Thisis parttwo of my interview with Chacon.Ifyou have not yet listened to partone, | highly
recommend you go back and do thatfirst because it provides some reallyimportantcontext forthis
episode. Ifyou have already heard partone, then please enjoy the conclusion of my interview with Alex
Chacon.

I want to ask you nowaboutsome of your motorcyclerides, travel experiences on other
continents,and | think the onel want to startwithis asking youaboutEgypt. | lived in Cairofor aboutnine
months and have spent time traveling around the country as well. You rode 3,000 kilometers acrossthe
country of Egyptin nine days when you did that, whatfor youwere some ofthetop, most special highlights
of that trip that still stick in your memory.

AlexChacon: Nine months, that'scrazy. So, what | did in Egyptwas allittle different. | did this thing called
the Cross Egypt Challenge, and it still goes on. And basically,yourace ascooter or aVespaaround the
entirecountry and you tryto do it as fast asyou can. So as far as the highlights and the most special things
that | saw were not of destinations, were notoftemples. We're not thatof a main tourist thing. The most
special things for me were gettingup before sunrise, starting my drive, freezing my ass off, and watching
themostincredible sunriseyou've ever seen. At 5:30 in the morningas you'redrivingand all youhearis the
windinyour ears. You're smellingthe airand you'rejustin this really ancient part of the world and you got
the pyramidsinthe corner over there and you seethe sunrise and you're driving, there's no one around you.

And | haveavideo ofthis on my YouTube. Itwas just so special to be likel am at the great pyramids of Giza
and on a motorcycledrivingintothem and. Andit's sunrise and there's no one here. Thisis nuts. Very
surreal moments like that where you gowow. Butyeah, you gotobviously, the temple of Abu Simbel also
was very cool Luxor. Just walkingaround thetemple there. Anything in Egypt was pretty awesome. But it
was morejust about that visceralexperience. And being in thisancient part of the world and justsunrisein
Egyptisthething | remember most.

| gotto ask you aboutdrivingin Cairo, man, becausel lived there and | would nevereven
consider driving acar, let aloneamotorcyclein Cairo. Simply walking around Cairo. There are no functional
traffic lights. Thereis no stop in traffic. You have to walk through four lanes of full speed oncoming traffic if
you want to get across theroad. The motorcycles drive on the sidewalk. They gotfour peopleon the
motorcycle, baby, hanging off the side. | mean, what wasiit like drivinga motorcyclein Cairo?

AlexChacon: Yeah, it’s everything you said, isn'tthat exciting! You wonder why | drive aroundthe world on
amotorcycle.It'sbecausel get to join those people doing the crazy things. Going onthe sidewalk, going
around traffic, tryingto dodge obstacles. Youknow, it's all those things. So, drivingin Egyptis actually super
easy. It'snot as challengingas you think.It's not so dangerous as you think. Again, I've driven across 70
countries onthe motorcycle. | can giveyou more dangerous places. But it was chaotic and it was fun and.
And becausethere's ho standard rules, nobody follows the stoplights that arethere are stoplights. It's a
basically free for all, but everybody understands the rhythm of howit works.

So that's adifference between Egypt and other places is that they get it. They're notgoingto gothroughthe
intersection at full speed, butthey're goingto kind of push their way through. Butthe other personknows
and you know, whoever is a little more, let's say brave putting acar out there and they figure it out,you
know allthose old VW buses that you see for the public transport, they don'twant tohurt those things.
They don'twant to get hurt. They wantto get home safely. Butthingl'm going to tellyousomethingthat's
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very controversial and I'm goingto say it, and I'm going to say it because | absolutely believeit and | have
the experience and | have proof of my experience in this situation.

One ofthemost dangerousplaces in the entire worldthatl've been to driving atwo wheeled vehicle. Bali,
Indonesia. Bali, to meis the place | have seen the most accidents, the most touristsget hurt, people not
wearing helmets. Ifyougo to Ubud and you're walkingthatmain road every single day in the evening, you
see peoplewith bandages on their knees, with, with burnt exhaust, thingson their legs, people who
weren't wearing ahelmet and they're all wrapped up like amummy. It's insanity. And every time tell
people, there's like, really? | never felt more unsafe drivinga motorcycle anywhere in the worldthan here.
Even if you understandtheflow oftraffic, evenifyou respect all the signals, it's the tourists that have never
driven amotorbike on the streets and it's free for all. Andl've never seen more accidents and | never felt
moreunsafethan | havein Bali.

Well, | have heard you say thatIndiais one of the most exciting places to drive amotorcycle
intheentireworld. Can youtalk about whythatis?

AlexChacon: Yeah, it's definitely one ofthe mostincredible places in the world. So, | have the experience
of going to India probably nine times in my life, sometimes for three months, sometimes foramonth. And
halfthetimel'vedone a motorcycle roadtrip somewhere. So, I've actually driven from almost the very
south of Indiathrough the coast, all the way to the very northwith the borderwith Pakistan. So, I've seen
thewhole countryviatheroadways and I've been there quite enough.

Ifyou know anything about the United States and the road trip possibilities, the United States is one of the
most beautiful placestoroad trip onthebasisthatit's verydiverse, on the basis that you'llfind all types of
geographic extremes and beauty. And it'sso diverse.In the United States you have so many things and
most peoplewho travel alot will tell you the same. Indiais the same way, except you can get all that
diversity in asmaller package. You can go from Goato DelhitoRajasthan then youget to Manali, you get to
the mountains, youget to Ladakh, you getthe Himalayas, get the highest navigable road in the world.
Everybody always wants to be the highestroadin the world. The biggestthing here, that's thisisa
debatable one, you know, butit's avery high road. It'salmost 18,000ft above sea level. It's pretty
awesome. It's areally cool experience.

