Thisis part three of my interview with Taylor Wallace. Ifyou did notyet listen to parts one and two, |
highly recommendyougo back and do that firstbecause it provides somereally important context for this
episode. Ifyou have already heard parts one and two, then please enjoy the conclusion of my interview
with Taylor Wallace.

Taylor, at this point, we haveto talk about Skydiving. You have done over200 jumps all over
theworld, and | want to start fromthevery beginning. Can youshare thefirst timeyouever jumped outofa
plane and maybe even leading up to that, yourdecision for wantingto trythis?

Taylor Wallace: Yeah. | had started datingsomeonein Brazil, so my boyfriend at that time was already
skydiving.He had his license, so ex-military, and he was diving out of adrop zone and which is atown in the
state of Rio, butit's also where their militaryacademy is. And so, the Brazilian equivalent ofthe Golden
Knights. So, the Golden Knights are our U.S. Army's exhibition skydiving team. Exhibition meaningthe
things that are citizen facing. So, when they have the military games or abig parade or an event or
something. They're members of the military, buttheir full-time thing is skydiving. And they also do some
testing ofgear and things likethat. Becausethere's alot of branches of the military that have some
component of para-activity, paratroopersand some humanitarian stuff.

So, my boyfriend was jumping out of this drop zone and it happened tobe the same drop zone that alot of
the Cometas, which is the Brazilian army's exhibition team, jumped out of and where they trained. And
another Brazilian ism, ifyou arein the army or any branch of military in Brazil, it isillegal for you to have
another job. So, you can't make money any other way. Andso, he's ex, they're still activelyin the military
and two of them areon the Cometas. And so, | was at the dropzone onetimejust watching himjump. It'sa
wholevibe and party. Like on Saturdays and Sundays, whole families come to watch their loved ones jump.
Largely becauseitis so expensivein Brazil in comparison toeverythingelse. It may beaoncein a lifetime
thing. Of course, there are some wealthyBrazilians, but for alot of peopleit's like somethingreally special.
So, they'll have like seven family members withthem. There's music and food.It's awholevibe.

So, | was at the drop zone with him on this one Saturday and he comes up to me, he's like, do youwantto
jump? Canljustdothat? Canljustthrowinaparachute? And he's like, no, youcan'tdo that. ButDiego has
offered to jump you as atandem. And | was like, wait for how much? He was like, for free. Do youwant to
jump? So, | kind of had to make a decision in that second becauseinthe U.S. at least at that timewhen |
had like researched it about, | want to do this one day, it was $450. | was like, okay, | don't think| want to do
itthat bad. So, to have this opportunity, tohave this experience | knew | wanted to do one day, it was too
special to pass up. But also, for better or worse, | didn't have enoughtimeto think thatdeeply about it nor
freak out. Okay, this is happeningas I'm getting harnessed and | gotthe full treatment. So, I've gotthe
GoPro.

And so, | look back on the pre video of before we jump and he's like, are you excited? I'm like, | don'teven
recognize the person on thatcamerabecause thefear was setting in, and my body and everythingwas. So,
you walk to this big plane and the propellers are going, and I'm walkingup the stepsinto the plane, and
there'stwo benches. So, yousit down, you slide back, and you're straddling the personin frontofyou. So,
there's acertain exit order on the jump run as determined by the safety of what each jumper or groupis
doing. So, there are different disciplines. You've got the belly flyers, and for the most part, theyfall straight
down becausethey're either doing certain movements around a particular axis, or maybe they're fucking
around, butthey're still in their belly. So, belly folks fly pretty straight. Then you've gotfreeflyers, whichis
my happy place now. So free flying is any orientation that'shead up or head down.
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So, you canimaginethat peoplethatarefreeflying aregoing to befallingalittle bit faster than thefolks on
their belly. And thenyou've got yourwing suiters. So, in addition to the wing suiters,whoare, of course,
going very far horizontally. So, let's say there's twowing suitinggroups. They have to, whenthey're out of
theplaneg, fly in different headings so theydon'tinteract in the sky. So, there's all these things toconsider.
And ultimately, everytime, the last ones out of the plane arethe tandems, becausethey tend totake some
timegetting out ofthedoor, and thatcouldthings up for other jumpers. Butit's fine on atandem. It's alot of
factors. So, me and Diego arethelast oneson theplane. Andl remember as we're climbing to altitude, I'm
watching all the skydivers. So, everyone has their helmeton. Everyone looks at their wrists, and everyone
takes their helmet off at, like, acertain time. Then they're just talking, like, shootingthe shit and laughing.
One guy's eating abanana. I'm like, what the fuck? What is goingon? Andfolksare looking at the wrist
again, and now they're putting ontheir gaitersand their helmets. I'm like, they're so synchronized. Is there
like a screen somewherethat | can’t,see?

