Thisis part two of my interview with Imani Bashir. Ifyou have not yetlistenedto part one, | highly
recommend you go back and do thatfirst because it provides some reallyimportantcontext forthis
episode. Ifyou have already heard partone, then please enjoy the conclusion of my interview with Imani
Bashir.

So, after Cairo, youwent toChina. Can you talkaboutwhat prompted the move to China?

Imani Bashir: So, while | was in Egypt, | met my ex-husband, who was coaching American footballat the
American Universityin Cairo, which was literally up the street from where |l was. And we actually met at.
So, the NFLhad a program called Football Without Barriers, and literally Marshawn Lynchand abunch of
other ex-NFL guys were goingto bethere. And I'm like, | love Marshawn Lynch because priorto me moving
abroad, | was asports broadcaster. So, | was like, what? | have to be there. So, it was literally a closed
event for high school students. Butl fast talked myway intothe event and my ex-husband was actually
there and we met. I'm like, finally, another black American. He's from Buffalo, New York. Finally, somebody
who understands culturally things.

And because helived not too far from me. | was like, cool, we can go to the mall, we can do these things, or
whatever. Andthen whenwe decided to get married, we came back to the States for asmall stint, but he
had a contract foranew arenafootball league in China, and so he was goingto be coaching the Dalian
team. So, we got achance to do asix-week, six city tour, whichwas probably one of the most fantastic
thingsI've ever got achanceto experience, becauseit gave methe opportunity to see agreater portion of
Chinain a short amountoftime. So, everyweek we werein adifferent city, and so you got tosee
somewherethat was asrural as you can possibly get to, as big and robustand city like as Shanghai. So, it
was a fantastic experience because I'm like one, when you think of China, there'sso many thingsthat you
can think about. Butobviously, as ablack person, people arelike, don'tgo there. They don't like us, they
don'tthis. Whatever. It was not my experience.

Now, obviously, people are going to look at you, they're goingto wantto take pictures and things of that
nature. I'd neverhad an issue with that. Butfor me, it was like culturally and then it was the architecture
and it was the history.| was so entrenched in that. Thefood, my goodness. Beingable to see so many
different sides of China. [t was really pivotal in our move back because we eventually wentback for two
years. Butinitiallythat's whatbroughtus there. Butl stopped teaching and started getting into freelance
writing. So, | had been freelance writingwhile | was still in Egypt, but then once we gotto China, | was
freelance writing full time. And so, where | was, most of the cities that | was in, | lived in Chongging and |
lived in Wuhan. Those are southwest, southeast. Chinais huge, by the way.And I lived in cities that were
three, four, fivetimes biggerthan New York City, with millionsof people.

Well, | know youalso wentto Poland, which is whereyougave birth to yourson.Can youtalk
about your experience in Poland?

Imani Bashir: Yes. People are often taken aback when I tell them that myson was bornin Szczecin. And
they'rejustlike, wait, how did you even getthere? So again, you know, my ex-husband, he's having the
opportunityto take two contracts Poland. And at this time,we werein Thailand. We had been spending
timein Pattaya. Oh, God, it's abeautiful place. It's areally a party retiree town. You seevery old veterans
thatareTherethat have been thereforever and they've justbeen enjoyinglife and kicking back. So, after the
six-week tour that we did in China, we decided to go to Thailand foramonthand just kick it there. My first
timeever in Thailand and absolutely beautiful, beautiful place, beautiful people.
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And so, weweretrying todecide because | was pregnant with myson and | was like, | don't necessarily
wantto give birth in the States. However, we did want supportand we were like, if we go to the States,
family will be there, etc. And so, he had two contracts, onein Illinois, southern Illinois, very white,and one
in Poland and thelllinois one, it just didn't make sense because | think theywould have tried to like room
him with someone and he's like, well, | have afamily, | have achild comein. Like, that wouldn'tmake
sense. And so, we chose the Szczecin and we get there, it's the widest place on earth and it's cold. And |
remember looking at the buildings because Europeis smaller in comparisonto the U.S. and even smaller
in comparison to China. Welived in abig high rise buildingin China, butthe buildings in Poland are very
small. We had a studio apartment, probably ourfirst studioever. Andthe people were justso lovely.

Andthat'sthe mostinterestingthing about it because the expectationis people are like, you're black and
you're Muslim and you're here and whoa, they're, you know, whatever. Butthey really enveloped us. And |
would takethe bus and peoplewould seethat | was pregnant and theywill helpmeonthebus. And|
remember next to our buildingwe had apharmacy and | would sometimes goget snacks and thingsor
whatever. Andit was thefirst time culturally thatl saw a place that people count outtheir change. And I'm
sitting there and I'm like, thisis interesting. And they putall their change out and theyjust countit. And then
eventually, similar to in Cairo, yourkind of justimmerse yourself culturally. I'm like, well, | gotall this
change, I'm going to countout mychangetoo. But prior to us coming, | had reached outto amidwife that |
had found.

When we got there, shewasin Canada. And my son's due date was actually March 5th. So, | was like, okay,
she should be back by that time. Well, | wentintolabor onFebruary 26th. It had to bebecausel had a22-
hour laborand hewas born on February 27th. So,we literally had our son in the middle ofthe living roomiin
our house. Becausel didn't knowthat | was in labor. Because yourfirst pregnancy, youhave no clue. So,
he'sborn. And atthe time, my ex-husbandhad someone who helpedwith his team there, and his wife
always helped me, whateveritis that | needed. Translations, anything. So, | call her and | tell her we had
thebaby, and she brings amidwife and she takes me to the doctor. | mean, all the things we were cared for
in such a way. But the most special moment in thiswhole ordeal of havingmy son there was we get back
to our apartment and the midwife is there, my ex-husband’s there, and my, | call her like a sister, auntie, big
sister Camila. And they're like, hey, the priest from the churchis downstairs, buthe knows you're aMuslim
woman, so he's going towait for youto cover. And hejust wanted to bring you all some gifts. And this priest
speaks no English. He bringsus all of these community goods in trash bags, full clothes, shoes, diapers,
wipes, toys. They boughtus a car seat. We didn't even have a car. | mean, all the things.

