Thisis parttwo of my interview with Darren Chew, betterknown simply as Chew. Ifyou did notyet
listento part one, | highly recommend you goback and do that first becauseit provides somereally
important contextfor this episode. Ifyouhave already heard part one, then please enjoy the conclusion of
my interview with Chew.

Well, Chew, youhave stayed at some of the mostincredible hotels in theworld, and | can
vouch for that because | have seen your YouTube channel, my friend. | want to ask youfirst ofall to just
describe some of these experiences because | am watching these videos of you and yourwife taking
seaplanesinto French Polynesia, into the Maldives, landingon the water, stayingin overwater bungalows
that surely cost manythousands of dollars per night. And youguys are doing this for free or for incredibly
discounted rates.And so, | wanttoask you to put people on game as well and share sometactics and
some strategies. Butfirst, can youjust sharealittle bit about some of the experiences youhave and then
we'll get into how you actually were able to achieve them?

Darren Chew: For sure. Mywifeisahumongous Hiltonfan, and that is because she only stays in the best
of the best Hiltons in theworld. She thinks thatall Hiltons are world of Astoria over water bungalows,
becausethosearetheexperiencesthat we'vehad. But we've been blessed to be able. A lot of places that
peoplecall their bucket list we've been able to visit, such as French Polynesia, whether it's BoraBora,
Tahiti, Mo’orea, whetherit's the Maldives, Seychelles. Every March we go on one of these crazy luxury
experiences, and next March, we're actually going to Mauritius. We're super excitedto go to Mauritius and
see that experience. Butyeah,it's just amazing ofthose. Mywife's favorite experienceis the Seychelles.
We went to aWaldorf Astoria on aprivateisland called Platte Island that justopened up. We were one of
thefirst people that actually went there and visited. And it's justamazing there, priorto Waldorf Astoria,
being onthatisland, it was avirgin island. It'sjust coconutsthat were there. There still are seaturtle
nesting places. There's seasharks and crabs, and younameit, they haveit there. And it'sliterallyin the
middle of the Indian Ocean. It's crazy.

Allright,so let's break down some of the tactics and strategies for people that wouldlove to
do a completely over thetop, ridiculous luxury experience thatthey could never afford like this.

Darren Chew: So, one of the best things thathas happenedwith travel, it completely changed my
perception, especially withthe credit card points and miles game and allowing meto have experiences
that| could never, ever dream of. | went to Bora Boraand my wholelifel thoughtl was poor.Like, | was able
tojust do crazy experience. So, I'll talk about some of the experiences that we've had doingit and how we
were able to doit. For example, one ofthereasons why my wife loves Hiltonis because of the amazing
experiencethat weget and perks that we get by being aHiltonHonors credit card holder. One of my
favorite cardsisthe Hilton Aspire, which has ahigh annual fee, but the perks thatwe get from it definitely
outweigh the benefit. One of the benefits that theygiveyou is afree night award. So, | pay the annual fee.
And just by doing that, | can state anywhere that Hilton has aproperty.

AndI'mnot going tousethat at the Times Square Hilton GardenInn.I'm goingto goto BoraBora, an
overwater bungalow. LikeI'm going toget my annual fees worthout of it. Alot of those things also is that
justby having thatcard, | also get free breakfast, | get room upgrades.| get alot ofthings that! do all of
thesethings for my wife that make my wife happy. Get on the goodside. So, I'd say the Hilton Honors card.
Andthen also onething is every timethat| have abig purchase, whether that'spayingtaxes, whether that's
paying my car insurance, | pay my car insurance every six months, strategically, because|'m going toopen
a new credit card during that time.IfI'm moving, if| have something, I'm openingup anew credit card for
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thesignup bonus. Andthen from there I'm also referring my wifefor it. And | get points for referring my wife.
And then my wife will also meet that spend. Andnow| have aplayer two that we both can travel affordably
with using credit cards.

So, if people wanted to start gettinginto this,and | would lovefor youto goalittle bit deeper
as wellin terms ofthinking about designing atrip like this, becausel knowthere's alot of strategy and you
and your wife plan really far in advance to be ableto get the best of, the best of the premium experiences
thatyou want.So, I'm wonderingif you can share alittle bit about if somebodywanted toplan an over-the-
top trip and say, | want to go to BoraBoraand | want to flybusinessclass and | want to stay in an overwater
bungalowand land in aseaplane and do all of the things. What does thatplanning process looklike and
what types of hacks or techniques can youshare?

Darren Chew: Okay, so there's twomain things thatyouneed to figure out. Thefirst thing is who flies there.
Andthen you wantto know who,whohas hotelsthere,because from therethat'lldetermine your strategy,
what it's going to belike to get there. So, for example, we flew to Seychelles.I'll tellyouhowwe did the
Seychelles trip. We flew to Seychelles. The people thatfly to Seychelles, when we looked at it was
Emirates, Qatar and | think Air France, we flew with Qatar. So, once wefly Qatar, thefirst thingin our mind
is wegot to figure out howwe can get points into Qatar's currency, whichis the Avios. So, fromthereI'm
looking at which credit cards can transfer points in the currency that Qatar gets. Thegoodthingis that
Qatar uses Avios as their currency. Ifyou are not familiar with pointscurrency, | wantto tryto dumbthis
down as much aslcan. Aviosistheir currency that not justQatar uses, butBritish Airways uses, Iberia
uses.

