Thisis parttwo of my interview with Jimena Serfaty. Ifyoudid notyet listento part one, | highly
suggest yougo back and do that first, because it provides somereallyimportantcontextfor this episode. If
you havealready heard partone, thenplease enjoy the conclusionof my interview with Jimena Serfaty.

I[twasthelongest trainridein the world, and we got off at anumber of different spots. So, we
had more stops than youdid, so we broke it up and stayed overnight, and saw a number of different places
ontheway as we were going through Siberia, which| thinkhelps. Buteven ifyou do that, there are still legs
of thetrain between stations that are like 36 hours long, where there are no stops. And so, it's justlike you
haveto beprepared for areally epiclong-distance train journey. It was really special. | mean, it really was
such a unique experience. Butonce you got toUlaanbaatar, what did yousee and experiencein Mongolia,
becausewhat a gorgeous country.

Jimena Serfaty: Mongoliawas amazing. There'salot of things that | wantedto see. | wanted to see the
eagle hunters and everything, butl only had twoweeks. So, | decided to go on trip that | knew | couldn'tdo
on my own, which was go to the Gobi Desert, because | don't wantto get lost in the desert. The other
places, I'll be okay. So, | went on atour foraweek. The naturein Mongoliais justinsane.Wewentto a
canyon that looked like Mars. There you have kilometers and kilometers of this green, and it's just flat.
Therewere other canyons thatwe saw that there was more vegetation. There was just like a sandy kind of
way.

Andthen wegotto thesand dunes, and wewent tothe highest ones. They call them the singing sand
dunes, becauseif you run down, they make sounds. So, we had to go all the way up there. Goingup very
steep sand dunes, it's not fun.Ifyou stop, youslide down. So, it's neverending. It'sexhaustingtogoup a
sand dune. But theview on top was just amazing. We went there for sunset. So, we saw thewhole sunset.
We saw the moon going up and justsand in frontofus. That'sall we could see. The desert was in front of
us. So that was just mind-blowing.

Itwas really special. We did the Gobi Desert as well and took the camels going through the
desert. Andthenyoujust,thelandscapeisjustinsane.So, | have been talking about thatalot as well. The
other placel wantto askyou aboutis Laos. | have been briefly to Laos. [t was incredible. | had areally great
time. But you have traveled the country more extensively than I.  mostlyjust hungout in Luang Prabang.
Andyou also tookahot air balloonride. Can you talkaboutyour experiencein Laos?

Jimena Serfaty: | wasin Laos foramonth. | crossed from Cambodia and went upnorth.l went to one of
thelongest underground rivers. It's not the longestone, because | know we have onein the Philippines. But
that was very interesting. [t was dry season, so there wasn'talot ofwaterin there. Wemanaged to goseea
village and then | went to Luang Prabang, which was veryinteresting. Just the monks, the markets, the life
over there. And then | wentto Vang Vieng. And| stayed there for, | think, overaweek. Because |l know |
spent Christmas over there. AndVang Vien, it's very green. It's in the mountainsas well. | made agroup of
people. So, wewouldtravel aroundthere.

Andwefound this place. Therewas atour that was selling. It was to the eating garden. By readingthe
description, wefigured outhowto get to the eating garden. So, then the six of us went there, and started
hiking up amountain. Thenwe had to climb somerocks and down those rocks on the other side, there was
avalley in between the mountains. Walk across all these valleys, ended up in this river. And thatwas our
eating garden. So that wasincredible. But | went onahot air balloon. So, one of the cheapest places to go
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wasin Laos, in Vang Vien. And the other oneisiin, at least it was before, it was in Pai in Thailand. Becausel
wanted to do itin Myanmar. And thatwas $300. And that's amonth of my trip.

So, I can'tdoit. | was backpacking. So, | didn't have thatkind of money. So, | booked it. And we wentvery
early inthemorning. They took us upthese mountains in this valley. And after a bit, it's just hot air balloons
are very weird. Because they're all flat in the ground. And you're like, how are they goingto inflate this?
Then there's thisfirethat they keep spinningall the time. Because they keep pulling this cord. Very scary.
Very closeto your hair. So, there were two balloons. Andour balloon was the first one goingdown. And as
we'regoing down, there's all theserice paddies as well. I've never been in ahot air balloon. I've never seen
oneland either. So, ours went down.

It slides through therice paddy and hits one ofthe corners. Becausethere are somecornersin therice
paddy. So, it hit that. And we went back up again.| was like, okay. So, it tried to do it again. And the same
thing happened. And we were like, oh. So, the thirdtime, it hits therice paddy's corner. And it ticks the
basket. So, most peoplefell out ofthe basket.Me and anothergirl fellinside the basketthrough some guy's
legs. Because he's just stood up like a starfish holding the edges ofthe basket. So, then we had to crawl
out. And | was like; this is aweird way for our balloonsto land. Maybe this is away.