And I was so overfilled becausel'mlike, these people don't know us fromacan of paint. They just know
thatwe had a baby here. They just know that we're new here. Andthat's the things that I'm like, ifyou don't
travel, younever get achanceto experience somethingoutside of just, oh, theydon'tlike these people, or
they don't likethat people. Well, they treated us with the utmost respect. And | remember big sis Camilla
shout out to her because, love her to today, still connected. Shefound me agynecologist, which is actually
a Palestinian gynecologist, aman. And so, she was like, | wanted to find youamuslim doctor. In Szczecin
Poland, you find the only? But, like, what is happening?

And obviouslyhedoesn't check me, but he has awoman nursethat comes and does my postpartum
checkupsto make sure everythingwas okay. And all of the things. And it was probably one of the best
experiences I've ever had in my life in terms of humanity, in termsofreally seeing thatall thethings that
keep us divided in terms of race and identity and all of that is bs because humans are humans, and they



will absolutelyrallyaroundyoujustin avery human way. And people always ask me, no, my son does not
have Polish citizenship because they don't have birthright citizenship. Buthe does have a Polish birth
certificatethat is stillin Polish till this day and we had to get it translated and notarized into English. But he
still has his original Polish birth certificate and then he also has a United States consular birthreport as an
American citizen.

That's so amazing. | have not yet been to Poland, but | have so manydear Polish friends. My
business partner is Polish from Poland and I've been going to watch with him the Polska footballmatches
and root for Polska. And I have all of these Polish friends as well now that |'ve developed over the years of
nomading and | haveyet to go. So that is yet another amazing endorsement for Poland. Andso, it has
officially moved even higher on my listhow.

Imani, another place | want to ask youabout that | know you have spent time and lived in for abitis
Malaysia. | lived in Kuala Lumpur for probably aboutfour months | spentthere. And so, | have alot of love
for KL especially. But what was your experience like in Malaysia?

Imani Bashir: Obviously | mentioned alittle bit earlier that we lived in Wuhan, China. So, Wuhanis where
they claim was the epicenter of COVID 19 and covet hit while we were still livingthere. Butwe didn't know
exactly what it was. They hadn'tnamed it yet, butit was requested that people started wearing more
masks. And then you started seeing outside of the malls these big bottles of hand sanitizer, which ifyou've
ever been to China, is an anomaly. What is this doing here? Inotherareas, because Chinahas alot of
smog. You will see people wearing masks justbecause smogis athing. And so, you wantto wear amask to
just protect your breathing, etc. But during thattime, it was wild.

And | remember our landlady sending us amessage, she sent meamessagein Mandarin and it was
something similar to the effect of there's apneumonia outbreak or something. And | was like, well,
pneumoniais not contagious. Youknowwhat| mean? And | just remember that being one of our last, like
messages because it was right before Chinese New Year. So, iffolks don't know Chinese New Year isthe
biggest holidayin Chinaand theyear prior was ourfirst year in Chinaand we didn'tknow you're supposed
to bookyourholidayearly. So, we ended up staying in China thefirst year. But the second year we had
booked and all that. So, we booked to go toMalaysiaright when this whole thingwas happening. We don't
know what's goingon. So, we're like, okay. We get to the airport, they're doing the test on the forehead,
check temperatures. And we're like, okay, no big deal. Get to Malaysia. We're in the Borneo region, so not
necessarily ‘mainland ’partof Malaysia, butit's an island that's set off and it's absolutely gorgeous. Itis a
gorgeous, gorgeous place.

Sonottoo badto bethere, but literally within maybe 48 hours, they closethe bordersof China. Andwe're
seeing the news, and we see that the bordersare completely closed. They're not allowing anyonein,
anyoneout. Well, our two years’worth of living in Chinais stillin China. Myex-husbandhad left his wallet.
We had pictures, toys, awhole apartment, right? And | remember my landlady sending me atext message
on WeChat, what wouldyoulike me to do with this stuff? Because we had our lives in Chinaand we were
like, wedon't know, because we can't get back in. We didn't haveresidency there. He just had his workvisa
that permitted him to work there. But they've closed the borders and its Chinese New Year, so we're stuck.
So, wewere pretty much stuck in Malaysiaat the time.

And at one point, | remember it going from notknowing whatit was to epidemic to apandemic. And it was
just like, what does thateven mean? Where do we go? So we were therefor alittle while, and it was



absolutely gorgeous.One ofthethings thatl lovedwas | went to the masjid there, whichis massive. It's
beautiful. And because Asiahas one ofthe biggest Muslimpopulations, you're goingto see Muslims
everywhere. Andl remember talking toataxidriver, and the man was like, I've never seen ablack Muslim
beforeand onefrom America. And we'rejust havingthis whole conversation of how Black Muslims came
tobein theUnited States. And it was just such avery rooted conversationthat you have as atraveler when
you aregetting to knowpeople and people are getting toknowyou. And it was just one of those things.
Malaysiais one of those places. | often say, you can put me anywherein SoutheastAsiaand I'llbe great.

Anywherein Southeast Asiafeels like avery warm hug with people whoare just lovely and beautiful. So
our experience, unfortunately, was duringthat time, it wasn't an intentional move to be there. It was, well,
since we're here, we'rejust goingto be here untilwe can figure out where else next to go. But the
experience of being there was phenomenal because the people were just absolutely beautiful. The food is.

Insane. It’s ridiculous.

Imani Bashir: Wetalk about thefood all day long. And thenwe were on the beach, so you can't faultit too
much. And then we also were not there at the height of COVID where things gotshutdown. So | don'tknow
how it shape shifted, but the time that we were there, we stillhad some whatpeople would call normalcy.
Itwas still good to us to be there, to be able to just breathe fresh air and not be confined to a space.

Yeah. Ifanybody'snot been to Malaysiaand you'reintoanything at all relating tothe culinary
scene, Malaysianeeds to be at thetippy top ofyourlist. Kuala Lumpuris one of my most favorite food
cities ontheplanet. And it's really interesting too because KL is just ethnically, it'sabout 1/3 Indian, mostly
from South India, fromKerala and Tamil Nadu, about 1/3 Chinese and then about 1/3 indigenous Malay.
And so, the culinary scenein Kuala Lumpuris just magical. | mean, it's athing of beauty. So, | go back
whenever | can and | have so much love for Malaysia. Another place that | wantto ask youaboutthatyou
have lived is Mexico. Can you talkaboutwhat brought you there, where youwere and what that experience
was like?

