Myguest todayis Ranika Koneru. Sheis a location-independententrepreneur and the
founder of Cloud Connections, anichetravel companythat enables digital nomads to experience the
world's mostepic cultural festivals, ranging from Carnival in Rio to Loy Krathong in Thailand, to the Holi
Festival in India. Cloud Connectionsenable digital nomads to immerse themselves in vibrant local
experiences. learn the history and cultural significance of each event and directly participate in some of
theworld's mostlegendary culturalfestivals. Originally from Texas, she has been afull-time digital nomad
with no basefor over three years and has now been to over 50 countries.

Ranika, welcometo the show.
Ranika Koneru: Hey, hey!

Let'sjust start off by setting the scene and talking about where we are recording from today.
Unfortunately, we are not in person, but we have agreed to make this avirtual wine night. So, let's also talk
about what we aredrinking. | am actuallyin the Blue Ridge Mountains of Asheville, North Carolinaon the
East Coast ofthe United States today. And | have just opened abottle of Malbec from Cahors, France. So,
I'm going to bedrinking throughthatduring this interview, but where are you, Ranika, and what are you
drinking?

Ranika Koneru: Well, | am sharing amountainousbackgroundjust like you. However, | am on the other
side of theworld in Bansko, Bulgaria, whichis acouple of hours away from the capital, Sofia.

And I'm here for the Digital Nomad Festival, Bansko Fest. Which has been amazing so far. Second time
back and I'm currently drinking a Cabernet Sauvignonand it is from Bulgaria, and Bulgariahas an amazing
wineregion.

Itis a lot of peoplein the United States are not familiar with Bulgarian wines and | don't know
them intimately, but Bulgarian is definitely a major wine-producing country.

Andwhen | was there last year when you and I met. Atthe Nomad Fest last year, | was using one of my all-
timefavorite digital nomad apps thatison myphone, it's called Vivino. And what| love about this app is
you can wind up in any countryin the world whereyou know nothing at all about the wines.

Like just drop me in Bulgaria.l don't know about Bulgarian wines. What the app allowsyou to do isyou just
go into a store, and you just open up the camera feature on this app, and you can literally take a picture of
any label of any bottle of wine, and it will pullup in the app what thatwineis.

It'll tellyou thegrapesthat arein thewine and thetasting notes and all this stuff. Andthen it willgive you
how manypeople havereviewed the wine and how many stars on afive-star scalethat wine currentlyhas,
and it will tell you the average priceforthat bottlein astore. And so, this provides so much valueto me
because one, | can see which wines are actually going to be good, which ones have thereally high star
ratings.

And number two, whenyou understand what the average bottle priceis in the store, you can go into
restaurants, for example, right? And you can be like, let me take a look at the wines on this list and see
which onelwant. And sometimes you can assess value, right? Because obviously restaurant wines are of
course more expensivethan the samebottle would bein the store.
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Butis there a two times markup? Is there afive times markup? Which ones are you getting better value for?
And so, for me, it's been a quintessential app ifyou like to travel around the worldand drink wines and
especiallytry wines that you know nothingabout, whichwas the case for mewhen | was in Bulgariaand |
was able to use it to find somereally good Bulgarian wines.

But let's talk a little bit about your experience. At the Bansko Nomad Fest. | was there last year. | delivered
a keynote address at the Nomad Fest last year. You and | met, we hung out and this year you went back,
and you delivered a keynote address at the Nomad Fest. Can you share a little bit about what led up to that
experience? Whydid you want to do it and then how did it go? Because you just did it today.

Ranika Koneru: | know, and | survived. It's so cool because something thatl heard from your interview with
Matthias, who's the founder of the Bansko Nomad Fest here, he was somebodythat wanted to encourage
first-time speakers to come onto the stage.

So, there was a process for interviewing earlier, | would say back in around the March, or April timeframe,
and | decided whynot? Tryand it led to this, and it led to creating a presentation and getting over a lot of the
limiting beliefs and fears and realizing that | was able to accomplish somethingthatalot of people,
including myselffoundreally scaryand yes, there's a lot of butterflies that were in my stomach, but it was
amazing.

So, what was your process for preparing for this? So, this was your first time getting on stage
in front of a large group and delivering akeynote address in front of an audience. And that is widely
regarded as the number onefear. That most human beings have. Andso for you, whenyou set out to say; |
want to set a goal and | want to deliver a keynote address on a stage in front of an audience, and that was
something thatwas importantto you and you set out to do it, can you talk a little bit about once you applied
and you got the opportunity, what was your preparationfor thatlike, and then how did it feel once you
finallyfinished it?

Ranika Koneru: Well, as far as preparation, | just realized | have so much valuable content and information
to share with the, notjustthe nomad community, but like people thatare trying to become or blossoming
entrepreneurs and think skills thatl've learned over the years.

So, | justrealized creating that presentation and feel, is thistoo much, is every slide okay, is it just going to
be too wordy and realizing that it's okayifit's not wordy, will | remember all the different queues. So, all
thesedifferent things and elements that you have to realize before goingin, especially as a new speaker, as
somebodynew into this, that hasn't had this sort of exposure before, and then beingable to practice being
ableto share with friends, | think was really key and having people support you that come outto your
keynote.

And I think having some ofthe familiar faces in the crowd just made things alittle bit easier. And one ofthe
things too, that the MC and thetech people have shared, it's like, okay, well, remember this is a community
of people and they'rehereto supportyou and you're going to do great.

Yeah, | think that'sgreat. Right. Beingableto getinto a speaking opportunityin an
environment where you know you will have a supportive audience and you know you willhave friends there
andthen doing the prep work you took this seriously. And|l knowthatbecauseyou and | were talking during
the courseyou were preparing to give this talk, right? In terms of how much effortyou putinto preparinga



talk and then getting people's feedback on it and then rehearsing it and you know really takin g it seriously to
tryto deliver that value and then going up and doingit.

