're going to spend sometimein mainland China.

Wazha Dube: Well, first off, of course, the Great Wall. I've been going to the Great Wall. Well, | don'treally
go anymore, | should say. But when | was living there, we would literally go, you know, once amonth to the
Great Wall. So fun fact, thereis a slide, kind of atoboggan slide on the back of the, ofthe, of the Beijing side
of the Great Wall that you can take down to get back to the bottom. So, we'd go and go slidedown the



Great Wall sincel was like in 5th grade. Even did it on that trip when | went to the Olympics. Very fun. | did
crash. Well, myfriend crashed into me, | should say. And now mywatch is still up on that hillin the Great
Wall of China. Tryto look for it. Never going to find it. But you know, like you said, Chinais massive. It
borders 17 countries. Thereis so much of that countryto explore. | mean, | got to see, obviously going to Xi,
an, thefirst capital, learning about the Terracottawarriors, going down the Yangtze River, seeing the Three
Gorges Dam and understanding that a small cityin China can be like 2 million peopleis something thatyou
really have to kind of get your, get your mind around.

So, you know, seeing these mega cities that were popping up at the time, you know, that was also 2008,
when China, it was China's coming out party. So that was like a massive, just areally amazing, massive
timeto be there. | think one of the most amazing things for me was, you know, travelingfrom northto south.
I never trulyappreciated that | was taught Mandarin in a Beijing northernaccent. | just thought, you know,
we could usethat anywhere we went. And the further south we went, people speak with southern accents.
And so, you know, these northern Mandarin speakingforeigners would cut, you know, none ofwhich look,
Chinese are making their way down through China and speaking, interacting witheverybody. And we're
ordering thefood just the waywe do back home in Beijing and everything. Andthe peopletook usin like,
like we were their children. It was amazing. People wanted to take photos with us. One storyl will sayl was
in Xi'An with somefriends.

And so, Chinahas agreat party scenetoo. You need to find your clubs and your restaurants and your bars
and allthat. Don't sleep on it. Beijing and Shanghai and many other cities are amazing. But I'lL tell you this
onestory. When | was in Xi' an at some bar, somefriends and the Bar wanted to kick us out because they
wanted to close, but we wanted to keep on going. But, you know, we didn't reallyintend to just stay out that
night or go out. So, we werereally wearing what could only be described as basketball shorts and tees and
athletic gear. And this bartender is like, yo, go to this club. It's like, just down the block. Go there. Go check
itout. Tellthemthat| sentyou. We're like, okay, well, go do that. And so, we get to thedoor, and the
bouncer off the bat to meis like, thisis all in Mandarin, mind you. It's like, whoa,whoa, what are you doing?
You can'tcomein. And |l told themthat | was part ofthe American basketball team. And myfriends were all
Olympians. We were all pretty tall, and they were like, please, comeonin.

Andwe made friends with the bar, with thewhole crowd thoughtwe were the Olympic team. | made the
bartender feel like | was Yao Ming's best friend. It was amazing. And no one even asked whyw e spoke
Chinese. No one had any questions. Theyjust loved to hang out withforeignersand learn aboutwhere we
were from and everything. So, of course, we all had to be from certain countries to stick with the lie. But it
was just amazing. And everyone was just so fantastic. So, | think just coming through, learningthe culture
of, again, such a massive country. Thefood, the scenes, | mean, just what to do, the social experienceyou
can havethroughout China are just fantastic. And again, there's just so much ofthe countryto see, and so
much | stillhave never been to. It's endless. It's acountrywithendless possibilities in terms of exploration
forthosewho wantto do China.

That's amazing, man. Okay, so after that, so you graduate college, you do this backpacking
trip. And then fromthere, can you talk a little bit about your professional journey, getting into the travel
industryfromthe professional side, and maybe just start off withwhat you majored in in college, and then
where did that take you fromthere?

Wazha Dube: So, thisis actually a pretty funnystory, because | had no intention to join tourism. | want to
start off by saying that | went to school at Hawaii Pacific Universityin Honolulu, Hawaii. Go Sharks. And |



did, like, hospitality 101 as a kind of as an elective course. And it turned outl was reallygood at it. So, the
oneof the professors there, Dr. Grusa, who's stillthis, like, one of my mentors from professors, told me to
switch programs and join himin hospitality program. And | did, becausel really didn't know what| wanted
to do. Anditturned outthat | loved it andjust really, really enjoyed it and was really good at it. And, you
know, I'm atalker, networker, and | was always a salesman. | thought| was going to do marketing and sales,
and thiswas it for me.

So, | started doing the program, but with HPU, and it has areally amazing hospitality program, one ofthe
bestintheworld. One ofthe requirements is that you take 500 hours of internshiphours on top of your
degree. So | went hometo Botswanathat summerand was hanging outwith. With mydad and literally had
been homefor noteven 12 hours. And hetells methat he'd sighed me up to go work at afamous safari
lodgein Botswana called Triple Game. And | was, atfirst, was pretty pissed off. Not going to lie to you,
man. | had just been in Hawaii, the most isolated place on the planet. | was ready to party with myfriends,
my family, just have a good time, you know, but that was notto bethe case. So, | was sent out to go work at
a safarilodge for six weeks. And | was just like, what the hell? I've been to this place as a kid and this is
actuallythefirst placel'd ever gone on safariwhen | was about 8 years old.

And|thought it was amazing, but | didn't wantto work there, you know, so mydad sends meout thereand |
spent six weeks and | met the most amazing safariguides. | learned aboutthe hospitalityindustry and for
thefirst timeworking in Botswana, whichwas amazing, but it was really myfirst time being out of
Gaborone, wherel'mfrom, in the south, and being with now many of myfriends who call myfriends now
many of these amazing, amazing people up in the north working. So, | did that one summer, and | actually,
side note, thoughtl was going to become a safari guide for that summer. | was like, you know what? The
guides would take me out and teach me how to track animals and things like that. And | was like, you know
what? 1 can do this. Absolutely. This is. This is cake. Fun fact, though, about five weeks in, | am sick of the
bush. Get meout. | need cars, I need. | need sirens, | need New York City back.

So, | left and went back to the city and then, you know, spent the rest of the summer back in Botswanaand
then came back to Hawaii. | told a friend of mine the storyabout this, and she was like, do you think we can
go back. Shewas going to graduate same year as me. And | said, yeah, let's, you know, let's seeif we can
doit. And so, we got another internship to go back. | did the same job and this is why it's so important. And |
give the shout outto Chobe gamelaunch. Theyhad invited or my first company, Kern Downeyhad cometo
come visitthe propertyand they pretty much gave them over to me to take care of them. And the owners of
the company couldn'tfigure out, you know, really were kind of not flabbier aghast about this clearly
Botswanaguywith an American accent who lives in Hawaii, but also New York, butalso Botswana, and
speaks Mandarin and all these weird things.

And | asked himif |, if | could get a job. And, you know, | applied for ajob. | did not thinktheywere going to
call me back. I think the owner knowsthe storyverywell, but | did not think| was going to get a call back.
And they called me very soon after that trip and offered me a position to come back to New York. And |
didn't really care where | was going to live. | was really looking at moving back to China, living in Botswana,
wherever, wherever, expat, you know, it doesn't matter for me. So, | got the opportunityto comeback to
New York and take an amazing position, which at thetimel really did not know whatmy positionwas,
working for atour operator. But that's reallyhow it happened. Literally getting a job on safariin themiddle
onthe ChobeRiver in Botswanais how | fellinto this job.



That'samazing, man. And thenl knowyour career has sort of evolved, evolved fromthere in
thetravel industry. Andnow you are with IndexSelect. Can you talk alittle bit about Index Select, what
theydo and specifically the African collection that you have curated and are in charge of.