Imani Bashir: Mexico, | think, saved our lives because after Malaysia, my ex-husband actually got a
contractinthe Czech Republic. And atthe sametime wewere still trying tofigure out, well, whatdoes that
mean? How is this going to work? Because everythingwasn't shut down. It was almost like Covid was
literally movingfrom east to west. And so, as it was spreading, he gotthis contract. Butl'm like, we're
probably goingto need something more. And so, | ended up doing someinterviews for atravelwriting
position at apublication.And at thetimel was like, | want toactually meet themin person.Andsoll
actually gotthe opportunityto speak at Women's Travel Fest at the same time. This publication was like,
hey, wewould like to interview you in person. Was like, okay, thiscould be adouble stop.So, my ex-
husband and my son wentto the Czech Republicrightafter my son's third birthday. | thinkhe had just
turned three.

So, itwas the day after his birthday. They headed there, | headed to New York City. So, | wentthere, | met
with the ladies, | got the job, whichwas great becausein hindsight, if hadn't gotthat job, | don'tknow what
wewould have done because everythinghad shutdown. And again, my ex-husbandwas coaching football
and nothing was open. Everything was closing down. And so, in my questto tryto get to the Czech
Republic, | get to the airportand get to my layover in Amsterdam and they announce over the PA system, if
you do not haveresidency, please cometo the checkin counter. And the ladytells me, we are not going to
allow you to, to board this flight. Now mind you, I've justtold my 3-year-old, Mommy's coming. And every



time |l would FaceTime themto let them know, everyhewouldrunto the door, | have to put my shoes on
and stuff. And so, | was crushed. | was absolutely devastatedbecause I'm like, | have to get to my son. Like,
I haveto get to my son. And so,in thetimethat they went to the Czech Republic and | went to New York
City, itwas three weeks that | did not seethem. So eventually they were able to get aflight back because
obviously everything started shutting down.

We ended up meeting in London because | was like, I'm notgoingall the way back to the States. | will stay
with my brotherin Londonuntil | get to my family. And so, they flew intoLondon and thenwe came back to
the States. But | was like, | cannotstay here.We both had agreed we could not stay there. So back on
Facebook, | wentto my expatgroupsand | was like, hey, like, who's open right now? And somebody's like,
well, Mexico's open. So started doing alittle research, the sameresearch that we wouldalways do. And|
was like, we'll just go to Cancunand we'll justfeel it out. We werethere for threeyears. Mexico, Cancun,
specifically outside ofthe hotel zone, is avery family friendly and family-oriented place. Andthen we put
our sonin school and so hewentfrom notknowing any Spanish to learning Spanish at avery early age.

And wegot achance to build in community. And because, youknow, my sonwas in school building that
community for him as well. Now he'sgot friendsand now he'sgot birthday parties and pifiata, all that fun
stuff. And so, Mexico was our firstsemblance of ahome place for him because he wastoo youngto
remember Chinaand Egypt and other places. Andso this was his first grounding place of where he started
building community and where we got achanceto actually berooted in community in thatway.

Canyou talk aboutparentingin alifestyle of world travel and the impact of raising yourson
in multiple countries?

Imani Bashir: | thinkthat is probably the best example that we have givenhimto date.He's avery well-
rounded kid. He's avery outspokenkid. He could talk tojust aboutanybody. And | remember meetingkids,
likewhen wewent to places and asking them, would you want to be back? And they're like, heck no. Thisis
thebestthing ever. | would never, you know, and | never met akid that actually hated living abroad. And |
would alwaystalkto the olderones thathad lived abroad for someyears.And so, | was like, okay, just
making sure. Because one ofthe things, obviously, especially as ablack person, is like, youwant yourkids
to see themselves. That black Americanness and the history that we have and all thatis very nuanced and
very special. And so, | thought about the ways in which he wouldn't necessarily get thatin schoolor see
himselfin that way. And so, I'm happy that he had the experience of Mexico.And it was hard comingback
to the States. It was hard bringinghim to the States.

But now, like last year he was like, mom, my birthdayis in Black History Month, right? Andso, he's like, |
havethe most special month because my birthday is in Black HistoryMonth. And so nowwegetto also
teach himabout. And we have before, butnowit makes sense because he'sontheground in aplacelike
Washington D.C. where he can see a monument of Martin Luther King Jr. And he'slike, oh. Whereasin
other places you don't necessarily, necessarily seeyourown history and things of that nature. Andso, |
think travel has really done that because even his friends now, they're from all over.He's got afriend from
ElSalvador; he's got afriend that's from this place and that place. And he talks toall types of kids, but he
has a knowledge ofthings thatare culturally this or that. Andit's not an anomaly to him.He understands
whatitisthat people are different and that people speak different languages because he's gotten the
experienceto live abroad and learn different languages and speak differentlanguages.



And foryou personally, you were talking earlier about how for Malcolm X and James Baldwin
and a lot ofthese people that choseto go abroad, how that traveland living abroad really fundamentally
shaped them as people. So, for you, nowthat you've lived in Africaand Europe and Asiaand Latin America,
can you talk abouttheimpact of that and howthat has shapedyouas aperson?

Imani Bashir: Again, I've seen how we're more alike thannot when you hear different things like, oh, black
peopleareso loud. I'mlike, haveyouever heard an Arab woman? Haveyou? Youknowwhatl mean?I'm
like, l ain't never heard anythinglouder thanthat. Like, when people have justcertain things. | remember
oneof the best fried chicken spots that I've ever been to wasin aholein the wallin Egypt, in Cairo. I've
gotten achanceto really experience the opposite of whatitis that we're constantly taught about other
people. I'vegotten achanceto learn other people through them, notthrough colonialistlenses. I've gotten
achance to beright up on people and Anthony Bourdain, some stuff. | can try yourfood and | can taste your
coffee and | can have a conversationwith you about life and parenthood.