And now you'll review the video, and you'll take notes on how that went. And then when yougive your next
talk, you know, you'll get your feedback and then implement thatinto your nexttalk and keep going. So
yeah, | think that's awesome. | think that'sreally cool. And I'm so glad thatyou had thatexperience today at
this event, and I thinkit'll lead to lots of other things. So that's amazing.

Ranika, | want to go back through now alittle bit and give folks your backstoryand start there and then get
into how your travel journey and your entrepreneurial journey and everything else evolved.

But let's start at the very beginning. Can you talk alittle bit about your cultural heritage? Where your
parents are from, and then where you grew up.

Ranika Koneru: So, | have a South Indian background. My parents moved to the States from India. So, my
mom came over in the 80s when she got married to my dad. And then mydad actually came overin the
1960sto rural Indiana.

There weren't a lot of Indians at all at that time. And so, it was reallyinteresting and difficult becausejust
the education and the knowledge of this culture, especiallyin the sixties was super confusing and |
remember him sharing it like, “Oh, Indiana”. And when he was back in India, | was like, oh, is Indianawhere
all theIndians go to America?

AndI'mglad | did not grow up there because|I'm very much asun chaser. And I've heard that it can get to
negative 30 degrees. So, | can'timagine growing up in Indiana, especially,

You know, l was just out in Indiana about amonth ago and | interviewed our mutual friend,
Nora Dunn in Indianapolis. And so, for folks that are interested in that, we actuallydo chat about
Indianapolis,anditis actuallyavery cool city.

There's a lot of very cool stuff aboutit, but yes, in the wintertime, by goodness, does it get cold Ranika? So,
talk a little bit about where you were born and where you grew up.

Ranika Koneru: So, mydad decided to join the air force and the military. So, | was actuallyborn at Air
Force Base, which is basicallywhere the president flies into or other diplomats.

So, I feel like it's such acool place to be born. It's technically the nation’sCapital. And thenfrom there, my
dad moved around with the military. He found away though, to stayin San Antonio. So, we moved there
when | wasfive and | basically stayed there untill headed out to college.

And how was your experience growingup in Texas? What was it like culturally for you? Was
there much of an Indian community there?

Ranika Koneru: So, because mymomjust, cameto Indiafromwhen shewasin her 20s. Shevery much
wanted to connect with the Indian community, especiallythe communitythatwas able to speak her
language, which is Telugu. And so, | feel like she found all the Indians there that could do that.

So, | would be ableto hang out with some oftheir daughters and they all went to different schools and
were in different neighborhoods. Andeverything in the U Sfor public schoolis zoned by where you live. So,
growing up, going to public schoolfor apart of it, | was the only Indian personthere, and it was difficult
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becausel was unsure about myselfand myidentitybecausein Texas, itis similar or close to the border of
Mexico.

There's a lot of Hispanic peoplethere. And so oftentimes | would get confused with thatbeing Hispanic.
Andljustdidn'tunderstand wholwas orwhat | was. Andl don't feel like there was enough education, even
intheearly nineties or maybe mid to late nineties, Indian culture, it's so much more popularized these
days, butitwas a bit ofa struggle for me and growing upand not realizing that | was even Asian.

How did that evolve as you got older? How did your Indian cultural heritage and maybe what
was practiced at the home with your parents and stuff like that, howdid you sort of navigate through that
and whatis your relationship now, for example, withyourIndianidentity?

Ranika Koneru: | think | definitely struggled during my childhood and growing up time. | feel like | didn't
have a lot of friends and somefriends that | would bring over to my place, just never wanted to co me back
again becausethey were saying, oh, it smelled like curry. It was just so intense. | definitelywas not that
popularkid on the block byanymeans.

And it's difficult growing upin an area where you're the onlyIndian personin yourschoolorinyour place.
And I mean, yes, | did. See other Indians, thanks to mymom and the friends there. But | definitely did
struggle withalot of my confidence and feeling | wasn't worthy and feeling these other people were better
than me.

And [ felt very much an odd person out, but | did have one good friend that was in middle school and her
parents were ableto host alot of exchange students. And so, there's people from Japan and Germanyand
Israel that she hosted. And I think havingthat exposure from early on just made me realize and understand
alot moreaboutthediversity.

And so, it helped to shape my love for travel and being able to realize that thereis a bigger world out there
and just something alittle bit more than this one small communitywithinSan Antonio. Andso, it was just
opening up myeyes there.

And how did your world travels begin? Can you sort of take us on that journey?
I know you studied abroad in college, maybe share a little bit about that and whattheimpact was on you.

Ranika Koneru: Sure. Well, | mean, I'd sayfirst off at six months, | got a passportto go to India. So, a lot of
my time when | was little was actually over there. | mean, that just felt so normal to me. But thenin college,
| was ableto goto go to Spain at 19. And it was just so shaping to live and breathe and understand different
cultures andto actually get better at Spanish because Texas, becauseit's so close to Mexico, you always
get Spanish lessons,but youdon'treallyusethat. And beingin acountrywhere you have to speak Spanish
becauseyou're Spanish even if it's basic is better than their English really pushes you out of your comfort
zoneto justtalk to people. And of course, it's such awine-lovingculture that it was so easyto get into the
wine. Well, | think back then | was more into sangria.

Putthefruitsinthereandit was just nice because there was a Rasmus, there was alot of Valencia actually
had a lot of student populationthat we're all trying to learn and be there for Spanish. And just, | thoughtthe
program | went with was just amazing. And then, it was the third largest city. So not being in Madrid, not
beingin Barcelona, you weren't around a lot oftourists, and so you werereally having an enriching



experience. Becauseit was still abig city, butit didn't have theinternational draw, so it was alot more
local.

And then after you studied abroad in Spain, you got the opportunity to do an internship in
Beijing, China. Which is incredibly, culturally different from either Spain, India or the United States. Can you
talk about what thatexperience was like for you when you got there?

Ranika Koneru: | think that was really the turning point of where | felt like | was growing up because | was
19 and had that rich cultural experience in Spain. But then when | wentto Beijing, | was meeting people
who were 23, and 24, which is wild to think now that that felt so old to me back then. And | was learning
these people were from England, Scotland, and people from Singapore and just really being immersed or
like in France, Wales.