Andthenthere's alightthat comeson anditsred. Andl'mlike, oh, no, something wrong? Okay, | guess we
haveto land. Oh, well, | can'tjump. And thenthelightturns green and the doorcomes up, and then people
just start disappearing out ofthe plane like Ninja Turtles. And everytime agroup jumps, you can feel it on
theplane as the weight redistributes. And I'm like, oh,my God, | don't wantto do this. | don'twantto do
this. ldon'twanttodo this.And | thoughtso hard about justsaying, fuckit, let's ride the plane down. Which
is a thing that'spart of how they get you in the plane. Okay, let's go. We're goingto send it. | know you can
dothis. Worst case scenario, we land. So at least get on the plane and see how youfeel. And so, | knew it
was an option. Inthe back of my mind, | was like, just say it. Say we're staying. Say we're staying. But in my
mind, I was, dude, |l would be so ashamed consideringall the effort and considerationthat went intogiving
me this opportunity. After all that, | was, nah, | don'tthinkl could have lived with myself. So, | was like, fuck
it. Okay, this might suck foot. It won'tsuck more thanthe shamel would feel if| didn't go through this.

And so, the way that tandems exit, | mean, you're attached to apersonlike alittle joey, like akangaroo
pouch. So, you'rewaddlingoutwith ahuman large backpack on you. And we get to the door, and he was
like, youready? Wego in three.One, two. And thenat two, he just throws us outofthe plane. And I'm like.
Andthen right after thatinhale was like, oh, my God, thisis so awesome. | think people have this idea, like, |
know | did, that skydivingwould feel like the massive dropon Supermanroller coaster where your stomach
is inyour throat. You'relike, oh,God, thisis horrible, but thrilling, buthorrible. Andthat's notthe caseat all.
Andthat's because whenyou'reon arollercoaster or jumping out of balloon orsomethingthat's relatively
slow, you'refalling into what's called dead air. So, your velocity and momentum are just gravity, and you
feel it versus when you're jumping fromaplane, when you've got the speed of the plane and you're so high,
thephysical sensation is nothinglike aroller coaster. There's like no nausea or anything. You're just fucking

flying.

And |l justremember thisis the coolest feeling. | justwant to be a bird and never touch theground.And |
mean, it was so awesome. Then helet me steer. It's like if your parents have ever let you sit ontheir lap
whenyou'relike, Alittle human. You're like, oh,my God, I'm driving. I'm the kingofthe world. Itwas like
that. And as soon as we landed, | was like, | want to do that again.How do | do thatagain? And he was like,
well, you know, nextweekend | will be teaching the AFF class, so that's probably the best way. Andthen he
laughed, and | was like, cool, signme up. Andso, literally, within aweek of my first tandem, | took my AFF,
which isyour accelerated freefall. And that's usually, | think, nine hoursof ground theory. Theygaveyou
this big book, then testyouinreal time. But | was so excited that| studied the book in advance. So, when
we actually got to the class, wewerejust movingthroughit quick, becausel was just ready.



And so, onceyou learn the material, youstartto get intothe mechanics of the movement. And thenfor
each skill, you jump right afterwards todemonstrate thatyounotonlyknow it, but thatyou can doit. And
so, thevery first jump, it'syouand twoinstructors thatare physically holding you.Because whenyou're a
student, you wear this jumpsuitthat's gotall these handles so you can't fly away. So,you've gottwo
instructors holding you.And the whole way down, allyou do is check your altitude, practice pool, check
your altitude so you're just touching yourbeanie, which iswhatyou pullto release your main parachute.
Andthat's allyoudo for, like, aminute. And the reason is some people, when theyget from the classroom
to the sky, they just freak out. Andthe mostimportantthings in skydivingis maintain a safe altitude and
pool. Let's say, literally theism. So that's thefirst jump. And then fast forward. I'm turning left, I'm turning
right, I'mdoing a360. Andthen there's ajump wheretheythrowyouout of the plane and you'retumbling
and falling. And the skill thereis showing that you can stabilize from disorientation. Thatone was fun.