And | remember beingin Poland and Camilla's mom only speaks Polish, or both her parents only speaks
Polish. And we go into their home and they have African masks alongthe wall. And I'm like, what the heck?
And her father was a sailor for years, and he said, whenever | would goto Africa, | would stop and | would
buy masks. Well, my ex-husbandhad a collection of. Of African mask. And so, they're having these
conversations in Polish, Englishabouttravels and culture and just thingsthat you don't getwhen you don't
meet people up close and you have misconceptionsaboutpeople. And | think that'sthe biggestthing is
that | don't necessarily think | was so. Just vastlyignorant of folks, | think, in some ways. Yeah, becauseyou
don'tseeitand so you don't know. Butl was always willing tolearn and | was always willing toand have
been always willing to immerse myselfin thethingsthat | don't know and be willing to correct myselfif
ever | was, like, wrongaboutathing or aboutaculture or about aplace.

| want to also talk to youaboutyour activism. | think you are one ofthe most important
people doing political commentarytoday. | wantto encourage everybodyto followyou. We're goingto link
up your social mediahandlesin the show notes. But alot oftimes | will be going throughmy Instagram feed
and | will come across your post and | will listen to it and | will be like, thatis what | needed to hear andiit's
theway that I needed to hearit. And | think you're doing really incredible and really consistent political
activism. You're also now working with Resist, which | wantto talk about as well. Butmaybejustas alittle
bit of background in terms of your activistjourney, can you talk alittle bit abouthowyoudon'tdevelop such
a politically principled consistencyin terms of yoursupport for collective liberation, notonly for the groups
and communities that you're apart of, but your understanding of allyship and solidarity.

Imani Bashir: That started at home. My father was very big on rootingus in who itisthat we were, butalso
letting us knowthat didn't make us better than anyone else. My dad is from the projects of Elizabeth, New
Jersey. | have adifferent experience being a suburban kid, buthe would alwaystake us back to his hood,
hishome, and have us understandthat we don't need to be scared of our own people becausethey'rein
different circumstances now. | didn't live like some of my friends live, with the five-bedroomhouse and two
car garage. | wasn't living like that, but somewherein the middle and not as close to the povertyline as
many other people. And so thatrootedness of making surethat | knewwho | was, tonot separate myself
from my own people, starting there, to notlookdown on my own folks and whatever conditionsthat they
were faced with, and understandingthat it is imperative that we advocate for them to be able to unlock
whatever resources that we were able to unlock.
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And |l remember my grandfather and | having this conversationin Egyptwhere he was tellingme one ofthe
benefits of us being American, even thoughwe're black, is thatwe can move up. We can always move up in
our society. You can get adegree, you can get abetter job, you can marry up, societal wise. Butsomewhere
like here, ifyou're born to acertain family, a certain socioeconomic positioning, you staythere. Andwhen
you learn those things, youdo your hardestto advocate for the folks thatdon'tnecessarily have the
privileges that youhave. You recognize thateven ifyou have marginalized identities that in some way you
stillhave privileges.| have a college degree; | have apassport. | have adifferent socioeconomic
circumstance than somefolks.

And so, inthoseways, | know| can advocate for the poor, | can advocate for the LGBTQ+ | can advocate for
women, | can advocate for mothers, | can advocate for whomever is whatever subjugated group because
understandwhat it takes for us all to be able to have. There's so much in the world. Andyourecognize that.
Yeah, if you just trickle a little bit more down, we'd all be okay. Butyouwant us tofight for this crumb and
I'm not going to fightfor the crumb. I'm goingto fight the folks at thetopwho need to spread the wealth,
who need to give us the access to thethings thattheyare withholdingfrom everyone.

How do you balance or interweave the more confrontational aspects ofyour actual
advocacy with the tenderness and empathy and love in which your politics are so clearly grounded?

Imani Bashir: It just depends because sometimes | feel like some things need to be astraighton
conversation. Let's cut the BS and let's get straight to the point, let's have this conversation. Andthen
somethings are more educational where it's like, hey, | think it's better if | just educate you onthis thing and
maybethat'll bring you alittle bit more over this way to wantto learn more or want toground yourself or
rootyourself morein the educational part. Becausel thinkthat that's sometimes the part that's missingis
that peoplejust have their stance butthey're unwilling to educate themselves on something outside of
whatitis they know. So, | think it's reallyjusta matter of do | just want to educate somebody really quickly
ordo lwanttoyell at folks and tell them cut the BS and get outside and do yourpart. So, | think it's really
justa matter ofhow tisthat|feelin theday and what it isthat | feel is needed in the moment.

I wantto ask you aboutthe current historical momentthatwearein, aswe, you and |l are
bothin notjustthe U.S. butDC rightnowat the very moment. And we are watchingtherise of fascismin
the United States. So many different communities being targetedin so many different ways,
authoritarianism lurching on the so many different fronts. And thenthere's of course the foreign policy
stuff, thegenocidein Palestine and all sorts of other things thatare going on as well. And | think for a lot of
peopleit can feel overwhelming because there are so many fronts and so many thingsthat are happening
atthe same time, which of courseisthe point. And | wantto just ask ifyou have any tipsor advice for
peoplethat arefeeling overwhelmed by all of the things thatare happening at all of the same time now and
how we can rise to meet this historical moment, make a positive contributionin spite of feeling pulled in so
many directions and overwhelmed.

Imani Bashir: I'm overwhelmed. It is overwhelming. That's thereality of it. It is overwhelmingand it is set to
be that way to keep you frommaking any changes. And so, we get intothese silos of WherelI'm so
overwhelmed. I'mjustgoing to focuson me. That'sthe easiest go to is like I'm just so overwhelmed with
this. I justrather pacify myself withconsumerism or | just rather pacify myself with whatever the talkofthe
town and entertainmentis becausethat's so outside of methat | don't have to deal with therealities. And
forme it's likeif you're unwilling to change anything about your own circumstances, nothingwill change.
And so, | think it's a matter of, | always see myselfin asituation. | saw myselfin SandraBland, | see myself



in the Palestinian people, | see myselfin the people of Congo. | startthere. I'm amother.l could never
imagine my child having to be sent to amind to have to mine materials thatgo intomy phone or my laptop.

| could never fathomtheideaofthat. | could never fathom thatthe average age in full steam. Now | don't
know what it is to date, but where we were acouple of months ago was the average age was like 22. We
have lost generations of people. My history knows whatit is to lose generations of people. We knowwhat it
is to loseour history. We know whatit isto lose our culture and be separated fromthat. You have to pull
fromyour own. Andl thinkunfortunately what United States has donewhen it comes to social mediaand
when it comes to our cultureisthat it gives us this like carrot that it dangles in frontof us that says you can
be thenext Oprah, youcouldbethenext Beyonceifyou just do these things, ifyou justworkhard, ifyou
just whatever. So, nobody'swillingto jeopardize their crumb.

