Myguest todayis Danielle Hu, sheis a content creator, online business mentor, and the host
of the Wanderlover Podcast. She has worked with hundreds of clients, customers, hotels, and tourism
boards all while traveling through 60-plus countries and surfing aroundthe world. Bornin Chinaand raised
primarilyin New York, Danielle has been a full-time digital nomad since 2017. Her missionis to enableyou
to design alife oftime, freedom, location, freedom, and joy. And financial freedom through startingand
scaling your online business.

Danielle, welcometo the show.
Danielle Hu: Hi, thank you for having me. I'm so excited to be here.

| am so excited to have you here. Let's just start off though, by setting the scene and talking
aboutwherewe are recording from today. Unfortunately, we are not in person. | am actuallyin theBlue
Ridge mountains of Asheville, North Carolinaon the East Coast. of the United States today. And where are
you?

Danielle Hu: | am currentlyin Cornwall, England. Itisin the Southwest corner ofthe UK.

Lovethat. Well, I'm super excited for this conversation because you just interviewed meon
your show, the Wanderlover Podcast.We are going to link that up. In the shownotes ofthis episode, so
folks can go hear that. And nowwe're turning the tables today and basicallyjust continuingthe
conversation. Cause | definitely wanted my audience to meet you. As soon as we were done with that
interview, | was like, you got to come on The Maverick Show because myaudience needs to meet you.

So, I'm super excited for this convo. | think agreat place to startjust diving in would be with surfing. Can
you talk about what surfingmeans to you, how you connected with the sportand take us a little bit on your
surfing journey?

Danielle Hu: So, | picked up my first surfboard on alittle trip | did to Nicaragua while | was still working in
corporate.

And|took alesson and it was one of those things where growingup as an Asian American Immigrant, |
always thoughtsurfingwas reserved for pros in Hawaii, or it was an extreme sport. And as aperson who
didn't really love sports growing up, it was somethingl would never do. So that in itself, for me to have
picked up a surfboard, and stood up on myfirst lesson, it was enlightening. And| knew thatit was
something | wanted to continue, butA, it's really cold in New York. It's really hard to do. And B, I didn't really
have thetimefreedom to do that because | was working in a corporate job.

So, Itook a lesson andfellin love with it and it wasn't until | quitmyjob and then booked a one-wayflight. |
wasin Indonesiawhereit's basicallythe best waves I've surfed in the world and that's when the
consistencywas able to develop, and | was able to get better. | met mycommunity of longboarding women
aroundtheworld andit's justsomethingthatclicked. | can say thatit's one ofthefirst hobbies | picked up
as an adult.

| always lovetraveling, but something with staying consistent, doing what you love without any monetary
reward for it, and something you purely do because you want to, it's so magical.

Canyou talk a little bit about how thathas impacted your travel destination choices and
share a little bit more about the women'slongboard community?
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Danielle Hu: Yeah, so definitely since | picked up surfing, | mainlytravel to surfdestinations.So coastal
areas wherel don't necessarily have to wear a wetsuit. | don't like getting into a wetsuit, but alot of my
travel destinationsfor the past fouryears have been where there are waves. And what | foundis people
who are passionate and committed to surfing, we go to the same destination.

So, there are people who I've met in Hawaii, who then | meet in Portugal, and then we're meeting up again
inIndonesia. Andit'sjustreally cool becausel feel like I've found people who are traveling theworld the
same wayas | do, and you really get to find the people who align.

I lovethat. | think there's so manyexamples ofthat of hobbies and passions and things that
you can pick up as you travel around theworld and thendo them aroun dthe world and then travel for them
and then have that overlap with the communities thatyou're building. | mean, it's such an amazing
experience when you start to do that.

Well, Danielle, | want to go back now and give folks just alittle sense of your backstoryand your journey
into the nomad life before you became the wander lover that you aretoday. Can you start all the way back
and maybe even before you tell your story, just give folks a little bit of context, maybe about your parents’
story and then lead into where you were born and how you grew up.

Danielle Hu: So, my parents were born in China, and theyhad areallyinteresting childhood. Theywere
actuallyborn under therule ofthe Chinese dictator Mao Zedong and lived through the communist
revolution. So, there's abit of, | would say, generational traumabehindthat where the government took my
grandparents’land, they split up myfamily, especially mymom's side of the family, forced them to move
into the countryside.

There was a lot of struggle and misfortune in their childhood. So, the fact that theywere able to pull
themselves out of that, get an education, then immigrate to America, it's where | draw a lot of my
inspiration from seeing how far that they've come. Andso, theyimmigrated to Americain 1995 when | was
twoyearsold. And so, | was bornin Beijing and | grew up in New York.

And can you talk a little bit. about how that experience was for you, navigating your Chinese
identityand growing up in Americain animmigrant home.

Danielle Hu: Well, what's interestingis when wefirst immigrated, we werein Queens and there were so
many other Asian immigrants who kind of, thatwas their first point to settle and it was kind of easy to
navigate. It wasn't until | was eight years old, my parents moved to upstate New York to the suburbs, and it
was very American. And | think that was myfirst glimpse of like all American schooling system, families
around mewho I felt really different from, and | didn't experience that until | moved upstate.

But I really appreciate that becauseit taught me about resilience, it taught me about openingup my mind
to new cultures and adapting to my environment. And all throughout that, it was like this constant push and
pull of wanting to be different, but then also reallywantingto fit in and hold onto myroots. So, | think my
childhood was somewhat differentin the fact that| camefrom China.

How did that evolve as you grew older and as you came of age and eventually started
traveling? How did that Chinese and American identity dynamic evolve?