There's abunch of different peoplein that network ofinternational carriers thatuse Avios. Andifyou can
transfer your points from the credit card that you have to Avios, you can then usethose points to redeem
for all of those different airlines. So, thefirst thingthat | wantto figure out is which airlines fly there. | found
outthat Qatarfliesthere, so | needto get pointsinto Qatar. Thegood thingis alot of credit card companies
have pointsthat can transfer to Qatar, whether that's Chase. So, agood beginnercard that I'd recommend
is the Chase Sapphire Preferred, Capital One also transfers to Qatar. Or you can get Avios currency. One of
my favorite cards is going to be the Capital One Venture X, but also even theregular CapitalOne Venture
cardis another card that transfers to Qatar. There also are great cards that transferto it like Citibank cards.
Citibank cards can transfer to Qatar.

So, oncelfigure out who can transfer those pointsto Qatar, | then need to figure outhow many points |
need to fly there. So, then you wantto do some searches, agoodsearch engine thatl useis Seats Aero. It's
a great thing thatallows youto search manydifferent airlines and multiple dates to figure out availability.
Then you can figure out which card can get you the sign-upbonus to getyouthe points required to flyover
there. And then onceyou havethose,youtransfer the pointsover tothat airline and then youredeem the
flights andyou justpay the taxes and fees on those flights. So that'sone part done with theflights.

The other partyouwant tofigure outis hotels. Forme personally,| am not ahumongous hotel person. | like
to spend my trip outside of ahotel. But there are certain experiences that youcan only have at certain
hotels and | livefor those experiences. So, I'm going to look at which hotels are on thoseislands and we'll
cater ourtriptothoseislands forthose hotels, such asthe Seychelles, Platte Island. We found that Hilton
has a brand-new hotel and we wanted to figure out how to getthere and stay at that hotel. Hiltonis one of
my favorite hotel companies becausethere's no cap on the points thatyou can use afree night award on if



you stay with Hyatt, if you stay with Marriott, if you stay with alot of these things, their caps, they'llgive you
50,000-pointfree night awards. Youcan only spend up to 50,000 points.

Well, when you lookat it, the Bora Boras stay or the Maldives day you wantto stayatisreally 100,000. So
now that 50,000 points thatyouget the free night awardyoucan't even use at the places that youwant to
getto. And that's onething thatl really like aboutHilton is that there's no cap in terms of whereyou can use
those aslong asyou can find afree knight available. Nowthis is agreat thing that for these daysifyou have
aplayertoo becauseit's easier to accrue a good amount of points. So, what| found outwas Hilton, | would
say every year at least runs promotions where even their basic card or the card with, | thinkit's $150
annual fee, which is The Hilton Honors Surpasswill giveyou 130,000 points and afree night award built
into it. Those arethetimes when | get those cards. So, there's some card, the HiltonHonors regular card,
that has no annualfee. It'll have a promotion whereit says 80,000 points and afree night award. I'llget it.
No annual fee. It'll be a low annual spend, like $1,000 in three months or something. I'll get it. Then I'lLrefer
my wife. | get the referral points for referring my wife. My wife gets that card. It's a$0 annual fee. She gets
the 80,000 points free nightaward. Now we have two nights, and then we have 80,000 points and 80,000
points. It was 160,000 points. That's three nights at the hotel. Andwe spent moneyon ourpurchases, but
we have not spent any money in our annual fees. If, dependingon the amount of stays thatwe want, she
can refer me for the Hilton Surpasscard. That Hilton Surpass card has $150annualfee, but it also will give
me 130,000 points and afree night award. That's twomore nights. Andusingthose cards, by spending
$150in annual fees, we're ableto get a$15,000 Hilton Platte Island stay that we could never even dream
of. And also, withthose cars, we get free breakfast. We get so many different perks. We got room upgrades
that we couldn't even dream about.

Andthefreebreakfastis alot morevaluable at aspot likethat than what mostpeople think
about of aregular free breakfast. Can you explain that?

Darren Chew: | know I'm saying free breakfast, so you're thinking buffet style, butno, these arethe best.
They havefruit bars; they have sushibars. Atbreakfast, theyhavered velvet croissants. The amazing food
and cuisine. It's more than justexperience. And realistically speaking, alot of these breakfasts, they are
really like $100 breakfast. Ifyou were to not have that perk, breakfastwould be so expensive. And also,
whenyou'rein these experiences, like we werein Platte Island and Seychelles, you're on anisland, you
can'tgo anywhere else and get food you need to eat. So just havingthe breakfast there by itself will at least
cover oneofthose coststo help yousave money when you'retraveling as well.