Five minutes later, the other balloon lands. They didn't land like that. Wejust crashed. And | didn'trealize.
So that was my experience with the hot air balloon. I stillloved it. Butit was very painful.

So, thiswas yourchildhood dream from the Alvin and the Chipmunks episode to travel by
hot air balloon. Andyoufinallygot todo it. Did youmake that connection? Andwas it particularly special to
fulfill that childhood dream?

Jimena Serfaty: | always haveit present, | actually have a hot air balloon tattoo on myshoulder. So yes,
thiswas what | wanted to do. So, | was very excited. It was agreat experience. | managed todo it with two
of theguysthat | met during mytrip to VangVieng.And it's very special to me. | still have great memories of
thewholeflight.

Well, speaking of yourtattoos, | have to ask you about the story of the very special tattoo
thatyou gotinthePhilippines. Can youset this story up? | know after youfinished the train journeyto
Singapore, youthenwent tothe Philippines. Can you set this upfor usin terms of explainingwhat
prompted this quest? Who the tattoo artistis and why sheis so iconic? And then what the journeywas like
totry tofind thiswoman?

Jimena Serfaty: When | first started this trip and | was planning it, theidea was just to do Southeast Asia.
Andthen | was like, well, if | want to do this already, | might as well get to Southeast Asia by land. So that's
how everything started. Theinitial ideawas to go from Londonall the way to the Philippines without taking
a flight. But eventually | stayed in Malaysiaway too long. So, | decided to change, and | flew from Singapore
tothePhilippines. Spent amonthin the Philippines. It was my secondtimethere. Philippines has avery
special placein my heart. One of my favorite places ever.

And many years ago, | watched YouTube, adocumentary of this lady thatwas tattooing people. Like most
of thethings thatl'vedone, it just stays in my mind, and | keep thinking about it. So, when | was wrapping up
thistrip, | was like, | should golookfor this lady. So, | checked, and | saw that she was Filipino. So, | was
like, perfect. So, her nameis Whang-Odd. Shelives in Buscalan, Northofthe Philippines. Andsheisthe



oldest traditional Filipinotattoo artistin the world. She should be now 108. So, she's stillalive. She's still
tattooing. Andl was like; thisisthe best way to justend this trip.

So, during my last three days of this beautiful nine-month trip, | decided to go look forher. So,to do that, at
least back then, | had to take abusto the bigger city in that province and take alocal bus to asmall, let's
callit city, butit's more like avillage. And thenfrom there, you need to take ajeepney.

So, ajeepney isa car that hasabench at the back and peoplejust sitinthere, butit's likealongvan. It's not
as high asyou think.So, you need to be sitting. Youcan't be standingin the back. One ofthe things that
peopledo aswellis they put all their rice and chickens and all those things and suitcases on top of it. And
some peopletravel to thetop ofit. So, | traveled onthe top of this jeepney. And another thingthatyouneed
toknow istheseareinthemountains. There's alot of rice paddies all around. There'snothingto saveyou
and there's alot of caves. So, you're on the top. So, ifit turns too quickly, you mightfall off.

But | was sitting there.| did the journey on the top.And then we got tothis placein the middle of theroad
that weweredriving through. We got off. And fromthere, there's aroad goingup inside the mountains, like
between two mountains. So, from there, they were buildingthat road back then. So, theytookusona
motorbike for like afive-minute drive. They drove us at the end ofthat. And thenthey were like, okay, from
here, you need to hike. ltwas ahalfan hour hike. So,yougo down intothevalley, you cross and then yougo
up the mountain to their village. And thenthe thingas wellis you need to hopethatshe's tattooing and
she'sfeeling okay because shewas 98.

So, | gotthere. Ittookmeaday and a half, but | madeit to hervillage. And then we had to wait until the next
day becauseit was already afternoon. She doesn't tattooin the afternoon, onlyin the mornings. So, | was
like, okay, let's crossour fingers, spend the nightin thevillage, in the homestay. It was just me. Therewas a
couplethattraveledthat | metin thelast, let'scallit, when we were taking the jeepney because | saw them
and | was like, you aregoingto the same placel'm going. And | met alot of Filipinos that actually go, at least
they used to go thereto get their firsttattoo. And it was their first tattoo.