So, you havethis beautifulgiant across the entire world, butl'm stillin my own countryfeeling and, and it's
really abeautiful place. And also, becauseit's like a pilgrimage in India for the Indian peopleto goto
Ladakh, to gotothe Himalayas. Everybodyfunnels to this area of India, to the northto see the Himalayas
and everybody comes from the bottom of India and theykind of all funnel and it becomes this bottleneck
effect whereyou start seeing motorcycle travelers. You see everybody on the same Royal Enfield
motorcyclethat's built there. Everybody has the same bike; everybody has the same clothing,

Everybody's doingthis pilgrimage, everybody stays at the same camps. It's like this beautiful little connect
community thatyouend up having afamily by the end of it because you meet the same people, you travel
together, everybody stops and eats at the same places and there's so many people doingit. So that'swhy
it'sone of the best places. Not just because oftheviews, but because everyoneelse thereis on tours, on
road trips, on solotrips, on grouptrips. Everybody's funneling intothis verykind of cool, majestic
Himalayan Mountain range for the views and also justfor the experience of seeing everyone else do the
same adventure.



Canyou explain moreaboutwhat aRoyal Enfield Bullet is, especially for non-motorcycle
riders and how choosingthat particular motorcycle to ride in India made your experience so different?

Alex Chacon: Yeah, so | think you knowallittle bit about the history of Royal Enfield, since you're asking the
question in this way. So Royal Enfield motorcycle was originally designed in the UK by the British. However,
it was produced, fabricated and assembled in India, obviously forcost, thewhole thing.So, it's avery
iconiclooking motorcycle. Itis not the mostexpensive motorcycle in the world, it'snot the cheapest, but
it's a very heavy, clunky, not super powerfulmotorcycle. It'snot acrotch rocket looking thing, butit's like a
cruiser with aflat sea. It's got areally, reallyiconic look. So, it's got an 80-year history in India and every
Indian motorcyclistjustit's aclassic. It's like saying it's like aMustangin the United States or it's like a
whatever you connect withon the automotive world from each, butit's a culturalidentity.

So, whenyou do this trip, everybody does it on this bike becauseit's super inexpensive to get. It's super
inexpensiveto fix and find parts for. You'll find people that knowhowto buildit, rebuild it almost
everywhere. So, it's one of those bikes thatit's notthe mostpowerful, butit definitely lookscool and it gets
thejob done. It's avery heavy, donkey, workhorse of a situation. So,you are on the same bike as everyone
else. It'snot about money. It'snot about havingaflashy $20,000BMW. It's notabouthaving a$40,000
Harley Davidson withaloud exhaust. It's not about any ofthat. It's aboutjust gettingand experiencing life
ontheroad to the Himalayas, to having this spiritual Ladakh experience of the Himalayas.

And Ladakh is a statein India, but everybody knows where Ladakh is. It's like saying Alaska for the United
States. Oh, you know, Alaskaroad tripto Alaska. It'slike that destination. It'sthat point. Butthe Royal
Enfield really adds to the experience becauseit's all over Bollywood. The Royal Enfield is so iconic for
Bollywood movies, and all the famous people have driventhem, and they gotall these nice pictures with
thefamous. | don't know, they've done areally good marketing campaign. So, it's just part of the identity.
So, you are notjust experiencing India, you're livingit, you're breathingit. Andanyone who sees you on the
world Enfield motorcycle in Indiaimmediately comes up toyou, looks at the bike, shakes her hand, smiles,
takes selfies with you, becauseyou're on the Enfield.

Well, yourvideo on Ladakh is absolutelyincredible. The shots thatyouwere ableto capture.
So, we'regoing to link that up in the show notes as well for you. As youthink back aboutsome ofthose
most epicrides in India, were there particularmoments that were just really emotionally powerful?

Alex Chacon: During my Indiatrip, the thingsthat were really touching, which are touchingnow, isit's no
longer just aview. It's havingthis experience, like, | don't know, just meetingsomebody and havingnoodles
with them on the side of theroad in this tent that'smoving tome, but also when I'm recordingon my drone,
if I'mrecording ashot orif| captured something that was so unique. Like, in India, | gotcaught in a protest,
and | had my camera on my helmet, and | was trying to navigate through this protest and everythingelse,
and it was a little dangerous. The military guyswere like, what are you doing? You can't be going through
thecrowds likethis. And | wasn't doinganything dangerous. It was just, they don'twant anybody drivinga
vehiclethrough the crowds.

Butwewerethere fortwo and ahalfhours and I'mlike, | got to go,l got thingsto do. | pushedthebike. You
know, | wasn't driving the bike, | was pushingthe bike. So, nothingreally wrong withit. Butbeing able to
record those momentsof a military guy pointing agun atyou, going, like,you can't do this. Get offthe bike.
To moments oflike, oh, wow, you're pushing the bike in the crowd and you're protestingwith us. Cool.
These very extreme moments of emotionsthatI'm able to capture. Those arethe momentsthat make me
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themost happy. Those arethe moments I'mlike, cool, | get to share this now to the world on social media
and YouTube. And that's gone be areally cool, unique momentthat you're not goingto find elsewhere. Or
like areally epicdrone shot whereit's justlike this perspective of being so little in such ahuge place.