And | cranked through myfull AFF,becausethosejumps are part of thatclass. And then onceyou
completeyour AFFfromthose eight jumps, because usuallyit's eight jumps, unless you've been in the
tunnel or something. Andsome people can just rip and showall the skills and, like, two. But after those
eightjumps, you haveto do supervised jumpsuntil 25. And at 25 jumps, you can take an examto get your A
license. And when you haveyour A license, you can jump by yourself, butyoustill have to wear aflight suit.
You can't jump near water. There's alot of restrictions, as there should be, becauseyou're very new
jumper, and you need to just focuson being safe, nottrying to catch up with other people or anything like
that. It's just safety. After 25 jumps, you're A license. You keep practicingand maybe youdo some coaching
or different things like that. 50 jumps, you can take your exam for yourB license. In order to get yourB
license, you haveto do awater safety course wherethey throwyouin apooland you're under acanopy.
Andyou haveto demonstrate that you knowhow toget from under safely. And it's not as intuitive as you
would think.

So, it's great that it's notatheoretical thing that you actually have to do it. You have to knowhowto pack
your own parachute. Youhaveto show thatyouknow how to dock. So, you'll have two instructors in the
sky, andyou haveto find them and then get to the first one and grip their wrists. Andthen thetwo ofyougo
find the otherinstructorand youdo A bind. So, with yourB license, youcan do alot of things. That's when
you can jump out of helicopters orhot air balloonsor other things that aren't atypical plane. You can do big
ways, which, okay, they're called zoo dives.And it's justwhenabunch of people arejustin the airand you
just fly. And maybethere'sone personin the middle with ahulahoop or something, but they can be
dangerous,depending on whereyouare, are. | do makeit apoint to try toalways be the most junior person
onany group jump thatl do,unlessitis specifically geared at helping alower studentlearn something, in
which case my mindsets totally different.

So, yeah, I technically couldtest for my C license, but I'm notat all ready. I've got alot of things to clean up.
I had a bit of a hard landing in 2023 at aboogie in California.So, aBoogie is basically a skydiving festival.
So, it'sover aperiod of days. Adrop zone will bring in differentplanes, and there's different themedjumps,
andthen they have what are called load organizers. So, you'll have some of the best skydivers in theworld
orthecountry, dependingon howbig the eventis, and they'll have their pictures up. And so, for whatever
your disciplineis, you could signup to jumpwith that person dependingon the activity. Ifit's angles and
they have levels like beginner, intermediate, advanced, and then ninja. And it's not beginners. Only coach
beginners, no matter what. Ifyou're aload organizer, one day you're abeginner, oneday you're
intermediate, one day you're advanced, one day you're ninja. So, you can have a nationally ranked skydiver
teaching you basic shit. You'rejust so grateful.



So, I was at this boogie in Californiaat one ofthe larger drop zones. Andbecauseit's alarger drop zone,
they have larger classes of students. | don't know if by design or afluke, the weekend ofthis boogie, they
graduated 26 students. So,you've got all of these people from aroundthe countrythathave flownin for
this event and then sprinkled about. You've just gotabunch offolks thathave less than 25 jumps. And |
was on a particular jump. One of the mostimportantthingsto notdie skydiving is landing safely. | think
that's 95% of all incidents and fatalities. Andso, there's afew fundamentalrules to never forget. So, the
landing patternis dictated by thewind. Andthey'llhave awind sock or some dropzones will have abig
arrow that blows withthe wind. Andyoualways wantto landinto the wind becausethatis howyou fly. A
predictable canopy. Ifyou're with the wind, you may have planned everything out distance wise, butyou
can think, oh, shit, I'm like movingreally fast and crash into something. AndI'mvery particular. | always fly
avery conservative pattern.

So, you'vegotyour A point, yourB point,your C,and then you land. So, yourA, itkind of lookslike halfofa
rectangle or three quarters ofarectangle. So,your Aisthelongest, and that's from athousand feet to 600.
Sonowyou're at point B.And then youturn, depending on differentdrop zones, like, okay, we're aleft-hand
landing patternor aright hand. So, dependingwhatdirectionyou're comingin, 1,000to 600in one
direction, 600 to 300. And thatgets you to point C. And then another rightturnand you're landing. So, you
always want to land under alevel canopy. You always want tolookforward and notdown at the ground to
have better altitude awareness. Andunder 300ft, you do not turn your canopy because the way the canopy
flies, soyou got two toggles, and they're basically controllingtwo sides of the canopy. So,the way thata
turn happens.So, let's say | wantto go right, I'll pull onmy right side. Myrightside of my parachute will
startto dip, and then my left side will correct downto meet therightside. It'scalled your correctionarc.