Wazha Dube: Yes, indeed. So, after leaving that first company, | joined another company, moved over to
therepresentation side. And just to give you background representation, we essentially are the brand
ambassadors and productmanagers for companies thatdon'thave marketing and sales teams here in
North America. So, we do all the work for them, sales calls, meetings, trainings, educationals, all the fun
stuff. And so, | had been working for this company and thenhad left. And two of myvery dear friends, Tyler
and Danielle, had worked at acompeting company. And it was always kind of ajoke between us that ifwe
ever left our companies that we wouldworktogether if ever we could. And they had left their company,
their firm, a little while before that and started Index Select.

So, atthetimethey were, you know, fresh out the gate. Two of theyoungest people with the representation
firmin the country, ifnot the world and killing it really had areally great selection of, of, of clients in their
portfolio. So, | kind of reached out to them and you know, | was, you know, bothin New York, both really
good friends of mine, just kind of picking their brains and | reallywanted to work, work back in the Africa
space. I'd donerepresentation for five years at the time, working all around the world and worked for an
amazing companywith amazing clients. But I felt like | was getting a bit too strained so | really wanted to go
back to workin Africa specifically. So, | mentioned this to Tyler and Danielle and pretty sureit's because
theydidn't want mebeing their competitor and | thinkit worked outfor the best for everybody. Butthey
said, whydon'tyou come and work with us? And| was like, for real working with you two, thatwould
honestlybe like a dream. So that's reallyhow it started. So, you know, theywere like, but you know, you
have to find, go find your own clients.

So, | now made, it's like, okay, I'm just going to focus on Africa. That's all I'm going to do. Like no more
Europe, no more Asiafor me. I'm going to go there. Ifl go there, | go for vacation. That's it. So, | called the
first person | knew | wanted to represent and his nameis Beks Ndlovu. He owns African Bush Camps and
he's always been like an inspiration to me. He's afriend and a mentor and one of the few black hospitalities
brand ownersin theworldat the luxurylevel. And also, he's from Zimbabwe so we moved from Botswana.
I[twas a no brainer and I'd always wanted to work with him so | legit called him up and said, you know, yo,
like l want to work with you, | want to represent you. | knowyou're probably better than most people out
here already. And hetook thechanceon me and I'll, you know, I'LLalways be, you know, in his gratitude for
thatone. And thatwas reallythe big coup because everyone was really looking at ABC African Bush
Camps, oneoftheup and comers.

And so, to have a Zimbabwean companyrun by, you know, owned by aZimbabwean guy thatis being
represented by Botswana American in New York was, you know, a massive move. And then fromthereit
was really about finding more and more companies that fit within, not just my Africa collection, but really
with the Index Select mentality, which was companies thatwe really love to work with. Like, it's. It's not
hard to dowhat | do, but becausethe companies and the brands we work with are amazing. And yes, it's
demanding at times, but, you know, when| get to talk about some ofthe favorite placesin theworldin
Africa, specifically for me that | get to go to and talk about, it just makes life much easier.

That's amazing. Let me ask for your tips for folks who might be listening to this. Cause we
have a lot of world travelers that listen to this, alot of nomads, a lot of aspiring nomads, people thatare
passionate about travel that are either doing it now, want to get into it, that kind of stuff. Stufffor people
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that wantto think aboutpotentially becominga professional in thetravelindustryitself. And going that
route and pursuingtheir passion to actually get into theindustry and make their moneyin the travel
industry, asyou did. And you've, you've worked in different parts of the travel industry, but whattips do you
have for folks that wouldlike to explore that and really tryto succeed in thatindustry?

Wazha Dube: Yeah, | mean, thefirstthing | would sayis thisis a career path that hasto bedriven by
passion more than anything else. The paychecks, they vary. So definitely come in this for the passion, not
the paycheck. But there are so many different positions in this industry. Youdon'thave to necessarily even
to have a degree in travel. I'm one of the few people that | know that actually has adegreein travel and
hospitality. You can come from marketing operations,come fromfinance. You can come from really
anywhere. And there's so manydifferent positions, whether it's sales, marketing, you know, even
accounting, you can. Or you can start your own company, become atravel agent, a tour operator, work in
hotels, and you can always transition. That's the biggest thing is just because you're doing one thing right
now doesn't mean you haveto stick in that particular job. You don't need to go to school forit. It does, in
someplaces, help, but the biggest thingis passion.

And if you want to work on myside, which is of course, abit more of the front ofthe house, then be
adventurous, be passionate aboutthetravels and telling your stories and yourexperiences and beingable
to share that with people and findingawayto find value in the unique experiences that exist outin the
world. Now, ifyou're on the opposite side. Ifyou're on the creative side, if you're in the back ofthehou se,
thenit's all about finding the creative ways to show those messages, whether that's for. Well, forany
different, varying type of client, whether that's the actual traveler or the industryitself, because you can
workinternally or externally. There are so many different ways to do this job, and there's so many different
companiesthat are hungryfor people that are especiallynomads who can do this job from kind of
anywhere, that can travel theworld, that have no problem traveling, that also come from different
backgrounds professionally and bringthatand their travel expertiseinto theindustry,then you're agem.

So, whatwould be sortofthefirst steps? And | mean, maybe sort of frame a little bit about
where theindustryis today? Because when we think about, you know, 25 years ago. Right. And we think of
atravel agentandtherole that aTravel agent played 25 years ago, it's entirely different today with all of the,
you know, the waythat thetravel landscapeis and the, you know, different booking websites and all this
kind of stuff. So, can you share a little bit about just kind of where theindustryis today and where you see
the opportunityforthosefolks? Like you said, they're passionate about travel, and if there's a way that they
could monetizeit and do it professionally, that they'd be passionate about that. Whatwould be thefirst
steps and where are the opportunities in theindustrytoday, do you think, for those people?

Wazha Dube: Yeah, if we're talking about the people thatwant to become travel consultants, whether
that's an agent or an operator, and there are somedifferences there. There are plenty of companies, both
abroad, but herein the States that want to do that. What the differenceis between what atravel
consultant, whatwethinkof as atravel agent, 25 years ago to now, and no knocking the amazing travel
consultants | work with, who've been in the industryfor over 50 years, but alot of them were order takers.
They didn't putinthe special, unique experiences. Andthat's what makes the travel consultants of today
so amazing. Whether that's theyoung ones or even the older ones, itis really finding away to monetize
unique experiences and to not just, you know, order out of abook. Andthat's the difference between a
travel consultant and going online and book on Kayak or somethinglike that on Expedia.



Ifyou want to go to Italy and you want to book that and booka three-star hotel and just do that and walk
around and just useyour book and do all the research yourself, great, go do that. But if you want to go and
you want to have someone, give you the best experience of reserving restaurants for you and giving you all
the advice of everything that's customized for you personally or you or your group or your party,then that's
what atravel consultantis for. And then of courseyou've got the other side. We've got the representation
teams like what | do before. You didn't have this kind of brand ambassadorthat stoodin between both
sides of theindustrythat would speak on behalf ofthe brand. So, we are seen as pivotal to make sure that
the messages of these brands and these companies who are abroad is being translated and being shown
thebest light to the market, to the travel market out herein the States and in North America.