Danielle Hu: Well, | think mainlyit's because the mindsetthat | wantto be different and I'm proud of being
different, right? And for so long, | tried so hard tofitin. | remember just things that | found really traumatic



as a child. Tomenow s like, that is amazing. My parents used to pack me Chinese style lunches and
everyone would belike, what is that? All the counselors were like, what are you eating? Right. And it was
really traumatic for me as a child.

Butnow I'mlike, that's amazing thatmy parents like a loved me to pack my lunchesin that manner. And
now | want to berecognized for how I'm growing up withtwo cultures and to empower others who are
feeling like they're either feeling left out, or theydon'tfitin. That is their power. Right. And thatis mypower.

I love that. Can you talk alittle bit as you were growing up and as you think back abouthow
your interestin world travel initially started to develop?

Danielle Hu: | would saythefirst time | lived away from home, well, | went to schoolin upstate New York.
But | studied abroad in Italy my junior year and that was afirst glimpse of time freedom and location
freedom | had because | was working an onlinejob. | was ateacher assistant for these online courses.

And so, | was able to travel, studyand haveincome comingin and | just felt like | experienced so much
freedom. Like that was afreedom that kept me going even after | was like, | need to experience that again
and again or permanently. Right. There was no way | was going back to anything less than that. Andwhen |
found myselfin situationswhere it was less than that, | knew | wanted to get back. | knew | wanted more
freedom.

And how was Italy? What was your experience while you were there?

Danielle Hu: Oh my god, | loved it. | took Italian lessons. | ate so much Italian food. | traveled all around
Europebecause, as you know, the budget airlines in Europe are nowhere near as expen sive as theonesin
America. So, it's very accessible and it completely transformed how | viewed travel. | loved it so much that
| studied abroad in Hong Kong my senior year because | knew | wanted to go elsewhere and see more of
theworld.

How was the experiencein Hong Kong? Obviously very different from Italy, but how was that
foryou at that time?

Danielle Hu: What I noticed was alot of Americans study abroad in Europe. So, | met a lot of international
students from America during mytime in Italy. But the majority of people who studyabroad in Hong Kong,
they're European. So, what | loved about that was | didn'tlearn, it's like funnyto say, but | didn't learn
through my European friends while studying abroad in Italy. But in HongKong, | really made a group of
international friends.

So beingin a big city, being in Asia, also meant connecting with myroots alot more becauseit was another
kind of who am I situation where | would look Chinese, but | don't speak Cantonese. | speak Mandarin.And
it was this whole questioning of, Ooh, thisis cool. Like, how do | navigate this scenario? And that's what |
love about traveling. Just puttingyourselfin those situations where you really get to figure out who you are.

Canl tellyou that thevery first timethat | went to East Asiawas in 2016. And the veryfirst
place that | went was Hong Kong. Andit was so amazing. | mean, | loved it. | mean, | just loved everything
aboutit. | was onlytherefor areasonablyshort period of time becausel then went on to other places, but |
was so enamored by it. And | was just like, | must come back here, and | must spend moretime. Soit's kind
of on mytippytop of my must return here and spend more time. But | loved HongKong.



Danielle Hu: Yeah. And | wouldsaythe skylinein Hong Kong is like 10 times more magnificent than the
skyline of Manhattan. But | honestlyhad no idea before actually stepping foot there where | was like, how
come noone's talking aboutthis? Thisisincredible.

Yeah. | was very enamored with Hong Kong. | really liked it. | have not though, been to
mainland Chinayet, other than justtransferringthroughthe airportin Beijing, I've been to Macau. I've been
to Hong Kong. Can you talk aboutyour experience going back to Mainland China and what that was like for
you?

Danielle Hu: Yeah. So, most of my familyis stillin China. And it's funnybecause when | go back, I'll like
walk through the markets and people will automatically start speakingto mein English. So, something
about me obviouslylooks different. | don't even saya word and theyjust know thatl grew up where | speak
English, right? So that was thefirst interesting thingthat| noticed.

The second onethat | noticed, the difference between, you know, mainland Chinaand Hong Kong is|
would sayhow liberal people are and a lot regarding political views, but then also justlike outlook onlife.
Where | feel like in Hong Kong, | met so many more people who had like-minded thoughts and who were
super creative and ambitious and open minded to things where | could relate to them more. And China, |
think because of its historyand the way it opened up morerecently, it's been harder for me to feel like |
“belong”, even though I was bornthere.

Well, | want to talk a little bit about your career trajectory. After the study abroad programs,
you mentioned you got thelove for travel and the freedom and all of those types ofthings, and then you
landed a more traditional corporate job type situation. So, can you talk a little bit about your career path
and trajectory after this studyabroad experience?

Danielle Hu: Yes, for sure. And it'sfunnybecause nowlookingback, it's clearlywhat | mentioned before,
the push and pull between American values and then myreally traditional Chinese parents’kind of
whispering their whole lives, become adoctor or alawyer, like get a corporate job.

And so, after | graduated, | worked at Pink of America where it was a very traditional cubicle 9 or eight to six
lifestyle and immediately, | knew | didn't want to be there, and | didn't belong.How do | get out? And so,
what really helped was finding other peoplein theworld whose lives | admire. And that'ssomething| still
do untilthis day, butyou know, when you like look at someone else's life and somethingaboutthem, you
just know you admire, and you want that for yourself. That was me with people working from coworking
spaces in Bali, | would be at my cubicle working on Excel, but then | would scrollon | nstagram and I'm,
how are these peoplein this tropical paradise with that time freedom and the location freedom and the
financial freedom that | wanted and whyam | here?