Ifl just keep on thistrack and I've had conversations with people thatarein somevery wellto do positions
at companies etc. and they have expressed to me, hey,youwould never be able to partner withabrand
with content likethat. Andhave also expressed to metheways in which they will toe thelinein their roles,
in their jobs and their day to day becausethey don't wantto jeopardizeis their thing. But what aboutthe
greater portionoftheworld? I'm amother, I'm looking at the worldthat | wantmy son tohave and hewon't
haveit. If we continueto try togatekeep our own privileges, we try to gatekeep ourown level of wealth, we
try to gatekeep. That's notwhat's going toget us better. So, | think yes, it is overwhelming. Startthere and
know that itis very much overwhelming. Butyouhaveto treat human thingsin ahuman way. Ifit's
happening toyou, ifit's happeningto yourpeople, ifit's happeningto your familyand your friends, ifit's
happeninginyourareaoftheworld, what wouldyouwant peopleto do? Wouldyouwantpeopleto go
about it by going to brunch and sippingtheir coffee and acting like youdon'texist and the problems that
you experience don't exist? Probably not.

| want to also ask you aboutlong-term activist staminaand whatyou do for emotional self-
care as we'rewatching alive stream genocidein Palestine unfold on ourphones every single day. Howdo
you emotionally manage paying attentionto the horrors of something as extreme and sadisticas a
genocide withoutbecoming completely debilitated, which | feel can oftentimes happen topeople.And I'm
seeing that happen to people. We say pay attentionto this, look how horrible thisis. Andthen people start
paying attention to it and then sometimes peoplefallinto despair.|'m curious because you show upso
consistently, itis soinspiringto me and I'm wondering if you have any tips or advice on howto do thatin
this climate.

Imani Bashir: Yeah, | think agreat part of resistance is rest. Do you drink yourwater? You take your naps?
Thereare somedayswhere |l was meantto go to arally, butl haveamigraineand | just need to liedown
and rest because also if your physical body is notin the conditionto show up forpeople, it's just not going
towork. I'mamomand | haveto ensurethat | have enoughof meto giveto my son. Andso goingto his
martial arts practices and his tournamentsand watching himride his motorbike with his bonus brothers
and being with family and checking in with my loved ones like the people who also love me. That's the only
way that we can actually do this work, isthat we have people whoactually love us and holdus and carefor
us and give us the space to scream. Ifyou ask my dad right nowhow manytimes, | call himin aday to
wherel'mjust screaming atthetop of my lungs. Itjust allowsit. And I'm like supergrown, butl just need
that moment to ventin away that | cannot do on social mediaorin apublic space.

Butthose arethewaysin which you haveto find your grounding. This is why also in movement work,
specifically black radical tradition, youdo things in groups. We have achant that we say, who keeps us



safe? Wekeep us safe. | usually am outside with an organization called Harriet'sWildest dreams herein
D.C. and oneofthethingsthat we have aslogan thatwe go togetherreally bad. We go together. We do this
together. Wewalk this walktogether. We hold each other together. Rest isimportant. Making sure thatyou
are taking care of your mental capacity isimportant. Butthat is the work. Theworkis hard. Andnothing
worth havingcomes easy. And so, whenyourecognize that and understandthetoil of ourforemothers and
our forefathers and the hard thatthey had todeal with and endure, you are willing to say, | am willing to still
putitonthelinebecauseitis worth puttingiton theline.

You are currently workingfor an organization called Resist. Can youshare alittle bit for
peoplethat have never heard of Resist, justaboutthe history ofthe organization and what they're doing
today?

Imani Bashir: For those whohaven't heard of Resist, it was founded in 1967.So, we're nearly a60-year
organization.Some of our foundingmembers were Noam Chomsky and Howard Zinn. Ifyou don't know
those names, please feel free to look them up. They're very important. Butthe core of Resist actually
started asresistance against the Vietham War. And so, whenthey mobilized and came together, they were
like, hey, what waysin which can we equip grassroots on the ground organizationswith whattheyneed to
dothefrontline work? So that's what Resistis. That's whatitis that we do. We provide ourcommunity
members across the nation with theresources needed for them to do theirwork. Andits amazing
institutionfromthe history and the legacy of who itisthat we areto how itis that we've been able to see
thework through theresources that we've been able to provide the grantfunding that we've been able to
provide. Organizations that probably more than likely wouldn't receive federal funding. And so, we standin
that gap to say we see you and we know thatyou're doing the work and we wantyouto continuetodo the
work thatyou'redoing.

Yeah. And salute to Chomsky and Howard Zinn. Did you knowthat Howard Zinn taught at
Spelman?

Imani Bashir: You know what? | did not knowthat.
And he got fired from Spelman for supporting the student activists as Spelman.
Imani Bashir: That's too good.

Yeah, if anybody does not knowNoam Chomsky and Howard Zinnwe'll lLinkthemupin the
show notes as well. Howard Zinn has written anumber of books. Probably his most famous is called A
People's History of the United States, which you should definitelyread. And. Noam Chomsky is one ofthe
most prolific writers of the last century and you should definitely dive into his work as well. Butcan you
talk about yourrole at Resist, the communications and the storytellingworkthatyou're doing there?

Imani Bashir: Yeah. So, ourgoal withthe storytellingis really to tell the story of resistance and the
organizationsthat are pushingback, thatare doing the heavy lifting. It'sfun becausewe don'thave a
hierarchical system. So, everyone's aco-director.| have another black co director, | have a Palestinian co
director, and | have aPuerto Rican co director. So, we literally all people thatrepresentthe people, right?
The peoplethat arein the most marginalized groupsthat are really aboutthe work. Andl amin community
and in work with people who really believe in whatit is that we do on a day-to-day basis. Andourradical
philanthropyis really the goal and howit is that we communicate that. We just revamped. Shoutout to
Kathy, who was the prior co-director of communications, but we got anew logoand we've gotanew look.
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Andthegoalisto just modernizethe work thatwe've been doingfor these nearly 60 years and to really
communicate theimportance of thefight to stand up against these oppressive systems. Communicating
thatthroughour website, communicating thatthroughoursocial media and finding otheravenues. We just
recently had acommunity eventwith our board members, with our grantees in Boston. It was absolutely
amazing. Just communing withpeopleinreal time, in areal way. And so those things aregoingto be
actually put on social media soon for peopleto see how itisthat we were ableto cometogether.

If people would like to learnmore and maybe get involved in some way or donate to Resist or
support their work, howcan they learn more?