So, the next morning started, and they sentmeto get tattooed first because they were like,yougot more
tattoos,youdoitfirst. Andl was like, okay. So, she sits on the floor, and she has avery not high little chair
that shesits on. And they gave methe samething. | fell offit. And the groundis dirty becauseit's not very
sanitary. That's thereality. So, | sat there, and she got her suit. There's aboard and she only tattoo the
traditional ones. So, in thisvillage, they used to be headhunters. They used to be warriors.So, women are
tattoo usually on their arms or chest. And that'sbecause of beauty. Andmen used to get tattoos when they
werewarriors. So, whenever you've done something, youget atattoo thatrepresentssomethingelse.

So, you have aboard with all the designsthat they can do for youand then you can pick them. And most of
the peoplepick crab. The crab represents thetraveler. Andl picked the eagle. It'san eagle what | got on my
armthat represents freedom. So, | picked thatone.She gets this little stick, and she just presses it against
itto do thedesign. There's no pen, there's nothing. She just got the suit, justdid it like that. And shehas a
bamboo stick, and they putathorn throughit. And then shejust hit it like ahammer, like that. So, what you
need to remember is that thorns are not sharp.

Well, they are sharp, butthey're not that straight. So, theytend tohave a curve. So, it gets stuck on your
skin. So oncein a while, she had to pullit. She also decided on the size of my tattoo. So, everyone's like,
didn'tyouwanttohaveit smaller? And | was like, she can pick. | don't care. | let her do her magic. So, she



tattooed me, ittooklike 45 minutes. It bled alot, butit was fine. It's anincredible story. It's justincredible
that | managed to meet her. She only speaks the language of her village. And at least it used to be like that.
She used to pick how much shewants to chargeyou

Sothatwas also a funthing. Andthen atthe end, she puts her signature that is three dots. Rightnow, only
oncein a while, she does tattoo people, and she onlydoes three dots. She never had kids, and shetrained
her sister's kids, great grandkids or grandkidsto tattoo. And that's what they're doing. She's very strong
becausethere were people getting tattooed by the younger girls, thattheir lines are more precise and
whatever you want. But whenthey had toget tattooed by her, like her signature, they were justscreaming
and twisting because they were like, she's hittingme very hard. And that'swhy her tattooslast long. But it
was amazing.

Wow. Well, after this trip, you eventually ended up movingto Australia for acouple of years.
Canyou talk about that decision? Whatbrought youthere? And thenwhat it was like livingin Australia?
What were some of the highlights foryoufrom Australia?

Jimena Serfaty: So, when | left Londonin 2015, | wanted to go travel, butl wanted tohave abackup plan. If
something happens, | wanted to know | could go somewhere to work and recover financially. So, | applied
for my working holidayvisa. Working holiday visas, depending onwhereyou're from, can be complicated. |
had both the New Zealand and the Australian one, and they only open once ayear for Argentinians. So, you
haveto belucky that you getin that we onlyget like athousand or something places ayear. So, youneed to
be very lucky to getit.

So, | applied forit, gotitin my trip. Andat the end, movedto Australia, worked in Darwin for afew months
becausel didn'twant to be cold, butstay up northand thenmovedto Melbourne wherel lived most of my
firstyear. | knew somebodyfrom London. Well,| met herin London. Sheis from Melbourne. So, | moved
there, and | loved Melbourne. Melbourne is one of my favorite cities. | would have stayed and lived there
forever and ever. | don't like crowded places. So, Melbourneis spread out and you've got things all around.
You've got vineyards very close by. You go tothe market and then you can go see penguins because
penguins cometo the city anyways. It's nextto the beach. You go the Great Ocean Road. There are so
many thingsto do.

Australiais another country thatis really big. And it's very differentdepending on the state that you'rein.
Andthenin order for meto extend my visafor anotheryear, | had to do work out in the outback. So, alot of
peopledo farmwork and thingslike that. Butbecause of my visa, | was allowed to do hospitality work. So, |
ended up moving to the outback in Queensland. | lived there for fourmonths, and | lived in atown with 17
people. | wasthe 18th one. And we werethe onlybusiness in town. We could callitatown.And Iwas a
barmaid.

So, lused towork atthe bar. | used to clean as well because they had amotel and somerooms. So just
picturethis old hub on the side of theroad that hasroomson the topfloor and onthe bottomoneyoujust
got liketherestaurant and the bar. That's wherel worked. So, | knew everybody. Everybody would come
here. Peoplefromthetowns around. There were 40 who came oneway and 50 the other one. Andwe used
togeta lot oftruckies. Train tracksas they callit. These massive, massive trucks thatcomethrough. There
were mines not that far away fromus.