Andthat's when thewheel started turning, If | stayed on my current trajectory, | would be where my
executives and managers were, and | do notwant that. In 10 years’,timein five years’ time, even, but those
peoplethat|was seeing from my phone, | knew | wanted their lifestyle.So how do | do that? And similar to
you, | picked up the 4-Hour Workweek by Tim Ferriss, where it showed me the roadmap.

And now it was like, what do | start? So, on mylunch breaks after work on weekends, | would be starting
onlinebusinesses. | learned aboutdrop shipping, Amazon FBA. | started blogging. So, all of these things
thatl had learned, | implemented when | had the time to.



So, let's talk about your transition, because there's alot of people, maybethey're listening
right now to this verypodcast who arein that cubicle and that job, and theyare curious aboutthe pathin
terms of what to do whileyou're stillon thejob and then what thatentrepreneurialleap looks like when you
actually make the transition. Can you talk aboutthat?

Danielle Hu: Yeah. So, | gave myself a quit date. So, | knew onJuly 11,2017, | would quitmyjob. And when
you give yourselfthat date, it's reallyimportant to work backwards. So, | knew that | wanted to be making at
least 5,000 a month.

| knew the lifestyle | wanted for myself; it would equateto less than that. So, | could kind of sustain myself,
especiallyif | wasn't living in New York City. So, if you know where you want to go, how much it costs, then

you can give yourselfthat metric. Howmuch do | need to be making? And how am | going to be making that
right?

And I think onceyou hit all of thosefinancial goals, it's a lot easier to make that move. And my move was
actually sparked by a breakup. with my ex-boyfriend because that was the other reason whyl was living in
New York. Butoncewebroke up, | was like, there's really no reason for me to stay. And that's when |
booked a one-wayflight. | knew I had the money comingin and it became alot easier and achievable that
way.

And how did the transition go for you? What was your plan for thatdate? You were going to
leave your job and then what was your first move? Howdid you set that up yournew location independent
life?

Danielle Hu: Well, so | stayed in New York for, | think, around like six more months until the breakup. But
then as soon as we broke up, | booked aone-wayflight to, well, first Sydneyand then to Bali. And | had no
idea if, how long | wanted to stay. | thought| wanted to moveto Sydneyat first. But| spent afew weeks
there and | was like, you know what? Let me check out somewhere else. I've always wanted to go to Bali.

| went to Bali. That's when | first started surfing again and | found a community of other digital nomad
entrepreneurs, went to my co working spaces like | had always wanted to do. And so that was the easier
transition. Whereas in Australia, | felt like | didn't find that community. So, | would sayif you are thinking
about bookingthatonewayflight, be open to what life brings your way, right?

Your original plan may not always work outand that's okay, butwiththis newfound freedom that you have,
you can't go wrong.

| also want to talk about how you actually builtyour businessand go behind the scenes a
little bit to understand thatprocess. Maybe just start off by talking alittle bit about what the Wanderlover
offerstodayin terms ofthe business coaching services. Maybe just describe a little bit about the business
thatyou run todayand then go backwards and take us behind the scenes and talk about how you builtit.

Danielle Hu: So, the Wanderlover would say has gone through afew iterations currently with online
coaches and creatives. | help you start and scale your online business. | callit the quote unquote business
side of creativity because when you're good at something that's one thing, but to be profitable and make
money off of it and to excel onling, that's another skill set, right? So, | do that through private coaching,
mastermind courses, and eBooks.And whenl first started the Wanderlover, it was purelyablog to
document mytravels.
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| started an Instagram. | hated being in front of the camera, so | actuallywas reposting other people's travel
photos and telling peopleto tag the Wanderlover to be featured. | was really stubbornand reached out to
at least 10 to 50 hotels and brands every single dayto partner with them, wanting to promote them.

Anditwasn'tuntilCOVID hitthat | When | realized, “Hey, | can't travel anymore”, but | know howto make
moneyonline. Let me expand into business coachinginstead of just content creation and promoting. So
now | would saythere's two kinds of avenues for me personallyforincome, it's the content creation side
and the coaching side.

Allright.So, let's diveinto this alittle bit. Can you share sometips? Let's just talk about the
content creation side and the audience building side. First, you have over ahundred thousandfollowers on
Instagram at this point. Can you share some of your audience buildingtechniques thatyou've used to do
that.

Danielle Hu: So, | feel because the social media scene is constantly changing, whatworked back then
isn't necessarilyworking now, but I'll share both.So, when [ first started, it was when influencer marketing
was relatively new and you really could build afollowing justby engaging with other people by following
them, liking them, commenting on their posts and forming relationships.

Back then there were also what was known as qu ote unquote engagement pods where you were grouped
into a DM of 20 other creators. You would network withthem. You would meet up with themto create
content. | had mygroup of content creator friends in New York over time. And | think whatreallyhelped me
inthe beginning becausel was workingin corporate was, | had the capital to invest into my business.

So, I was learning from other people. | was investingin courses, hopping onone-hourcalls with them to
really learn the business side of creativity. And over time, when | implemented the paid advertising, when |
implemented organic strategies, and nowadays it's really about reels and getting your content in front of
peoplewho aren't already followingyou.

And reels are now the new strategy where you post on Instagram, yourpostis only shown to your current
followers.Butonreel, ifyou really get a sustainable, consistentworkflow around that every single day, your
reel is being shown to hundreds of thousands of other people who willthen potentially follow you.

But ultimately being consistent and finding a strategy that works and stickingto it. That is so important
becausel see so manypeoplefocusing on somethingthatisn'tworkingand hopingthat it works, right? So,
testing it all out, seeing what worksandthen being consistent.