So, if you're below acertain altitude and youtry to turn, you willliterally slaminto the ground. Of the
fatalities, landing incidents, 96% of them are low turns. And that's notjustbecause you don't know better.
Thereis an entirediscipline called swooping, which| thinkis fucking insane. And the whole pointis to
maximize as much vertical speed as you come down to the ground so thatyoucan pull your canopyin a
way that convertsthat speed into horizontal drift. And so, you're literally trying to see how far you can go,
and you can do cool moves or asuperman, butyou're literally accelerating as fast as you can towardsthe
ground.And so howdo youthink you learn how toenter adiscipline like that? All that isto say in 2024, |
don't know the statistic. For2025 of the skydiving fatalities, the average number of jumps was 1200and
10. Meaning for all of the people that died skydiving, all their jump humbers, the averageis over athousand
jumps. Meaning the people that were mostimpacted by unfortunate results were avery high level of skill.

When | saw that, it became very clear that the worstthingthatl can becomein skydivingis complacent.
Andthereis a very documented process, no matter what the skillis, of the rate of progress. So, whatever
you're starting as abeginner to early intermediate, your rate of progress is the highest. Because
everything's new. You're learning, you're asking questions. It'sreally accelerated from thatearly
intermediate to, some say, early advanced. Butl feel like that's so relative. Basically, thereis this huge
chunk, and it's where the majority of skydivers are, whereit's just the danger zone because you're no longer
a student. So,youdon'tnecessarily have people going outoftheir way to be like, hey, youkind of fucked up
onthatlanding here, let me takeyou intothe classroom and tellyouwhatyoudid wrong and how to fix it.
Thatisthedrop zone culture. But when you're not astudent, it becomes, you almost killed everybody.
What the fuck? You kind of lose that grace.



And so, | think people stop asking questions because they're embarrassed. Thatis not me. Anytime | have
A question oraconcernorl'mnot sureif my heart. | am so humblein the sky. And | thinkthe biggest
significancefor me is the fact that people ask, so when did the fear pass? When did you stop being afraid
of the experience? And my answer is always the same. I'm still afraid. Literally every timel walk to the
plane, my stomachis, oh, God. Because sometimes fear isthere becauseit's supposed to be there. You
are doing something that on paper is totallyillogical and at odds with every fiber of yourevolutionary
intelligence of staying alive. Butwe do it anyway. No matter ifit's skydiving or startinga company or starting
arelationship or buying ahouse.There are all these things that are scary becauseit's different, and you
don'tknow whatcouldhappen.Butevery timel makeit out of the plane.

And every jump isawesome. Even ifthere are unexpected components or creative landing situations.
When you land after ajump, your whole body's like, fuck, yeah. Evenifyou fucked everythingup.Ifyou're
doingagroup jump and you're supposed to gripthis person and thenfly overhere, you do what'scalled a
dirtdive. So, beforeyouget on the plane, you and whatever group that you're jumping with, you walk
throughwhatformationyou're going to do. And | fuck up the formation probably like three out of every five
jumps. But | do it safely. So, if | quirk out or if | Lose my heading or something, | knowhow to move myself so
thatI'mnot adangertothe othersas|'mflailing. And then whenyouget safe, there are certain rules, like
you never fly above another skydiver.

So evenifyourgrouphas left you and they're nowanother 500ftunder you, you neverleaveyourslot. So,
you're stillwhereyou were supposed to be, butjust alot of feet higher. Because when everyone else
eventually goes to break off to pull, ifyou're over someone else, you. Youwill naturally track in the same
direction. So now youand this other person, this person's directly under you. So,when they pull, where do
you think they're goingtogo? And it happens because whenyou'redoingagroupjump and you're just
excited and new people and you want to not fuck up oryou wantto impress them or whatever, you're so
focused on the jump that youmightforget some ofthe fundamentals of safety. Oh, shit. | haven't looked at
my altimeter 10 seconds. Oh, it's three, five. Oh, no. Andyou've got an audible altimeter in your ear ifyou
free fly becauseyou'refalling so fast and there'salot goingon.