So, thereis no oneway to go about joining the industry. | thinkit's first off finding if you can find acompany
and there's travel agencies and travel companies all throughout the country. First off, it's finding outwhat
you want to do, whether do you want to work in hotels, do you wantto work in F and B, which isfood and
beverage, do you want to work in travel, the traveling side, do you want to work in airlines, do you want to
work in the marketing side? And then from there, where does your expertise liein that? And if it's travel
consultingand doing, you know, some of the things | just mentioned, thenreach out to your closest travel
agency, onethat's, that'srecognized and, and you know, has some awards or maybe focuses on luxuryor
four- or five-star travel and ask them to take you and ask them questions, see how if they can train you and
if not, cantheydirect you in theright direction. And if you're listening to this and you're say, you know,
someone's stillin the higher learning process, then check outhospitality programs and universities.
They've got really, really great programs. But again, that's only going to give you a certain amount of
knowledge. It'sonly real-world knowledge once you get out. Unlessyou're going to work in hotels or cruise
lines or airlines, everything elseis you got to learn it in the street.

| feel you on that, man. Let's get into that too. | want to talk about Africa travel with you,
brother. I'm so excited for this man. | have spent probably about two years total on the continentand have
justbeen so enamored and | Just tryto go every year to go back and see new places and sometimes to
revisit places that | love. | spent aboutfive months on the continentin 2019 and then of course, Covid. So, |
haven't been back sincethen. But, man | spent mybirthdayin Stellenboschin 2019.

Wazha Dube: Yes, please.

It's amazing, man. But what | want to do, and | think the way| want to sort of approach this
with you, so talk about some ofthe different regions of Africa maybe and kind of break it out like that. So,
for example, North Africa, | spentprobably, I lived in Cairo for about nine months in Egypt.

Wazha Dube: You've done morethan methere, dude. I'm still tryingto touch Egypt.

Yeah, man, |'ve been there a few times. And yeah, | was based in Cairo for most of it, but
been to Alexandriaand Luxor and downto Aswan and hung out withthe Nubians. And thenl've been to
Morocco a couple of times as well. I've probably spent about amonth or so in Morocco. But would love to
hear from you a little bit about, you know, North Africa, both in terms of the Index Select, you know, sort of
experience offerings there, but also justfrom you personally in terms of, you know, your experiences or, you
know, how you would sortof characterize it to folks and whythey should go visit North Africa.

Wazha Dube: Yeah. Well, let mefirst off, start up just before we get into the regions, talking about Africain
general. Africais a continent of 54 nations, allindependentwith. With multiple cultures, languages, colors,
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ethnicities, and everythingelsein between. So, every single countryis going to be completely different. So,
let's start with the north, which of course, alot of people, theythinkNorth Africais an Africa. And | really
hate that whole mentality. Justbecause they're not black, because manytimes they're more Arab looking.
They're not Africans. Those are most definitely our brothersand sisters up in the north. With IndexSelect,
werepresent a companyin Morocco called Experience Morocco. And you know, Morocco to me, my God,
that was myfirst time going to North Africaand | loveit. | can spend timein Marrakech, going to Essaouira.
So manydifferent areas throughout Morocco, which can be done, which I've always found veryinteresting
by road and thatit's hard to fly around Morocco. But even if you do, you're missing the whole experience.
You need to go and learn this historyand touch it and drive it fromthe desert to the coasts to the major
cities and even to places like Efran and Mulu ldris, you know, the one of the Muslim capitals.

Andthere's just so much to experience in Morocco, so much historythat | really feel is not highlighted
enough. Andthe historythatis highlighted is a very Eurocentric history. For many ofthe tourists that go
there. Morocco has layers and layers of history dating back before even the Arabs were there. You know,
theblack history, the nomadic history, and of course now the modern history. So, thisis so much to
experiencethere. And of course, it's been a melting pot as acountryfor centuries, morethan centuries,
even thousandsofyears. So, when you go there, | mean, you're going to learn so much about the different
religions and cultures and all the historythat's been there and how it's literally layered on top of each other.

Absolutely, man. Yeah, | couldn't agree more. North Africais an amazing place with
unbelievable history. So definitely recommend that. Allright, let's talk a little bit about southern Africaand
let's start off with the country of South Africa. I've probably spent about three months there, but I've spent
it allin Cape Town, which is amazing on like a million levels. And as | mentioned Stellenboschand the wine
countryand all this other stuff aswell. | mean, it just blewme away. But |'ve not been to any other placein
South Africa. And I've heard you talk about not only Kruger and the safari opportunities, but Johannesburg
in particular. Can you share a little bit about what you love about South Africa and also why people should
notjust go to Cape Town, but should also go to Joburg?

Wazha Dube: Totally, totally. | mean, that's the first thingI'll sayis when we're talking about especially
southern Africa, one of the centers of safaris. Don't cometo our regions just for safaris, comefor the
culture, cometo learn about the cultures. And South Africais a place of that, yes, there's Kruger. But you
know, let's talk about the cities. First offis Cape Town is of course, you know, seen as the more European
esquecity. It of courseis a bit more diverse and has more white people down there, which is whythey call
it that. But it's amazing city. There's so much to do. My thing | love about Cape Townis the fact that you can
be inthewinelands, you can beon the coast, you can bein a bustling city, you can beinthemountainsin
about 40 minutes. Either way, I'm still trying to find some time to move to Cape Town and live there. | just
Love it. It's my little getaway. | love it so much.

I've got so many beautiful friends downthere and just amazing souls. Itreallyjustisn't a collector of
amazing people and people that really are just having very eclectic backgrounds and theyjust reallywant
to share it. So, | think if you're going down there, there's just so muchto see and do, especially for the
adventurous person. Then you've got Joburg. Andl actually like Joburg morethan Cape Town. I'm a New
Yorker. So like Joburg to meis New York. It's fast paced, it's moving, it's hustle, bustle. You've got reallyjust
go getter people up there that want to really move at a fast pace. Butit's also, of course, well, first of close
to my house. So, it's afour-hourdrive from Joburg to Gaborone.
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But to me, | mean, there's so many amazing young black professionals, especiallyin Joburg, doing amazing
things. And notjust black folk, butl mean South African, Southern Africans in general down there just doing
amazing things. And | think when you think of all the new projects that are going on, creative the art scenes,
thefood scene, the Mabo Nang Precinct, for example, people like Becky Dube, who are doing the most
amazing tours with curiosity. There's just so many amazing youngpeople doing big things in Joburg thatyou
can'tsleeponit. That's a citythat | just loveto go to and spend timein. And literallyit's like going from New
York to African New York or Southern African New York.

That's amazing. I've also heard you mention the street art scenein Joburg. When | travel the
world, oneofthefirst things that | dois to seeis there a street art tour or how can | see the street art of this
particular city? Becausel loveto see a citythrough the eyes ofthe street artists right there and how they
see their own cityand represent it. Can you share a little bit about what the street art sceneis like in
Joburg?

Wazha Dube: Yeah, absolutely. You know, | was veryluckyto do a take a tour down there. And at the
actuallythe advice of again, my friend Becky Dube, no relation to me, he hosts some ofthe most amazing
street tours through Joburgand Cape Town and some of the Cities. Butdown there, | mean, you know,
Joburg, | mean, just like Cape Town, they're revolutionary cities because of apartheid. And you have the
freedom generation that's downthere and you've got Art districts that have been repositioned after being
gentrified, like Mabo Nang, the district there. And you'll go downthere and see this amazing art by amazing
young artists. Black, white, colored, Indian, everythingin between. And it's so many different stories ofthe
city, of the culture, ofthe people downthere, and again of this freedom generation. And for anyonewho
doesn'tknow, the freedom generation were kids born after apartheid. And even ofthe kids who are the
apartheid generations who are sending their messages on the walls, | mean, it's just so amazing. There are
specific districts you can go to and just literally walk for a good two miles and just read all this different art
messaging. It's amazing, an.