So, grabbing the footage now and getting those highlightreel momentsor thegolden shot,or havingthe
perfect light or capturingababy sheep jumpingacross theroad in India, youknow, justthose little
moments wherelike, oh, I'm so glad | had the camerarolling. Those are the moments thatjust make you
feel like, wow, thatis awesome.

Well, | also haveto ask you aboutNepal. Can youtalk about the motorcycle that you rented
in Nepal and how that led to more unique interactions with local people there?

AlexChacon: So, the question| get asked alot is, well, howdo youdrive amotorcycle around the world?
Blah, blah, blah, isn'tit expensive? Okay, so there's afew things.| buy and sell the motorcycles where |l go.|
sometimes rent the motorcycles, sometimes | ship the motorcycle abroad, sometimes | don't. It just
depends onthefinancial situation at the time and howmuch it costs in each place and whether you can do
it or not. Like, forinstance, you cannotbringaforeign motorcycleintoChina. That's justnot goingto
happen. So, you haveto rent there,youhaveto buythere, et cetera, et cetera. So, in this particular
situation, | rented amotorcyclein Nepal. They don'thave alot of great selections. They all they haveis
street bikes with street tires. And|l said, but | want to gooffroad. Andl said, ah, screw it, we're taking the
street bike. Whatever, we'll figure it out.

So, yeah, | was quite literally off roadingon a Bajaj Pulsar 200ccit's avery small bike, no power, butthe
bestthing aboutitisyou can beat the hell outofit andit'll survive. Andit's pretty easy to repair and very
cheap, which | found out later on. So, | basically had the wrong motorcycle for the trip.1 did, because | got
stuckin the mountainsin the mud and everything, and | quite literally had to dragthat bike with my bare
hands across the mountains ofthe Himalayas of Nepal. [t was an experience where one of my YouTube
videos capturesit. Andit's basically mind over matter. It's notaboutwhat you have as far as tech, as far as
an expensivetool and expense.It'sdoable,it's possible if you're strong enoughto fight for it.

Andthatwasthething.l didn't have alot of money back then, so | just wanted the experience ofthat. And |
was willing to really just make myself super, superuncomfortable to get thatexperience. And that's what|
learned on that trip, was it doesn'tmatterthe challenges thatyouhave logistically or withthe tools you
have, in this case, amotorcycle. It's about how determined you are or how stubborn you are, or how hard
you'rewillingto fight foryourself and for your dreams.

Well, | have seen your video of youdriving in Kathmandu. Forpeoplethat have notseen this
video and who have never been to Kathmandu, can you explain whatit is like to drive amotorcycle there?

Alex Chacon: So, imagine having ajar of marbles and you throwit somewhere and all the marbles are just
chaotically bumping intoeach other and bouncingall overthe. Imagine dropping them down stairs. That's
kind of how driving Kathmandu is. Everyone just kindof bumps intoeach other. Everybody's okay withit.
People arejust crossing. There's nolights, there's no directions. There are brake lights onsome vehicles if
you'relucky, butit's achaotic, fun mess of anything. It's quite entertainingto do.

Well, I'm curious for you also, whenyougo to some ofthese places where the majority of
people drive motorcycles. So, for example, Vietnam or you goto Cambodia, | mean, it's super different
from like the United States, whereit's like asmall percentage of drivers drive motorcycles. Andthen you go



thereandit's likethe majority of people on theroad are driving motorcycles. | have notdrivenamotorcycle
in Asia, but I haveridden on the back of amotorcyclein Asia. | was in Ho ChiMinh City at rushhour,and |
was riding on theback ofa Local person's motorcycle. Andwe are at the stoplight,and | don't knowhow
many lanes were supposed to beintheroad, butl looked left and | look right,and | counted, and there
were 17 motorcycles across. And then behindthem, another rowof 17. And behind them anotherrow of
17.And behind Them, another rowof 17 that goes all the way back. And thenthelightturns.I mean, | just
was hanging on, close my eyes. | just kepttelling myself, hedrivesin this every single day. He's been doing
it every single day since he's 18. Everythingis goingto be good. Nothingto worry about at all. And sure
enough, it turned outto befine. But I'm curious for you, when you goto alet's just call it motorcycle centric
city likethat, whatisyourexperience driving there?

AlexChacon: Yeah, | mean, you pretty much describeit correctly onVietnam. It's afun little monster. But,
yeah, you'rerightthat's the thing. Whetheryouget in ataxi, whether you get onamotorcycle and they're
driving crazy, yougo like, no, thisis probably how theydo it every single day, right? The majority ofthe
placesis likethat. You like. Youknowwhat? It seems chaotic and crazy becausewe don't really see this
every single day whereyou'refrom, and it's not whereyou're used to, butthese peopledo it every single
day and far more chaotic and difficult conditions, raining or flooding. And they're doingthis. They're going
fromAto B, and they'vedoneitalot, and they don't have the best equipment, butthey makeit happen.

Itreally changes youbecauseyou seethe way people live and what they're willingto do to survive and how
calm and how chaotic, buthoworganized it all is. Walking across the street in Vietham is an experiencein
itself. Some people are too scared, but it's kind of like that thingin life where, like, oh,my God. | either have
toimmerse myselfin the culture of what it is to walk across, because no one'sstoppingforyou in Vietnam,
and it'sjust awave and a sea of vehicles, and you basically have to just weave yourway through, and ifyou
don'tdo that, you're not goingto get anywhere. Andwhata perfect metaphor for life. Lifeis a giant sea of
motorcyclistsin Vietnam, and ifyou don'tweave your wayin and out of it, you willnotget anywhere.