And so, you can preset the beeps, like, let, you know, 6,000ft. Okay, ourbreak off for this jump. We're doing
a 5,000 foot break off, so. Okay, beep. NowI| know| need to get as far away from everyone as fast as
possible. Andthen 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. After I've tracked five seconds away, |'llwave off, which tells everyone I'm
aboutto pull. Andthenl pull and I'm like, awesome. Okay, cool, we're good. | have an additionalbeep set
for 1000 becausel get so anxious. So, whenyou're just navigatingback to thedropzone, it'sso chill, it's so
peaceful. And the quiet in the sky. Oh, clouds. Like, oh, my God, there'sariver over there. | never knew that.
Andthen they'relike, oh, fuck. Okay, let'stoughen up, Taylor. It's time to land this thing. So, thenit gives me
that beep, which is like the Pavlov dog of, okay, toughen up, shit's happening. It'sgetting real. And so, I'llgo
into my landing patternbecause l'min the process of downsizing.

So different canopies or different sizes, someone's 200 pounds, they're goingto have avery different need
for fabric over their heads. And so, there'saformula. It's called your wingload, and it is the ratio of the size
of your canopyto yourweight. So, my wing load is one because my weight and my canopy are the same
size. So, | know my wing load. And I've been out of the classroom so long, | think higher wingloads will fly
faster under the canopy, and in lower wingloads, they'll descend slower. So, if you and another person are
doing the sametype ofjump, they will spread your exit order out. So, two people have avery close wing



load. You want them as far apart, but if someone's a4 and someoneelselikea0.5. Oh, they'regoing tobe
ontheground before this person pulls.

Itis the most exhilaratingand impactfulexperience that really tests my mind, body connection in away
that's unlike anythingelse. When you'reflying, it doesn't really matter howmanybenches squats you could
do or, like, how manyhours you spend in the gym. It's Just awareness of. Of your body. The slightest
movement of yourhands or yourarms or your leg or even yourhead will have an impact on whereyou go
and what happens. Andso, you haveto thinkabouteverything, butyoucan't overthink anything. And so,
your brain just like in this constant flow of. It's like a pendulum of. Okay, are we good? Checking my
altitude. Okay. Woo. Okay, are we good? Checking my altitude. Okay. Hey, friend,I'm coming toyou. Are we
good? Checking my altitude. So, | love thataboutskydiving. Not only in the sky, butthe community itself.

What are some ofthe most epic places around the world where you have jumped?

Taylor Wallace: Ooh, thefirst one thatcomes to mind would forsure be Baja, which is atown south of Rio.
And | did this beach boogie there. Andso, they had these old-World War |l planes that had the wings that
you could climb out onand all of these different types of planes thatl've never seen in my life. Andin
addition to that, you're jumping over the ocean. You know, to have the jump run, of course,is over the
ocean because you're landingon the beach. So, you're already like, thisplane's so cool. Oh, my gosh, |
haven'tjumped with thisfriend in so long. And then the beepinggoes and the planes are smaller,so you
don'thave 15 peoplein front ofyouto. Okay, let'stoughen up.Justthe doors open and they're like, go. I'm
like, oh, my God. | don'teven know whichdirectionto land. Butit was beautiful. And it was one of those
anchor experiences. Oh, my gosh. | did aballoon jumpin Turkey, in Cappadocia. Andthat's like. You know
when you seethoseiconic photosof. It lookslike a different planet and there's all these balloons on the
horizon. Butlwastherein February.

Thisis when | was doing that Hustle House in Turkey withmy German friends. And| knew that | wanted to
do aballoon jumpthere because oncel saw thatit was possible, | was like, oh, that's goingto beaoncein
a lifetime experience. But | was not aware that Cappadociawas at such a high altitude and such abarren
part of Turkey. It was in the night; it was so cold. And because | was going tobein Turkey, it wasn't like|
broughtany real coats withme. So, me and my friends at thefirst restroom stop,wehadtogointhe
bathroom and puton ourpacked clothes becauseit Was so cold, evenin thevan, they had the heaton,
and justthe cold air from outside was just too strong. Andso, once again, | was really excited about the
jump, and | had done afair bit of prep, so | felt, okay, I've been safe. | know thatballoonscannotbe steered,
solgottobepreparedtobeadaptable. Ifl got to land here, whatdo | need to consider? | felt like | had done
all my research. And so, get on the balloon.