Imani Bashir: Yeah, absolutely. Youall can go to resist.orgifyou want tolearn the history. Youcan go to
resist.org/history. Our donate tabs are everywhere, so please feel free to donate. We thrive off of small
donations. We are theinstitution that thrives off of the person that's donating $5 amonth or$10 a month.
We have donors thatactually bequeath to us and putitin their wills that theywanta portion of their money
togotousupon their death. Andso those are ways in which we get funding so we do notget those billion-
dollar benefactors and all that. We get the moneyfrom the people who really believe in the work.

Atthis pointinyour life, can youtalk about how you intertwine your travel and your activism
and how thosetwo things are so interconnected?

Imani Bashir: | knowthat travel is activism because thereis alayer of education that | find that they don't
want you to know about others. And| thinkthat was the brilliance of Anthony Bourdain is because he
broughtahumannesstogroups of people that were traditionally third world or othered in some way. And
so, themastery of whatitisthat weget achanceto do as travelersis really communicate whothe people
are. Unfortunately, | thinkthat travel content has shifted more into where to eat, where to play, where to
stay. Andit's lost the human aspect of who are these people. Andl remember goingto Fijiin Januaryand |
wasjust floored. And my want to goto Fijiwas as aresult of going to Hawaiiand goingto Fespac.And | had
no idea that Fijians were black. | had zero idea that Fijians were.

Andwhen | say black, | mean from an American perspective, if we would call them culturally, you know,
racially black. And they're black people and the women wear afros and they are beautiful. They look like
probably thefirstpeople thatever existed onearth. Andl learned thenthat like, yeah, | can show youwhere
| stayed and | can show you all of that, butl can communicate the culture ofthe peoplein and ofiitself. And
that will make you wantto come here. How tightknit they are at as community, howin thevillages, it's not
awholebunch ofaccessto Internet and all the other things, buttheyhave pointed outevery single aspect
of atreethat can either beturned into medicine, food or shelter.

And how itis that they communally cometogetherand how they singand how they dance and how the
food, oh God, thefood is amazing. And that'sthe way thatl try to use my travelsto communicate whoare
the people? Because the people arethe destination. And howdo the people makeitto whereyou really
wantto seethis place and cometo this place? Because if we continue to forget about the peoplein these
destinations, we ain't goingto have many places to go to,to be honestwith you, becausethey're all going
to look exactly the same. Carbon copies, McDonald's and Starbucks and, and all of these westernized
things. Andit's goingto be almostpointless to goto these areas if we continuously overlook the culture.
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| also want to ask you aboutraising activist kids. Can you share how oldyour sonisnowand
how you aretalkingto him aboutwhat's going onin Palestine and some ofthese other issues at his age?
How areyou communicating thatto him?

Imani Bashir: It's interestingbecause with me, | feel like | was getting these things at such an early age. But
for him, | was very reluctant because part of it was there's an innocence that's stripped from black children
atvery early ages. Research has often shown that black children are often looked at as older, specifically
black boys, prior tothe age of like 10. And so, you'll seeitin things in the news where they'll call ateenager.
Mr. And you're like, wait, that's justakid, that's ababy. Partof me has wanted to keep alevel ofinnocence
with himwherethethings that he loves he loves Roblox and he loves his motorbike. And dependingon
what day itis, he might likethe color blue, he might like the color green. And then also recognizingthat
there's alevel safety of him understandingthe world around him. So, I've taken himtorallies for Falasteen
and we'vechanted and we've held up our flag. Andl've also showed him pictures and things to show him
thatthereare somereally bad peoplein theworldthat subjugate people, and wedon'tdo that.

We support people and we love them and we fight for them. Andl've showed him pictures of me at rallies
oratmarches or on the bullhom and things of that nature. Andso, I've unrolled these things as | feel likel
need to, especially with being in D.C. nowwith this occupation of the military. We've had conversations,
butldon't lead the conversations. | kind of ask him aquestion and | kind of see where his mind is and what
he understands and whathe doesn't understand. And | remember lastyear | was achaperone for one of
hisfield trips, and one of his best friends is from El Salvador. And | remember wewerein thelineand we
were aboutto getonthebus, and he says, now that Trumpis in office, | think I'm going tohave to move. And
so, we had to sit down and we had to have a conversation about immigration,and wehad to have a
conversationaboutwhat it meansto be undocumented and whythat's not abad thing. And why some
people need to migrate to places and what that means and all of that.

And so, wehad those conversations especially because is with the type of school,and I'm goingto bea
little bit vague here, butwith thetype of school that hegoes to, the threat of ice, especially wherewe are,
and so having to have those conversations as well, and even the conversations of what he'ssupposed to
doif he's ever encountered with police or someone who presents themselves as such. So, there's alot of
layers, unfortunately, butalso fortunately because | think it just prepares him and in away that, like | said,
unfortunately, | thinkchildren shouldn'tnecessarily have to at this stage. Butalso, thereis alevel
awareness that he hasto have because ofthe level of threat that exists out there. So, it's just that
balancing act of trying to figure outwhat makes sense and when it's appropriate to have that conversation
and then also in themomentsto allowhimto be akid and to do kid things and to live and laugh and befull
of joy.

So, doyou haveany tipsin general for parentswho are thinkingabout this and wantingto
raise their kids in a way that is ensuring that they're socially conscious and aware of the things that are
going on and they'retryingto navigate those dynamics thatyoumentioned? Because somefolks, | mean, |
think, you know, to yourfirst point, your first inclination is | want my kid to be sheltered from all this. | don't
wantthemto, to know about it. | wantthemto justlivein innocence and joy and things because they
deservethat becausethey'reakid. Andthen there's, well, theyare akid that lives in thisworldand they're
going to growup and be an adultinthis world and | wantto make surethey havetheright values. So do you
have any tipsjust for parents, | guess at different age groupsmaybe. And as they're thinkingaboutthelong-



term parenting project of raising their kids, on how toraise socially conscious kids and maybe even
reflecting back on, on how youwere raised?

Imani Bashir: | thinkthereality is youcan want to shelter yourkids, butat some point, as my mother would
say, thetruthis goingto smack themin theface. So, would you rather them get thateducationathome or
that education on the street? And so, for me, that's something that | had to reckon withis that| can't
bubblethis kid from the realitythat he will face eventually, whether that's from the police or whether that's
because he's black or whatever that means. And so thatwas thereality that me and his dad had to say,
well, wegotto tell himthesethings because he needsto knowhow itis that people see himversus maybe
how he sees theworld. | think also in really instructingyour kids tounderstand that, like, they're not better
than anyone, onethingthatyourealize with kids is they likethe basic things, and then it'll be the silliest
things that divide them.