And I think the other thing about the super advanced planning is number one, so, you can
reverse engineer it exactly as you said, pick out yourideal, most epic experience. Figure out which hotel
you heed to get points fortodo that, figure outwhichairlineyou need to get miles to fly on, and then
retroactivelyreverseyourstrategy so you're gettingthe cards and buildingthe points and miles. The other
thing, though, isthat some ofthese hotels have blackout dates for the use of points, and someflightsas
well are going to be more expensive, meaning they require more miles to fly on this date versus another
date might be less expensivein terms of the miles required. So how do you planaround that?

Darren Chew: So, | would say within the last year, my wife and | have been way more intentional aboutthe
places that we go to. Prior to last year,anywhere we see acheap flight, we're going. Andthat's why my
travel schedule has been so crazy with work, because my wife knows she's the one with reason. | see a
cheap flightto go to wherever, I'm like, oh, there gotto be something, dude, let's go. My wifeis like, hi, you



going to do that? Because we come back on a Tuesday and we leave on the next Thursday, and you can't
work thosetwodays. Something like, she needs my voice of reason.

So, likeyou said, because of using points, | had to be way moreintentional in terms of planning my trips.
Because waiting for availability and getting availability for theseresorts and theseflights,youhaveto do
them as early as possible. A lot ofthe calendars open up 330, 350 daysin advance. So, alot ofthese
bucket list travel destinations, it's not. Not just yourbucketlist, it'salot of people's bucketlist as well, for a
reason. So, thefurther out that you plan, it'll be betterfor youto save for thattrip, butalso allows for the
availability. So, what | would say is now at thisstagein our life, we're really intentional about the places
thatwego to. I still will mix in some, oh, it's acheap flight, let'sgo. Butwe go to places for reasons,
whether it's someplace that shewantstogoto orlwantto goto,orit'sanew hotel that's there. We do this
as far out as possible now.

Yeah, | thinkthose aretwo reallygood and really different types of strategies, right? Like, a
lot of people do that followthe deal, notthe destination. Wherever you can get the best deal least
expensively, justgo there, because surely there'llbe awesome stuffto do there. You'll see anew country,
you'llhave anew experience, and you can learn stuff specially if you're notreally familiar with that
particular place. And alot of people do that. And that's areally goodtravel hacking strategyis just lookfor
thebest deals whereit's least expensive for you togo from the airportthat you're flyingoutofand just go
there.

But then there's this otherside, which is that if | wanted to architect this super overthetop, epic bucket list
legendary experience, howwould| retroactively do that so thatl could have something forfree orfora
super inexpensively thatwould normally be totally prohibitive for mostpeopleto do. Andthen you can
strategically workbackwards and design that particular specific experiencein that particular place, which |
think is a combination of, of the place and the experience. IfI'm hearing thatright. It's like,yeah, we want to
see BoraBora. And also, wewant tostay in an overwater bungalowand land in a seaplane and have all of
that kind of epic stuffin one. And then youreverse engineer it. Are there any other more advanced or
lesser-known hacks or tips ortechniques thatin doing this for so many yearsnowyou can share with folks
ontop of what we've already talked about?

Darren Chew: Even though I've been doing it for someyears now, the landscape of it is ever changing.
Thereare new peoplethat areadded to alliances, there's new airlines that are joined, there's new transfer
partners, there's new credit cards that are opening. So, it's an ever-changing fluid environment. One thing
that | realized more recently is one of my favorites, | guess hacks is one of my mostvaluable pointsis
AlaskaAirlines being in New York. | don'tfly Alaska often, butl have found myselftryingto get and redeem
Alaskapoints. And thereasonwhy is onething that Alaska allowsyouto doisto have, | believeit's seven-
day free layover or stopoverin anywhere that you're going. So, for my birthday as ofright now, | have this
planned where I really wanted to go tothe Uni Salt flats in Bolivia duringmy birthday. It's the wet season so
you could havethatamazing mirroreffect. It's supposed tobe one of the most beautiful experiences that
you can have.

But | also found that flyingwith LATAM, who is an Alaska partner, you can actually fly directly into Chile.
AndI'venever been to Chile. So as ofright now, | booked it to fly direct from New Yorkto Chile.l have eight
daysin Chileon a stopover and | was looking toseef| can get over to Easter Island. Buttheflightprices
look crazy, soldon't know ifI'm going todoit. But | might juststay in Chile. There's enough to seein Chile
andthen fromtherego Chileto Bolivia. Andinstead of having afour hour or even 20-hour layover, | have



literally eight daysand | didn't pay more for my flight. Youjust gotto find the availability. And Alaska Airlines
is arealuniqueairlinebecauseyou're allowed to do those essentially forfree. Even ifyou wereto book that
separately, theflightfrom Chileto Bolivia or the direct flightfrom New York toBolivia, it's crazy. So that's
onehackthatlthinkthat notenough peopletalk about. That I thinkis an amazing feature.