Andthere's one companythat facilitates skydiving in Cappadocia, butit's not all they do. So, they'llhave
peopleintheballoon that justwantto seethe sunrise orthat arejust passengers. You'rejust chillingthere
with your rig, you know, people asking you questions.|'m like, shh. | need to focus. So, at acertain point,
he's like, okay, go. There was no prep, like, we're comingup, because | think the winds were changing. |
don't know why, but I literally had to scramble outof the balloon, and it was so fucking cold, it shocked me.
And that had never happenedbefore.ljumped in cold weather, butl had me. Like, it makes sense that that
happened physically, butl didn'tthinkit would happenso fast because balloons don't get to the same
altitude astheplanes.



You jump fromtheballoon, and thenit's like basically ahop and pop, which is 5,000ft. You count to three,
five if you'rearebel, and then you pullrightaway out ofthe balloon. I'm like, my brain froze. Then I'm like,
shit, how many secondshasit been? Doesn't matter. I'm going topull. Andl was so cold that I didn'thave
feeling in my fingers. So, | literally could notfeel the hackie. | literally couldn'tfeel it. But because | did my
practice beforel jumped, | knew whereit shouldbe. And so, | just trusted thatthis is where it was. And that
shitwas another humblingexperience, because that was probablythe second significant anchor moment
that reminded me, you can prepare for every possible variable that you can think of, but there was awhole
other bucket of shit that can happenthat eitherwould nothave been even logical foryouto think thatit
could happen, orit's one ofthose unfortunate things where, you know, if it happens, yougotto just cut
away. There are certain things you can fix, and then ifyou can't fix it by a certain altitude, you got to justcut
bait and pullyour reserve. Butin away, it gives me peace, knowing, okay, I'm jumping withgear that |
maintain, with aparachute thatl packed. | have controlled anythingthatgoes wrongthat can befixed. |
know. [ know how tofix it.

I have seen video footage of you jumping outof a plane and doing forwardflips over and over.
Jumping out of the plane. Can youdescribe that technique and what thatfeels like?

Taylor Wallace: It'sfunny you ask becauseit's the exit that maybe looks okay. Gainers are pretty cool, but
you need to jump out of aspecific plane. Againer is when someonerunsforward and they grab theirknees
as they flip backwards, and that justlooks pretty cool. But flipping out of the planeis actually the easiest
exit becauseyou don't haveto accountfor therelative wind of the plane. You don't have to thinkabout
saying stable and all of these particular things. So, when youhave to what's called floating or something, or
you'redoing ajump with other people, it's like, veryimportant thatyouarein your spot in the doorand that
thefirst person.

So maybe the camera flyer will jump first and then the lead will count it out. Butyou're notjust blindly
jumping towards each other.It'slike, okay,you're going tobe the back floater. This person's afront floater.
The personinthemiddleis going to move. It'smeticulous. So, yeah, | flip out of aplaneif I'mjust jumping
by myself. And | want to have fun. But knowinghowto safely exit in different orientations is one of the most
important things, especially forbigger and bigger group jumps.

That's amazing. You did the balloon jumpin Cappadocia. That's incredible. Any other epic
scenic global jump somewherein theworld thatyoujust did it and youwere like, wow, this is really
spectacular.

Taylor Wallace: Skydive Chicago is the second largest drop zone in the U.S. and every summer they have
thisboogie. It'scalled Summerfest. People comefrom all over the world for this boogie, soit's huge. You've
got exceptional loadorganizers. Andbecausethere's so manypeople, there's multiple planes in the air at
different times. And ifthere's enough peoplein certain situations, they'll bring out what's called the sky
van. Andthat's areally coolplane wherethe back just drops out and you just, like, fuckingsend it. Andso,
ononeofthedays, they had acostumejump because thetheme ofthis boogie was Wild Wild West or
something. So, ifyou broughttherightcostume oryouhad your props, like Toyguns or acowboy hat or
something. Then they let yougo on this jump. So, we're like two separate sky vans because one group is
free flying. | was not skilled enough for that. So, | was like, I'llhang out with the belly, folks. And then the sky
van doorsjust drop.And then there's justso many peoplein the sky because the door drops.