Itwas so cool. Atthat time, | remember there was only ahandful of Americans and it was mostlywith this
program | did. And it was just super cool how much| learned and | grew from them and it ju st really
advanced mein so manytremendous ways. And | just felt really luckyto have been part of that experience.

That's amazing. And then yougot to spend time in Korea as well, right?
Ranika Koneru: Yeah. | loved Korea.

| loved Koreatoo. | went and | was in Seoul for about five weeks. | went down to Busan for
aboutalong weekend, went up to the DMZ, to the border with North Korea, which was super politically
fascinating to go and see that, mygoodness, but what were your thoughts on Korea? How was thatfor you?

Ranika Koneru: So, | was studying management information systems ablend between software meets
business. So, it was more of a technology class, which Seoul and the rest of Korea are just really eons
ahead of theworld. So, it was great to see that we got to go to the different companies, Samsung and LG,
and see their facilities and have the Korean hospitality shown to us, which they are such lovely people,
especiallylike they love guests, and they love hosting. And thengoing to the DMZ was really fun.

I remember just being alittle sillyand just trying to put myfoot over theline. And theywere saying that it
would bein high consequences, butl reallygot more of a scowl and, but it was intense, and it was
interesting too, becausethey do place such a predominance on height and to be part of the military or the
forces there, the guys had to be over the certain height. And just to show credibility.

So, after you spenttimein East Asia and you had your experiencein China, you had your
experiencein Korea, all that, when you were coming back to Texas, did you experiencereverse culture
shock?

Ranika Koneru: Oh, it was so sad because | was going back to Texas and then | was going back to
Tallahasseefor schooland | just had these amazing experiences and | was 19 and | remember I'm like, oh,
great. Now I'mabout to turn 20 and | can't have sangriaanymore. And | feel like | was just missing being
around theseincredible people where| was learning and growing so muchmore duringthat timeframe.
Then | feel like it is several years of being at my universityin the US or, or back in Texas.

So, I want to talk to you then from that, once you got ataste of it and you were totally
enamored and enthralled and invigorated by the travel experiences and the cultural immersion and all of



that kind of stuff, and you loved it. Youwanted to do that. [t was a little while between thattime. Andyou
actuallybecoming afull-time digital nomad and traveling the world with nobase and all that kind of stuff.

Canyou talk a little bit about that journey and the transition and how you eventually were ableto become a
full-time nomad with nobase?

Ranika Koneru: Yeah, so | remember theyear after | had a really coolinternship backin the nation's capital
with the FBI. Had to do atop-secret clearance, and, felt like | was a big deal during that, but it was cool, but
itjust didn'tfeel enriching, and I knew that | always did want to travel, and | have done trips throughout the
past, butthe USis notoriouslyfor the lack of vacation time.

And so every time | would go and tryto save all my time and energy and moneyto be ableto take trips, |
was able to do Kilimanjaro, climb that when | went to Tanzania, | would say the perfect recipe to an
amazing trip is having that bit of adventure, doing somethingmonumental, like Kilimanjaro, and then we did
a safariand then relax at the beach in Zanzibar.

So, it's like a, a three-step method. So, like these little, like little trips along the way, | remember on my27th
birthday, | got laid off from a startup. And so, | decided to just book a one-wayticket to Panama City in
Panama, and then went downto the San Blas by a boat and then cameto Columbiaandthen did fourand a
half months throughout South America. So, I'm like, okay, how do | repeat this? This.

| like your style, Ranika. | actually just summited Kilimanjaro over this past year. | spent about
seven months on the continent over the last year, one of which was in Tanzania, and we summited
Achilles. So that was areally amazing but also intense experience. And whatwas your experience like?

Ranika Koneru: | remember getting there as a hassle. | remember we missed our flights. And we were like,
oh my gosh, are we going to make it? And theywere kind enough to let us start after. Despacito was my
song. That's when it just came out. It was so much fun. There was like a group of Spanish people.

So, | was like, oh, | get to practice my Spanish again with these guys that were like hanging out. And it was a
seven-daytrek. | did the Machame trek. And it was so cool to see all the different changes in the vegetation
and thelandscape. And | remember on summit day. It was so hard waking up at midnightbeing freezing
cold, just taking step after step.

I don'tknow howlongl couldkeep this up, butit's just one step in front ofthe other. | might pass o utright
here. We'll see. And just like that summit push. Butl remember the stars were so clear. It was insanely
beautiful, frigid, butbeautiful. Andwhen the sun started rising, we saw Mars so brightand it was like, oh,
what's ared star?

I'mlike, “Oh, that's Mars”. “What? It'sso clear from here”. And that to this dayis stillone of the best,
reddest sunrises |'ve ever seen. And we got therejust as it was rising. At thetop.

That'sincredible. Yeah. | did apodcast episode where | interviewed Tammer Abiyu who
summited with me. Hewas a guy | was traveling with at the time, and we summited together.

And then afterward we debriefed it on the podcast and talked about it. And it was truly an incredibly unigue
and spectacular experience, but that summit day or summit night, however, you want to callit is incredibly
intensewhileyou're init, butitis so amazingly rewarding. And then after you've doneit and you've
summited Kilimanjaro; it really feels like an incredible accomplishment.
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Ranika Koneru: Yeah, oh mygosh. | lost both of mytoenails though on the way down because myboots
were just a little too small and then like okay, but the scree skiing you go five and a halfdays up, andthen
it's all of a sudden one and ahalfdays down. I'm like what?

So, let's talk a little bit about your nomad journey.

You have been going three-plus years now with no base, traveling around the world, living your best life.
Canyou talk a little bit about sometips that you have for sustaining this lifestyle over the long term in away
thatis exciting and joyful and fulfilling?

Ranika Koneru: Sustaining it, | feel it can be difficult for some people becauseit's hard to get into a routine.

But somethingthatl doin every single placeis that usually, | have in the past tried to get thereon the
weekends and like then get everything kind of set up for Monday, but now | have more of that time freedom.
So usuallyalot of places, unfortunately, close things onSunday. | usually Google research everything
where |I'm staying and like where the gyms are and finding ways to get into routine, where's the coworking,
where's the coffee shops and cafes.