I lovethat. Well, Alex, | also want to ask youaboutyour experience in Pakistan.l have heard
you say thatyou've never felt more welcome anywhere in the worldthan in Pakistan. Can you share some
of themoments in Pakistan that made you feel that way? Where you were and what the encounters with
local peoplewere like?

AlexChacon: Thefriendliness and the openness and the welcoming nature of the Pakistani people was
justkind of like anice hug. | would say thatit was the taxidriversthat really did it for me. Didn'tknow where
I needed to go. Look,thisiswherel gotto go.I'mnot surewhereitis. And canyouhelp meout? Hegoes,
yeah. | didn't feel like anyone wanted to take advantage of mefinancially. | felt like people genuinely trying
to helpyou. Iwasn't charged extortionate prices. | wasn'tasked to give tips for askingfor help or directions
orextraservices. And it was just avery humbling experience to be, oh, people, even though economically
aren'tdoing well compared toalot ofusthat areableto travel alot, this culture in this countryis just
generally very niceand doesn'ttry to take advantage of visitors and even theirown people.

What have you noticed about motorcycle culture in different countries around the world?
Maybe similarities, maybe differences. Andhow has motorcycle culture enabled you to make connections
across cultures thatyouotherwise probablywouldn'thave?

Alex Chacon:I'd like to say that my motorcycle community around the worldis unique and it's different
than every other community, butit's not. Ithasits groups of people. It has its things. You connect with them



for certain reasons. But the thingabout my motorcycle communityis that, forinstance, whenl was driving
across Thailand for 45 days, | met the Harley Davidson chapter of Thailand. And it was fascinatingbecause
it was a rough and tough group of people. Harleys are very expensive to buyin Thailand. So,anybodywho
has a Harley has a lot of money. And theytypicallytend to be on thatfinancial scale of lawyer, doctor or
engineer or somebody who'sjust kind of really well established. Everythingelse.

Butthenyou havethe peoplewho don'thavethelegitimate money and areon thatgrayareaofisthisa
drug dealer or is this alawyer? So, the community’s kind of really vastly differ around the world. Butevery
single motorcycle communitythatl comeacross, it's like any community is that you'll find the nice people,
you'llfind the people whowant totry to explain things to youlikeitis in their point of view, and thatwhat
you're doing is the wrong way. You got the community that sayshey, please come stay with us. We know
we just met. We want to help youdo this or whateverbecauseyou're also driving amotorcycle. Andone
nice, funny, interesting, beautiful storywas that | was in the Patagoniain Argentina after my motorcycle
broke down.

Thiswhole story, | told you before, and | was so exhausted comingup fromUshuaia. And ifyou look at
Argentina, Ushuaiais thevery tip of it. That's whereyoutake all the cruises, all the way to Antarctica, the
wholething. So, it's verydownthere. Butit takes youthree days driving 15 hoursaday to get the Buenos
Aires straight shot. Three days driving 15 hours aday. It's areally, really far. It's like saying drivingfrom
Floridaall the way to Alaska, basically. So, it's avery, verylarge distance. So, | was so, so tired gettingdown
there. And at some point, | was looking for aplace to sleep and camp out, and | came across this little
residential neighborhoodthat had alittle bit of extraterritory ofalot, let's say, where there was nothing.
And | was like, I'm going to pitcha 10 here, but | need away for it to get darker so nobody comes and
bothers meortellsmelcan'tdoit. Butl saw agarageopen inthis areaand | just stood there lookingat my
maps and stuff, trying to figure things out. Andl saw there was amotorcyclein there. And, oh,thatguy
drives amotorcycle. That's acool bike. That's an old Africatwin.They don'tmakeit anymore.

Now they makeit again, but back then they weren't makingit. Andl was like, that's really cool bike, you
know. And | just kind of stood there looking helpless for alittle bit. And the guy came out. So, he cameup to
me, said, hey, how areyou?I'mgood, I'mgood. I'm justtrying tofind the things here and whateverand blah,
blah, blah. And he goes, oh, really? Yeah. What are you doing? I'm doing thistrip. Wow, youcome along
way. And | said, yeah. And he says, oh, | seeyou drive abike. And yeah.So, we connectedthat one. And
within five minutes of meeting the guy, he literally says, you hungry? I'm like, yeah, and says, you want to
come in and eat? Sure. Do you need aplaceto stay?I'mlike, | mean, | don't wantto be abother. He's like,
that'sfine. | have an extraroom.Do youneed anythingelse? Doyouneed gas?I'mlikeno, it's likeyou've
known me for five minutes. | couldbe acomplete stranger. Andthis guy fromArgentinajust literally said,
come on, comeonin. So, | learned about his life, his story, his wife, and we've been friends ever since.

Wow. Well, youmentioned riding in Thailandand | have to ask you becauseI've seen your
video. You did a45-day 3000-mile motorcycle trip duringone of the hottest months ever recorded in
history. Temperatures were averaging 105 degrees Fahrenheit a day with 100% humidity. Can you take us
backto that trip and describe the experience and what you learned from completingthat trip?

AlexChacon: Let me first say if you've been hearing my stories here for the last houror so, | don't
particularly choose these adventures in these ways for them tobe so difficult and so ridiculous where you
say why areyou doing this? It just happens toworkout this way. | was invited to Thailand for aproject not
to dowith motorcycles, promote tourism,thewhole thing, etc. So | did that and after | did that | said, cool.|



have an open-ended ticket from this thing that was free and | can leave whenever | want. | want to goand
kind oftravel and seethe whole country. And at some point, | met some guy fromHarley Davidsonthat
worked at the local chapter. Within two, three days | was at the office, we're shaking hands and they said,
what doyou want? What do you need? Can we get youa Pan American motorcycle which is agigantic
Harley Davidson motorcycle that's not an off-road vehicle but it's a cool bike, it'salot of fun.