Butyou'redoingazoo jump, whichmeans everyone needs to be actually very close together. It's like you
are physically onthe personinfrontofyou,because asecond delay inthedoor andyou'rejust away from
everyone. Andso that was my first zoo dive. But because this boogieis so special, the skill levelis really
high. So again, | was maybe one of two people that had under 500 jumps. So, I'm just like, wait for me, guys.
Just like, trying tokeep up. But it was just so cool to see so many peoplein the sky. They'llhavethe yellow
that hasthewacky inflatable arm like tube thing, but it's justlike one long column. And so thatperson'sthe
axis. Then everyone's justflyingaround them and shooting theirgunsin the sky. | was like, thisis so fun.
Thisis what | dreamed it would be like if | stuck it out and kept practicingand trainingto get to alevel where
they let me on jumps like this. It was one of those milestone experiences.

That's so amazing. Let me ask you one more question, Taylor, and then we'llwrap thisup
and moveinto The Lightning Round. When youthink back nowaboutall of the travel that you've done and
the experiences you've had over the years, whatimpact do youthink all of that has had on you as aperson?
And why areyou so passionate aboutcontinuing totravel at this pointin your life? What does travel mean
toyou?

Taylor Wallace: It kind of goes back to skydivingin away. Doing dangerousthings carefully. And it's not
thattravelingis inherently dangerous, like someone's going tokidnap or killyou, butit requires youto get
out ofyour comfortzonein someway or another. Whether it's a super long, uncomfortable flight or having
tofigure out how to communicate anew language, or thetime zones whereyou can't talk toyour parents
or something regular. Like, there's always going tobe something, some trade off. Andit's learninghowto
leaninto that and reinforce to yourself whatyou're made of, ifthat makes sense. So, it's always areally
special experience when somethingdoesn'tgo how | planned, butl'm ableto adapt. Andthe morel travel,
thefaster and the more strategically | can adapt to setbacks.

Andit'sjustreally cool beingable to kind of track the process of. Oh, my gosh.l remember my first trip, |
had my phone stolen or something that was, ugh, okay, I'm leaving. | gotto go home. | don't know how | can
come back fromthis. Fast forward to atrip twoyears later.| was hospitalized with COVID at one pointin
Brazil. lwasin a French hospital in Vietnam for three weeks. Andso, it's justreally cool to see how this
tracking yourpersonal developmentprogress. Not that it's all about you. | think it'sreally importantto think
about not onlyhowan environment impacts you, but how you impact that environment. So, I'mvery
mindful, especially when | go toplaces wherethey'rejust blatant opportunities to add value, | will
consciously think about how | can do that. So, ifthere's anonprofitthat's hostingan open micnightand |
see itin somegroup, I'm like, oh, whatareyou guys raising money for? Cool. Let me shareit with my
remote ear community. Or do youneed help setting up? It's just | am looking for ways to give back to the
space that has given me these experiences.

And I think that'sareally special part of traveling as well, because it adds awhole other layerto howyou
connect with an environmentor acommunity. And | have spent my life building these skillsand
specializations that could, instead of moving aneedlefrom 0 to point 2, it couldbe a0 to 20 when utilized
theright way. My parents always say you're blessed to be ablessing. So, you look at all of the fortunate
things that you have and have access to, and the fact that you speak Englishand that you have this
education and you know these people. Youhave so many factors thathave cometogetherto giveyousuch
knowledge or contextor,youknow, however youdefineyourblessings. And it's justsuch awasteto keep
themtoyourself. Andso, | think that'ssomethingthat| think about agoodbit.



Well, Taylor, | thinkthat is the perfect place to end the main portionofthis interview. Andat
this point, areyou readyto movein to the lightning round?

Taylor Wallace: |I'm ready.
Let'sdoit. Allright. Whatis one book thatyouwould recommend that people should read?

Taylor Wallace: The Psychology of Money by Morgan Housel. | thinkit is essential reading. | think a big
thing for alot ofnomads. Andthisis just based on anecdotal experiences of talkingto friends that have
tried or successfully repatriated after along time abroad. America can feel just stupidly expensive unless
you'recoming from Europe. The same crest toothbrushin Colombiais 15 cents. And then youcometo the
U.S.andit's like $6. It's justthese principal things. I'm like, fuck that. At least forme, | had some learned
behavior or stories aroundvalue and money and what's fair. Andit was kind of startingto impact my life a
little bit. Specifically, you know, movingback to Chicago. And so, my brother actually recommended this
bookto mewhen | was just talking tohim about myexperiences so far. And it was awesome.