Well, | also want to ask you about the Wanderlover Podcast, whichis another content
medium that you have been doing extremely consistently. | listened to the show, of course. | think you're
putting out some great content there.

I want to ask you, first of all, how you selected podcasting. As acontent medium of all of the different
avenues that you could chooseto produce content and be consistent in, why did you choose podcasting?
Andthenlwould love for you to share any audience growth tips for podcasters as well, in terms of how
you've grown your audience on that platform.

Danielle Hu: So, | had always been a content creator and over time, what I felt is, A, | was getting the same
questions over and over from my community and Instagram because how limited it is in terms of character
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countand how much you can really engage or teach people. | knew | wanted another platform wherel
could share more, and | could be consistent.

Thought about YouTube, however, | tried it out. Itis alot of work. And for me at thetime, itjust didn't work
out. So, | looked into podcasting because | was like, | love talking. | love speaking to my community. | don't
have to show myface. | don't have to edit out thevideos, right? So, this seems more doable.

And podcasting is really, you know, I've been doing it for the past three years. And | admire you because
you've been doing it for even longer. So, you know that when you love somethingand it works, you know,
you're motivated to continue creating on it, right? Like there's no barriers to, oh, | have to record an episode.
Most of thetimeyou wantto do it, and you have a list of episodes you want to record. It comes easy and
it's natural foryou. Andthat'showl knew that thisis somethingl wanted to continue.

In terms of growth, we do have a separate Instagram page for the podcast, the Wanderlover Podcast. And
we actuallytranscribe all of our episodes into blog posts on thevlog, and then theygo to Pinterest. So, the
wholepointisto just get each episode as optimized for SEO, for searchability, and to distributeitto as
many people on theinternet so you can reach yourideal audience.

| likethat strategya lot, creating one longer form piece of pillar content and then repurposing
it on all of these different platforms because the realityis that your followers, whether they're followers of
theWander Lover or Maverick or whomever, are not going to follow you on every single platform because
they'renot on every single platform.

Your Pinterest followersare not just going to transform to podcast listenersand your podcast listeners are
notjust going to transform to Instagram followers, right? People like the platforms that they like. And so, |
lovethat strategy of let's just give peoplethe content on the platforms thatthey're on.

And if you can create one piece of pillar content and then just repurposeit in aformat that worksfor those
different platforms, you can build audiences on those different platformswithout saying everybody, you got
to comeover to YouTube now. Causethat'swherel am. You havethe slog oftrying to get your Instagram
peopleto YouTubeand they'relike, | don't like YouTube. So just puttingit all of those places, | thinkis a
really, really good strategy.

Danielle Hu: Yeah. And emailis marketing. That is also key. Just all the new pillar pieces that you do
create. Don't forget about email. People are on theretoo. A lot of times they're not followingyou on these
other platforms. So, implementingthatinto your weekly workflow as well.

In terms of building the podcastlistener base though, for the show of people that like
podcasts, how haveyou gone about doingthat and growingaudience of listeners on the actual podcast
platform over theyears.

Danielle Hu: So honestly, it's been mostlyjust organic through the Wanderlover Podcast Instagram,
peoplewill reach outthere. They'll tag mein their stories, nurturingthose, and then trustingthatbygrowing
and creating new content consistently. Also, cross pollinating withmy current audience and peoplel bring
onto the show. Also, promoting it on my main account, the Wander lover, having the buzzaroundthat and
the marketing strategies over time, it has definitely exponentiallyincreased as expected.

So, with everything that | just mentioned in five years’ time, I'm confident that it's going to be even larger.
More people are going to know about it thancurrently.
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You have now coached alot of people and helped them build their remote businesses. And|
want to ask you justin terms of reflecting now on the clients that you have worked with, whatare some of
the most common themes in terms of obstacles that your clients come to you with that remote
entrepreneurs are facing. And then what have been some of the biggest breakthroughis where people have
smashed through those obstacles and really taken their business forward.

Danielle Hu: So, for people who want to get started, but don't knowhowthe most common themeis
feeling stuck. And it's more so themselves that are getting in the way, as they're reaching, you know, their
first 5thousand, ten thousand dollars amonth.

Alot ofthetimesit will be very time intensive, and theyfeel like they're getting burnt out. So, what we work
onthereis to really outsource, hireteam members, really free up the time, maybethink about some digital
products that they can implement. So, restructuringthat, buttheyhave the business side down.

Andthen asthey'retrying to scale, it's really about this lifestyle business alignment. Where maybe they
want to have kids, maybetheywant a completely remote or passive business, right? Aligning theirincome
goalsto their lifestyle goals. Do theywant to continue traveling forever? Do theywant to buyah ousein the
near future?

So, | feel at every stagg, it's a different set of problems. But oncetheyrealize what's actually holding them
back, that's when we can work outaplan to get themto the next level.

And foryou personally, as you've built this coaching practice over the years, what have been
some of your personal leverage points that have really taken your business to the next level when you are
grinding and grindingand grindingand tryingall this different stuff and then you really see like, whoa, like
that worked.

What have been kind of some of your personal leverage points in terms of your business success?

Danielle Hu: | think for me personally, findingwhere | can have the most time freedom, location freedom,
financial freedom, and I've found the most success with digital products. So, products that | have funnels
up for that just sell in my sleep, make a positive return on investment every single month, predictably.

That has been my greatest success because surfingis a really timeintensive sport becauseit dependson
thetides. [t depends on how often you can go in the water. And | really prioritize that in mylife. So, | kind of
designed mybusiness around thatbecauseif | have a lot of coaching calls on mycalendar, | can't serve.
Right.