It's areally good one. Andthere's different levels ofthat too. | think sometimes ifyou are
booking aflight and the airline carrier, whatever country it happens tobefrom, like the national base, they
will often inviteyou as they're routingyou on yourlayover through that country. Would you like to spend 48
hours or 72 hoursin this countryon the way? Becauseyou're welcome to do that, right?| feel like Iceland
might have beenthe onethat started it, Icelandic era. And theywere like, all these people are going on their
routefromthe US over to mainland Europe and they're like, do youwantto spend like 48 hours, 72 hoursin
Iceland? Becauseyou're welcometo do that, get no extra charge and no visa.

Andthen ljust start finding thaton all of these other carriers. Last year | was flying from D.C. to Bangkok
and | just looked up what's the cheapest flightfrom D.C. to Bangkok. And it happenedto be on Saudia
Airlines, which is the nationalcarrier from SaudiArabia. And | go on their website because that's the
cheapest way to bookit. And they're like, want tospend 48 hoursin Riyadh on yourway? Because yougot
to transfer throughhere anyways, no extracharge. I'mlike, sure. So, you can kind of do that stuff. Or even
thereally quick hacks are likethe stuffthat youdid in Kenya, whichis that you justgot20 hours and you go
outandyou seethecity.

Or even props to theairportin Vienna, Austria, which | thinkdoes this better than any otherairportl have
seen, is they facilitate an experience whereifyou have alayover of at least like four, fourhours. You can
lock your luggage thatyou're carryingwith you in alocker, jumpon an express train thatshootsyoufrom
theairportrightinto the oldcity of Vienna. Walk around, get a coffee, hang outfor alittle bit and then get
back on and it shootsyouback to theairport. Yougrabyour bag and yougo toyour gate, right? So, | love the
layover experience and the longer you can do it, ifyou can spend three days, fourdays, eight daysin Chile,
that's going tobe amazing. | think that's areally, reallygood hack and a great way to see more places.

Darren Chew: For sure. And whenyou say that there's so many airlines that offer that. CopaAirlines in
Panama, you havelceland Air in Iceland. We did a Turkish stopover with Turkish Airlines. Qatar Airlines did
that wewerein Dohatwo different times where we had that stopover in Qatar. They actually willfacilitate
and giveyou the five-star hotelfor like $30 anight or something, depending on the stay thatyou're doing it.
There's somethat will giveyoufree stays. Wedid it in Singapore as well. Andalot ofthem will even give
you accommodations and transportation and tours throughoutthe city as well. So, layovers tome get bad
reps, butllovemeagood layover.

Hundred percent. Yeah. Andifyou can structureit for to spend as much timethere as
possible, I'm super excited you're goingto Chile. | spentaboutamonth in Santiago.| was based there and
it's just aspectacular city. You'rerightnear Valparaiso onthe coast. Youcan just do an hour out there,
spendtheday there. It's one of my favorite cities as well. But the salt flatsin Bolivia. | will say this as much
as | talk about how much | love Brazil and | love Chile and | love Colombia, like all these countries. If
somebody saysto me, | have one week to spend in South America, anywhere on the continent. And I've
been to Machu Picchu, I've been to all these epic places. | know you havetoo. Butif somebody saysto me,
| have one week to spend anywhere in South America, I've never been anywhere on the continent. Where
should I go?I'mgoing totell themto goto Bolivia, man.



I spent eight nights in Boliviaand I've been alot of, | mean, props to the Galapagos Islands. Like, I've been
to a lot of epic places in South America. Bolivia, man, it was just something so special and so different and
so unique. Like, lwent withagroupof about eight people and wewerein, wewere based in Lima, Peru, for
themonth. And wejustwerelike, yo, let's just goto Boliviafor aweek. We go to Bolivia for eight nights and
everybody'smind was just blown. Andthese are very experienced travelers | was with.l mean, mine's just
blown every day. Like,we've just never seen anythinglike this. It justfeels like you're on adifferent planet
every day. Whenyou'rein the salt flats and theneven when you're in La Paz, the capital city, people get
around in LaPaz by cable cars. That's like the regular form of working-class transportation. | mean, it's built
into the. | mean, it's just totally different, totally over the top, totally spectacular. So, I'm really excited that
you'regoing toBolivia and definitelywant to hear about that. I'm excitedto seeyour videobecauseifyou're
ableto fly your drone and get footage that way as well, man, | know youdo, that'sgoingto be really special.

Darren Chew: I'm excited. That's whyl chose that place for my birthday. Let's seeif that goes through. But
that'stheplan. | haveflights booked already for us.