And | said, well, you wantto lend methis thingfor the nextthree, four weeks? Like | thinkwe can make that
happen. So, itjust happened tobe opportunistic. So, thisis why | choose these trips. However,in June,
NASA recorded it as the hottest month in recorded history. Itwas miserable. It was atrip that | don'twant
anyoneto experience. | musthave burned afew brain cells because ofhow hot . | could haveridden on
that motorcycle naked and | stillwould have been hot the entire time. That's just. Itwas miserable. You're
wearing a helmet; you're wearing protective clothing. We hydrating every single 30 minutes so you don't
passout. Dehydration was ahugething. Heat stroke was ahuge concern. Buthere's thething. It was an
opportunitywherel either get to travel and see the entirety of Thailand at no cost with an awesome
motorcycle.Butit needsto happen now. That's notgoingto happen later.

And that opportunity is not goingto be available again because that was the circumstances from the
motorcycle being available to this person, being in charge of the lending program towhatever it's like, this is
not going to happen again. Do | take the opportunity and | suffer through the challenges of whatit's goingto
taketo experience a six to $10,000 trip for close to nothing outside my personalcosts, my gas, everything
else, hotel, food, oramInotgoing todo it? Well, obviouslyI'm going to do it becauseit's acool story. Butl
didn'tknowit's going tobethe hot butit was very dangerous. | was wakingup at 4 in the morning. | was
driving from 4amuntil8, 8 or 9am Then it got so hot from 10am all the way until 6pmSo basicallythe only
timel could drivewas from 4amto 10am 11am Max before it got overwhelmingly hot. Becauseremember
whenyou'reon the motorcycle and the wind hits you, you're dehydrating yourself fromthe momentthe
wind starts hitting you and it's already hotin the morning.

Soyou're basically, youhave atimelimit every single day, if that'ssafe to drive. Because | was driving
throughoutthe days for the first week or so | was like alittle raisin. | was like adried up prune and | couldn't
drink enough and | couldn't hydrate enough and | couldn't putenough electrolytes in my systemto keep up
with the consistent loss of it throughoutthe day. So,the onlytime | was ableto do it was by doing this early
inthe morning.

Well, | want to talk to you knowaboutyour video and filmmakingjourney. | have mentioned
alongtheconversationherethat | have seen anumber of your videos and so manyofthemjust have
exquisite cinematography. And | wantto talkaboutthejourney, getting tobe whereyou are nowas an
Emmy winning filmmaker. And | want to start with yourvideo titled Around the World in 360 Degrees - 3
Year Epic Selfie, which | think ended up being one of thetop 10 videos on all of YouTube for theyear and
now has something crazylike over 100 millionviews on thatonevideo. Can you describe? We're going to
linkitupintheshow notes becausel want peopleto go watch it. Butfor folks thathaven'tseenit, canyou
describethevideo and why it was so groundbreaking and ultimately trend setting as well?

AlexChacon: So, thisisthevideo that started my travel career because before then | was just traveling
and people kept asking me the same questions after my trips and my travels. Whatwas yourfavorite thing?
What was your favorite country? What you see, what do youremember? What is it? At some point |
answered the same 15 questions over and over again.| got so tired. So, | justsaid, I'm just goingtomake a
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video and just have somebody say, youhave any questions? Watch a2 1/2-minutevideo. So, this video, it
was so powerful becauseright place, right time, it's betterto be lucky in lifethan to be good, as they say.

But basically, this video | had been filming forthreeyears. That'swhyit's called athree-year epic selfie.
Because my first threeyears oftravel, | was filming this. Andit basically is my GoPro HD version 2, by the
way, which tells youhow longago this was. Selfie sticks weren't even athing when | started filming this
backin 2011. Butforthreeyears, | filmed my travels around the worldusingatechnique that noone had
ever donebefore, using atool that | had to develop myself, a selfie stick. | had to break the legs of a tripod,
zip tiethem, duct tape them, and | had to find away to put a GoPro at the end of it, which in today's world
sounds likeavery simpleideabecausethere's so many products forit. But 2011, nothing existed. The
monopod attachmentfor the GoPro cameradidn't even exist.

So, | was a pioneer in the sense that people say, hey, you're like the father of the selfie stick. And people
say, yeah, you were thefirst one thatreally used the selfie stick. Now, by the time my video came out, the
selfie stick kind of had come out a year before that. So unfortunately, | didn'tget the full claim to fameon
that one. But whatever, who cares? So, | was filming thisvideo and basically, it's me holding selfie stick,
both arms extended, doinga clockwise motion in the mostscenic, beautiful parts of theworld. Fromthe
BurjKhalifato the Egyptian pyramids, tolguazuwaterfalls in Brazil, tothe Uyuni salt flat in Bolivia, to the Taj
MahalinIndia, to all over Europe, just you nameit. By thattime, | had traveled 40 countries. So, it was a
two-minutevideo, very quick pace, happy song, happy music, and it was just me changingthe scene every
threeto four seconds. And thatcaughtfire. Andrightplace, right time,because | started recording thatin
2011, itreleased May 2014.