Andwhen I realized that | could technically take on more clients but let me really make sure theyare my
ideal clients before working withthem because | value mytime so much. So, when you're honest with
yourself, whatkind of business you wantto create and what kind of life you want to be creating, maybe
you'llfind it'snot onlythelocation freedom.

Maybe it's not only the timefreedom or thefinancial freedom, butit's, it looksdifferent for everyone, and
you really have to honorthat.

Well, | know you have experimented with a lot of digital products and refined them and
tweaked them and tested them and all that kind of stuff. So, in that process, what have you foundhave
been the most successful digital products?



Maybe give some examples ofyour own that have performed the best. And then for folks thatare
interested in creating a digital product, what arethe elements of a successful digital product?

Danielle Hu: Yeah, well, thefirstis definitely a digital product that people need and want, right? So, |
always encourage my clients to follow the demand. You never want to create something before proving
thatthereis demand forit. You don't wantto assume what youraudience wants, right? So that is number
one. Number two is really building an authentic relationship with your audience and focusingon audience
growth, whether that's justhaving conversations in the DMS or using paid advertising to grow your reach.

Having that in place will allow more and more peopleto see your digital products. And thenover time, it's
optimizing. It's really seeing what is working, what isn'tworking, analyzing it, usingnumbers and datato
drive the decisions instead of just giving up after thefirst month whenyou'relike, | didn't get as manysales
as | wanted. Right?

So, having along-term plan of how you're going to scale the marketing. | think when you follow that, you're
going to have the audience, you're going to have the product in demand and over time, it can only scale.

Well, | also want to talk to you about this lifestyle of time freedom and location freedom that
you have been living for six years now. Let's start off just basically, I'm curious,howdo you structure your
lifestyle in terms of selecting the location that you're going to go to next? Selecting how longyou're going to
stay at that location.What is your general lifestyle look like?

Danielle Hu: So generally, | will go somewherefor at least two weeks, seehow | like it, and then choose
whether to book somewhere for amonth or move somewhere else. And mostrecently, it's been driven by
life changes. So, I'min England rightnow. Thereis surfing, butI'm here planning ourwedding that is going to
happen in September. Just got engaged last month. So, | am ableto stay here for afew months sothat!can
meet with vendors and spend time with Rags’ family and friends.

So, most ofthetimeit's dependent on surfing. I'llgo somewhere and I'll do what| want to surfthis wave for
thenextthreemonths and it'll sometimes be ayear or nine months. So, it's really flexible. And as long as
there's good Wi-Fi, we can both run ourbusinesses from wherever. And once we do pick a location, my
main thing is getting a routine down.

So, what times of day am | going to surf? When am | going to work in the business? Who am | going to hang
outwith and find the communitythat way?

Well, first of all, congrats on your engagement. Thatis so exciting. And | have to ask you
about dating and findinglove in the nomadic lifestyle. Itis one of the questionsthat | get alot from people.

Ifyou become a digital nomad, how does datingwork? How does finding love and partnership work in this
lifestyle? You have obviously donethat incredibly well. So, can you share any insights or tips on that for
folks?

Danielle Hu: Oh my God, of course. Yeah, | actuallyjust recorded an episode about manifestingmy dream
partner who also travels full time with me. But it's funny because when | was single after mylast breakup
and | was traveling the world, mymom actually sat me down and she's like, if you want to find apartner,
you heedto beinoneplace. Thisisn't going to work ifyou're trying to date and everyone elsewon't be able
to keep up with you.



And | literally told her, no mom, I'm not listening to you. | have a history of rebelling against her. So, thisisn't
any different, but | knowthat theyare out there. And I think what| had to be honest with myself at first was
that | wanted to be in a relationship, and | was looking for a partner. The second questionwas what
characteristics are non-negotiable for me?

So, | literally took out a piece of paper and a pen and | was like, they need to surf, theyneedto be traveling
fulltime. I'm not stoppingthis lifestyle for them. Theyneed to be caring. It would be abonus ifthey're into
photography so we can create content together. And the feeling of feeling aligned in life goals was really
what | was looking for.

And after | wrote all of that down, | put it away. And within the nextyear was when | met Rags. And inthe
back of my mind was like, he checks off like most of these boxes. And | feel like when you have that list to
operate by, you see people with different filters. You're so clear on what your filters are and you're honest
with yourself.

Like | wantto meet someonelike that. So that's whathappened. Andl also thinkit's reallyimportant to go
outand meet other people becauseif you're looking for arelationship and you'renotin one,chances are
the person you're going to end up with isn't going to bein your current circle of friends. Maybe theywill be,
but most of thetimetheyprobablywon't.

So go out there, meet new people, go on the dating apps and get yourselfin front of as many people. You're
kind of like marketing yourself. You're like, I'm out in the market and this is what I'm lookingfor. So, | think
being super clear about what you want, beingreally stubbornaboutit and not stopping to meet people
untilyou find them. That's what | would saywould work best.

I lovethat. And I'm so happyforyou guys. | love nomad love stories. So, thankyou for sharing
aboutthat. | also wantto ask you how you structure your days in terms of work, optimizingyour
productivity. And maybe this is even an extension of the relationship question because both ofyou run
businesses.

And so maybe share a little bit about as you travel the world together, runningyour businesses, what do
your days look like? And how do you optimize your productivity and your output.