I loveit, brother. Well, Chew, | want to ask younowjust for somereflections and tipsbased
onall ofthetravel that you'vedone so far. | know we're both goingto go tothe Black Travel Summit. You're
oneof the speakersthere. And | knowalot ofthe contentthat you do is for black travelersin particular. And
I'mwondering ifyou can share allittle bit, just reflecting onyour travels, about how have you experienced
this, the dynamics of anti-blacknessaround the world as atraveler. And also,when we say that anti
blackness, there's alot of intersectional dynamics thatgo along withthatin terms of areyou speaking with
an American accent, are you speaking with an African accent, and other types of class dynamics and
things ofthis nature. So,|I'm curious, at this pointin yourtravel journey, whatare some ofyour overall
experiences, but then also reflections and analysis of that.

Darren Chew: By traveling, | realize how different people thinkaboutmy blackness. | think one hottopic
contentthat goesviralis people saying, going tothis place as ablack person, | have never donethat. | seea
lot of people saying that that's thefirstthingthatthey do. Firstthingis | want to experience a place for
myselfbeforelforman opinion onit. Not sayingthatracismis not athing thatexist. As we all know, racism
does exist and there are different layers between that. Butl travel withtheintention of having experience.
And if something racist happensto me, to figure out why thatis and how it couldhave happenedthe way
thatitdid. But also, | have benefited for alot of places that I've go to becausel am American. | have
American passport.

I'vegoneto placesin Europe and even in Africawhere they treat me differently until | open up my mouth
and they, oh, thisis an American. Like, | am above anybody else because of my citizenship, havingan
American accent, and itis, | guess, eye opening. Wewere just recently in Uganda, and when I was in
Uganda, people were treating me a certain kind of way because they thoughtl was Ugandan. Andthen
when | started talkingto them, everybodywants to be my friend and everybodywants to be niceto me,
which I'm grateful for,that the people want tobe niceto me, but it shouldn'tbe because | am American.
So, | definitely benefit from being an American.

Well, | also want to ask you about how all of the travel thatyou have donetogether as a
couplewith yourwife hasimpacted your relationship with her.

Darren Chew: So, thisisreally interestingbecause | never traveled as akid growingup outside of Jamaica,
and my family, we used to go on onebig trip every year to Florida. And mywife's upbringingwas different



than mine, where shewent on alot of family trips. She stayed in nice places and she went to beaches and
sherelaxed. And her idea of a vacation was different than when she travelswith me. And the best thing
that | would say about my relationship with my wifeis that we are both compromisingin each other. |
would say that travel has strengthened our relationshipbecause it's something thatweboth are
passionate about and we learn so much abouteach other thatit's relationships that we have builtwith
each other. | know alot of people say thatyoudon'treally knowsomebody untilyoutravel withthem.And |
wouldn'twant to travel with anybody but mywife.

I recommend that to people all the time. When you get into arelationship with someone, go
onatripwiththem asearly in the relationship as possible. Because when you interact with peopleon a
trip, when you're traveling together in a place that you're both not familiar with, you willlearn so much
aboutthat person. So,whenyou think back aboutall the travel thatyou have done now, starting with going
to stay with yourteammates in Europe and all of the things thatyou've done up untilnow, howdo youthink
that all of that travel hasimpacted youas aperson?

Darren Chew: My handle on everything is ChewsToExplore. It has keptme curious. It has helped me
explore notjust theworld, but also differentthings in my life and avenues thatl never considered
seemingly possible because of travel. So, | would say definitely opened my mind and keptme curious, kept
me adventurous, keptmeyoung.

Well, the other thing that you and | havein commonis that we are both on team Carry on
and we do not check luggage when wetravel. Andl knowyour wife is also on team Carry on, whichl love.
Thereis a quoteon oneofyour blog posts. It says we've never checked abag. For us, minimalist packing
has become morethan astrategy. It'salifestyle choice for travel that'sworry free and truly enjoyable. And|
loved that becausel travel the world full time with Carry-on Luggage only. Andso, | really appreciate that.
For peoplethough that are not yeton team Carry-on and wouldlike or aspire to potentially get there. Can
you share sometips? And | thinkbothmaybefrom your perspective, but alsowhat yourwife might say to
thewomen listeningout there aswell on how totravel the world withoutchecking abag.

Darren Chew: So, my biggest tip that | tell peopleis leaveit at home. Anything thatyouwant, generally
speaking, you can find. And there's things thatyourealize that youthink that are essential thatare really
not essential. I've never been somewhere and been like man, | wish | had this before. Ifl do need it, | go to
thestoreandI'llgetit. Granted, that's my perspective. There's notmuch thatl need or want my travel for
the experience and not the other things. But that is my perspective. My wifeis awoman and sheis not as
much ofa minimalist as | am, but | am blessed beyond measures that she also has joined me. And not just
in carrying, shejust travels withbook bag. Wewent on ourhoneymoon; we went all these places with just
abookbag. Also, it does help that I travel so minimallythatshe puts alot of stuffinto my bag. But we both
havetwo book bags.