And | search all of that beforehand so that as soon as|'m there, I'm able to scopeit out on Monday and get
ready to go. And | do prioritize health and fitness while being on theroad. And | thinkthatmaking sure that

you can do things that are your routine that you want to do back at home and finding ways to do that while
you're abroad is super essential in maintaining thislifestyle.

Becausein thebeginning, when | started, it wasn't like best for my health because | was just trying to drink
a lot and maintain connections withotherpeopleand it could get you in arut, butifyou're ableto putthese
different structures in place and focus on your health, focus onbuildingthat routine withyour business or
your job whiletraveling and realizing that.

Sometimes, honestly, | loved working nights because thenyou have the whole dayto do activities and itis
such an untapped sweet spot. And | highlyrecommend tryingthat because whenyou have your whole day
to do activitiesit's also you get to do cooler things that are more healthy and then usually at night when
you're working That's usuallywhen you'd socialize and you're maintaining these healthy habits

Totally agree, and | think also dependingon whattime zoneyou'rein, and if you have any
time specific work obligations, likeifyou're able to create a lifestyle that's completely asyn chronous and
you can just work whenever you want, that'sideal, but if you're not entirely there yet, sometimes you might
have time obligations where you have to do something at a particular time on certain days, and then what
you can dois you can just structureyour life around that.

Whether it's workinglater and then doing more stuff in the day or some other thing, when you find yourself
in another time zone, you know, | remember one of the first times | went to East Asia, | went on the remote
year work travel program. And there was a number of people on my program that were required to work
American business hours.

And we were in Malaysia for our first month. And so, there's 12-hourtime difference, right? And so, if they
were required to work nineto five, American hours, that's9 pm to 5 am Malaysia hours. Buttheywanted to
dothis trip so bad, and they wanted to experience Malaysia and then Thailand and then Cambodia.



I mean, we were there for three monthsin Asia, right? That's the first three month sof our trip. They were
like, okay, well, I'll just work those hours. Andthen what happened was really quite amazing. There were
probablyeight or nine people that had thatschedule, and we called them the night crew. And theyjust
made thisincredible lifestyle out of it.

So, theywould like to show up at the workspace at 9 pm. They'd wear, one guy had cookie monster
pajamas, bottoms he would wear, and this kind of stuff, right? And theywouldjust work from 9 pmto 5 am.
Andthen at 5 am, theywould have this ritual and theywould justgo out and they would get breakfast and
theywould watch the sunrise and theywould do sunrise yoga, do this whole thing.

Andthen theywould go to sleep. And then theywould wake up at three o'clock in the afternoon. And then
theyhad thewhole afternoon to go explore the city. Then they could go out to a really nice dinner, you
know, have dinner at areally cool restaurant or whatever until nine. And thentheyjustrollinto the
workspaceat nine.

And so, theyjust madethat schedule work forthemin Asia. And thenon the weekend, they were ready to
partyfrom 9 pmto 5 am. Becausethat was the schedule that theywere on. So, they could justgo to the
club, and it was the perfect hour, and they were already set. So, | think there's all kinds of ways that you can
experiment with those different types of timeframes when you work, either because you need to, and
you're in a different time zone, or for you, to your point, you just wantto do it that way, even if you have the
choice. And so, | think there's so many optionsin this lifestyle.

One ofthe questionsthat| get alot, though, Ranika, thatl want to ask you about is people ask me about
dating as a digital nomad. How the heck does that work? They ask me. And so now that you've been in this
lifestylefor three years, what areyour reflections and perhaps any tips you have about dating in the digital
nomad lifestyle?

Ranika Koneru: Well, | would say that dating justin general, as a topicis never easy, no matter if you are a
nomad or are in a more, a fixed location kind of lifestyle.

And somethingsthatI'velearned as being adigital nomad is that theideal situation is to find another
nomad becausel have tried dating somebodywhen | was in Cape Town and haverealized, okay, well, | like
you, butyou like Cape town, you'verarely left this place. And it doesn't sound like you're able to want to
leave.

So, it's me and my effort to have to make this a work in trying to go to this country, and there are lots of
limitations. A lot of times as a nomad for a country, unless thereis anomad visa, you can really onlybein a
place for 90 days. And so, it is difficult usually to have a relationship. And usually, mostnomads do have
wanderlust.

So, theydon'twantto betied down. It's like the whole point of being anomad. Andone of the talks hereis
anomad isjustan expat with commitmentissues.And | justthoughtthat was cute, butthat's whyitisideal
to date another nomad, but sometimes also theirplans are super different. You might wantto bein Asia
and they're actually, I'm going to be morein South Americathis time.

So, also dating another nomad, it's really an all-or-nothingkind of scenario because when you are to
conventional dating, you guys would have different homes and get to meet each other at whatever
frequency, whether that be adinner date or have a date night.



Andit'sjust morechill. And versus with being adating, another digital nomad, it's like, you want to travel to
another place, like, oh, great. | have a partner | could save and, or this placeis better with one bedroom.
Let'sjust do that. And you're always together all the time, all the way with each other.

And so, it can bereally intense. And so, what I've also found is that alot of nomads can be polyand be like,
“Oh, well, hey. I'mjust traveling around. I'm meetingyou here for the moment”. So, let's just be open to
more open relationships.And so, it's something that I've also seen as a common trend, but | feel like | love,
I have polyfriends and love poly people, butit's notsomethingthathas been for me.

Andthat's also been abarrier and difficulty because | think again if the whole commitmentissues thing,
butthere are amazing digitalnomad couples. Andwhen you find them and you realize they're able to hang
outwith each otherfor so long, somerecipes to success |'ve seen as they'retogether for three months and
then they're apart for three months and they're together again, and theyfind arecipe of spending enough
time and being together all the timein every moment, and then having that separation and beingable to
work on their own things.