So, lused to meet a lot of people. | had agreat experiencein the outback. Again, | livedthere for four
months. | didn'thave any money to spend because there was nothingfor meto spendit on. And oneofthe
very interestingcharactersthat I met through my time here was aguy that his job wasto be agold digger.
He literally had land and what he would do every day was search for gold. He had his metal detector,and
he would walk around withthat. He was doing thatfor the last 15 years. So once or twice aweek he would
come and show mewhat hefound. Sometimes it was gold. Sometimes it was tins or different things from
thewar that got left over there. Andhe was one ofthe people that came for my living drinks.

That was my work last night. Andas agift hegave me a gold nuggetthat | still gotwithme. And one ofthe
truckies camefor my last night and drove me back to the city that was 300 kilometers away for meto take
my plane out. So, | can't complain.| had the best experience over there.

Well fromthat baseyou also got to travel to some ofthe Pacificislands. And | want to ask
you about afew of them because | have not been to any ofthese. Can youtalk about yourexperiencein
Tuvalu?

Jimena Serfaty: | read about Tuvaluthefirsttimein 2002.On amagazinein Argentina. And | kept that
magazine. | stillhaveit. And it talked about thiscountrythat was affected by therising waters because
they'rejust one meter above sealevel. Which meansit's goingto get covered eventually. And how they
were getting money. So, one of the ways that they get moneyis because the country letters when you go
like.com, .uk, things like that. What they got assigned was .tv. So anytime you get channels and things like
that that they use TV they pay them. So that's howthey getabig part of theirincome as a country.

So, | found that incredible. And | said before this country disappears; | want togo. So, it took me 15 years.
You can only fly from Fiji. Well, | think there was atime when | would fly from somewhere else. But there
wereonly like two flights aweek. And | was like I'm goingthere. There'sno way I'm missingthis.|'m going
there. So, | did. | went to Fiji. Andas I'm at my hostel askinghowto get to Suva.

Thatisthe capital for me to take thisflight. There's aguy onthe otherside that says sorry excuse me. Are
youtaking aflight at 8 a.m. from Suva on Thursday? And | was likeyes.He was like me too. So, Tuvaluwas
untilafew years one of the least visited countries in the world. And I managed to find another crazy person
that was on the sameflight as me by chance. So, the thingas well is flights used to be on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. So, people what they do, especially the people that wantto travelto every countryin the world
is fly on aTuesday and come back on a Thursday. So, they spendoneday in Tuvalu.

[ flew on Thursday and was comingback on Tuesday because | wanted to spendas much timethereas|
could. So, | flew to Tuvalu. Spentfive days there.Met great people. Walked on every side of it. The width is
onekilometer. And it's justgreat.| met some sailors there. They were like I've been to Argentina. They were
Tuvaluan. They werejust drinkingsomethingveryweird. Homemade. Didn't try it. And they were like oh I've
been to Argentina. | travel all over the world. I'm asailor. So that's what | do. And| was like great. Then we
also made a neighbor.Hetook usin aboat to some oftheislands to visit. And you could justwalk around
thewholeisland in like seven minutes. There's nobodyelse. And | had the best time. Wewent clubbing.

Ifyou can, callthat clubbing.Buttherewas a club that theyused to go toon Friday nights. Andwe went.
And | met the ex-prime minister. Very drunk. Dancingwith some girls. But the best thingaboutthatclub
was as soon as | walked in. And | still gottherecording of this very dark place. They were playing Xuxa.
Xuxais a Brazilian entertainer that was veryfamous when| was akid. And they were playing her songs. The



same songs that | used to singwhen | was five. In thatnightclub. Crazy. | loved it. And thenwe met another
neighbor that had alittle scooter. And he has five kids. So, he has this makeuptrailerwhere he sits the kids.
Andwewanted to go visit theend oftheisland. Like the northend of it. That's where theygotall the trash
and everythingisin there.Because one ofthe problemsintheislandsisthat they can't recycle. There'sno
space. And rubbish is abig problem.

So, hetook us onthe back of his scooter. In this little trailer for kids. To the end of the island as well. And by
theend of thetrip. Something that they do. Especially when they're sayinggoodbye to somebody. They give
them some shell necklaces. So, | got abunch of necklaces. | still gothanginghere. And this is just for good
luck when you travel. And it's justamazing. Also, the runway gets converted into aplayground. Because as
soon astheplaneisgone. That'sit. Nobodyuses it for days. So, people play volleyball. Or they play
football. Orifit's too hot.

People goto sleep there. And | wentthereduringthe day. And just sat onthe luggage trolley that theyhad
there. And | haveasign fromtheold airport justbehind me. So, it's somethingthat| treasure very much.

Well, | also want to ask you about another island that youwentto. Which is Vanuatu. I've
seen pictures ofyourvolcanoboardingin Vanuatu. Can you talkalittle bit about what that placeis like. And
what your experiences were there.