Theotherplace, 2018, it was that | wentto East Africafor thefirst time. And | posted up
mostlyin Nairobiin Kenya, but fromtherel went to Uganda. So | went to Kampala, and then | went out to
Jinja, saw the source of the Nile River, and then went out to Tanzania, hung out in Dar es Salaam, and then
went out to Zanzibar for alittle bit. And it was just an unbelievable experience. What an incredible region.
Canyou share a little bit, though, about your Index Select so of offerings in the East Africaregion there?
And also, just your sort of take on that region and what you love aboutit?

Wazha Dube: Totally. Beforel do that, actually, | do haveto putin that plug. | did forget to mention the
South Africa, going in the Winelands. | do have myguys down there, so I'd beremissifl didn'ttalk about
Lanzerac and experiencing, like, the wine culture down there. Everyone, you must do it if you're down in
Cape Town. But for Nairobi and for Kenya, look, | think this is one ofthe most amazing regions on the
continent. Andyou were doing adisservice if you go to onevery much like Southern Africa. Ifyou're just
going to one country, you'redoing adisservice. Each countryhas its own stories, own background, and the
stories are long and it's exciting. | mean, | was just in Nairobi about two months ago, and, you know, even
with COVID thecityis bustling. They have had so many amazing COVID protocols putin placeforyou to
actuallygo and enjoy the city still. So, this was actually probably mythird or fourth time probably spending
a lotmoretime, a lot better time in Nairobi with myfriends and actually enjoy local life with some people
from downtown Nairobi, all the way out to Karen, which is a bit ofa suburb.
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And again, Nairobi is a bustling citywith alot to experience, alot to see. And one ofthe coolest things,
which I'm actually kicking myself, | didn't get to do becauseit is pretty fun. Apparently, according to one of
my friends, even go to the Nairobi national park. Because for those clients who can't make their way out to
thebush. Butifyou can go to the bush, then of course, you know, and being from Botswana, I'll never say
that Kenyais better, because that's just not goingto happen. Butif you go out to Kenyaandyou go out and
you can see the safaris out there. And right now, of course, we're coming to the end of the migration period.
You know, you're going to see some of the most amazing wildlifeyou'll see on the planet onthe most
amazing plains. So doing that in Kenya and Tanzania, of course, going to Zanzibar and experiencing the
beachesthere. Going to the, you know, goingfurtherinlandto Uganda and Rwandato do, you know, to
learn about everythingfrom the previous wars, the genocides. Butofcourse, on the nature side, to learn
abouttheguerrillas and the chimp trekkingand to go into the hills there.

Even Ethiopia, to learn about the religious historyand just all the history of Ethiopia, one of the, you know,
theonlycountriesin Africathat was never colonized. There's so much there. And to kind of bring it all full
circle. When you bring East Africa and Southern Africatogether and you actually start looking at theroots,
theancienttraderoutes, itis something thatl really love about. So let me nerd on this a little bit, Matt. You
know, there's all this historyto take away from the animals and all that that people want to knowaboutand
see. Andthat's all great, and you should come and do that. Butcome and learn the history, these ancient
trade routes and these ancient cities and kingdoms that date back before anything in Europe even existed
that wasin Africa. You know, you got the Manamatopos all the way up to Kilwa Kissi and Zanzibar and
great Zimbabwe and of course, all these amazing kingdoms. And|l knowwe're going to talk about West
Africain a second, but, you know, alot of peoplein east and Southern Africawhovisit theredon't know
anything about that history. And it's there. So, there's just so much foryou to see and do and experience.
You know, it cannotbe slept on from the culture to the animals to nature to the food. Everythingbetween in
eastand south.

Well, | have donethat safariin Maasai Mara and it was unbelievable. Got to hang outwith
the Maasai peoplein their village and you just had areally, really special experiencethere. [t was
incredible. And | was there during the great wildebeest migration and got to seethat. And it was just such a
special experience. You have been on 700 safaris, man. So, | got. I've been on one, you've been on 700. So
let me just ask you this. | mean, while we're talking about east and southern Africa, right, which is the
primary place where most of the safaris are, where people would go to do that. Can you share alittle bit
about. lwantto give you a platform here also to represent thehomeland as well, Botswana, were, by the
way, I've never been. But everybodythat I've talked to, thethat has been to Botswana says you must go. If
you're going to see animals and you're going on safari, you must go to Botswana. And I'm won deringifyou
can sharea little bit also the other thingthatpeople have told me, and I'm wonderingif you can maybe
explain this alittle bit. They've said that one of the fundamental differences about going to Botswanais that
theywere saying that the animals are less restricted into game reserves than theyare inthe other
countries where you would go on safari and stuff. So, can you share a little bit about that and justabout
why people should visit Botswana and what they'llexperience there?

Wazha Dube: Yeah. So, there's a couple of different ways to do safari. And you know, in Botswana, and not
justus, there's more countries thatdo it too, especiallyZambia, Zimbabwe, even Kenya and Tanzaniafor a
large part. Butwedon't havefences, which means the animals can cross theborders, they can roam free
freely in massive parks without havingthe possibility of humanwildlife conflicts, which is of course always
going to be an issuein theserural areas where animals and people live together. Butthe beautyofthatis



thatthey'renotfencedin. They can roam, theyfeel more free, theyfeel more comfortable around people
and it allows for more natural experience. Andthisis not to knock the parks and countries that, you know,
that have more fenced in experiences. Butit's more natural whenyou're outin Botswana.

And | know | can drive or wide walk or even take a boat and go for hours and drive around and, you know,
I'm not going to see a fence at all. I'm not going to say anything. ThisisI'min their kingdom. I'm actually the
visitor. That makes it a much better experience than going to some certain other areas where you might feel
like you're in a little bit of a zoo or abit of Disneyland, like a great zoo, don't get me wrong, but stillazoo. So,
when you cometo Botswana, that'sreally what you're going to experienceis, | mean, Botswanahas. Since
inception of tourism in Botswana, we've always had a concept of high cost, low volume. No, notall the
countries havethat. And that means for us that, you know, on average in Botswana, a safarican costyou a
nice one, cost you about $1,000per person per night. You can find how higher, of course.

But what that means s that we will nothave the numbersyou will seein other countries of just tons of cars
surrounded byonelion. It'llbe you and your vehicle of no more than six people. Buyasighting of lion, a
leopard, wild dog, what have you. And it'smoreintimate. And that's really the big difference. You don't
wantto go all the way out to Kenya, Tanzania, Botswana, Zambia, Zimbabwe, all these amazing wildlife
areas and then hear someone else or see multiple vehicles around you and you can't even see the animal.
So, it makes it more natural, makes it more intimate, makes it more worthwhile.

Canyou sharea little bit more about the African bush camps you mentionedearlier ? Black
owned luxury travel companythat is offering experiences in Botswana and Zimbabwe and Zambia. Can
you talk a little bit about what those experiences are if somebody was wanting to do that?

Wazha Dube: Yeah. So African bush camps, where the safaricompanies offer experiences in all different
types of wildlife and cultural experiences, mostly focusing of course with the basis on wildlife. So, we have
camps and lodges throughout Botswana, Zambia and Zimbabwe and areas like the Okavango Delta, the
MahariHari Pans, the Linyanti Marshes, so all different ecosystems. Andthe Okavango Delta, for example,
is the biggestin the deltaonlyplace like itin theworld. Downto theflat salt flats in central Botswana, all
theway out to say, Mana Pools in Zimbabwe. Everyone'sgoing to give you adifferent experience, but we
can do anything, sayfor example mokoros, which are dugout canoes and going downthosein the
waterways of the Okavango Delta to walking safaris, to game drives, of course, for, you know, two to three
hours, fourhoursto also when you get up to places like Mano Pools in Zimbabwe, that's one of the few
areas.