And oneofthetop words searched on Google for the year was selfie. So, when | released the three-year
epic selfie, | was surfing the SEO wave on YouTube, which istheworld's second largest search engine. So, |
caughtthewave. Rightplace, right time. It gotafew thousandviews within afew days. | was super happy
with that. | was like, cool.500 people saw my video. Totallyworth it. Now| can just show people this video
and tellthem what | experienced throughout my travels the last three years. But thenon day five, got
quarter million views, day six million views, day seven, | got acall from CBS this morning say, hey,can you
be in New York tomorrow? | said, absolutely. They flew me out, did an interview live with Gayle and Norah
and Charlie Rose.

Andyeah, it was really surreal experience because by that pointit had gone up. When | got on air, they said,
well, as of today, youhave now 10 millionviews on yourvideo, whichfor 10 millionviews is like a50
million viewed video rightnow. Because back then it wasn't ahuge thing.So right place, righttime. Andthat
changed my life forever. And it was just an art project that | did. A creative idea that | just said, whatis
something thatno one's ever done before and howcan |l integrate this withwhat I'm doing now withmy
travels? And it was the best decision of my life.

Well, that video, alongwith some ofyourother epicvideos, likethe oneyoudid in Ladakh
and the Himalayas, were just yourvideo footage putto music withno narrative voiceover.And I'm
wondering, for thosetypes of videos, can you talkabouthowyou're able to take people on such an
emotional journeyjust withthe cinematography and the musical score and your approach to creating that
typeofvideo?

Alex Chacon: It took me six months to edit that selfie video. Six months. Because | had to find theright
song, | had to buy therights of theright song, | had to find therightscenes, | had to basically tellastory


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTlXttQL_Yk

without speakingasingle word. Andit wasn't justrandomly puttingthings together. It took me six months
of deciding which of the thousands of pieces of footage | had that | would use. Quick side noteiswhen |
started filming this video, | did about 10 different things at each location. Andback then 2011, people
weren't using selfie sticks. The looks thatl got frompeople,it's like, what's this guy doing with a stick? This
is stupid. Helooks like an idiot. Because people weren'tdoing selfies back then. So, | did like 10 different
techniques. | did ajumping technique. | threw the camera away from me. I'm like, one ofthese has got to
work out. So, | did 10 different things and eventually | decided on the “360 technique that | developed”.

So, taking people on ajourneywas about understanding how storytellingworks without speaking aword,
which was hard visually speaking, but it was aroller coaster. [t was likeyou build it, youdrop allittle bit, you
build it up, drop alittle bit,and then you build it to the climax and youdrop it down, you know. So, it was a
wholevisual story offiguringouthowto do thatwith all my scenes and pastingit togetherin therightorder.
Because if anybody knows anythingaboutzodiac signs, I'mvery much aVirgowhen it comes to detail
orientated mindset. So, ifit's not perfect, | don'tlikeit. So that's whyit took such along time.So that's
wherel kind of learned about that visual storytelling. And then today, now | incorporate that with the ability
to remix music, with the ability of narratinga human storyand emotion at the moment.

So, my morerecent short films and videos and everything, it's abase of the cinematographythat! learned
atayoung ageto knowhow do | connect withthe audience? What are people goingthrough? Let's talk
about losing someone. Let's talk aboutwhat|'m feeling looking at the Tokyo Tower herein Japan. Let's talk
about, oh, my God, | feel so lost in my life and I'm reaching apoint where | can find myself creatively and
I'mgoingin circles and how do | convey the storywith what'sgoing on with some visual storytelling and the
personal storytelling. So now| actually have ninevideos that | haven't released yet. But they are shortfilms
with very deep, emotionally rooted storytelling thatl'mreally excited to start releasingon my YouTube
channel next year. So, ifyou like what you've seen so far, be sure to subscribe because | got somereally,
really coolthingshappening comingup for somevideosthat willconnectwith the audiencein such adeep
way, but bevery relatable butalso inspiring.

Well, you wonan Emmy award for your motorcycle travel shortfilm called_L/mits. And that
one, | think is exactly whatyou're talking about, whereyou are doing narrative storytelling. You are doing
vulnerable, personal introspection. Can you share whatthat film was about? For people thathaven'tseen
it, we'lllink it up of course, in the show notes and whyyouthink thatstood out so profoundly and wonthe
Emmy.

Alex Chacon: That concept that | did was the very first videothat | tried doingit this way and ended up
winning an Emmy award. Lucky me. | didn'teven thinkaboutdoingthatfor thatreason, but it just kind of
happened that way. It actuallywon for Best Solo Storyteller. Funnyenough, becauseit's cinematography,
thewriting, thewhole thing. Yeah, | mean, the film's more about apersonal journey that | had and
challenges that | faced and what | was feeling and the challenges we all go through, buthowto persevere
fromthem. And what | was doingon this motorcycle road tripacross Wyomingto really kind of deal with it
and mend it. And why do | travelon the motorcycle? Whyam | out here? What's the reason for this? It
doesn't make sense. Am | just confused? Why is this confused?

So, itjust, you know, that deep humanstory of just being lost, not knowingifit's theright path, butalso
figuring things outand then havingthis beautiful momenton this trip to kind of get you out ofthatfunk and
find the meaning and find the reasons for what you're doing or what you have questions for. So, itwas a
really relatable storyofthese arethe challenges, these arethe problems. This justhappenedto menow
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and oh my God, now I'm seeing things differently. And oh, thisistheresolutionand the conclusion. This is
what | learned. So that film really was a project of love because | need to evolve my creativity as it does
every two years on my YouTube, asyou'll see, because | started withvisual cinematographyto then
vlogging, thento narrative stuff. Andit's just kind of always evolved.