Jimena Serfaty: Vanuatu isincredible. There'salot of different islands. And each island is different. You
have Tanna. Tannais whereyou got thatvolcano that you've seen. The Yasur volcano mountain. Itwas also
theplace wherethey said bungee jumping started. Because on one oftheislands in Pentecost the native
peoplewhat they do when boys reach adulthood is they jump fromthis makeshift tower thatthey built.

Andthey havevines on their legs. And they jump. So that's the first time | heard about Vanuatu. ltwasn't
the season when this happens. But | was like let me just explore.l went to the capital, Port Vila. You have a
few thingsto do there. But something thatis very famousis there's an island just acrossfrom thatyoucan
go visit for the day. And they have an underwater mailbox.

So, you can get a postcard that is waterproof. You can write it. Andyouneed to swim. There's abooth
there. But there's amailbox nexttoit. So,youswim down, and you post it. And theyget delivered because
my parents haveit. So that works. Somebody goes and picks them up. So that's alwaysafun thing to do.

Butthen thevolcano. Something thatis so much fun aboutTanais that peopletend tostay in tree houses.
So, it'sfun when you think about it. When you have to go up those stairs. Not that fun. Especially withyour
luggage. Butit was okay. So, we stayed in atree house. The guy was lovely. Hejust started this place. And
wewentinto see thevolcano. Youhavealot of different tribes in Tana. But they arenotthe ones running
theentranceto thevolcano. So, theyhelped us,because | was traveling with somebody else, togo visit the
volcano. Andwe had to go whennobody else was going to go. Because we weren'tgoingin the rightway.
So, wehadto go through all the palm trees and climb somethings. And as we were going and started
walking downthe street. No lights. No nothing. Justwalking in the dark. We heard the vanscoming up. We
thoughtthere wereno moretours goingup thevolcano. But there were.

So, I had to climb thiswall of sand that | couldn't obviously climb.So, | know if | have to run for my life,
that's not going to work. Andthe little hostthat we had grabbed my arms and pulled me. And we hid there.
We had to wait for the van to go up. For everybody toget off. Take their pictures. And then drive down. For
usto then continue ourtrip to thevolcano.We managed to get up. Thevolcano is an active volcano. A few



years back it was erupting. Theyhad alot ofissues over there. Especially becauseit's so closeto the
villages. And we saw thevolcano. There's nothingthat keepsyousafe there. There's nolightas well. So, we
needed to keep our distance fromthe edge. Becauseyou can't fall. We saw it erupt afew times as well.

Anditwasjust another thingthatyou'relike. Is this my life? Is thisreal? Am | here for sure? So, | got videos.
| gotthings likethat. And I'm like.Sometimes | watch itand I'm like. Wow. | went there. | did that. So that
was already anincredible day. And the day after | went ash boarding. So, it's a makeshift. It's notlike when
you goin Nicaraguaor anythinglike that. We just went there. They had a snowboardingboard. And | justsat
onit. Becausel was too scared. It was too steep for me to stand. So, | kept sittingon the board. And just
going down and with my hands. So, thenmy handswere all black from the ashes. So thatwas amazing.
Andthenljust wentto seethevillage. And they did alittle showfor me. Andthey explained how medicine
is used to work there.

They used to use plants. And they still do. Foralot of things. How they would carry people. The plants that
they used to make. Like amakeshift stretcher. Andhow they would carry people around withthose. Then |

managed to cook with some of the ladies. And eat that food later. Which was delicious. And then| weaved
a basket that| still gotas well. So can't complain. | love doingall those things. | would just sit withthem on
thefloor. And |l was like. What dol need to do? You tellme. I'lldo it. And it'sjust great, | love spending time

with them.

Onemoreplacethatyou have been that | want to ask youaboutis Kiribati.

Jimena Serfaty: Kiribatiis the country that welcomes the new day, the one thatis just there. And not only
is thebluest water I've ever seen, and it'sincredible, butl stayedin ahomestay overtherein an over-the-
water bungalow. Ifyouwantto callit, because that was wherel stayed. And | stayed with afamily. So, the
mom would cook for me every day for all my meals. Andl would justspend the whole day duringmy whole
week with her. So, we will talk aboutlife. She would tell me stories, tell me abouther kids. She would teach
me card games. So then | could go play withthe ladies at the market and then we wouldgo snorkeling.

We also met; there was aSwiss guy just across theroad. He married agirl over there and they did a lot of
work in one of the schools. There was a primary school. So,we went there justto spend time, buildinga
littleroofwhere they used todrinkwater. So, it was a bit better for them as it can get very hot, butjust
spend time with them, with the family and justtalking. One of their nieces that was Australian wentvisit as
well. So, it was just agreat experiencejust to live their life and do thingsat their time with them. She was
like, help medefrost this fish. So, how we defrostthe fish was she putitin thisbowl and then we got in the
sea. And that's howwe were defrostingthefish, just by getting the water.