Danielle Hu: So, | think for both of us surfing, dependingon the tides, if we want to surfthat day, that will
be our number one priority. What's really helped meis getting organized. So, | use Click Up as my project
managementtool. It's where | have all my daily deliverables on there and all the projects I'm working on. So
I have this tab open right now.It's called morning reset. Everymorningwhen I'm readyto get to work, | click
onit, and it literally tells me every singlething | need to do for the day.

| also have a brain dump section where any new ideas that cometo meit's automatically recorded on
there. So, | basically can rely on Click Up to remember things for me. And having thatis such agame
changer because I'm not forgetting things. I'm averyforgetful person but recognizingthatand developing
your own wayto work around that is life changing. And that's what worked best for me, beingon top of all
of mydeliverables and my team.

And | want to ask you two about travelingwith arelationship partner. Myfirst three years of
nomadding, | was actuallyin arelationship, and we embarked together from living togetherin LAinto a
nomadic lifestyle. Myfirst three years of nomadding, | was doing it with arelationship partner and thenwe



ended up breaking up awhile ago, but | have that experience. And | tell people thatit was amazing, but it
was very different from living in one place together, right? Foranumber of reasons, right?

Thefirstthing I tell peopleis like, listen, even if you're not getting into the nomad life, you'rejust like dating
someonelocallyand that'syourthing. Andthat's whatyou're going to do long term. Go on a trip together.
Because when you travel with someonein general, under any circumstances, that is entirely different. And
you learn so much about the personwhen you travel withthem.

But the otherthingthatcomesinto play, | foundisthat whenyou're living together in one place, you're both
going off to your separate jobs during the day or whatever you're doing, and then you come back at night
and you spend sometimetogether in the evening, talk about your daywhen you're traveling together.
Oftentimes you have the potential to be together 24/7. We're working together. We're surfing together.
We're eating together. We're going out together. We're doing this. We're going to socialize together. That's a
potential possibility. If you choosethat, whichis so different from living in one place together and having
your lives that way.

So, I'm curious about how you have optimized the partnertravel dynamicin a way that is optimal for your
relationship. Yeah.

Danielle Hu: Yeah, so it'sfunnybecause so when | first met Rags, we matched on Tinder, by the way;, in
Bali, and | was living there. He was on a surfing trip. My profile said, ‘I'm living here. Please swipe left if
you're justvisiting’, and he liked the challenge, so he still swipesright.But he was workingafull-timejobin
England, and he had his online creative agency, which | kind of saw. It was, you're doing this online already.
You technicallydon't need that full-timejob. | didn't say anything.

Butwewent fromthat and six monthslater, he had quit that full -time job to work on the creative agency,
exclusivelybooked a one-wayflight to meet me in Argentina. And two months after that was COVID. So,
we went from long distance to being quarantined. We were in Brazil for carnival and quarantinewas
implemented.

We had to literally stay in our apartment. Andl had many panic attacks cause | was like, | can't travel. Like |
have to bein thishouseall thetime. Butthen like, what is mylife? What is happening? But | feel so many
people experiencethat, right? Just because of the waythe world works. So thatwasn't by choice. It was
almost bytheuniverse saying, go from long distance and see how you guys do ninemonths in the same
housetogether. And we managed to make it out fromthat. So sincethen, it's been alot of designing what
works for bothofus, which is everywhere we go, we have at least two bedrooms because we each need
ourown space.

We have our own social schedules. We surf at different times because he likes different waves, but | think
we also find ourindependence alot. So, like, | just had my birthday trip with all of my girlfriends. | uninvited
him. I was like, thisisn't going to be a fun trip, right? So really setting those boundaries, because | know |
need my space.

I need mytime aloneand honoringthator voicing it and then having your partner honor thatand vice versa.
That's what's worked the best for us.

Well, you have been a full-timeitinerant digital nomad for six years now, and | want to ask
you just broadlywhat some of the key pillars are to sustaining that type of lifestyle



overthelongtermin a way thatis still joyful, excitingand fulfilling. Can you share alittle bit about that?
Causel feel like some peoplethey'relike, | want to get in the nomad lifeand then theygetin. Andthena
year later they're sort of back where they started it. And then it's just like, oh, it wasn'tfor me.

And alot oftimeswhat happensis, let's be honest, theydon't adequately nurture All of the key pillars to,
that are required for this lifestyle, right? So, in some people, it might be they partied too much, and they
didn't work enough, and they didn't make enough money. Or other people, it mightbe like, maybe they
worked too much, and they didn't socialize enough, and they got lonely.

Andtheyneeded to go back homebecause of that, right. | mean, there's all sorts of reasons. Andso, | feel
like to sustain this lifestyle for as long as you have, there's alot ofthings that areimportant pieces. To being
ableto do thatin a way thatis reallyfulfilling. Can you share what some of those keys are?

Danielle Hu: Yeah, that's such agreat question. And | actuallythinkthe keyfor meis to have passionsand
goals outside ofjust this quote unquote location, independentlifestyle, because those passionsand goals
are so much greater and grander in a way. And mybusiness gives me the freedom to enable me. To be the
bestatwhat | do.

So, for example, this year | am getting married, and this is taking the number one seat. Like | have all this
wedding planning, and mybusiness enables meto be here. But every year | kind of have like a different
goal. Last year it was, | really wanted to hang 10 on mylongboard, which is when you walk upto the top of
your surfboard.

And so, | relocated to this remote Island where theyjust have perfect longboardingwaves. every single day.
Andthen theyear before, | really wanted to meet a community. So, | went to a place where | found other
digital nomads, and | made really great friends. And that's what | was craving at the time. So instead of
thinking about it as location independence or traveling isthe end goal, | kind of seeit as it enables meto do
such greater and grander things in my life, and that's why| wouldnever go back because going back to a
corporate job would mean I'm sacrificing all of that freedom | have. Does that make sense?

Totally makes sense. | also want to ask you how you think about the conceptofhome. What
doesthatterm mean to you at this pointin your life and your journey?