Yeah. And | find those digital nomad couples and like you, Ranika, | am enamored with them.
And I have actuallyinterviewed both people as anomad couple on the podcast. | interviewed, | remember,

for example, Santiago Sosa and his wife, Vicky Zapata.

And | was like, | want to interview you both becauseyou're both Amazing and brilliantand talented
entrepreneurs andincrediblyfascinating, well-traveled nomads and you're married and your business
partners. I'mlike, all right, | want separate interviews. | want each of your stories. | want each ofyour
perspectives on how this came about and how this works because you're madlyin love with each other.

You have an absolute blast with each other all the time. And Youtravel together in your business partners.
So, let's break that down and talk about howit works. And so, | literally did, right? | had a podcast interview
with each of them and they're both amazing and dear friends of mine and incredibly amazing humans.

But |l always ask thosekinds of questions. When | see peoplethat arereallyin amazing situations,'m like,
let's talk about how this amazing situation came about and what you're proactively doing to keep it
amazing on a regular ongoing basis, right? And so always super fascinating stuff and have talked to a bunch
of people aboutthatonthe podcast.

So, | appreciate you sharing some of your experiences and reflections on that. The otherthingl want to ask
you about, Ranika, is your interest in glass blowing and how those experiences around the worldhave gone
foryou. Canyou sharea little bit about that?

Ranika Koneru: Yeah. So, | remember when | went to Italy, like when | studied abroad in Spain, justdid a
little trip thereand went, there's like the three islands in Italy.

| like Murano, Burano and uh, Vercelli, but oh, it's been awhile. So, | think those areit. And then Murano is
theonewith glass. And | just remember seeing glassblowers for the firsttime and being so fascinated
becauseyou're combining fire and heat with creating glass and something so beautiful.

And so, it wasjust so entranced. And | lived in San Diego for three years and then had the opportunityto
pursuesomethings.Andthenit wasthe moreartsyneighborhood of Barrio Logan, which was up and
coming. So, it was really cool to be able to go there and to be around other artists and to kind of pursue this
more niche hobbyand to actually get to create.
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The difficulty though, is that it is very heavy to maneuver. And so usuallyin aglass blowing. And you always
need a partner, and you need access to thefire and the urn. So, theyhad to also bein very specific
locations. So, | tried that in San Diego for like a year. And it was so fun to make different objects and
glasses and functional pieces and presents for friends.

Andit's been something harder to find when | travel, but whenever | see an opportunity, | get to trythe most
recent timewhenitwasin Lisbon last year.

Andthen onceyou create a piece you mentioned, you'reanomad, so you're traveling
around. You'renot ableto bring all of these pieces with you or storethem somewhere. So, what do you
typicallydo onceyou have created a piece?

Ranika Koneru: It's hard becauseit's so delicate too. And you want to make sure thatit's taken care of, but
I would usuallytryto find a wayto give it to a local or give it to a friend who wouldbeinterested. But
usually, myfriends are nomads so, they'rein the sameboat.

Well, that's nice, right? You can go to a place, you can have a local experience doing glass
blowingin alocal space, and then you can create something and have that experience of creative
production and artistry, and then you can donateit and just give it to a local person and have that be sort of
one of your contributionsto the place whereyou're staying.

So, Ithink that's amazing. That's really cool. All right, Ranika, | nowwantto talk to you about your company;
Cloud Connections, becauseyou are doing some really incredible things and giving digital nomads an
opportunityto experience some of the most Epic and legendary cultural festivals around the world.

So, let'stalk about that. Can you share alittle bit, maybejust first of all, how this idea came about for you
to start Cloud Connections?

Ranika Koneru: So, I've been thinkingand reflecting on one of mydreams has been growing up andiit's
really been to experience culturein places to thefullest. And I've always been so intrigued with festivals
and India, for example, has some of, uh, alot of the world's festivals from Diwali to Holito acamel festival,
and theytake place.

Allaroundthe country. And it has trickled into many places around the world withsome of these
celebrations. And so, I've seen that, and |'ve wanted to experiencethat. And thenl wanted to be ableto
share that. And actually, | would sayit was coming to Bansko last year, which kind of, uh, catapulted the
idea and thedream that | had into like, why not make this a reality?

Lastyear | went to Carnival in Rio, which was fun. Interesting. Because theyhad two, there was onein
February, but it was technically canceled, and the government redid it in April. So, | created this WhatsApp
group and there were over 50 people who wereinterested in going to Carnival. And | was like, okay, well,
clearly people want to go, and theywant to do this.

Andit'snotjust mydream, but alot of people have, wait, | want to go check out the greatest celebration in
theworld. Let's doit. And so, | decided | was going to create this company called Cloud Connections,
which takes you as a nomad. Causel'm just super passionate aboutbuildingthe community as well.
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Creating these experiences and having them come out to Carnival and realizing, well, all these people are
like, I can't make it out this specific year, but if | have this notice for next year, thenlamsoin, and so it was
followingadream.

I lovethat. And I lovethat you also are focused on educating people about the historicaland
cultural significance of these festivals and giving them an opportunityto reallyimmerse and participatein
thesefestivalsin a substantive way.

And I'd like to start maybe just talking about India. | actuallywentto Diwaliin Indiain 2017, | went to the
state of Punjab, and | went to the capital in Amritsar, and | celebrated Diwalitherein 2017 and it was so

amazing and special and wonderful. And | justremembered this, | was so struck and taken aback bythe
kindness ofthe peoplethere.

Our Airbnb host came over to our place and he said, who will you be spending Diwali with? What family or
friends do you have here in Amritsar that you'll be spending Diwali with? Andwe're like, well, we actually
don't havefriends or family here. We're just visiting. And he said, well, then you'll come to my place, and
you'll spend it with myfamily.

I'llbe back to pick you up at thistime. So, it was literally his extended family and then us, like that wasiit.
Like we were the only ones who were not part of his and his extended familywho were at his personal
house and theyhad cooked this massivefeast and they invited us to the prayer portion of it.

Andthen theeating portion of it and the socializing portion ofit. And then to the rooftop wheretheywere
lighting off fireworks and had this whole display and the wholecityis lit up and it was just us and his
extended family. | mean, it was one of the mostincredible things that | had ever experienced.