So, what | would say is there'salot of different ways thatyou can minimize the things that you have. The
firstthing that you realize is you go through your stuff. And what| do with my wifeis there's ever outfits that
shebringsthat shedoes not wear. She'snever ableto bringthat outfitagain becauseit just wasted space
in her luggage. So, it's justbeing strategic. My wifeis atype A planner so she always wants to have things
justin case. So, all her outfits are planned before the trip. She knows where we're goingto goand she
knows that thisoutfitwill be good with this place. And this helps because she's notbringing extra stuff
because she knows what she's going to wear, she knows what she's going tosee and if there's anything



else. My wife loves to shop. She'll go shopping. So, the only thing that | feel like is nonnegotiable or difficult
for her as a black woman is finding hair products.

We go to certain places that just will nothave black hair care. So, some of those things can get challenging
in terms of keeping her hair moisturized and letting her style her hair. And if she ever does have areally long
trip, what she does is normallyjustbraid her hair. [t makes it easier for her to manage and she doesn't
really need much in order to take care of it.

Well, you and your wife do an amazing job of documenting yourtravels on your YouTube
channel ChewsToExplore, as well as yourblogand your website and your social mediaand all of that.
Which raises my next question that is, as someone thatconsumes your contentand followsyou, | really
appreciate the amount of effort that goes into the drone footage and showing howgorgeousthese places
are, and then you and your wife showingwhat you're doingand givingyour feedback and your tipsand your
advice and thevideos and all that kind of stuff. So as atraveler and as a consumer of your content, | love
that. I'masking you, though, behindthe scenes for you and yourwife, howdo youbalance documenting the
experience, getting the footage, creating all thatamazing content, with actually beingpresentin the
moment, havingthetravel experience yourself, and actually living it.

Darren Chew: So, the biggest thingthat | would say with that is that we enjoy creating content. Itisnota
choretous. Itisfunand weboth are on the same page with it. We know how blessedand we are so
grateful to have the experience thatwe have. And we knowthatso many people, especially like peoplein
America, have not had the experiences that we have had. So, | wouldn't say that we feel like we owe them
to showthese experiences, butwe want to show ourexperiences. We started creatingourYouTube
channel because so many peoplewould ask us, what is this place like? What is that place like? And rather
than telling them, we put things together toshowthem. So basically, our YouTube started as adigital
scrapbook for us. Wejust did it not forviews, not to make moneyj, literally, justto show peoplewhat our
experienceis. And also change people's perceptions around whattravel is like and how you can also do it
affordably, relatively speaking.

So, through theyears, | think this year makes four years we've been on YouTube. We have been able to have
agood ideain terms of what we need from a specific shot, a specific place, a specific anything so thatwelll
go somewhere. Andbecause we know we need an overhead shot,we need acomingin shot, weneed to
talk about thefood, the price, and how it made me feel. It's relatively easy because we know whatwe need
beforewego intothe places. So, | guess planning and being detailed will saveyou alot oftime. But | think
the biggest thing is really that we enjoyit. It's not achore. It's taking you guys along the journey withus. And
when we get amazing shots, we're like, wow, | can't wait to showyou. It's like. Like, you guys can see how
amazing thisistoo.

Yeah, | love that, man. So,for couples, let's say, specifically who mightbe at the earlier stage
of travelingtogether, as you said, it can be an incredibly enriching experience for relationship, but it can
also haveissuesraised to the surfacethat maybedidn't cometo the surface when you weren't traveling.
So, I'm curious, any tips that you might have for couples that would like to do more travelingtogether?

Darren Chew: For sure. So, the biggest thingis compromise. Okay? You guyswant to be on the same page,
andthat's many different things. Mywife and | are so different in the way that we travel. My wife loves
beaches. She loves pina coladas. She loves hangingouton the beach. If she could, shewould spend the
wholeday onabeach. Mg, | go to abeach, | step onthesand, | look at thewater.| said, this is great. And
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thenlcango. | say, what elseisthereto do here?Butit's all aboutcompromise. So, whetherit's a
destination isacompromise. Yougo to someplace that has many different things, or you have one day of
relaxing, one day of adventure, one day of history that you both can compromise and have experiences
with, thatistheimportant thingin terms of finding thatbalance between the relationships. And ifyou guys
are both on the same page, then it's even better becausethereis not much of acompromise. Butit's just
really about communicationand understandingin terms of relationships.

Allright, Chew, let me ask you one more question, and then we'll wrap thisupand moveinto
The Lightning Round.You have nowtraveled toover 60 countries. You've been doingthis for manyyears.
Why areyou so passionate aboutcontinuing to travel? At this point in your journey, what does travelmean
toyou?

Darren Chew: It's just thefeeling thatl get when I'min anew place and a new experience. And it's just like
getting me out of my comfort zone, seeing people trying food. At this pointin my life, I'm still so curious.
Thereare still parts of my lifethat | have not even found outyet. And alot of these experiences getting out
of my comfort zone, | learned through travel. | learned that | likethese things. | learned thatl don'tlike these
things. Andl hopethat | willstay curious for the rest of my life.