Danielle Hu: So homestill to meis New York cause that's where my familyis. And that's where the friends
| grew up with are. Home this year has expanded into England because that's where Rags grew up and
that'swhere his familyis and I'm just so thankful | get to spend more time with them. In thefuture, | can
imagine home expanding even moreinto the different bases we're going to set up for ourselves around the
world.

| can imagine my family being integrated in all the different communities that we've kind of filtered out,
right? Like've gone to so manyplaces, | wouldn't call every single place home, but | can see some ofthem
being future homes, Hawaii or Indonesia or in Spain. So, | have a vision for how | definehome in the future.
And every day we are slowlyworkingtowards that.

Iwould loveto hear anythoughts you'd be willingto share on raising kids. In this type of
lifestyle, if you've given any thought to that kind of family planning. Yeah. What do you envision as an ideal
way to raise kids?



Danielle Hu: Oh my God. Yeah, for sure. | havethought alot aboutthis. Well, firsttip thatlI'm planning,|
don't havekids yet, full disclosure, butl do want to have myfirst child in Mexico, birth a child in Mexico.
When you do that similar to America, your child automatically gets citizenship, and the parents get
permanent residency. And so, thatis where we'll probably have one of our bases becauseweboth love
Mexico.

They have amazing hospitals. There's alot of good surf, so it ticks all the boxes. There's good internet,
there's Starlink. And up untill would say our kids are maybe like five or six because | have a lot of friends
who do haveyoung children who also travel. They sayyou're able to sustain this lifestyle until they have to
go to school.

So that'swhen you really have to think about settlingdown or homeschooling. But forme, homeschooling
justisn'tan option. So, we're thinking either Hawaii or Portugal is where I've met the most young families.

| also want to ask you now, six years into this journey, howhave your thoughts abouttravel
safety evolved from when you started traveling until now?

Danielle Hu: | always say, if you want to go see a place, go and check it out for yourself. Do not research
thenewsbecausethenewsis always fear mongering, there's so much. Ifyou want to find bad news, there
will be bad news out there, right? A 100 percent of the time, at least from my experience and many of my
friends’ experiences, it's going to be nothinglike what someone else experience.

And being on the forefront of this, prime example was when | studied in HongKongwhen theyhad the
umbrella protests. So, there were so many protests on the streets. Every single one of my friends and
family members were texting me like, are you okay? It looks chaotic. The police are tear gassing everyone.

And | was literally like, safely tucked into my dorm room overlooking the ocean and | knew nothing about
what was going on in the center of town, right? Buteveryone in Americathought| was in danger. So, taking
myself out of that, that is what the media portrays. They'll pinpoint one story, and they'llmake a full story
out ofit, butit doesn't highlightwhat most of the countryis going through.

I had one Uber driver in New York who was from Syria and back then. Then | was like, Oh my God, it's so
dangerous. And he's like, no, agood chunk ofthe countryis very safe. Andit's just normal.Butfor me, | was
like, | can't believe you still have family there. So as long as you do your due diligence, travel safely, but
don't let the news or someoneelse's experience dictate how you should experience somewhere or
whether or not you should go.

Awesome advice. When you think back about all this travel thatyou've done at this point,
what impact has all ofthat had on you as a person? What does travel mean to you today?

Danielle Hu: | love that question. | would saywhen | first started traveling, it was how it opened mymind
up to whatis possiblein life.

And over time, it's really the blessing of travel. Being able to connect with humans around the world and
learning that we're all the same, we have the same interests, we love the same things, we want the same
thingsin life, and you are able to quote unquote humanize everyone, right? So, you don't see different
countries with the samefilters that everyone else has.



You don't see countries the same. It's reallyunderstandingthat we're all one and being able to connect
with those communities thatyou once thought somethingof, like, for example, | spent almostayearin
Indonesialast yearin a really Muslim communitywhere | was woken up at four in the morning because
theyhad mosques.

And at first it was very daunting to me. | was like, how am | going to find my community here? It's just so
different. But over time, it's like the people arethe loveliest people. We all serve, we all have the same
interests. Andwhat was once so scaryto me is now just myday to dayand | don't see anything ofit.

And I think thatisjust so special when you're able to experience what it trulyis rather than just believe your
mind of made-up stories.

| lovethat. That's agreat placeto end. The main portion ofthis interview. And at this point,
Danielle, areyou ready to movein to the lightninground?

Danielle Hu: | am so ready.

Let'sdoit. Allright.What is one book thathas significantlyimpacted you over the years
you'd most recommend other people shouldcheck out?

Danielle Hu: So, we mentioned this on our interview, definitelythe The 4-Hour Workweek, butif| can add
another one, | love The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho. Thatwas the book that really taught me the balance of
having adventurein your life but also commitment and thenalso whenyou want something, all the
universe conspires in helping you to achieveiit.

Whois oneperson currently alive todaythat you've never met that you'd most love to have
dinner with? Justyou and that personfor an evening of dinner and conversation.

Danielle Hu: | would say Gary Vaynerchuk. He also has spearheaded mythirst and passion for
entrepreneurship, and it wouldtrulybean honor.

I was just at his VCon conference a few weeks ago.
Danielle Hu: Oh my god, how wasiit?

Oh, it was amazing. [t was the second one that I've been to ofhis. Itisfor peoplethat own
his NFTs can get access to these super conferences that he's doing forthree consecutive years. So that
was the second one out ofthree. And | recorded a podcast episode with NoraD unn,who alsois aholder of
hisV friends, NFT.