And it was like, oh, | want to go and have this experience of Diwaliin India. Andthen itturnedinto just so
much morethan | ever could haveimagined because of how kind the people were and then what alocal
and immersive cultural experience we actually got well beyond what we had thought of just being there
during this time.

No, you'regoing to bein a family's house at their table, doing all of their familyrituals with them.And it was
oneof themostincredible, heartfelt, meaningfulexperiences I've had in all of mytravels. | mean, | continue
to tell people aboutit, and I have so much love and appreciation for Indiaand Indian people.

It's just amazing every time | go, but | have not yet been to the holyfestival. And | have of course, heard
amazing things about it from people that have been, but for folks, and maybe there's listeners who have
never even heard of the HoliFestivalin India. Can you share a little bit about the significance of it, the
historical and cultural significance of it, why it happens, whatit means, butalso whatis it like attending the
HoliFestival in India? What can people expect?

Ranika Koneru: So, like the Holi Festival was born through alot of different Hindumythology, anditis a
triumph of good over evil. So, like classic tales and its particularly associated with the legends of Lord
Krishnaandit'swherehe's playing with all the different colors, um, with a different goddess in his village.

Andit'sjustfascinating. Cause like, thisis one of like a couple of legends. So, it's either that one, or there's
like another storywith somebodynamed Holika, where the Indian mythologists are saying that's wherethe
origins came from, but it's been celebrated for centuries. It’s justis so cool aboutsome ofthese cultural
festivalsis that some ofthem are new, but alot of the festivals, especially within Asian countries have



been around for so long, and itjust incorporates alot ofthe different traditions, similar to Diwali with
having prayer and food and commemoratingand sharingwith family.

Andit's also the celebration of joy because of the arrival of a spirit. So, the Holi festival next year is towards
theend of March, but the dates do usually change, but it's like atime for renewing and rejuvenating and
feeling good about life. And so that's pretty exciting. But the other cool thingis that India has this reputation
of having acaste system and different barriers.

So, this festival allows people of anyclass or, uh, casteto let that all go and to just be able to celebrate and
enjoyeach other during thistime. So, | know that alot ofthese higher these are suspended, butitis sofun
becauseit's literally just throwing colors and paints and what's called the goulash, the powders, other
people, and just creating an atmosphere.

It's like a very much arainbow. And ideally, you should wear white and then basically have your shirt
painted with the myriads of explosive colors. Andthen sometimes in different places, you can even have
water balloons orwater guns, butlndiais avery vibrant country. So, you'd expect to have a lot of musicand
dance during this timeframe.

Yeah, iffolks have never heard of the Holifestival in India, you should immediatelydo a
Googleimage search for it, or you can just go to the Cloud Connections website because you have some
incredible pictures from the Holi festival there and just thevisual aesthetics of the way that everybodyis
just totallydousedin colors.

And itis just likethis amazing, remarkable visual experiencejust from looking at the pictures. And so, it is
actually something that'ssuper highon mylist to do for sure. | have noted down the March 2024 dates, and
I know that you are offering an opportunity for people to go there with Cloud Connections to experience the
holyfestival with you personallyon that trip in 2024, which is going to be absolutely amazing.

| want to talk about another festival thatyou also take people to in Thailand. Now, just for context, | have
spentanumber of monthsin Thailand. | have been numerous times. | have spent many months there, butl
have not been to theYi Peng orthe LoyKrathong festivals in Thailand. | have seen pictures, of course, but |
have notyet been.

So thatis super high on mylist, butfor peoplethathave never even heard of these festivals. Ranika, can
you share a little bit about, again, the history and cultural significance of these festivals, what they mean,
butthen also thevisual aesthetics when you'rethere, what does it looklike? What is the experience like?

Ranika Koneru: Sure. So, in Thailand, especiallyin Northern Thailand, or Chiang Mai, there's not one, but
two festivals that happen towards the end of the year. And with Yi Peng, that is also the lantern festival
where you float alantern. So, it has origins withinthe Lannakingdom, and you are able to float lanterns that
are madewith bamboo.

Andthecoolest partaboutthisisthatit's aboutreleasing your misfortunes and negative energies into the
air. And this was something| wanted to tiein with wellness and being able to let go of things that no longer
serve you and just have more of a healing experience. because that partof Thailand is also really known for
meditation and having like monks and then, of course, being world renowned for their Thai massages.

Butit'salso ableto bringin alot ofgood luck and happiness for the upcoming year sinceit is taking place
closeto theend of November or closer to January. And then the Loy Krathong festival, which is so amazing
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bauseyou basically get two festivals in one takes more place on a lunar calendar and it's the full moon of
the 12th lunar calendar month, whichusuallyis in November this time around it happens to be that way.

So, it ties really well together. So, it's a really lucky opportunity. This one has more traditions with the, uh,
the Brahmanic tradition of respecting the river goddess. So, what you do is craft a boat, and you can work
with thelocalsto do this. | have an ex-experience we're going to meet some of the artistsin Chiang Maiand
then be able to learn from them and these local artists and then craft a boat together to float down the
river. And so ‘Loy’ literally means float. And then ‘Krathong’is alotus shaped vessel. Or you're able to place
acandleinit and peoplefrom all over come to gather around theriver.

And here in Chiang Mai, it's called the Ping River. And this wayfloating withthis candleis awayto pay
respect to Buddha.

Well, oneofthethings that | really love about the way that you have structured these trips
and the opportunities for people to experience these festivals is, number one, you're doing it with a level of
historical, and cultural education.And you're helping people to participate in these festivals respectfully
and appropriately and also to have a complete blast whilethey're doing it, right?

So, to learn about it and also to have anincredibly good time while they're doingit. And to be able to cater
to the digital nomad communitywhoalso need to have good Wi-Fi in the accommodations while they're at
thesethings and everything else. And so, you'vereally attended to all of these different aspects in terms of
giving people areally substantive wayto immersethemselves in a respectful way to participate fullyin
thesefestivals and to have an amazing time and create an amazing memory.