You don't haveto havethe new shoes,oryoudon't havethis, and you don't have that. So even explaining
some of those things tomy son,wedo things together. Like, we'll goand donate clothes, and | will put
themtogether intentionally. AndI'm like, okay,youpullsomethings out. Let's get sometoys. You haven't
used thesetoysin awhile. Around Christmas time. And | don'teven celebrate Christmas, but around
Christmastime, we do it every year, and we've doneit since he was in Mexico. We will take whatever toys
that he's not using. Nothingthat's broken, butsomethingthatit can kid can still play with. And we're saying
thisishow weget our blessings, is that we bless others. Because there may not be akid that has what you
have, or their parents may not have alot of money to be able to get them something. And maybe thiswill
make them smilejust like it made you smile before.

And so, | thinkit's really a matter of bringing it to akitty level. Itdoesn'tnecessarily have to be all mayhem,
butit can be at a level wherethey understandthatthereality is, yes, there are people outthere thatharm
kids. And so, you can decipher, as aparent what level ofthat harmyouwant tobe able to exchange with
your child at whatever agethat they're at. Butexplainto them thatthatis areal thing. And also explain to
themthatwedo livein a world thattries to divide us, but we love people thatlove us, and we treat people
well, and we treat people with respect and decency, nomatter what.

| also want to ask your advicefor travelers and howwe, as worldtravelers, can developa
socially conscious travel lens and how we can do a better job of standing in solidarity with marginalized
and oppressed communities around the world.

Imani Bashir: The sameway we will educate ourselves on the weather so that we can figure out how to
pack is the same way that you should, at least on abasic level, educate yourself on the economic side of
where people are, to beintentionalabouthowyouspend yourdollars. So, in this particular place, do | want
to stay ataresort or can | stay at maybe like amom and pop, or should | give my money tothis high-end
restaurant that'sbeen all over TikTokor can | go to maybe aholein the wall that's owned by this particular
family that might need that $10from the meal that I'm spending? So, | thinkit's really a matter of
intentionality about how itisthat weapproachit.

And | remember doing avideo which cycles its way because | think | used the hashtag for daddyto say
December. And | was explaining to people this was maybe like twoyears ago that Ghana was going through
an economic crisis. And | was like, | understand that you all may want togo to Detty December and get
your kicks, butunderstand that duringthe economic crisis that people are literally fightingtooth and nail to
survive. Andl remember so many people saying,|I'm goingon vacation.| don't careaboutnone ofthat. And



I'mlike, theissue with that becomes then yoursafety because now you're coming over there with U.S.
dollars.

And becauseyou don't care about that, you're notaware of the potentialharms thatyou're bringing,
number one, becauseyou're not supportingthe local community. And then also the vulnerabilities of
peoplewho arereally in need right now. And when people arein need ofthings, they willfind away to get
thosethings.And so that's wherel'm like,youhaveto be present withknowing how to really show upfor
peoplein away. Our U.S. dollars unfortunately areimpactfulin many places around the world. So, figure
outaway to better utilize them and also communicate that toother people whoare looking to do the
things thatyou're doing.

And for black women, or Muslim womenin particular, who might be at the earlier stage of
their travel journey, what specific tips would you have for them?

Imani Bashir: Don'tlisten toanything where people are like, here are the safest places for black women.
Here are the safest places for Muslim women. That stuffis all subjective. | have had situations where Italy
is always on people's hit list. 've neverhad aterrible timein Italy. | hate to say that, but like, |'ve never had
the experience where some people are like, they didn't speak to me at arestaurantand I've alwaysended
upin Italy by myselfon asolo situation. Andl've been to, at least at this point, nine cities in Italy and have
justnever had that experience.

So, ldon'tdo thetype ofcontentwherel tell people thisis the best places to go in Italy because | may have
had a great time, but youmay get pickpocketed there. So don't listen to those blanket things thatarevery
subjectiveto one person's personal experience. | thinkalso just be very aware there are certain things that
evenintheStates, Idon'tdo. | don'tgo places by myself after acertain timein the States, | ain't doing it
abroad. That's just my rule ofthumb. I'm not going tono bar. And then also arule ofthumb because, you
know, we have this situation where ablack woman that's from the D.C. areawas recently beaten upin
Tunisia. She says that she was kidnapped and she was able to make it back home.

One ofthethingsthatl do notdo as aprecautionary measurein thetimes that I'vetraveled isthatifI'm
going somewhere solo, | do not stayin the same accommodations for more than three days. Theywill only
have me for three days, and then I'm movingto another accommodations. Because people will get
accustomed to seeing you go in and outof places by yourself, and they willbelieve youto be by yourself no
matter ifyou wear the fake wedding ring. People do that no matter what itis that you do. They willlook at
your patterns and theywill seethat youare alone. So never let people number one know thatyou're alone.
Changeyour accommodations ifyou need to, and always ensure that at least somebody knows your
location, whether athome or wherever itis that you are. Butsafety isone ofthosethings thatarevery
subjective. And | alwaysjust say, justbe aware of your surroundings.

Imani, let me ask you one more question, and thenwe'll wrap this upand moveinto 7he
Lightning Round. At this pointin yourjourney, whyareyou so passionate about continuingto travel? What
doestravel meantoyoutoday?

Imani Bashir: Oh, it means education. You never stop learning. One of the things that is an Islamic
principle that we were taughtaboutthe prophetMuhammad, Sallallahu alaihi wasallam. was that one of
his first commandments was ikra, read, right? And | think people bypassthat.Even in the Islamic tradition,
peoplewho consider themselves Muslim. Islamic traditionteaches us to seek knowledge fromthe cradle



tothegrave. Aslongasyou arehereon this earth,youhave amoment and moments to be educated on.
Something that you did not know. And travelgives me that. | always go somewhere and I'm like, | did not
know that.

And | likethatfeeling of not being the smartestperson in theroom. Give me something that| did not know,
sothen | can now educate somebody else on. Andsomethingelse that we believe in the Islamic tradition
is thatonceyou've passed, it'sthe things thatyoutaughtpeoplethatare goingto help you in the afterlife
and. And help you get on the journey of where it is that you ultimately wantto go in the afterlife. And like|
said, it's Islamic tradition. Noteverybody believes that, butl do.And | hopethat. Thatifthat does exist for
me, that whatever itis that | was able to educate people from through the education that | receive, thatthat
will help mein the next life.