Well, | also want to ask you at this pointalittle bit about your professional career
trajectory. You mentioned some of the different jobs youwere doingin some of these places whereyou
were staying and living. Andthen in 2019, youmade a shiftinto the entrepreneurial direction, into the
remotework direction. Thisis where |l want to bring back intothe conversation, ourdear friend, Hannah
Dixon.lknowyoudid her 5 Day VA trainingand her virtual excellence academy and all of that. So, | would
loveitif you could sharealittle bit aboutthattransitionary momentfor you, what Hannah's program was
liketo go throughit. And thenwhatyour career has been like since then.

Jimena Serfaty: Hannah has such aspecial placein my heart because thanks to her, | could make the
changethat | didin my life. | looked for away for meto work online for many years, butwhatl! could see,
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especially just fromthe peoplethat | knew, they were all either web designers, graphic designers, social
media managers or community managers. And none of those thingsresonated with me. So, | didn't know
how to transition. And| searched and searched for away to find somebodythat could help me see the way
and start this path. Andmost of thetime |l would find peoplein the U.S., especially like army wives and
army moms, and they wouldtalk aboutit, thattheyneeded aside hustle. Anditwasn'tme. I'mnot
married. | don't havekids. So, it didn't resonate.

And also, alot ofthe things thatl would see werejust alot of pink and flowers, which is great for some
people. It'sjust notmeeither. Andthen | met Hannah.And Hannah is all about be yourself, do what you
want. Solboughthercourseandthenldid her5 Day Challenge. And duringthat5 Day Challenge, one of
thethings thatyou needed to do wasto reach outto people that you wouldlike to work withand tell them
whatyou were offering. And then ask them ifthey were interested in it or if they have got anybody that
could useyour services. There'ssomethingthat | realized duringthis challenge is that | could doadmin. l've
been doing admin sincel'm 11. My parents are accountants.

So, l used to do invoicing and thingslike that when | was bored or duringsummer when | had nothing else
todo. Andlwas like; | can do that. That'sExcel, my friend. Yes, please. So, | did email somebody. Theytold
me that they knew somebodythatneeded invoicingand thingslikethat. And duringthose first five days, |
got myfirst client. (4:41) And | was like, OK, thisisit. | need to see how | can do this full time. | met
somebody else as well, but they were doing a different course. And withthem, it evolved. | worked with
them as well. So, | started gainingmore experience. There were other peoplein this mastermind.

By then, | was doing operations in general. So, most people focus alot on marketingand things like that,
and they don't workon their backend. So, then all the girls thatwere in the mastermind with me, they were
hiring me because they needed somebody to helpthem withtheir contractsand all these things thatthey
didn't have automated. So, | quitmy retail job. Andthe businessstarted. Andsincethen, it's been evolving
from an online business manager wherel focus on Ops to learningmore platforms and more things.

And I realized | lovethe processinitself. And when peopletalkto me abouttheirbusiness, | can seeitin
my head. | can already map it out. And | help them streamlineit and automateit or standardizeit. So, |
know alot of people don't like automating thingsbecause they feel it's going tobetoo cold. But that's how
it started. And it's been goingnow forsix years. So it worked. And I'm verythankful for Hannah, 100
percent.

Hannah Dixonis amazing. Ifanyone has notheard ofthe Hannah Dixonepisodes of The
Maverick Show, we'll linkthose up in the show notes. You definitely wantto comeinto her world. She has
amazing communities. Ifyou'dlike to actually do the 5 Day Challenge completely for free and just sigh up
forthenext one, youcan do that. Just go towww.TheMaverickShow.com/virtual and you can sign up there
for free. She also runs an amazing community called Rainbow Remote, which is for queer digital nomads
and allies. So, | am part of that group. And it is amazing. She tracks wonderful people. And so, | definitely
encourage everybody tocomeinto Hannah's ecosystem and get into her worldbecauseit's an amazing
world to bein. So big shout outto Hannah.

Jimmy, how areyou at this point in your journey, how do you choose to design and structureyour lifestyle in
terms of work, in terms of travel, in terms of havinga base, in terms of moving around? What is yourideal
lifestyle at this point?
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Jimena Serfaty: If| had started thisearlier, | would have liked to be adigital nomad. That was the original
idea. But as| gotolder, | realized I'mtired. Andl wanted tobe location independent. So, | wanted ajob that |
could do onlineremotely whereverl wanted to. So, I'm flexible with my travels. | can go to work whereverl
want to go tovisit, butl can also go home morefrequently. Back in the day, | would go to Argentinaevery
twotothreeyears. Nowltend to see my family pretty muchevery year.