And also, the lower Zambeziin Zambiawhere we've also got camps with one of my other clients where you
can canoedown the Zambezi River. And if you've never canoed down ariver that's full of crocodiles and
hippos and getting crossed over with elephants, you truly have not lived. | will say|'ve only been mock
charged by onehippo eight times I've ever gone canoeing. | just came back from a canoeing trip like two
months ago. Not even. | was canoeing in the Zambezi and, you know, had anice little experience with
somehippos. Butit'sthosetypes of experiences that reallyyou are in nature and you're with these amazing
guidesinthesevery, very small and intimate camps in the middle of nowhere. And these guides can look at
afootprint and tell you ifit's a male or female hyena, which wayit's going, how many kids it's got, and that's
theexperience. The safaris are amazing, don't get me wrong, butit's actuallythe people that make you
come back. | have some amazing guides that | work withand I mean, | tell their stories more than | tell the
stories of theanimals. Unless, of course, it's sortofthetimel got mock charged.



That's amazing. Allright, man, let's talk aboutWest Africa.
Wazha Dube: Yes.

| will tell you that my East Africa trip inspired my West African trip. One of my homegirlsis
Ugandan and she's in Kampala. And she said, if you're coming to Nairobi, you better be coming to Kampala.
You can come stay at my place. I'll take you out. Like | got to show you Uganda. | said, 100%. So, she was
taking me out to all of these clubsin Uganda. Just unbelievable, the nightlife in Kampala, right? Andthey're
playing allthe most unbelievable Afro beats. And I'm shazaming all of these songs and I'm looking up all of
theseartists. And of course, the majority of them are from Nigeria, right? And of course, then Lagos s, you
know, the center of the film scene with Nollywood. Andit's where all of these Afrobeat artists are. And all
of the musicis coming from there. And | was like, | have got to go to Nigeria. Like thisis happening, right?

So, | put acrew together of friends of mine and one of my homegirls for like the whole.We did a three-
month trip through West Africa. Agnes Nyamwange, who's actually been on the podcast, she's Kenyan and
she's a full-time nomad as well, so she's one of myreally tight homies. So, sheand | went for afull three
months and then other friends of ours joined for like amonth at atime or whatever. And we, we did a
month in Nigeria, in Lagos, we did a monthin Accrain Ghana. We did a quick swing throughthelvorycoast
andthen wedid a month in Dakar in Senegal. Man, | will tell you, | think like my heart is still there. | mean, it
was like, it justwon me over in the most amazing ways. It was such a special and incredible trip. | mean, it
was just, it was amazing. But | would love to hear, you know, from your perspective, howhave your
experiences been in West Africa? And you know, whyin your opinion, should people definitely go there?

Wazha Dube: Oh, man. Well, you know, my experienceis, is very funny. | was actuallyin South Africa. | just
donea trip to like Zimbabwe and South Africa. | think my brother was living in Ghana at thetime. Hewas
working there. And so, | was like, yo, peep, I'm going to come through. Stillnever madeit to Ghana. And |
was so excited. And hewas, he'd been therefor like two years already and was like, I'm never going back to
America. Like, I'mdone. He's like, I'm never going to touch the States ever again. And | was like, okay, fine,
I'llcome make it. I'm going to come out there for like a week and a half after a massive conference and trip
thatlhad led. And | needed awarning sign. | needed someoneto tellmewhat | was getting into. | will say |
had just done my DNA test a year before this on Ancestry.com or whatever. And I've always, you know,
obviouslyon myBotswanaside, | know|'mfrom Botswana, no questions there on where mydad's side is
from. But mymother's side were actually North Carolina blacks.

So, if anyone doesn't knowwhat North Carolinablack is, when we think of the 1619 Project, you're thinking
of us. Sothose arethefirst blacks to come to Americaas slaves, down to North Carolinaandinto the
Carolinas. And so, | always knew about thathistoryand | was really coming there with alot of excitement
and also, you know, a lot of curiosity to learn about myWest African side and my heritage. My brother did
not skimp on that. So pretty much the dayl landed. And speaking of parties, the day | landed, we legit. |
thinklspent 10 minutes atthe house, enoughtimeto shower and change myclothes. Andhe's like, right,
we're going out to the beach. We're going out to this beach party.

Was it the Sundaybeach partyon Labadibeach in Accra?

Wazha Dube: No, it was not. Labadi. That's exactlywhat | was hoping for.  had aclient by Labadi and | was
like,  know about this party.

Crazy.
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Wazha Dube: | legit thought like, oh, my God, I'm going to go see, like, some, like, cultural night things. My
brother was promised me culture every day and | was like, cool, cool, cool. Like some history, right? No, |
mean, it was culture, | guessin another way. It was probably one ofthe biggest beach parties I've ever
seen. | couldn't even tellyou more than 2,000 people out there and just all these little bars on the beaches.
AndI'm like, okay, great, let's partyit up. | figured we're going to do that and I'm going to go backhometo
bed. Little did | know, this is not how Ghanaworks. This was the pregame, three pregames before. So, you
know, went back to that and then that night,and then we wentback and, you know, changed. And thatwas
my night to experience what a crowd really had to offer. And | mean, I'm sure, as you know, Matt, those
parties do not stop.

Theydon't stop and theydon't stop.

Wazha Dube: | legit. | had to look at people like, yo, when are we going to bed? Like, | was the party pooper.
Andyou know, peoplewho know me, | like to have my fun. And | was like, guys, it's time. It's 5:00AM
Please go. They're like, no, there's one more party. Let's keep going. I'm like, who do you all work? Like, do
you have jobs?I have ajob and |I'mon vacation. | want to go home. So, | mean, experience that party scene
was amazing. And then, you know, | went to see as much ofthe historyand culture, went to the slave
castles and all that. And that was emotionalin all different types of ways for me, as it is for most black
Americans who arefor the diasporawho go to Ghanaand go to the slave castles and learn that history.
Also learning aboutKwame Nkrumah and learning that, you know, history of the liberation struggle of
Ghanawas absolutelyamazing. But thefunnystoryof all this was thiswas 2016. | was there during the
Trump election, so | happened to do an absentee ballot that year, and | figured | was going to bethere for
thecasting of theballot. Thatwas agoodidea.

Americawas getting a little bit too hot for me, and | figured | didn't want to be here for the election. So,
squid, let me go celebrate thisin Ghana. And thewholetimel'min Africa, even when | wasdown in
Southern Africa, everyone was asking me, do you thinkyou guys are going to lose the election? I'm like,
now we got thisin thebag, bro. Don't even worryabout this.Don'teven stress. I'm just herefor vacation,
forsomefun. And let metell you, | was at this massive party for Americans and expats, hats and other
Ghanaians in this amazing spotin Accra, watching the election. | mean, | don't even remember the results
comingout. That's how muchwe were partying. | started waking up the next day and being told thatHillary
didn'twin. And | was like, wait, what now? And | was like, no, man, stop playing. .| started calling my
peoplein New York. They're like, yeah, dude, no. You mightwant to stayin Ghanafor a little bit longer. And
for about five minutes, | sat there that morning beinglike, | might need to change mywork. This placeis
amazing. And I'll go back to that.

Exactly.

Wazha Dube: So, | had hoped to actually make it down to Togo, Benin and Senegal on that same trip. And
I've got an amazing friend, Sarah Duff, who ownswho's the creator and fashion designer of Tongoro. She
does a lot of work with, like, Burna Boy and stuff.She also dressed Beyoncefor Black is King. Sheis
bugging meto come down there with afellow nomadic friend of mine, Damaris Lewis, to head down there
and see and visit Senegal. And so, there's so much of the of West Africato visit and see. I'm savingit. Once
thepandemicis kind of cleared up a little bit. | was hoping to go last year, soit's on thelist probablyfor next
year.

| lovethat, man.