So, I love all of that. Can you share alittle bit about what the upcoming opportunities are for people to
participatein these events and what theitineraries are like that they can expect if they were to participate
ina Cloud Connections event?

Ranika Koneru: Sure. So, we have the upcoming one for the Yi Peng and the Loy Krathongfestivals in
Chiang Mai, starting on November 23rd up until December 2nd, and it is going to be an incredibly
immersive experience. I've got some locals there in Chiang Mai. They're going to help us understand alot of
thedifferent traditions. Andthen of course, beingable to communicate with Thai. So, we get to really
immerse with that local culture, which | thinkis so importantfor nomads, because sometimes you get into
a bubble and what you were sharing withyour storyin India.

Having somebodytake you in and feel part of their familyis something thatwords can't describe.So that is
what|'mtrying to do and share with, uh, just alarger group of people and also having them connect and
immerse themselves within not justlike the festivals in Chiang Mai, but some of like the mostimportant
highlights.

What | also want to do, and share is to find ways to be more sustainable. So, for example, | am partnering
with an elephant sanctuarythat makes surethat alot ofthe elephants are getting overstimulated by
people. So, we'll find amore ethical wayto treat the elephants when we go and visit them, as well as being
ableto justtalk, and enjoyourselves morewith the locals, aswell as.

Having some more of those interactive experiences. And of course, goingto the night market, beingable to
walk and enjoyone ofthe top nomad cities, especiallyin Thailand.
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That's amazing. Listen, | thinkiit's very likely you're going to find me on one of thesettrips. |
mean, | would love to go to Indiawith you, Ranika.

I would love to experience the holyfestival with you. | mean, | can't reallyimagine a better way to
experienceit or someonethat | wouldrather experience it with. And so. | think you commit so muchtime
and effortinto really understanding these festivals and you help people to engage with them in areally
meaningful and substantive way.

Thisisn'tjust sometypical tourist trip. And so, | really appreciate that. That's how| like to travel. So, | think
folks are very likely to find me on one ofthesetrips. They're definitely going to find you on thesetrips
becauseyou're notjust setting them up and thensending other peopleto lead them.

You're actually leading people on thesetrips and going with them. So, people are going to actually get to
meet you and hang out withyou in person. Iffolkswant to learn aboutthe specific dates of when these are
going to be, see thefullitineraries, and actually sign up for, or at least have a consultationabout going on
oneor more of your upcoming Cloud Connectiontrips, howcan they connect with you, and can you give
them a little bit of a discount for being a Maverick show listener?

Ranika Koneru: Oh mygosh. Of course, you have to for The Maverick Show, but absolutely be delighted to
dothat. Andifyou'reinterested, then yes, | do have a website, it’s called cloudconnections.co. Ifyou head,
there and can look, seeit on the upcoming trips. And youcan applynow. And so that'll just, uh,share some
different preferences that you have with your interests. And then you can go ahead and book a Calendly
callwith me. And then we can just go through some of your questionsand get you booked in.

Andwhat I'm offering is aspecial discount is where there's like a referral code or affiliate code in the
Calendlylink. When you call, you just place the code MAVERICK for The Maverick Show, and then you'llbe
ableto get an amazing discount.

Awesome. So, we are going to link that up in the shownotes.

You can usethediscount code MAVERICK in theregistrationwhen you sign up for the call and there you
will get and lock in your discount. So that's amazing.

Ranika, | want to ask you. A couple more questions in terms of just overall reflections on your nomad life
andyour life of travel up to this point. When you think back on all the different travel that you've done, 50
plus countries you've been to and all the experiences that you had, whatimpact do you think thatall of that
travel has had onyou as a person?

Ranika Koneru: | just feel so lucky. And everytimel'm able to have the opportunityto see a new country
and experience a new place, | also realize so much ofthe similarities of theworld.

Andyou feel that when you go to a new place is going to be so exciting and different, but then you see how
some of the people are or how some of the locations are, and it just makes you feel reminiscent ofanother
place. Andit'sincredible how you can start feeling the more you travel to new places, the more relatable
theyare to others and feel like it is very much asmall world.

And whydo you continue to travel? Why are you so passionate about this yourselfand
supporting and helping other peopleinto doingit today? What does travel mean to you?
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Ranika Koneru: What travel means to me is the ability to break down barriers, especiallynowin this world,
that's more connected than ever, and learning and exposing myselfto other people and then having them
exposedto meso that theyunderstandwhere|'m coming from, they're able to understand places and
peoplefrom Texas or from the US are like this and just being able to continually get educated and then
educate peoplein all sorts of different walks of life.

I lovethat. Allright. Ranika, at this point, are you ready to movein to the lightning round?
Ranika Koneru: Let's bring some thunder whileyou're at it.

Let'sdoit. Allright. What is one book thathas maybe significantlyimpacted you over the
years you'd most recommend people should read?

Ranika Koneru: | absolutely love You Are aBadass by Jen Sincero. It was probablythefirst kind of
motivational mindsetbook that I've read. And it was just the writingand how sheis ableto just cuss and
swear. And it was just like, hell yes, | am badass. Let's go. And it was very beneficial.

Allright. What is onetravel hack? That you usethat you can recommend to people.

Ranika Koneru: Okay. Always carry multiple copies of your passport picture because | lost my passportin
Amsterdam, and the process | was bawling, crying, and I'm like, I'm never going to be ableto go hometo
America.

| don't think Amsterdam wants me. Because |I'm almost about to run out of Schengen days. How do | do
this? So good, like an emergency service. And having a picture of your old passport really helps to beat up
that process and get home.

Allright, Ranika, ifyou could have dinner withanyone personwho's currently alive today
that you've never met, just you and that person for an evening of dinner and conversation, who would you
choose?

Ranika Koneru: So, | would choose PamelaReif. Sheis a German fitness influencer and | have been like
followingalot of her different workouts. It's always somethingit's been 10 to 15 minutes and been super
easy to do whiletraveling and you get into the workout rightaway. And it's something that | prioritize while
ontheroad.