So, | said, what is my evolution as an artist now? Becauseit's been threeyears, | haven'tchanged. And how
do I makeit deeper and morevulnerable and moreinteresting? | need higher stakes, basically, iswhat |
needed. So, I'vekind of put everythingtogether and it became that and won an award. And that's the next
ninevideos coming out on my YouTube nextyear.

So today, when makingshort films and vlogs, how do you currently think aboutwhether to
centeryour personal journey of self-discovery and introspection through travel versus centering the local
people and places whereyou'retraveling? And has thatevolved or changed over the years?

Alex Chacon: Here's the thing. We're getting so much content, so manyvideos and so much social media
stuffthat to get people's attention is almostimpossible now. It'sso much. Andthey're all echo chambers.
Ifyou are all about this political subject, that's allyouget on yourfeed. Ifyou're all about pretty girl, they
know | get these prettygirls onyour feet. Ifyou're all about guys choppingwoodwith abs, then you're
getting nothing butguys choppingwoods with abs. Right? You're getting all these things thatare just
echoed and that's all you're getting. So, whatever you're lookingand searching, it becomes an echo thing.
So, | said, how do | maketravel videos thatdon't suck? That's my tagline for this next year. Travel videos
that don't suck. Andwhat's something thatyoudon'tsee anymore? I'mtired of seeing garbage on social
media. | don'tknowaboutyou, it's addictive in such away, but youbecome mindless.

So, thisiskind of like an evolution fromthat and beinglike,howdo | be different? How do | do something
with actual meaning? And thatincorporates bringing my personal perspective and eyes into a culture, into
a particular situation, into a struggle that someone elseis having. Andthathow I'm helpingthem or how I'm
dealing with that, or how that's affecting me and how that's affecting them and howdoes thatrelatable to
the audience? And you mightbe having something in your life, the same capacity | am, but thisis my
situation and in alittle more different exotic circumstance. But thishappens at home all the time. So, it'sa
mix with thehuman story and struggles of whatit is to be human. But at the same time with theflair and
excitement of travel in different exotic locations, destinations or adventurous situations or things where
thesetypes of common struggles and challenges we all face are very heightened because ofthe
circumstances.

Well, | want to ask you also about yourentrepreneurial journey. You mentioned you dropped
out ofmed schoolto go onthistrip and then thatled youin an entirely differentdirection. And I'm
wondering ifyou can take us alittle bit just professionally, business wise, on that journeyfrom being a
traveler who'sfilming some of your experiences and puttingthem up on YouTube to now being afull-time
creative entrepreneur, the owner of a creative agency and how you got there.

Alex Chacon: Yeah, soimagine 22 yearsold, 21 years old, saying I'm quitting everything, selling everything
I haveand | don'tknow ifI'm going to come back, tellingmy mom that I'm breaking up with agirlfriend that
I'm currently seeing and selling everything and travelingthe world on the motorcycle. Andl don't knowifI'll
be back. So that's kind of the genesis of itis that's where my lifereally actually began, which iswhen | was
willing to sacrifice everything for an ideaand a dream of experiencing lifein this way. So, when | did that
epic selfie video and | got my 10 minutes offame and | was on every TV network and | had all these views



and, and this wholething, | didn'trealize back then that | could make money doingsomethingthat | was
passionate about. | thoughtit was either alawyer, comingfrom the Mexican background, it's verykind of
conservative in away of lawyer, engineer, doctor, date, get married, have kids, have grandkids, retire, travel
and die. To be very basic. It'skind ofthat.

| entered some photography contests whenl was 15 in high school, wonthird place, second place, never
really won, butl understood what compositionwas and what visuals was. And it was just acombination
of, ohmy God, thisiswhat I'm looking at. | wish | could captureit. And capturingit, whetheritbein a
photography or video capacity, and the evolution of that, then integrating the human element and
storytellingand then cool two-minute videos, having life experiences and sharingthatwith people. Yeah, it
was just natural evolutionis how do | share my life with people. Andit just, that's what it's become now,
whichis, oh, just do it this way. Andall different platforms with different messages oneach one. And that's
wherethebusiness camefrom. That's where my daily life comes from. [t wasn't really a conscious choice
thatI'mgoing to do thisattheend oftheday and when | get everythingdone, | should be here.

No, it was kind of like these opportunities presented themselves. | felt this way at this point, so | needed to
leave everything behind and reinvent myself and take thisrisk and challenge. And it just naturallyjustkind
of developed in such away. It wasn't the plan. | didn'tknow you coulddo this. It justthat philosophy of
living every single day likeit's my lastday on earth, which | do to this day, is how | live my life. If| see an
opportunity, if| see something interesting or fun, if some really awesome guy calls you, hey, do youwant to
be on apodcast?I'mlike, you gotit. Absolutely. Youtake every opportunity forwhat itis. And that's howit
just naturally developedinto the organic thingof abusiness, intothe Creativity into evolvingthatinto
traveling. Being adigital nomad fulltime. | go where the wind takes me.

Canyou talk aboutyour creative agency around the world, unlimited productions, what
types of services you offer, and who your ideal client is?