So, it'sabig change. And thereason behindit is because when | used to work, | only had holidays and then
I would use all my holidaysto go to Argentinato see my family and then | couldn't travel. So now| can go
see my family, but | can also go travel whenever| want. | did have some limitations because of my
residency here, but nowl've been herefor fiveyears. So nowit's apermanent residencyand | don'thaveto
be counting how many monthsi'mout ofthe country.

So, | want to ask you also about yourdecision to wantto travel toall 193 countries as a
defined goaland a quest thatyouare now on. When did you make the decision that you wanted to be
proactive about going toevery countryin theworld? Andwhyis that an importantgoal foryou?

Jimena Serfaty: | don'tknowexactlywhen it happened. | just knowat some point | was just doing it
withoutrealizing. When I was livingin Australia, | was like, I'm close to all theseislands. I'm going togo visit
allthese countries becausel'm not very closeto this anymore.So, | thinkit's justit just happened. It might
havehappened inthelast fiveyears, but | was doing it before thatwithout realizing. | try togo to new places
every year, butl alsorepeat alot of countries.l've been to ltaly alot of times. | go visit my friends in Spain
as well.

So, it'snotthatldon'trepeat and | onlygo to new places each time. But yeah, it just happened. Andthen |
decided to getinto moreinthetravelingcommunityin general. Andl've alwaysbeen interested in countries
that maybe my friends back home, they were like, what, like me going to New Zealand or me wanting to go
to Tuvalu or megoing to Russia. Itwasn't something that alot of people wantedto do. So, gettingintothe
traveling community, finding other people thatlikeitas much as| do, that arelike, have you been to this
one?Doyou know about this place? I'm like, yes, it'son my list.

It's always very interesting and | very muchenjoy it. It's adifferent journey because even though itisagoal
of mineandit's going to be alife goal, I'm not going to be theyoungestto doit or I'm not goingto do it the
quickest or anythinglike that.l thinkevery country has somethingto offer and there's alwayssomethingto
learn fromit. | always find agood experience or just the peoplein generaltend to be always really nice.

For peoplethat arelisteningto this and think that thissounds amazing, but perhaps it
sounds like an expensive endeavor. You have come up with all sortsoftravel hacksand budget travel
techniquesthatyouhavebeen usingover theyears. And | would love it ifyou couldshare some of the top
ways that people can perhaps travel for a lot less expensive than they mightthink.

Jimena Serfaty: One ofthethingsis being flexible. A lot of times | just check from where|'m at, what's the
cheapest flight out and then | go toanew place, anew city, something new. So being flexible is one of the
things. Of course, sometimes you've gotplaces on your bucket listthat you wantto get to.It's justamatter
of compromise. | stop callingit budget traveling because some places are not budget friendly.

The Pacific Islands are not cheap, especially ifyou travel on yourown, because tourismtends to be diverse
orbusinesspeople. So, there are not as many budget-friendly options. It's justmaking it as affordable as
possible. | do plan alot and research alotand | look for thatcheap way to do it. So, | would say oneis being



flexible. The other oneisresearch, research. Andifthere's somethingthatyouwant todo, if it is swimming
with somethingor snorkelingin aspecial place or diving, make sure thatyou put that moneyaside. One
hundred percent.

When | wanted to do with my whole air balloon, | put that money asideto do it. But at the sametime, | was
spending, | don'tknow, adollar per meal. So, it's justaboutpriorities. You can always do things cheaper,
and you can always do them more expensive because there are always ways to doit. [t happenedalot
when | met people in the Pacific Islands that they were spendingalot of money just because they were
trying to visit more countries in ashorter timethanme. | was spending maybe aweek in Kiribatior a week
in Marshalllslands.

There's notthat much todo. I justwould hangoutwith people. That's what | would do. But for them, they
would stay twodays. And of course, those flights are more expensive. So, it's justresearch, research,
research. And you'll find away and ask people. There's alot of Facebook groups. There'salot of traveling
communities. And there'salways somebodythatis probably like you. And some places might take

longer. As | said, ittook me 15 yearsto get to Tuvalu, butl got there. It took meyears to get to Russia, butl
gottherejustbecauseit takes melong, especially comingfrom Argentinawhen | used to work there.l used
to put alittle money aside to go out with my friends and then my whole salary wouldgive me $100 a
month. Ittook me ages to save, butl did it.

Andthen | had to makethe decision to leave the countryin orderto get moneyforthething that | love that
was traveling. But it takes longer, butthat's okay. Youwill get there. There are more places on my list. | just
need moremoney todoit.l'llgetthereoneday. It's OK.