And we were there together. She's a full-time nomad as well and stuff. So, we had a blaster, but yeah,
super amazing. And | agree. | mean, Gary is definitely somebody that people should be following and
paying close attention to, and that wouldbe an amazing dinner.

Danielle Hu: Yeah. And so ahead of his time, | aspire to be like himwhen I'm his age, just not caring what
other people are saying, but forming his ownideas and not getting trapped in that ‘old mindset’.

Yeah, | have been followinghim for awhile, for sure. All right, Danielle, knowing everything
thatyou know now, ifyou could go back in time and give one piece of advice to your 18 -year-old self, what
would you sayto 18-year-old Danielle?



Danielle Hu: | would sayto trust to the process. | am veryimpatient, and | think knowing thateverything
works out at the end, knowingthatit's all coming mywaywould have saved me a lot of stress and anxiety
intimes where | didn't know if it was going to work out, right?

Or if Ididn't know | was going to make it. So really trusting that sometimesit gets worse before it gets
better.

Allright.Ofall the places you have now traveled to in 60 plus countries, what are three of
your favorite destinations thatyou would most recommend other people shouldcheck out.

Danielle Hu: Ifyou love surfing, definitely Indonesia.l recommend the islands Nias, Mentawai, Batu
Cadas, all amazing surfdestinations. | love Hawaii. It's somewhere | do want to have one of my bases and
Ibizajust becauseit means so much to me. I firstwent when | was 20, went back for my 25th birthday, just
celebrated my 30th thereandit's always a great time.

Allright, Danielle. What are your top three bucket list destinations? These are places you
have notyet been highest on your list. You'dmost love to see.

Danielle Hu: Number one, | would say Tahitiand | am planning to go there for my honeymoon somewhere
I've always wanted to go. Number two, Rio for Carnival. That was the year that COVID hit, and we were
supposed to make our wayup there, but we spent most of our timein Floripa, so | didn'tget to make it to
Rio. Butthe carnival there looks incredible. Have you been?

I have.lwentin 2015, and itis absolutely unlike anything onthe planet that | have ever been
to. And | tell everybody, definitely putit on your bucket list. It's very special.

Danielle Hu: Oh my God. Yeah. I'm dying to go maybe next year. And then number three, | would say Japan
for snowboardingbecauseyeah, snowboardingis anothersportthat! would love to get better at. |'ve been
to Japan a few times, but never for snowboarding. And | think it wouldjust be so cool to experience that
side ofthe country.

| agree with you. That's actually exactlywhat's onmybucket list. I'm not asnowboarder. I'm
a skier. I mean, | say I'm a skier. | mean, I'm an intermediate level skier. | can get down thehill, right. | don't
do like the helicopter skiing and all that kind of stuff, right? But it's afunctional enough skill that | can go to
unbelievably epic locations and enjoythe beauty of the experience. Go to the Swiss Alps and do the
incredible gondolas up and then skidown the mountains downand enjoyit. | mean, that's kind of the type
of skiing that | do, right?

I'mnotthedouble black diamond off piste, kind of through the trees and all that kind of stuff. That's notmy
vibe, but | so appreciate the beautythat you can access through skiing of some ofthese extraordinary
placesin Japan, sameas you, | havel've been three times. I've spent many monthsthere, but | 've spent
themallin cities, right?

In Tokyo, in Osaka, in Kyoto. And I've traveled around alittle bit to theislands, been to Hiroshima, I've been
outtotheisland of Naoshima and Miwajima and some of these places, but | have not yet been skiing and it
is unequivocallyregarded as some ofthe bestin theworld and areally different part of Japan. So that's an
amazing pick.



Allright, Danielle, | wantyou to let people knowat this point, first of all, alittle bit about yourcoaching
program and how folks can work withyou, what the experience would be like, who the program s for.
Maybe start with that, liketheideal type of person, and then whatthe process would beto comein and
actuallywork with you.

Andthen also just howfolks can find you and followyou on social media and comeinto your world.

Danielle Hu: So, if you are a coach or creative and you either want to start your business or you want to
make more money, you can find me atthe Wanderlover Podcast and justsend me a DM. We customize our
programs to what you work best with.

So, whether thatis one on one or whether thatis acourse, we'll let you know. You can also listen to afew
of myepisodesto see if you would wantto work withme as a coach. So, you can find that at the
wanderlover.com/podcast, orjust check out the website, the wanderlover.com, but | willgiveyou the link
to includeitin theshow notes.

We are going to put all of that in the show notes for this episode. So, folks can justgo to one
place at themaverickshow.com.And there, you're going to find all the different ways to find Danielle, follow
her, listen to her podcast and comeinto her world. Your podcast, by the way;, is super awesome. |'ve been
going through alot of your episodes and one of the things that's great, | just wantto recommend to people
wherever you're listening to this podcast, just typein the Wanderlover Podcast with Danielle Hu, and you'l
finditand you can just scroll throughthe episodetitles and click into ones that seem the most interesting
to you. So, you've got them really clearly organized. So, when I'm scrolling through yourahundred plus
episodes, I'm able to say, Ooh, that's atopicl want to learn how to do this, how to do that, how to do this.
And so, it's really clearly organized bytopic.

And so, | want to encourage people that wherever you're listening to this, just go to the oneto lover, scroll
through, check outsome of her episodes. She's doing really good stuffand then leave her areview,
whatever platform you're listening and give some love, but we're going to link up everything elsein the show
notes, just go to themaverickshow.com. Go to the show notes for this episode. You'll find links to
everything we've discussed and all the ways to contact Danielle.

Danielle, thank you for coming on the show. This was amazing.
Danielle Hu: | love this conversation. Thank you so much for having me.

Good night, everybody.
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