Allright,well, | think that'sthe perfect place to end the main portion of this interview. And at
this point, Chew, areyouready to moveinto 7heLightningRouna?

Darren Chew: I'mready.

Let'sdoit. Allright, question number one. Arethe New York Knicksgoingto win the
championshipin 20267 s thistheyear?

Darren Chew: Thisis absolutely theyear. Listen, the Knicks were takingit and we're winningit in five
games.

Folks,youheard it here. And Chew is goingto havereceipts when thatcomes to pass laterin
2026. Allright,whatis onebook thatyouwould recommend that other people should read?

Darren Chew: | read a book by Dave Ramsey. He's the personthatkind of put me ontofinancial freedom
and being financially savvy. And The Total Money Makeover by Dave Ramsey was an eye opener to all
thing’s moneyto me.

Allright,who is one personcurrently alive today that you've never met thatyou'd mostlove
to havedinner with just you and that person for an evening of dinner and conversation?

Darren Chew: This might soundalittle cheesy, butl want to say Barack Obama. And | say that becausel
feel like outside of being thefirst black presidentand all those things, | feel like heis such a well-rounded
person and he knows so many different thingsand it would be amazing conversations for sure.

Allright, knowingeverything that you knownow, ifyou could gobackin time and giveone
piece of adviceto your 18-year-oldself, what would you say to 118-year-old Chew?

Darren Chew: Stay curious.

Allright, of all the places that you have now traveled to, whatare three ofyour favorite
destinations you would mostrecommend, other people should definitely check out.
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Darren Chew: Of course, | have to say Jamaica. I'm going to alsosay Rio de Janeiro. As we spoke about it
highly enough.It's an Amazingplaceto be. And one experiencethatl thinkthat everybody shoulddo isto
go to Namibia. Namibiais one of my favorite places |'ve been to as well.

Lovethat. Do youwantto give ashoutout toNamibia and just say what you loved about it
that was so special.

Darren Chew: My wife and | rented a4x4 camper and we went throughout Namibia. It's the second least
densely populated countryin theworld. And it was just my wife and | in acamper. The most amount of
stars|'veever seen in my life. The wildlife here, the sand dunes, the beaches, the food, the culture. My
words aren't going to describe it. Watch ourYouTubevideoon it because you will see how amazing this
country is.

Wewilllink up your YouTube video onNamibiain the show notes so folks can go and see
that. And then, of course, Jamaica, I've got to get yourrecommendation for people that would like to
experience Jamaica beyond a standard tourist experience in Jamaica. What would yourecommend? How
should people experienceyourcountry?

Darren Chew: Jamaicais amazing because itis so diverse. In my home parish of St. Elizabeth, one of the
bestthingsthatifyou areinto history, especially Black Liberation, is there are people called the Maroons in
Jamaica. And the Maroons are from the mountains. What they did, they were one of thefirst people to
revolt against the British. Andthe Maroons actually had atreaty with the British prior to slavery even being
abolished. There was experience we had in maroon townin St Elizabeth, where we gotto learnaboutthe
history, learn about the culture, their ties back to Africa, how they were strong people and were able to fight
off the British army, which was at that time one of the of the best armies in the world.

Allright,Chew, whatareyourtop three bucket list destinations, places youhave notyet
been highest on yourlistyou'd most loveto see?

Darren Chew: | definitely want to go to Ethiopia. | love the idea of Ethiopiabecause of places in Africa. It's
theonly onethat was not colonized by a European invader. Especially with my Jamaican ancestry, the ties
to Ethiopiaare astounding. And it's definitely aplace that | want to go and spendalot of timein. In that
same breath, | want to visit Haiti and have an actual experience in Haiti because once again, that Black
liberation, the storythat they were ableto revolt against the fresh army and have thefirstfree countryin
the Americas and inspire even the United States of America at that time. Also off of that train, | definitely
wantto visit Socotrain Yemen. | want toseethe Blood Dragon Trees. | want to experience it because alot
of peoplegive Yemen such abad rep. Butitis a lot of beautiful thingsto haveyou whereyou go. And that's
such a uniquethingtoseeas well.

100% shout outto the people of Yemen as well. All right, Chew, we have nowcometo the
most importanttwo questionsofthisinterview.|'m aboutto ask youto nameyourtop five hip-hop emcees
of alltime. And I'm goingto ask you tonameyourtop five Jamaicans dancehall artists. Let's start. Before
you nameyour five. When we go intothat, can youjust share alittle bit aboutwhatmusic has meantin
your life, specifically Jamaican dancehall and hip-hop and howyou connected withthose art forms and
whatthey meantoyou.