So, I just admire her abilityto be consistent and always find new ways to motivate and sharethose
workouts. So, I'd love to get to meet her.

Okay. Knowing. Everythingthatyou know now if you could go back in time and give one piece
of advice to your 18-year-old self, whatwouldyou sayto 18-year-old Ranika?

Ranika Koneru: Oh, so young.| thinkthat | cared so much about whatpeople thought about me at that age
andtheconfidencel had was nowhere near whereit is now. So, to like to go back and realize who gives a
damn what other people think,you are amazing and that you need to find that wayin life on your own and
you don't have to go with the flow. Likeyou go onyour own terms.

Allright. Of all the places you have now been in theworld, what are three of your top favorite
destinations you would mostrecommend other people should definitely check out.



Ranika Koneru: As far as countries, | would say Spain was the most impactful because of wherel grew a
lot.

Andthere's just so much diversityin the place there. So definitely Spain. And then | really appreciate
Mexico. Like beingin Texas s like justin mybackyard. But there's just so much to seeand do in so many
different cities. And |l underrated it. It's just beautiful. And | also love Croatia. | celebrated my 30th birthday
in Dubrovnik and it was just charmed by the citywalls and also a big Game of Thrones fan.

So, itwasjust like, Oh my gosh, I'm here in King's landing. This is amazing.

Amazing. Good picks. Allright. Ranika last. Question. What are your top three bucket list
destinations? These are places you have not yet been highest on your list, you'd most love to see.

Ranika Koneru: Okay. So, I'd sayNew Zealand becausel've just heard the scenery is breathtaking and |
heard it's a great place for zorbing, which was basically being in ahamster ball runningaround.

Andthen Bhutan becausetheyare some of the highest peaks in the world, 8, 000 meters and untouched
andthecountryis measured by gross domestic happiness. And|l'mjust fascinated to understandthat
culture. Andit'soneofthe most dangerousairportsin theworld to flyinto. So, | feel like it'd be really
exciting.

Andthen I'mreallyfascinated with North Korea. I've literally been wanting to go ever since | went to South
Korea. And I know t's nota place currently allowed, uh, to go for Americans right now. And alot of people
mightthink I'm alittle nut for wantingto go there, but | am just purelyfascinated and want to understand
that countrymore.

You know, you and | have some mutual friends that have been to North Korea, includingthe
podcasting living legend, Palle Bo who's microphone you are episode.

We have to give Palle a shout out.First of all, Palle Bo. Was episode #15 of The Maverick Show. Everybody
should go back to listen to it. He embarked on his digital nomad journey at age 50 with theintention of
traveling full-time withoutabase and going to every countryintheworld.And heis an absolute legend.

So, linterviewed himin episode #15 of The Maverick Show. He was one of the initial early pillar episodes.
He's still podcasting.He, so go check him out on episode 15. He is there with you at the Bansko Nomad
Fest. You are using his microphoneto do this interview. But one ofthethings that Palle and | talked about
onthat episode#15was his experiencein North Koreaand what it was like when he went there.

So, hehas an incredibleresource on number one, whatit's like, but numbertwo, how to potentially setup a
trip and to go there. And I've talked about that actuallywith subsequent podcastguests thatl'vehad on
The Maverick Show who have been to North Korea and have shared some of their reflections.

So, there's definitely a good bit of information on that and some good resources ifyou're looking to find a
way to go and do that. But those other two are really high on mylist as well. |I've never been to Bhutan,
super high on mylist. And I've also never been to New Zealand, which of course, everybodythat goes to
raves about and all of that.

So, I think those are amazing pics, Ranika. And | think it's an amazing wayto close out this episode. | want
you to let people know howthey can find you, how they can followyou on social media, howthey can
connect with you, howtheycan learn more about Cloud Connections. Once again, you know, if they want
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to see theitineraries, the dates, what exactly they're going to be doing on thesetrips and thenschedule the
consultwithyou, maybeto get even more questions clarified. How do you want people to comeinto your
world?

Ranika Koneru: Well, | absolutely love being able to chat and share and talk about festivals and
connections all daylong. So, ifyou'reinterested, I'm more than happyto make thetime and to get
something set up withyou. Andl do have that Calendlylink that'savailable throughmywebsite,
cloudconnections.co.

So even if you're not ahundred percent sure and you're leaning towards it, or you just have questions, uh,
that's completely okay. Just like, feel free to book sometimewith meanditwould justbelovelyto have a
chat with you and just to understand whereyou are in thisnomad journey, aswell as | do have an Instagram
account, it's RainbowRani.

And thatis also where you can message me. And if you'rein Bansko or anywhere else that | go whilelI'm
nomading, let’s grab ateaor a coffee.

Amazing. We are going to link all of that up in the show notes. So, folks can just goto one
place atthemaverickshow.com.Go to the show notes for this episode. There you're going to see all of the
social media handles for how to follow Ranika. You're going to seethe URL for her website, how to register
for a completelyfree call with her. And remember to putinthediscount code MAVERICK to get your
discount on anyof her festival trips.

And I think you're probably going to see me on one ofthose festival trips beforetoo long, becauseyou are
doing alot of stuff.

I've been to the carnivalin Rio, but | have notbeen to LoyKrathongin Thailand. | have not been to the holy
festivalin India. They've been super high on mybucket list for quite sometime. And so, | thinkyou are
creating some amazing opportunities for people like me and others to go on thesetrips and get to hang out
with you whilewe'rethere, which is super amazing and awesome.

So, we're going to link all of that up. Just go to themaverickshow.com, go to the show notes for this episode,
andthere you'll seedirect links to that and everything else we've discussed on this episode.

Ranika, this was amazing. Thank you so much for coming onthe show.

Ranika Koneru: Oh, thanks for having me. | feel so good. Justlike been rolling after that keynote, and it's
been so amazing to like, be able to continue that with you.

Well, I'm super happyto shareyour special daywith you. I'll be at virtual, but at least to
closeout this evening for you with abottle of wine and then an amazing conversation.

So, thank you so much for being on The Maverick Show and good night, everybody.
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