Well, I think thatis the perfect place to end the main portion of this interview. And at this
point, Imani, areyou readyto moveinto 7heLightning Round.?

Imani Bashir: I'mready.
Let'sdoit. Allright. Whatis one book thatyouwould recommend that people should read?
Imani Bashir: The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho.

Allright,whois one person currently alive today that you've never met thatyou'd mostlove
to havedinner with?

Imani Bashir: Goodness.
Justyou and that person for an evening of dinner and conversation?

Imani Bashir: | would haveto choose Solange Knowles, Beyonce's sister. Sheis someone| just want to get
inside her mind because she's so much moreradical that | think people see and very artsy withit. And |
would lovetojust have aconversationhere and she was also born in 86, so she'samillennial. So, | was
like, | getit. | get it, sis. But I wouldlove to just have asit down with her and just chat it up about all the
things.

Allright. Knowing everythingthatyouknow now, ifyou couldgo back in timeand giveone
piece of adviceto your 18-year-old self, what would you say to 18-year-old Imani, Slow down.

Imani Bashir: Theworld's going tocatch up.So, you don't have to rushthroughthethings. You don't have
toknow who you are. Itis okay to notunderstand the things thatyoudon'tunderstandright now. Take your
time. So, itis okay that in this time that youtakeyour timeand youreallyget rooted in whoitis thatyouare
and become comfortable with that person.

Allright. Ofall the places that you've nowtraveled, whatare three of your favorite
destinations you would mostrecommend, other People should definitely check out?

Imani Bashir: | would have to say Fiji. Aftergoingin January, thatexperience was, Fijiis literally awarm
hug. Itis literallyawarm hug from the sunkissingyouon your forehead to all of the greenery, to the people,
tothefood. It'stop tier. It'sfar, butit's worth the trip. Second would be, | would say Thailandand just the
people. Beforel've ever got to Malaysia, | went to Thailand, and every single timel would go, the people
werejust. It'sjustindescribable howkind they are. And again, you've got the weather, yougotthefood, but



thepeople, for me, is probablywhatmade the travel destination the best. Andthen number three, | would
say Johannesburg, South Africa.

Givesome loveto Joburg.l endorse that. What did youlove about Johannesburg?

Imani Bashir: It was just black and beautiful and creative. | wentto Soweto. | went to Maboneng,. | even
went to an area called Santon, which is like an upscale area. Johannesburghas left an impression onme.
Andthen obviously, with learningaboutthe apartheid and just seeing the correlation between Jim Crow
and all theways in which we are so connected to South African people. And then, like | said again, the
culture ofthe peopleisjust. It's by far one of the most beautiful places on the planet.

It's amazing. Yeah, totally endorsed Johannesburg. All right, Imani, last question. What are
your top three bucket listdestinations, places you have not yet been highest onyour list. You'd most love to
see.

Imani Bashir: Brazil, specifically Salvador. | wantto get there. | haveto get there.l've been wanting togo for
avery long time. Numbertwo, | wouldlove to go to Monaco. That justhas nothing to do with nothing. It's
just exorbitantluxury that | just wantto seein real time. | just want to see what thatlooks like whenyou
have a level of wealth that it's like, whatever. And then three. So,|'ve wantedto go to Senegal, butnot just
thedestination. I've wanted tosurfin Senegal. So, | actually got my first surflessonin Hawaiiin the place.
Andthen prior to that, | had learned about Senegal beingthis hub for surfers, and people don't look at it
that way that don'tknowthatare not culturally, like, tapped into surf culture. Butl would wantto gothere
to surfand eat and commune and all thethings.

| willtell you this, Imani.So, Dakar, Senegal, is one of my favorite cities in theworld. I've
been threetimes for a month each. So, I've spent three months in Dakar, and it is right on the ocean, asyou
said. Andyou get the sunsetevery night over the ocean. Andso, what | would doin structuringmy daysis|
would plan to do whatever work | haveto do and thenbe at the beach for sunset. Because not only doyou
getthe beautiful sunset and have a cocktail or whatever, but asyoujust said, all of the Senegalese surfers
come out at the sunset hour.And so, you're watchingthe surfer’s surf as the sunset goes down over the
beach.

Imani Bashir: Wow.

And|woulddo it every single day, like whatever else was happeningin my day. “Oh, yeah, |
can meetyou here, wecan do that, in the nightwe'll do this...” But that sunset hour, | would justblock, and
Iwould just bethereevery day.

Imani Bashir: That's awesome.

It'samazing. You gotto go. Andl thinkthe other picks are really good ones, too.| spent about
amonth in Salvador in December 2023.1 keep going back to Brazil. Itis just such an amazing place. And
Monaco is an interesting pick, too.| actually did aday trip to Monaco. The less expensive way to do
Monacois to stay in Nice and then just go for the day and spend the day in Monaco and thengo back and
stay in Nice as opposed to stayingovernightin Monaco. And you can go for the day and stayinto the
evening. And, you know, that's where they have, like, the Grand Casino, you know, in Monte Carlo, which
has all the Bugattis parked outside. And, | mean, it's completely over the top and an absolutely fascinating
place to see. So, | think thatis areally good pick as well. All right, Imani, at this point, | want youto let folks



know how they can find you, follow you on social media. How would youlike peopleto comeinto your
world?

Imani Bashir: I'm literally onevery platform @ She/s/maniB. That's YouTube, that's Instagram, TikTok,
Threads. You can find me on every platform @ She/s/maniB. | don't write as much as | used to, and that's
obviouslyjust the way that mypolitics in theindustry justdon't often align. So, | do my storytelling via
social media and my open platforms. | do have asubstack, and you can find methere at ImaniB. And, yeah,
that's pretty much it. That's my world. As transparent, as open and honestas | can be on there. So you'll
learn a little bit about me on the social media platforms.

Well, you are one of my favorite, and | thinkone of the mostimportant, people for folks to
follow on social media. So, all of that isgoing tobe linked up in the show notes. Folkscan justgoto one
place at themverickshow.comgo to the show notes for thisepisode. Thereyou'll find all the ways tofind
and follow Imani, howto check out her writing, how tolearn more about Resist and how you can get
involved and donate there, as well as direct links to everything else that we have discussed. Imani, this
was amazing. Thank you so much for coming onthe show.

Imani Bashir: Thank you so much, Matt, for theinvite. | really appreciateit.

Allright,goodnight, everybody.
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