Wazha Dube: Yeah.

Senegal is an absolutely magical place. It's so, so special, man. | reallywant to go back and
spend moretime there.

Wazha Dube: Allright.

| also want to ask you about some of the African islands because you have experiences
available through Index Select in places like the Seychelles and Mauritius and Madagascar.

Wazha Dube: That'sright.
Canyou sharea little bit about the African island experiences?

Wazha Dube: Yes. | mean, first off, do not sleep on the Indian Oceanislands. You know, | thinkwhen
everyone thinks of, like, ahoneymoon, youthinkof, like, Seychelles or Mauritius or stuff like that. And|
mean, hey, they are beautiful. But again, | mean, we talk about Madagascar, people onlythink of like the
lemurs and you know, likethe baobabs. Butyou know, hey, thatis acountrythat of courseis obviously
quite poverty stricken, but it has an amazing amalgamation of cultures thatnow make up the Malagasy
people. And | mean, for an adventurer, it's an amazing place to go. There are amazing activities to do,
there's amazing culture, amazing food, butwater activities to do. Adventuring, hiking, biking. | mean, ifyou
like to, to get out and be outdoors, then Madagascar is for you. Seychelles, of course, it's world famous for
its beaches and forahoneymoon destinationwhich you can't go wrong in Mauritius, very similar.

Has a bit of your adventure and also has quite a bit of your outdoorwater activities that you can really go
exploring.| mean, especially big gamefishing. Don't sleep onit. Out therein the Indian Ocean islands, they
got a lot of it. But then we have Zanzibar. And Zanzibar is my jamright there. That spot is never to be slept
on.Ifyou'rein East Africaand you want a beach destination and you wantan island, thenit's Zanzibar, right
everyone? | mean, we'll talk about places like Lamu, which is world famous of courseg, in northem Kenya, or
even, you know, been in Diani. But whenyou head outto Zanzibar, the white sand beaches, the culture,
even going from Stone town in the capital and learning about all the history of Zanzibar again. It was
actuallyoneofthe central kingdoms. For peoplethat don't knowthis, it was one of the central kingdoms of
trade backinthe day inthe ancient world. Because of courseyou could bring spices. [t was of course
known as aspice island.

And before gold was a thing, spices were the most expensive form oftrade. And of course, gold came from
the south and pottery and things came from Asia and from the Middle East. And of course, we had golden
spices coming through central and eastern Africa. So, all of that came through Zanzibar. So, from your
amazing beach destinations to your history, Zanzibar's really just got so much beauty experience and you
can legit go lie on abeach and do nothing and then go spend one dayand go partyin Stone Town. And
that's another place wherethe parties do not stop. The people are amazing. Actually, the biggest music
festivall believe in Africais actuallyin Zanzibar, which is a Swati Baraza festival. So, | mean, there's just so
much to experience that peoplekind of sleep on becauseit's the culture of Africaand thatis really a
gumbo of cultures throughout a massive continent. Andone ofthe places that you can really see that is
Zanzibar.

Yeah, for sure. | have been to Zanzibar and it is everything that you describe totally endorse
that. So let me ask you this now, | want to get your sort of assessmentand also tips for folks that want,
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want to travel to Africa, have some of these experiences, butto do it consciouslyand to do it responsibly,
to supportlocalbusinesses as much as possiblein alocal economyin theright way. Can you sortof, |
guess maybe even just start with describing sortofthe landscapein lightofthe history of colo nialism and
neocolonialism,you know, whatis sort ofthe landscape of the political economy of travel and tourismin
Africaright now and how should folks know, navigate that to make socially responsible travel decisions
that are going to be supporting the local businesses in therightways?

Wazha Dube: Yeah, you know, that'savery good question and there's alot of answers there. |'lL try to make
this short and sweet though.You know, first of, I'd say that. Well, first off, the majority of businesses, the
hospitality-based businesses in Africa are actually, especiallywhen you think of hotels and things like that,
are actuallynot owned by Africans. And ifthey are by Africans, they're not black Africans. Butwith that
said, even our white African brothers and sisters have done for the most part, | thinka very good job of
trying to expose peopleto the culture ofthe different countries thattheyoperatein. However, | know there
is a massive disparityin ownership and equityin tourism Africa and whois benefiting fromit. So that's of
coursethebiggest questionwe get when people want to come and theywant to know that their moneyis
going to theright places.

Now, unlike alot of other continents and a majority of African hospitality companies, whether we're talking
about camps, lodges, tour companies, what have you do actually make sure that afraction of their money
does go to cause they support, which is really unlike a lot of other companies. Theyactually do tryto put
their moneywhere their mouth is. And we are seeing more companies and more brands, moreindividuals
who want to have a growth driven mindset about how to uplift the communities that they operatein. So, |
think the biggest thingis to actually, if someone's traveling and they knowthe property that they're going to
go to, go onthe company's website, check out howthey're giving back. Do theyhave a foundation? Do they
have any CSR corporate social responsibility programs? What are they doing and how's thatmoney being
spent on the communities that they operate in?

And also, if you're out in cities and stuff like that, then don'tbe afraid to go out to local markets and things
like that. Don't juststayin your little tourist bubble where your money pretty much stays, you know, with
international brands and never leaves and you never actually get to see any of the culture, any ofthereal
culture, any ofthereal experiences. And you don't actually get to speak to anyonewho's reallyfromthere
based and is hustlingevery day. If you want your moneyto go the furthest, go to alocal vendor and buyyour
fruit from there rather than going to buying it in the hotel lobbyfor $25 the price. There are all different ways
to affect peopledirectly and then also indirectly by making sure that you're supporting companies that
have first off, agood brand that is supportingthe communities thattheyoperatein.

Good advice. | also want to ask you about your sortoftips for white folks in particular visiting
Africaand maybe share a little bit about some of the sort of historical problems associated with a lot of
white travel and tourism, includingthings like the White savior complex and other problematics of that
nature. Can you sharea little bit about maybe that in particular and thengive sometips for how white folks
can alternatively express their support and solidarity and visit Africaresponsiblyin an empowering and
respectful way?

Wazha Dube: | mean, first off with that, withthe white savior complex, | mean, | think that is typicallythe
biggest problem that we find. And when alot of folks are coming downto Africa, theywant to go and like,
you know, theywant to go do their safaris and stuff like that. Andthen theyalso wantto go to an orphanage
and like play with the little orphan baby. Don't do any of that shit. Miss me on that. Don't go. If you want to



go and support an underprivileged community, thenyou can do it without goingto take these children out
of school so that you can. Andthese communities, you know, you have these communities where
essentially tourist communities where these tourist buses will drop offthese tourists so theycan have a
quoteunquote cultural experience. Andyou'retippingthese peoplethatin this rural communitythat need
to survive ontourism dollars becausetheyare subsistent on it rather than actually doing their ownjobs.So
don'tdo anyofthat.

Don't Allowyourselfto get roped into these types of programs. We see similar things in Asiaas well. Don't
go out. You know, if you want to supportan orphanage and underprivileged children, then doitin
constructive ways. Don'ttryto take them out of school. Don'tbe picking up little African babies and
posting on yourInstagram and you know, saying that you're doing the most, you love Africa. Miss me on all
that bullshit. Itis all counterproductive. If you want to come, then come with an actual appreciation not
justforour animals, butalso for ourpeople, for ourhistory. Ask questions, learn about the historyand learn
about South Africabefore apartheid. Learn about, before colonialism, learnaboutBotswana, butyou
know, learn abouttheindependent struggles thatthese countries had to go to find their freedom from their
pre-colonial masters. Ask questions, learn to putyour moneyinto proper, constructive ways. | meanit’s
almost common sense. Like when you see a homeless person in the States, do you want to go and pick
themup and pick up their kids? No. So don'tdo it.