Alex Chacon:|'m like the one-man film crew, the one-man production, because | do everything, the
marketing, the filming, the whole thing.So, my company, when| have big projects, | definitely hire people, |
definitely get freelancers. | definitely say, oh my God, | have atourism board givingme six figures to go do
something. I'mlike, I'm going toneed alittle bit of help, depending on the country,depending onthe
situation. So, the creative agency justkind of formed out of the necessity of the bigger projects and the
bigger things that were happening. Yeah, it just, it was a natural evolution todoing everything myself, which
| still do the majority of. But when | have the big, big projects, gettingabusiness and a big entity involved
that you manage and control, so youcan distribute funds, you can distribute differenttypes of work and
stufflike that.

And at this pointin your journey, how do you thinkaboutthe concept of home? What does
that mean to you today?

AlexChacon: Home, at this pointin my life, is not a physical location. It's anideaand it's afeeling. My
homegoes everywhere withme. It's not about tangible objects. It's notaboutthe suitcasel live out of. It's
not about thefive pieces oftech thatl own. Homeis theidea of comfort, of vulnerability, of authenticity, of
happiness. And I think that's something you can take everywhere and | think you should, rather than have it
in one physical location.



Alex, let me ask you one more question and thenwe'll wrap this up and moveinto 7he
Lightning Round. After so manyyears of traveling, miles ridden, borderscrossed, what keeps you pushing
forward? What is motivating you today that may be different from what drove you at age 23? What does
travel mean toyou at this point in your life?

AlexChacon: So, every two, three years, | evolve creatively as an artist. And | think it's the same thingas |
go through life as aperson. And whatit means to travelis different every singletime. Each journeyhas a
purpose, each location, each project has ameaning behind it in acertain stage of my lifethat I'm
experiencing itin. And what travelmeans to metoday is an opportunity to grow, learn, and evolve into the
nextversion of yourself. And | think thathappenson every single trip that | do.

Allright.lthinkthat is the perfect place. And the main portionof this interview. And at this
point, Alex, areyouready to moveinto 7heLightning Rouna?

AlexChacon: | liketheway it sounds. Let'sdo it.

Let'sdoit. Allright, ifyou could teleportanywherein the world right nowfor amotorcycle
ride, whereareyou going?

AlexChacon: Well, | stillwould like to do the entire length of the continent of Africa. So, drop me offin the
north or south and drive north orsouth fromthere. Yep, I'lltake that.

Allright. What is the single most underrated countryin the world for motorcycle travel?

AlexChacon: China, | think is one of the most underrated places to drive amotorcycle becauseit's huge.
It's so diverse, it's so crazy. The problemiis, logisticallyit's very challenging. Japan as well, | thoughtwould
be perfect for a road trip. So, Japan and Chinaare the two places whereit's, | would argue, not verywell
known forroad trips. But | think it's. It would be epic and amazing.

Allright, knowingeverything that you knownow, ifyou could goback in time and giveone
piece of adviceto your 18-year-old self, what would you say to 18-year-old Alex?

AlexChacon: | would tell him, hey, buddy, four years fromnow, five years from now, you're goingto do
something so special and so uniquethat's goingto give youthethree-year epic selfie video. Something's
going to happen to you that won't happen to alot of peoplein life. And unfortunately, it's goingto be too
soon. It's going to be somethingthatis going to be the best thing in your life, but also avery challenging
thing becauseyou won't be ableto experienceit and benefit fromitin the ways that otherpeople later on
after you will. And that's going tobe hard. Andjust know that you should tryto take advantage of what's
coming up in adifferent way than you think you should.

Allright, after traveling toahundred countries and many different places within those
countries, whatare three of your favorite destinations in the world thatyouwould most recommend other
people should definitely check out?

Alex Chacon: One ofthe things definitely should experienceis the Bolivian Salt Flat duringthe wet season
called Uyunias wejust talked about. The northernlights either in Alaska, in Iceland or Finland or Sweden. |
don'tknow. It's hardwhich one to recommendmore. But ifyou wanta cool road trip, definitely Alaskais
theway to doitforthenorthernlights on that one. Andasfar as the third destination, somewhere culturally
relevant, somewhere culturally extreme to what youknowand whatyou're used to. India's agood one,



Pakistan's agood one. The Middle eastis agood one. Anything that's completely opposite to whatyou
know. For those peoplewho livein the U.S. and don'treally travel outside the U.S. Stop going to Hawaii,
stop going to Canada, get outthere, get uncomfortable, do epic things. Why justkeep goingto theresorts,
stop going to Club Med, youknow, justgo somewhere.

Allright, Alex, last question. What areyour topthree bucket list destinations, places you
havenotyet been youwould most liketo see?

AlexChacon: | couldn't give you an answerbecause | don't live my life wishingfor the nextpossible what|
want becausel know I'm going toget there where the opportunity takes me, wherethe wind takes me. | get
excited about each and every single time.

Allright, Alex, at this point, | want you to let folksknowhowthey can find you, followyouon
social media, check outyour amazing YouTubevideos. How would you like people to comeinto your
world?

AlexChacon: Yeah. So, | hope people will visit me on the socials, YouTube, Instagram, TikTok, Facebook
as Alex Chacon. Justsearch that anywhere and you'llsee me on Alex Chacon official on Instagram, Alex
Chacon on YouTubeand allthe other socials.

Allright,we'regoingto linkall of that up in the shownotes. So, everythingwe have
mentioned in this episode, includingthe videoswe have talked about, all that is goingto be availablein one
place as well as the social media handles. For how tofind and follow Alex, you can just go to
themaverickshow.com and goto the show notes for this episode.

Alex, this was amazing, brother. Thank you forcoming on the show.
AlexChacon: My pleasure. Thanksfor theinvitation and happy travels.

Allright,good night, everybody.
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