Darren Chew: Being raised in New York, musicis such abig part of it. Anywhereyougo, anywhereyou see,
it's just live music, whether it'sthe people walking downthe street with a speaker on their shoulder. You're
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onthetrain andyou'retryingto tell somebody toshutup and turntheir music off. People walking around
handing you, their CDs. Musicis such abig thing herein New York, especially being such adiverse place
and theinflux ofimmigrants. You learn so much aboutpeople and theirculture. And then also whenwe talk
about dancehall, theinteresting thing actually, my mother, even though| am Jamaican, my mother grewup
not listening toany dance. | didn'treally listen todancehall untill started goingto parties. Becausein New
York, ifyou go to aparty and they don't play dancehall, if they play anything else besides dancehall, now,
they play Africa Afro beats, too. Butifyou gotoaparty that doesn't playdancehallor doesn't play Afro
beats, nobody's going tothe party. There's no party without havingthose.

Well, asyou know, | was ahip-hop DJinthe 1990s, and in my opinion, that's when the best
hip-hop ever was coming out. And it was coming out of New York. Like,for me, 1990s East coast hip-hopis
my love language, my heart and soul. But at the sametime, the 1990s Jamaican dance hall thatwas
coming out was unbelievable. And thenyouhad this incredible crossover where you had people like Super
Catthat were putting Biggie on the tracks. Andthen you had KRS-One doing stuff withMad Lion. Andthen
you had all of this intermixing of the New York City hip-hop with the Jamaican dance hall. Andit was like
themost unbelievable thingand so forth. Forme, those genres are so special and they're so meaningful.
So, withoutfurther ado, let's startwiththe Jamaican dancehall artists. Whoareyourtop five?

Darren Chew: For sure. | gotto putBujuin there.| listen to alot of Buju. | listen to agood amountof Vybzs. |
gotto putVybzinthere.l got Popcaan, for sure. | got Gyptian. I'm goingto throw Beenie Man in therejust
becausel listento alot of Beenietoo. | can't miss Beenie.

Amazing. Allright,and so the very final question ofthis interview. Top five hip-hop emcees of
alltime.

Darren Chew: First, | gotto putJay Z. I'm New York. My artistry right hereis going to be very New York.Jay
Z.I'malso putting Nas in there becausethese aretwo top tiers also growing up, elementary school, middle
school, 50 Cent. I gotto put 50in there. Eventhoughhe doesn'thave the large catalog of everybodyelse,
50in thistopisin his primethere. Now this maybe I'm talkingaboutanon-controversial Kanye West. I'm
talking non-controversial. And thenI'mthrowingDMXin there because really, | grew up on alot of DMXs.
Still New York hip hop. Yeah, that's my five.|'ll stick withit.

Allright,amazing. Chew,at this point, | wantyouto let folksknowhowtheycan findyou,
follow you onsocial media, check out yourYouTube, your blog. How do you want people to comeinto your
world?

Darren Chew: For sure. So, my wife and | have many platforms. On every platform, it's ChewsToExplore.
That'son YouTube. That's onInstagram.We have TikTok. We have other platforms that we have threads.
Any platform that you guysuse, we'reon.And it's ChewsToExplore.

Andyou also offer someincredible free things for people when they come ontoyour site that
they can grab. Becauseyou guys do an amazing job, | think of, number one, profiling differentplaces so
people can actually get avisual. They get amazing drone shots and they can see what places look like. But
thenyou also givethem tips and hacks about, like, stuffl wish | knew before | went to this place. And you
givethem likethe 10 things they need to knowif they're goingto planatrip there. So, | thinkyou're sayingis
really, really good for trip planning. First of all, pickingout, where would | want togo? Let me see. What
does SriLanka look like? What does Malaysialook like? What does this place look like? Andthen, ooh,
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okay, yeah, | want to go there and seethat. Then youhave aseparatevideo that's here's 10 things | wish |
knew beforel went there. So nowifyou want toplan your trip,youhelp them planthe trip. So, alot of that
stuffisjustthroughyourvideos, but then talk about some of the special offers that people can optin for
and get totally for free for sure.

Darren Chew: Absolutely. Our website is the number one place that you guys can find resources for as you
said, trip planning experiences. A lot of people | know read blogs and blogs are on chewstoexplore.com s
thebestway to do it. We also have information about going places, abouthowifyou areinterested in travel
hacking, using points in order to travel, it's on ourwebsite. Destinations, places that we want to go. The
website is a one stop shop for basically all things travel and also for staying connected with us as well.

Yeah, it's atrove of free content folks. They go alot deeper on some of those points and
miles and smart travel strategies thatwe discussed in this episode. So, you can go outin for some things,
getawholebunch of cool stuff and just check outthe amount of content thatyouhave on yourYouTube
and everything at this point. It'sjust amazing. I've gone through alot of it and it's really, really top notch. So,
weare going to link all ofthat up in the shownotes. Youcan just go to one place at themaverickshow.com,
gotothe show notes for this episode. Thereyou're going tofind direct linksto everything we have
discussed on this episode, includingall of the ways to find, followand connect with Chew.

Brother, this was so amazing. Thank you so muchfor coming onthe show. It was greatto haveyouhere.
Darren Chew: Thanks for hanging out withme for acouple hours here. | appreciate you, my brother.

Allright,goodnight, everybody.
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