When you cometo Africa, you're not doing any help to anyof us and you're not helping the communities.
And if you want to invest in communities and in programs, whetherthat'sfemale empowerment or
education or whatever, you haveit, then again, find organizations that do it in an impactful way. And if you
want to get hands on, involved, thenfind ways to do that with companies that willallowyou to do that
without being atourist coming fortwo days to, you know, make a bond with little child and the family, that
you're never going to see them ever again. It's all bullshit, it's all pretense and it's all part of the white savior
complex which wedon't need and we don't wantgenuine supportbyallies and advocates is what we want
onthecontinent. So, | thinkanynon-Black traveler should be very aware of that anywhere through the
continent whenever they cometo visit.

| appreciate you sharing that, brother. Super important. Let me ask you one more question
and then we'll moveinto 7The Lightning Roundand wrap this up for you personally. Now, with all of this
travel that you have done up to this point, 45 countries, all these different continents, all these different
experiences, whydo you continue to travel outside of work just on yourownvolition? Why do you continue
to chooseto travel the world at this point? What does travel mean to you?

Wazha Dube: | mean travel means everything to me. | was born on mission, | was on myfirstflight when |
was probably six monthsold, and it's always been freedom to me. |'ve always been able to find my best
escapes whilel'montheroad and traveling, even whether that's for workor for my own enjoyment. But
also, | mean, it's always constantlylearning, right? You can never just stay stuck in the mud. It's always
about learning about new experiences, new ways to better yourselfthroughthe places and the peoplethat
you meet when you're out abroad, getting out of your comfort zone, butalso findingyourcomfortzonein
places that you might not think again.

Living in places like Chinaand traveling, backpacking through, you know, through the most randomplaces
in China, that was the most amazing experiences for me. You know, it's notgoing to even stuff herein New
York. Finding the mostunique things in myown backyard. To me, travel, it's everything. And | highly
encourage anyone who doesn't travel enough to actually notmake excuses, becauseyou can always



travel. Even if you're not leaving the country, you can always travel. You can always find ways to learn more
about your domestic area or your local areaor also going internationally. So don'tsleep on it. For me, it's
mighty equalizer as well.

Amazing. All right, Waja, at this point, areyou ready to movein to 7he Lightning Round?
Wazha Dube: Allright, let's doit.

Let'sdoit. Allright.What is one book that has significantlyimpacted you over the years
you'd mostrecommend people check out?

Wazha Dube: Actually, itis Dreams from My Father by Barack Obama. He also is an expat. He also lived a
similar life to me living in Asia, in Hawaii. I've always, obviouslyjust looked up to him for multiple of
reasons. But, yeah, Dreams of My Father by Barack.

Whoisoneperson currently alive today that you've never met that you'd love to have dinner
with, just you and that personfor an evening of dinner and conversation.

Wazha Dube: That's again, going to go back to my man Barack O. Becausel read thebookthat I havealot
of questions to ask him, and | want to sit there and | want to talk to him. What I'm talking to you right now.
And|wantto see who's going to have a better accent between me and him, you know, because that'sthe
real question at the end ofthe day. So, yeah, Barack Obama, | think, would have to be my oneright now.

Allright,whatis one piece of advice if you could go back in time now, knowing everything
that you know up to this pointin your life, and you could give one piece of advice to your 18-year-old self.
What would you sayto 18-year-old Wazha?

Wazha Dube: You know, it's funny, I've been thinkingaboutthis one and ifyou'llindulge me, | was actually
going to say take languages a bit more seriously, but | actually think it is to be more financially literate.

Okay.
Wazha Dube: And how to spend yourmoney and spend it well from ayounger age, you can travel more.

Good advice. Allright, of all the places that you've been up to this pointin your life, what are
thetop three favorite travel destinations?

Wazha Dube: So, thisis funnybecause obviously| can't put Botswanain there because I'm from there. So,
| took Botswana out intentionally. Sorry, home, but Hawaii. Gotta represents Hawaii. Lived for four years.
Absolutelyamazing. Ghana. Jesus Christ | need to go back and do the all the stuff | didn't get to do. And of
course, that means crossingsomeborders. And I'm sure either way, someone on the border is going to be
mad at me for thisone on either side. But Zimbabwe, | love Zimbabwe. | love going there just so much to
see and do. So sorry, myfriendsin Zambia, | had to give it to one of you.

That's amazing. All right, what are your top three bucket list destinations, places you've
never been that are the highest on your listyou mostwant to see?

Wazha Dube: Seg, this is where you got me, man, because | wrote down like 10. And so, I'm going to have
to like just do this on theflyright now. First off,| knowit soundsridiculous, but I've never been to Italy, so at
least number one. | knowpeople are listening. Like, what? Yeah, never been. Two wouldbe to go to Sudan
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specifically becausel want to go see the Kushite pyramids. And three, this was very hard. | think it'd have to
be Senegal.

Yes, bro. | lovethose picks, man. | endorsethe Senegal one amillion percent. And by the
way, theltaly onel endorse as well. I'm going actually later this month|'m going to post up in Italy. I'm going
to go to the Piedmont region for the White Truffle festival and eat truffles, drink Barolo and just post up
there foramonth, bro, if you want to come through, you're more than welcome.

Wazha Dube: Thatisthetype of bougie stuff that | loveto do. Thatisright up myalley. That is, it for me. Like
with mylittle hat and glasses on, looking as bougie as possible. Yes, please. Truffle festival, yes, that's it,
man, l.

Do thewhole gamut, man. | do thewhole range, the whole mix of travel experiences. And |
haven't been out ofthe US since the start of COVID so figure | should do it big and make a splash, you
know.

Wazha Dube: Hey, man, you got to doit. You got to. You know, | just came back from Corsicaand | was
having truffles and everything, so | envyyou. You're going to enjoyit.

| feel that, man. I did Corsicain like 2018. We put a crew together, we went across the
French wine countryfor like a month, and we ended up downin Corsica. And it was. Yeah, man, that's a
special place. So. Allright, Wazha, we have now cometo the mostimportant question of the interview.

Wazha Dube: I'm not readyfor this one, man.

| am about to ask you your top five hip-hop emcees of all time. But before| do that, let me
just ask you for you. What do you love about hip-hop music? Whyis it so important to you, so significant to
you? What does hip-hop mean to you?

Wazha Dube: Oh, man, hip-hop has been a part of mylife. I'm very lucky. My older brother is eight years
olderthan me, so hewasbornintheverygolden age of hip-hop. And so, while | was definitely listening to
music at the time that | should not have listened to because ofthe explicit lyric content, | cannot thank him
enough for putting me on to rappers. When | was like seven and rapping. | was rapping Snoop at seven
years old, man, itwas so serious to me. | mean, it was like one of my first love languages and like one of my
first loves. Anywhere| went, especially, you could find hip-hop. That was one of the biggest constants. And
you could find people that loved hip-hop. It has always been a constant for me. Anywhere |'ve ever lived,
there's been hip-hop, there's. And like, you know, | wanted to give you multiple lists, butl said | was going to
give you five artists. But, you know, UK hip-hop, Southern African hip-hop, WestAfrican hip-hop, American
hip-hop, anywherel'vegone, that's always been there. It's mylove.