Allright, Taylor, ifyou could have dinner with any one person that's currently alive today that
you've never met, just you and that person for an evening of dinner and conversation, who would you
choose?

Taylor Wallace: Thereis an influencer. Her nameis Taryn Delanie. And | think she won Miss New York or
something. Maybe thatwas the origin. And she's just so funnyand notin like a stand up, comic way. It'slike
all of theweird things that | think or do in my bathroom or walkingdown the sidewalk and seeing things,
shejustfinds a way to communicate theideas in areally funny, creative way. And there's always been a
part of me that wishes | was abit more creative. | was definitely conditioned in avery like logical engineer's
household. | feellike I'm not good at creativity. Andso, tomeet someone thatl kind of identify with, witha
lot of the tangible thoughts and seeing her creative ways of expressing them or teasing them, she's
probably theonlyinfluencer | know,unless they're a skydiver. So, one of my friends will share some of her
funnier things in their stories. And that'show | saw it. | was like, oh, | want tobe her friend. So, Taryn, if
you'relisteningto this, let'shang out.

Allright. Knowing everythingthatyouknow now, ifyou couldgo back in time and give one
piece of adviceto your 18-year-oldself, what would you say to 18-year-old Taylor?

Taylor Wallace: Fail withgrace. When | look back at the timeline of 18 to now, there are afew specific
experiences or setbacks that | really spentalot of time ruminating on. Just overthinking and self-criticizing
and just changing my whole disposition. The amount of time that | wasted worrying over thingsthat |
couldn't change.l wouldn't consider myself old now, butnowthat I'm older, | think I'm more aware ofthe
value of my time. And so, | thinkif| could tell my younger self, it's goingto be okay, shit'sgoingto happen,
andjust letitrock.

Allright, of all the places that you have now traveled, what are three of yourfavorite
destinations you would mostrecommend other people should definitely check out.

Taylor Wallace: Brazil, Japan and Thailand.

Amazing picks. | have been to all of those multiple, multiple times because | dearly love
them as well. Allright, last question. What areyourtop three bucketlist destinations? Places you have not
yet been highest onyourlist you'dmost loveto, see.


https://amzn.to/4qZSRQq

Taylor Wallace: | thinkthefirst onewould belndia. It's. Itjust fascinates me. | just feel like there'sso much
culturetherethat there'sjust so much tolearn and see and experience, and there's justso many different
pockets of culture. So, Indiais high. Morocco is weirdly high, largely because | had the chanceto go and all
of theadvicel got was, don't go alone. Asawoman, you'llhave a better experienceifyou don'tgo alone.
And so, when | wasin Turkey and | had the opportunity with relative ease, | was like, ah, okay, I'm going to
come back. So, it was like one of those places that | told myselfl was goingto revisit, and | have to honor
thethings that | say to myself. So, | wanttogo to Morocco.And thenthe third place, | think would be Petra
in Jordan. I'm not superoptimistic with the directionthat partoftheworldis headed. And so, there'sjust so
much history and thingsthat | wouldlike to see while | can still seethem. I feel like it's one of the few
historical wonders of the world that's still hangingin there. So, I'dreally like to get there someday. Maybe
someday sooner than later.

And doyou have abucket list skydive jump. Either a particular place or atype of jump that
you dream about doingsomeday. What's at the top of the list?

Taylor Wallace: Maybe it will bethe Palmin Dubai. I've seen some pretty fun jumps.| have afriend that's
aninstructor outthere, butl need to get my sealicenseto do that. And like | said, I'm not rushingthat
process. So, | guess that makes it agood bucket listbecause | have somework before |l get there, butone
day.

Absolutely. Well, Taylor, at this point, | want you to let folks knowhowthey can find you,
follow you onsocial media, check out whatyou'reup to.How do you wantpeople to comeinto your
world?

Taylor Wallace: So, myhandle on Instagram is @taylorwallace. Andthen frommy bio,you can see my
website or get in touch or contact mein any other way.

Andwealso have ashow notes page, so you can also go to themaverickshow.com go to the
show notes for this episode, and thereyou're going to find direct links to everything we have discussed in
this episode, including Taylor'swebsite and her social mediahandles and all the otherways to connect
with her.

Taylor, this was such a special conversation. Thank you so much forcoming onthe show.
Taylor Wallace: Thanks for having me.

Well, it was amazing to haveyou, and good night, everybody.
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