When you thinkback about all the travels thatyou've done over the last 20 years, what
impact do you think all ofthat travel has had on you as aperson?

Jimena Serfaty: | thinkit made me more understanding, justgettingto know people, more

resourceful. Again,| worked at minimum wage jobs. | didn't have thatmuch money. | just madeit work for
me. So just being resourceful, just being more open. And yourealize that people are not thatdifferent. And
even if you don't speak the samelanguage or any language in common, you can still get along, have a
conversation somehow and have agood time with new people. AndI'm an introvert. Usually I’'min my
house, | don't see many people.I'mnot verysociable.Butwhen | travel, | love talkingto people and
meeting and for them to tell metheir life story or whatever is happening. So, it just gives me that thingthat
usually I don't getat home.

Amazing. Well, Jimmy, | think thatis an excellent place to end the main portion of this
interview. And at this point, areyouready to movein to the lightninground?

Jimena Serfaty: Let'sdoit.
Let'sdoit. Allright, whatis one book that you wouldrecommendthat people shouldread?

Jimena Serfaty: | would definitely recommend Chronicle of a Death Foretold by Gabriel Garcia Marquez. |
read it during school. It'sashort book.[t'snot long at all, but it's brilliant. So, one hundred percent
recommend it.

Allright. Whois one person currently alive today thatyou've nevermet that you'd most love
to havedinner with? Justyouand that person foran evening of dinnerand conversation.
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Jimena Serfaty: | would love to meet Raven-Symoné from It'sAll About Raven. She's pretty much the
same age as me. I've seen a lot of her growingup.She was somebodythatdidn'tlook like most of the girls
duringthe 2000s. So, feeling that there was somebodythatrepresented as well. And she's hilarious as
well because | watch her podcast. | think we could be friends. That'swhat I'm thinking.

Allright.Knowing everythingthatyouknow now, ifyou couldgo back in time and give one
piece of adviceto your 18-year-old self, what would you say to 18-year-old Jimmy?

Jimena Serfaty: [twouldbe OKto be different. So, keep doing it. It'sfine. There are other optionsto do and
fulfillyour dreams, evenif people tell you you're a bit quick.

Allright. Ofall the places, you've nowbeen, to 92 countries, whatare three ofyour favorite
destinations you would mostrecommend, other people should definitely check out?

Jimena Serfaty: Number one, always the Philippines. There are over 7000 islands. There's always one that
is empty. Let'sgo to that one place. Then it willbe Vanuatubecauseit's so diverse. Each island is

different. People are lovely. And the last one would be Bosnia. | went to Bosnia, loved Bosnia, fellin love
with it. One hundred percent recommendas well.

What was so special about Bosniathat impacted you so profoundly? What was your
experience like there?

Jimena Serfaty: Thehistory,themixthatyou got in there, justlearningmore about everythingthat went on.
The food, of course, like always, people, people make the place.

Amazing. Yeah, | spent sometimein Mostar and Bosnia and as well. It reallywasjusta
superincredible, impactful, powerful, butalso wonderful and heartwarming place. | mean, it was all ofthe
things. Andso, | appreciate thatrecommendation because|'ve been putting people on to Bosnia as well.

OK, Jimmy, last question.What areyourtop three bucket list destinations you have not yet been to right
now? Highest on your list, you'dmost loveto see.

Jimena Serfaty: Oneis Syria, for sure. The other one, I'm justhoping they open soon, is Tokelau, which is
not acountry. It's a Pacific Island territorythatbelongs to New Zealand. And the last one is Kamchatkain
Russia. Therearevolcanoes there.There's alot of weird things. There are no roads going there. You can
only fly to that place. But Kamchatka, it's stillon my list.

Allright, Jimmy, with that, | now wantyouto let people knowhowthey can connect withyou,
findyou, followyou. Howdo youwant people to comeinto yourworld?

Jimena Serfaty: You can connect withme on Instagram. Myhandleis

@inconstantresfeber. ‘Resfeber ’is aSwedish word. It means the nervousnessthat you get before a
trip. That's why| picked that name. And that'swhereyoucan find me. I tend to poststories more than
anything.So, | hopeto seeyou guysthere.

Allright. We aregoing to link all ofthat upin the show notes. Everything we've discussed in
this episode, as well as how you can find and followand connect with Jimmy. Allofthat is goingto be at
themaverickshow.com.Justgo thereand go to the show notes for this episode.

Jimmy, this was amazing. Thank you so much for comingto the show.
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Jimena Serfaty: Thank you so muchtoyou, Matt. Thank you for havingme here. It's been great.

Allright. Good night, everybody.