Canljustalso, | haveto interject this just since we've done so much discussion of Africa
today, by theway, just for context, | was a hip-hop DJin the 90s, in the golden era of hip-hop. So for me as
well, | mean, that particularera, that particular music, | mean, you know, East Coast 90s, hip-hop is forever
my heart and soul and one of the things, one ofthe manythings about that West Africa chip that warmed
my heartis what when | went to Lagos, | was expecting and | saw, as | expected, of course, all of the
amazing Nigerian Afro beats, right, pulsingthroughthe streets every day, in the clubs, in the lounges, all
thatkind of stuff. Andit did have that and that was there. What | did not expect, thatl also saw in Lagos,
was theincredible ubiquity of 90s hip-hop music.| am talking about place after place after place DJsthat



were probably 23, 24 years old, probablyweren't even born when Biggie dropped, readyto die when all of
that early 90s stuff was coming out. And they are playing the best of the best of 90s East coast hip-hop all
across Lagos, man. And thenin Accra, right? Certainly, the Afro beats at the club and all this kind of stuff.
Andthentheywould do a hip-hopset and then they would playand it would be good hip-hop, man.90S
East Coast, New York City stuff, man. And | was just like, | mean, just blew me awaybecause | just totally
wasn't expecting it, man.

Wazha Dube: Well, let me tell you, man, when | was growing upin Beijing, there was no drinking age or
going out age. And when I was growing upthere, so from avery early age, we used to go to thebarsandthe
clubs and we had friends who were DJs and I'm talking like | was 13, 14 going to these clubs. And the hip-
hop scenein Beijinginthe 90s was, | don't know, people won'tbelieve me, it was amazing. Mainly because
of Japan being right there. But mygosh, you had all these amazing DJs would come through, especially
peoplelike DJHondaand allthese people, and wewouldjust get all these amazing beats in the clubs,
man. And so, you find all this international hip-hop, mainly American, buteven French hip-hop, especially
we had a lot of francophones out there. So, | brought French, African hip-hop over and all the stuff. So that
probablywasthe period when | knew that like hip-hop was myfirst love.

Ohyeah, man. And theinternationalization of it has been amazing. | mean, that's been one
of themostincrediblethings as I've traveled around the world. | mean, Asia particularly, as you mentioned,
I mean, | spent about five weeks in Seoul, Korea. Have you ever been to Seoul?

Wazha Dube: Notyet. | know theylove the hip-hop, man.

Itis probablythe hip-hop capital of Asia, right? | mean, it's just unbelievable howjust
Passionate and committed they are to the art form. | actually met a South African rapper from Durban who
moved to Seoul to pursue his hip-hop career. Because there's that much love for hip-hop in Seoul. Yeah,
man. Theway that all of these international worldsand music just sortof convergeis justincredible. So, |
mean, | love that as |I'm traveling around the worldto just sortof pay attention to the hip-hop scene. And
sometimes, man, | will just see stuff that | never expect.

Wazha Dube: Oh, yeah.

2019, | went to Russiaforamonth.Rightnow. | don'tknow whatyour expectations would be
aboutthehip-hop scenein St. Petersburg, Russia, butmine weren't very high. Going in, okay? Myfirst
weekend in St. Petersburg, Russia, Lord Finesse from The Bronx was DJing a partyin St. Petersburg, bro, |
couldn't believe. It was unbelievable. Andthe amazing thingis all of these Russian kids thatcame out, and
he, of course, was playing all 90s New York City hip-hop stuff, right? Allof these Russian kids, again, early
20s. I mean, couldn't have been, you know, could have been born when halfthis stuff was comingout.
They know all of the lyrics in English and they're singing along, rappingthe lyrics. They've got like New York
jerseys on, like. | mean, it was just. Bro, it was unbelievable. | mean, you just see the waythat hip-hop has
taken.

Wazha Dube: Oh, yeah.
Overtheworld, andit's just amazingly.

Wazha Dube: Inspiring anywhere you go. And to actually, you know, I'lltell you really quick before we go on
my list, that one of the most amazing experiences | had, which| never thoughtl'd ever have, was when |



was living in Hawaii and | saw a flyer for DJ Kool Herc performing in Honolulu,and no oneknew whothe
helll wastalking about listening right now. Please go look up DJ Kool Her, the godfatherand founder of hip-
hop. And | got to meet him and listen to his DJ sets and | was like, I'm from New York. | never thoughtl was
going to meet you here. And it was like an art gallery. And | was like, this is the best day of my life. Thank you
so much. Isthat cool, man? This means.

That's amazing, man. All right. With that context that you were trying to negotiate with me
about thistop five thing, man. You wanted the top five. And then you wanted kind of like an honorable
mention five. So, I'll give you 10 if you want to drop 10 emcees, but | want you to drop the top five first and
then you can do an honorable mention five if you want after that. All right, Wazha, who you top five?

Wazha Dube: Oh, man. Okay. Nas, Biggie, Jay, Kendrick and for myfifth. Thisis very hard. I'm still not
happywith mydecision becausethere's so many more people, but | think | gotto put Lauryn Hill.

That's agood pick, man. Yeah, that's agood pick. | love that. Honorary mentions. Go ahead
with the next five. Round out the top ten, bro. | got you five more. Go ahead.

Wazha Dube: Right, so first off, you got to give that Rakim, Jadakiss because you didn'tlet me put the locks
in. Ghostface. Kanye. Oh, man. Okay, this oneis a UKthing, so most people won't getit, but for me, Kano.

Okay, nice.
Wazha Dube: Kano out of London. Yes.

Nice. We are going to link all of those up, bytheway, in the show notes so people can go and
check outyourtop 10. So let me ask you this now, Wazha, | want folks to know how they can find you and
follow you and contact you on social media. But | also wantfolks to know if they want to talk to you about
some of these Index Select experiences that we've been chatting about today. What is sort of the process
forthat? What is the customer experience? How does somebody say, hey, | want to go experience African
bush campsin Botswana, or | want to go and do one of these other things we talked about. What is the
process for somebodyto come and arrange one of those experiences with you?

Wazha Dube: Yeah, so we're actually a B2B company. So, we work directly with travel agents and travel
operators. We actuallydon't workwith the end user. So, if someone wants to go and check out any of my
properties or the tour companies that we work with and represent, call your travel agent, tell them you
want to go. And we operate in Asia, Africa, Europe, South America, and even South Pacific. So, check out
our website, see indexselect.com, check out the destinations and properties that we have, and then call
your travel consultant. Ifyou don'thave atravel consultant,then | guessyou feel free to call me and then
we can find you one. But ifyou don't have atravel consultant, we're happyto find you one. And thenwe'll
get you to create your own customized trip.

| lovethat, brother. It's amazing. And thenif people want to connect with you, followyou on
social media, like, what's the best wayto sort of comeinto your universe?

Wazha Dube: Yes, indeed. My |nstagram is probably the best way to find me. That's wadnomadis my
handle. Andthenofcoursethere's LinkedIn.|I'm just Waja Dube. Andif you want to reach out to me with
any questions about travel or anythingelse like that, then myemailis mailto:waja@indexselect.com.
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Amazing. We are going to link all of that up in one place. Just go to the show notes at
themaverickshow.com and go to the show notes for this episode. There you will see links to everythingthat
wetalked about todayand all of the ways to contact Wazha and to check out some of the experiences that
wediscussed on this episode. Wazha, thiswas amazing, brother. Thank you so much for being onthe
show.

Wazha Dube: Thank you so much. This was such afun time. | feel like we could have done at least another
hour and ahalf. So, thank you for allowingme to put an extrafive people and put some extrathingsin there.
I know you wanted meto keep ittight but | couldn't. You know, | had to haveto. Love to everybody.

| appreciate it, brother. Well, let's hang outtogether sometime soon, man.You're welcome
to joinin Italy. Otherwise maybe somewhere on the continent.

Wazha Dube: Yeah, let's go do somebougie truffle stuff.

Let'sdoit, man. Allright, Good night, everybody.
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